NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE
STATE OF ARIZONA
CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Location: Citizens Clean Elections Commission

1110 W. Washington, Suite 250

Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Date: Thursday, October 10, 2024
Time: 9:30a. m.
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the Citizens Clean Elections
Commission and the general public that the Citizens Clean Elections Commission will hold a regular meeting, which
is open to the public on October 10, 2024. This meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. This meeting will be held in person
and virtually. The meeting location will be open by 9:15 a.m. at the latest. Instructions on how the public may
participate in this meeting are below. For additional information, please call (602) 364-3477 or contact Commission

staff at ccec@azcleanelections.gov.

The meeting may be available for live streaming online at https://www.youtube.com/c/AZCCEC/live. You can also

visit https://www.azcleanelections.gov/clean-elections-commission-meetings. Members of the Citizens Clean

Elections Commission may attend in person, by telephone, video, or internet conferencing.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/83295597969

Meeting ID: 832 9559 7969

One tap mobile
+1-669-444-9171,,83295597969# US

Please note that members of the public that choose to use the Zoom video link must keep their microphone muted for the
duration of the meeting. If a member of the public wishes to speak, they may use the Zoom raise hand feature and once

called on, unmute themselves on Zoom once the meeting is open for public comment. Members of the public may

participate via Zoom by computer, tablet or telephone. A dial-in option is also available but you will not be able to use

the Zoom raise hand feature, so the meeting administrator will assist phone attendees. Please keep yourself muted unless

you are prompted to speak. The Commission may allow time for public comment on any item on the agenda.

Commission members may not discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore, pursuant to


mailto:ccec@azcleanelections.gov
https://www.youtube.com/c/AZCCEC/live
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/clean-elections-commission-meetings
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83295597969

VI.

VII.

A.R.S. § 38-431.01(H), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing Commission staff to study
the matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date.

The Commission may vote to go into executive session, which will not be open to the public, for the purpose of obtaining
legal advice on any item listed on the agenda, pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(3). The Commission reserves the right
at its discretion to address the agenda matters in an order different than outlined below.

Any person with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation,
such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Commission at
(602) 364-3477. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow
time to arrange accommaodations.

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

Call to Order.

Discussion and Possible Action on Meeting Minutes for July 25, 2024.

Discussion and Possible Action on Executive Director’s Report, Enforcement and Regulatory Updates, and
Legislative Update.

Note: The executive director’s report includes announcements and information about elections and
campaign finance, a report on voter education activities, administrative information, information on
candidates running clean, reports on legal proceedings involving Clean Elections and other Arizona
election officials, a report on correspondence from other agencies, appointments, enforcement
status, and regulatory agenda. It is included in the Commission packet available on the
Commission’s website or by request at ccec@azcleanelections.gov.

Discussion and Possible Action on Clean Elections Voter Education Survey for General Election 2024.

Discussion and Possible Action on Clean Elections Commission Legal Representation.

The Commission may choose to go into executive session on this item for discussion or consultation with
its attorneys to consider its position and instruct its attorneys regarding its position regarding contracts, in
pending or contemplated litigation or in settlement discussions conducted in order to avoid or resolve
litigation. A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(4).

Public Comment.
This is the time for consideration of comments and suggestions from the public. Action taken as a result of
public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter or rescheduling the matter for further

consideration and decision at a later date or responding to criticism

Adjournment.

This agenda is subject to change up to 24 hours prior to the meeting. A copy of the agenda background
material provided to the Commission (with the exception of material relating to possible executive
sessions) is available for public inspection at the Commission’s office, 1110 W Washington St, #250,
Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Dated this 7th day of October, 2024
Citizens Clean Elections Commission

Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director
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1 PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE ClI TI ZENS CLEAN 1 CHA RVAN KEMBLE  So we have nminutes for the
2 ELECTI ONS COWM SSI ON convened at 9:30 a.m on July 25, .
3 2024, at the State of Arizona, Clean Elections 2 June 27th, 2024 meeti ng.
4 Conmission, 1110 West \ashington, Conference Room 3 MR QCLLINS: That was a nistake.
5 Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the follow ng 3 . B
6 Board Members: 4 - CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Any di scussi on or ot her
7 5 corrections?
M. Mark Kinble, Chairman 6 (l\b response )
8 M. Galen Paton ’ .
Ms. Amy Chan 7 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE  Hearing none, do | have a
9 &- aefle 'Titl\a/lw,- A 8 notion to approve the mnutes?
10 - Christina verther 9 OOMM SSIONER GHANE | nove that we approve
11 10 the nminutes as witten.
L, OITERS PRESENT 11 CHA/ VAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
Thomas M Col lins, Executive Director 12 Conmi ssi oner Chan.
13 Paul a Thomas, Executive Oficer 13 I's there a second?
M ke Becker, Policy Director '
14 G na Roberts, Voter Education Director 14 COWM SSI ONER VERTHER | second.
Al ec Shaffer, Wb Content Manager 15 CHA RVAN KI MBLE: Seconded by
15 Avery Xol a, Voter Education Manager .
Kara Karlson, Assistant Attorney General 16 Conmi ssi oner Vérther.
16 John Bul | ock, Gsborn Mal edon 17 | will call the roll. Conmissioner Chan.
Enmma Cone- Roddy, Osborn Mal edon
17 Crai g Mrgan, Sherman & Howard 18 WSS QR G Ae.
Tracy O son, Snell & W ner 19 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Cormi ssi oner Vért her.
18 Jonat han Berkon, Elias Law G oup 20 OOMM SSI ONER WERTHER ~ Aye
Pai ge Jarrel |, KCA e
19 21 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
52 22 COW SSI ONER PATON Aye.
22 23 CHARVAN KIMBLE  Chair votes aye. The
23 24 nminutes are approved 4-to-nothing.
;‘51 25 ItemlIl is discussion and possible action on
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 the Executive Drector's Report. Tom
2 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Good norni ng.  Agenda 2 MR QQLLINS: Thank you, Conmi ssioners.
3 Iteml isthecall toorder. It is 930 am on 3 Real |y quickly, the last day to vote early in
4 July 25th, 2024, and I'Il call this neeting of the 4 personis July 26th, which is tonorrow The primary
5 dtizens Aean Hections Conmssion to order. 5 election for the state election is Tuesday, July 30th,
6 Wth that, we'll take attendance. |'m 6 so, you know, we will be watching for that eagerly.
7 Mrk Kinble. 7 Gna put together an outline of the process
8 Cormi ssi oners, please identify yourselves for | 8 for nomnation -- for howa presidential candidate
9 the record. 9 nonminee gets put on the ballot in Arizona, because
10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Chri sti na Wert her. 10 that's sonething that we've gotten a lot of questions
11 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Gal en Pat on. 11 about and we think perhaps you will too. Sothat is
12 QOWM SSIONER CHAN Ay Chan. 12 there for your review, and if soneone stops you on the
13 CHARVAN KIMBLE  Thank you very much. Vé 13 street you have something to give them But | think
14 have a quorum 14 it's a very helpful guide and we're working, | think,
15 Iteml1, discussion and possible action on 15 on distributing that through our other -- sone other
16 ninutes for the June 24th, 2024 neeting. 16 channel s as wel | .
17 Commi ssioners, you have the mnutes fromour |ast 17 V' ve had a full -- you know, continue to
18 neeting in your packet. |s there any discussion or 18 have a full plate of -- of activities that we're
19 corrections -- 19 participating inin terns of voter education and
20 OOW SSI ONER PATON It says 27th. 20 outreach. | -- | want to highlight particularly that
21 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |"'msorry? 21 dna and her team including Avery, have net wth
22 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON You said 24. It says 22 county recorders, election admnistrators on their
23 27. 23 voter education efforts. Mst recently they were
24 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  27. Ckay. | apol ogi ze. 24 neeting -- net with the Goconino County Recorder's
25 QOWM SSI ONER PATON Ckay. 25 Cfice on helping themdevel op a responsive soci al
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1 nedia plan and -- and work on sonme website content 1 relate to howelections are actual ly put together, |
2 related to voters who may be eligible to vote in 2 nean, froma sort of top-down perspective or bottom up,
3 federal elections, inthe election world we -- they 3 | guess, depending on howyou look at it. But the one
4 call that fed-only voters, but not state elections. 4 the Legislature put on woul d essential ly ban sonething
5 So | also wanted to nention that we have had 5 called rank choice voting.
6 asort of iterative process with the Secretary of 6 The Make Hections Fair Act woul d essentially
7 Sate's (fice on -- on getting the VRKA reporting 7 strip down the Arizona primary el ection process, it
8 fornms to a place where they're a little bit nore user 8 woul d nmake changes to the presidential preference
9 friendly. Wat that means is that we've nowgot a -- 9 election, and it woul d al so make changes to the general
10 we've really gone to more of a fillable PDF, whichis 10 election process. And it would give the Legislature
11 what the Aty of Phoenix is doing for their sinlar 11 and the Governor and, if not them the Secretary of
12 law for the tine being. And what we're going to do as |12 State the ability to inplement different kinds of
13 staff is, you know, as we get those in over the next 13 potential election strategies, so to speak, provided
14 couple of -- over the next week for this primry, we 14 that they did not use a party.
15 wll take a look at what's working and what's not. 15 So, you know, sonething to be aware of. And
16 Vé think that probably a couple tweaks to the | 16 then -- and then -- something to be aware of, if this
17 formto help with clarifying, you know things around 17 were to pass, froman admnistrative perspective, how
18 disbursenments, but we think that, by and large, that 18 that will, if at all, affect what we do.
19 the forns that we have devel oped, which | will -- | 19 The other simlar thing that does -- that's
20 have to credit Commssioner Chan for hel ping us 20 onthe ballot that, you know, | think you shoul d be
21 inplement this over the -- and working wth the 21 aware of -- and again, you know, |'mnot -- we're not
22 Secretary of Sate's ffice IT departnent to get this 22 going to take positions on these because they' re on
23 inplemented. V¢ are hopeful that that at |east hel ps 23 the ballot, but the SORL012, rul enaking |egislative
24 address sone of the concerns we've heard fromthe 24 ratification regulatory costs, where that's passed it
25 regul ated community about ease of use and, fromthe 25 would say that any rul enaking that has a cost of a
Page 7 Page 9
1 Secretary's end, allay sone of their -- the concerns 1 hundred thousand -- regul atory cost of over, | think
2 that they have had to deal with as far as public 2 it's either a hundred thousand dollars or over a
3 availability and those kinds of things. Sothat's, | 3 hundred thousand dollars, | can't renenber which, over
4 think, successful. 4 five years would have to be ratified by the
5 The Legislative Gouncil, which is the agency 5 Legislature. So, again, that -- that woul d have an
6 of the Legislature that handl es a nunber of 6 inpact on us.
7 adninistrative tasks, including drafting ballot measure | 7 And then the last two that | think are
8 descriptions that go in that publicity panphlet we're 8 inportant to nmention that deal with elections in
9 all going to get, they net recently and adopted those 9 general, judicial retention elections, SC1044, woul d,
10 analyses. The link is there inthe naterials, if you 10 you know, change us froma judicial retention systemto
11 want to read them and we have a list fromthe Ledge 11 nore of a-- a systemthat invol ves appoi ntnent and
12 Qouncil of the neasures that are currently set to be on |12 then a -- through the nerit systemand then, you know,
13 the ball ot. 13 give the Judicial Disciplinary Comission the ability
14 Now, obviously, alot of these folks are 14 to oversee judges rather than having the retention.
15 going to get -- alot of these things are going to get | 15 And then the bal | ot neasure chal | enges, |
16 litigated. In fact, you know there are -- there -- so |16 believe that that is the one that says that you'd have
17 there are already |awsuits about the descriptive 17 to-- inorder to do aninitiative, you' d have to go
18 language of the panphlet. There are -- thereis a 18 out to the various counties and get a certain
19 lawsuit that was filed yesterday about the |egal 19 percentage fromevery county.
20 sufficiency of one of the initiative -- initiatives 20 So, you know lots of stuff related to
21 that wes filed. There are a couple of these that | 21 elections and administrative |aw on the ballot, and
22 would just -- you nmay want to be aware of in general. 22 we'll -- soif you have questions about those, I'll --
23 (ne has to do with Prop 133 and, it doesn't 23 that | can answer, |'mhappy to try to do that, but
24 have a nunber on it here yet, but will eventually, may |24 just generally. As you all know, because things that
25 already, the Mike B ections Fair Act. Those both 25 affect us are on the ballot all the tine, you know, we
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1 don't, as a Conmission, have positions that we take on 1 opinionis that, you know going back to, | think,

2 these things. 2 2017, when | first joined the Commission, there were

3 QOMM SSI ONER PATON | have a questi on. 3 comitnents nade to the Cormission on the part of that

4 MR QQLLINS  Sure. 4 administration about how SeeTheMbney woul d | ook when

5 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on. 5 the work was conplete, and | think -- | don't know what

6 QOWM SSI ONER PATON How's the -- how s the 6 happened, but that just -- it never cane to fruition.

7 SeeTheMoney website doi ng, working? 7 Because what we were shown at the neetings

8 MR OCOLLINS. SeeTheMney is a-- isa-- a 8 was sonmething that was truly wonderful, a visual --

9 work in progress, | would say. 9 data visualization of contributors and expenditures and

10 OCOWM SSI ONER PATON St 11 ? 10 things like that; and unfortunately, that's not what

11 MR OQLLINS. WIIl, | think that -- let ne 11 SeeTheMney is. And SeeTheMbney is the public-facing

12 put it this way. | think that we have had sone fits 12 side that, you know, public can go and see what

13 and starts here in the launch of the election reporting | 13 committees have reported spending. BEACONis what we

14 cycle in earnest. The VRKA reports seemto get 14 call the user side of it that the comittees use to

15 affected by that, our trigger reports have been 15 enter their contributions and expenditures, and then

16 affected by that a little bit. But | can say that, 16 that's what is put into their reports that are then

17 notw thstanding the fact that there have been issues, 17 published on SeeTheMoney.

18 vyou know, at this point the Secretary's Ofice has been | 18 So | just wanted to, | guess, not by way of

19 nore responsive to our, you know identifying these 19 excuse, but just say that this is definitely sonething

20 issues when they come to us fromthe regul ated 20 that | think could be inproved on, and | don't think

21 comunity than many Secretaries' Cifices have been in 21 that the Secretary would disagree with that. And just

22 the past. 22 fromusing SeeTheMbney as a user in the course of ny

23 And so | think that there is a recognition, 23 dailyjob, I -- I dothinkit's-- it's not what we

24 you know, and | can't really speak for the Secretary's |24 were promised in the past, but -- but it's been so nany

25 Cfice, but | -- fromwhere I'msitting, | think 25 years and | -- | just think, yeah, there's -- there are
Page 11 Page 13

1 there's nore of a recognition that sone of the issues 1 decisions probably to be nade about how to proceed,

2 that have come up with that in the past, they're maybe 2 because inprovenents could certainly be nade, so --

3 nore -- they're nore likely to get to a place where 3 QOMM SSI ONER PATON Do they not know how to

4 they recognize this as sort of a sunk cost and it may 4 fixit or --

5 not be worth trying to fix everything. 5 COW SSIONER CHAN - VI | --

6 But that said, for this election cycle we are | 6 COW SSI ONER PATON | don't under st and.

7 what we are, and so the -- what | can tell you is that 7 OOMM SSIONER CHAN  Yeah.  You know,

8 | have been receiving regul ar reports fromthe 8 M. Chairman, Commissioner Paton, Tomnentioned sunk

9 Secretary's (fice about their efforts to naintain at 9 costs. And | think that's the point we're at is, this

10 least the systemin a manner that al |l ows people to 10 has been lingering so long that | -- | inagine that

11 file, and address the concerns of the regul ated 11 there have to be sone tough conversations internal ly

12 comunity when they are not able to file, and that's a |12 wth the Secretary and staff about resources,

13 level of responsiveness that we have not experienced in |13 priorities, and deciding whether to continue to put

14 the -- inthe prior -- in prior admnistrations. 14 noney into the current systemor maybe nake a whol esal e

15 OCOM SSIONER CHAN M. Chairman and Tom nay | 15 change. And | don't know what's going to happen with

16 1 - 16 that, and we're certainly not going to be able to

17 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Gormi ssi oner  Chan. 17 address it until after the election at this point,

18 COW SSIONER GHAN -~ just make a brief 18 which is, of course, always a problemevery two years.

19 coment ? 19 So there's -- there's afinite period of time that we

20 Just as you all know, and for full disclosure |20 have to kind of try to make these decisions and

21 for anybody watching, | work at the Secretary's Cifice, |21 inplenment the changes, but it's certainly something

22 and so I'mfanmliar with the issues that Tom has 22 that's very much on ny nmind in both of ny capacities.

23 referenced. 23 QOW SSI ONER PATON  Thank you.

24 And Cormi ssioner Paton, your question about 24 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you,

25 SeeTheMoney is a good one. | think -- ny personal 25 Commi ssi oner Chan and Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
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1 Any other -- any other coments? 1 it ought to have.
2 OOMM SSI ONER PATON | do have anot her 2 However, you know the math says something
3 question or -- onthe legislator -- or, not just the 3 different, but -- you know, but that's a -- but that's
4 legislators, but all the people that are receiving 4 ahard -- that's a hard -- that's a hard thing to
5 (Oean Hections money, is that higher, |ower than in 5 conmmuni cate with fol ks about, basically saying --
6 the past? 6 because the one thing 0ean Hections funding wll
7 MR OQLINS | -- | think that, based on the | 7 never provide is the kind of income, for exanple, to a
8 nunbers I'mlooking at here, and Mke can correct ne if | 8 political consultant or other folks that -- that a
9 I'mwong, | think we're at about par for the -- for 9 traditional candidate can do in terns of fundraising.
10 the -- for the -- for the year -- year over year, cycle |10 But if you look at where a lot of candidates end up on
11 over cycle. | nean, | think, as everybody knows, and 11 fundraising --
12 it's certainly no secret, that, you know post 2010 12 An exanple we cite just for purposes of this
13 there was a reduction and then post 2018 there was 13 all thetine is, the person who ran for -- the person
14 another tail off as, you know the Legislature, in both |14 who ran for treasurer on the Denocratic side in 2022
15 situations, nmade changes. In one case, they went to 15 basical ly raised as nuch noney as he woul d have gotten
16 the voters to make a change that was, you know 16 fromdean Hections, and he had all the costs of
17 basically designed to limt participation. So | think |17 raising that money, which he woul dn't have had in dean
18 that -- you know, | think we're at par. 18 Hections. So fromny perspective, the business
19 | think the biggest difference that Mke is 19 analysis there ought to be, you know well, if I'm
20 experiencing and dealing with folks is the slowstarts. |20 really running and |'mgoing to raise X nunber of
21 Inprior election cycles we had -- fol ks woul d get 21 dollars, if | can't beat dean Hections, especially on
22 their -- so the qualifying period starts in August, 22 that, | ought torun clean. That seens to ne a pretty
23 right, so you've basically got all -- if youreally run |23 persuasive case. But thereis a-- but it certainly
24 it out, you've got almost an entire year to get your 24 goes against the vibes of the -- of the -- of the --
25 qualifying signatures together -- the qualifying 25 sort of the folks who are -- they're going to hear nore
Page 15 Page 17
1 contributions together, rather. 1 from
2 Fol ks have been not doing that as much, 2 QOWM SSI ONER PATON So | have a question
3 they've been waiting until the last mnute, they' ve 3 then. Is there a way that we could streanine so that
4 been not filing paperwork -- they file everything at 4 it doesn't have to go to three agencies?
5 once that they want to, essentially. And what they've 5 MR COCOLLINS  WélIl, | think that we nay reach
6 been doing is kind of procrastinating and doing that, 6 a point where that -- this mght be -- this -- we --
7 and that creates then kind of a back-end issue where, 7 after this here we may actual |y have sone ability to do
8 you know, if you file stuff on-- later, then your need | 8 that. | think that sone of the candidates who have
9 toget it is nore acute, and then -- but the 9 been affected have -- have a -- have a little bit
10 bureaucracy -- you know, getting money out of the Sate |10 nore -- nay have -- may be in a position to nake a
11 of Arizona, while it wll happen, it does take tine. 11 little bit nore -- and their canpaign fol ks may have --
12 The bureaucracy is -- it requires at least three 12 may be in a position to nake that case better to -- to
13 agencies, plus the candidate, to all have all their 13 at least the Departnent of Adnministration than we are
14 paperwork say the same things. | nean, that's -- 14 able to or have been able to historically.
15 that's, you know-- | nean, that's just -- | nean, 15 | think -- because | think the disconnect is,
16 that's not necessarily a guarantee that it wll happen |16 if the candidate recognizes and the candidate -- and
17 quickly. So | think that's been the higgest challenge. | 17 the |eadership of the candi date canpaigns recogni zes
18 So | think that we're at a place where, you 18 that -- that at the end of the day we're kind of on the
19 know, moving the nunbers to the pro, probably going to |19 back end, you know, we're really not in the process,
20 be difficult for the time being. | nean, | think, as 20 and recogni zes where that -- where the -- sort of the
21 we've identified here over the years, the -- the sort 21 inefficiency is, you know, we night be able to do that
22 of institutional point of view especially that the 22 or at least get to some kind of agreenent within the
23 parties have, is -- both parties have is that, you 23 agencies to handle that alittle -- alittle nore
24 know, the public financing programdoesn't have the 24 efficiently. The -- but efficiency would be one thing.
25 value for candidates that the party |eadership thinks 25 | think the |egislative changes to inprove it
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1 are always going to be an uphill battle. So anything 1 signatures; not all folks are as good at using E- Qual
2 that requires going to the Legislature, you know, 2 for their $5 qualifying contribution slips, so --
3 you've got -- we've got -- we know we have a segnent of | 3 because in other words, you ought to be able to use --
4 the Legislature that's a no vote to begin with on 4 use both if you' re organized. You should be able --
5 anything that mght arguably inprove the system and so | 5 because what you see nowis, you know and we had -- we
6 that's really the eval uation. 6 had an exanpl e a coupl e weeks -- a coupl e years ago, |
7 So | think that | would say, and | think 7 think, where soneone announced they were running for
8 Mke -- | hope Mke would agree with ne, that based on 8 County Attorney and had all their signatures on through
9 the interactions we've had with candidates over the 9 EQual inlike an afternoon based on like a Twitter
10 past couple of weeks, we definitely see nore of a 10 canpai gn.
11 swelling towards sonething is going to have to be 11 So those kinds of things I'mnot sure that
12 addressed going forward in order -- especially to 12 the clean candi dates have narshal ed yet or figured out
13 account for the fact that folks are conming in at the 13 yet, so -- but | don't knowthat we know why.
14 last mnute. | think that's -- 14 OOW SSI ONER PATON (kay.  Ckay.  Thank you.
15 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  So are we warning them 15 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you.
16 to not procrastinate? 16 Let ne make note that Conmissioner Titla has
17 MR OQLINS (h, yeah 17 joined our neeting and has been here for nost of this
18 COMM SSI ONER PATON | nean, |'msure we do, 18 di scussion.
19 but -- but, you know, | could be a procrastinator 19 Tom | know you're not done with your --
20 nyself. 20 MR QALINS | am
21 MR COCOLLINS V¢ definitely do. 21 CHA RVAN KIMBLE.  (kay.  You are done.
22 OCOMM SSIONER PATON But it's not going to do | 22 | -- | have one question --
23 you any good if the election is conmng up and you 23 MR QQLINS  Sure.
24 haven't received the money because you weited so | ong 24 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  -- regarding the Voters'
25 toturn stuff in, sol don't know 25 Rght to Know Act and the website you nentioned in your
Page 19 Page 21
1 MR OQLLINS: | think part of the issueis 1 report. | just called up randomy sone comittee on
2 that inthis day and age we have fewer and fewer 2 the website, Arizona for Abortion Access, and | ooked
3 contested prinaries in -- on both sides of the aisle at | 3 through there, and they have their contributions and
4 the state level than we did. V¢ have sone, but not a 4 their expenses listed. And one of their contributions
5 lot. And then within those contested primaries, folks 5 is $2,200,000 fromArizona's -- Arizonans Fed Up Wth
6 are probably less likely to use clean funding. So what | 6 Failing Health, and then you go and | ook at the website
7 that neans is that -- | think part of the -- part of 7 and there's no Arizonans for Failing Health report
8 the procrastination comes from if | knowthat I'm 8 saying who this is. Sois that just that they haven't
9 really running in the general, | night not feel the 9 filedit yet or isthis afailing of the --
10 need to get the -- get the -- get ny stuff together. 10 MR OQLLINS: W, at this point with the
11 But the other thing that's just difficult, as |11 forns |'mhesitant to call anything that anybody put on
12 a general proposition, is that the Gorporation 12 the formfailing, | really am Wat | -- what | --
13 Commi ssion candi dates have often had a struggle to neet |13 what | -- what | would say is this. Wat | -- what we
14 their nunbers. That's just been a -- that's just been |14 intend to do, as | said, as | mentioned earlier on, is
15 an ongoing issue. You have to be particularly 15 kind of go through the reports, both pre new form
16 organized and -- 16 reports and the new formreports, |ook at what folks
17 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  You nean the signatures? | 17 mght be missing, so that we can address that in a --
18 MR QOCOLLINS:  Yeah, the qualifying 18 ina--inaconstructive way.
19 contributions. 19 If people are filing, fromour perspective,
20 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Ckay. 20 that's the nost inportant thing. You know what | nean?
21 MR OQLLINS: Yeah. And | -- and for 21 W're -- you know, people are getting engaged in the
22 whatever reason, and | don't -- this is sonmething I 22 system they're trying to fill out these forns in good
23 don't have a good answer to, but it's on the list of 23 faith, those kinds of things, that's -- that's really,
24 things that we've considered as factors. Folks have 24 you know, kind of where we are as far as a benchnark,
25 gotten very good at using E-Qual for petition 25 and, you know -- but we'd like to do that and assess
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1 that. 1 is-- may not be the formthat -- the nost updated
2 Now, that having been said, you know there 2 form Qne of the things -- the inprovenents we nmade,
3 wll be -- as we understand the universe of how fol ks 3 and | worked -- was able to work with Conm ssioner Chan
4 are reporting and how fol ks understand their reporting 4 directly onthis and it was very, very helpful, was to
5 obligations, we will start to be able to draw sone 5 get the instructions witten into the formthat they' re
6 conclusions about where fol ks show up in our system 6 nowgetting. In other words, the formthat now-- that
7 versus another system 7 a VRKAfiler nowgets basically literally says -- you
8 I"I'l give you an exanple. Inmagine -- and 8 know has the boxes that you fill in and then it has,
9 thisis an exanple, so l'mgoing to take this outside 9 ininstructions, this means this.
10 of the law because | think it would get -- it may 10 And, you know, so we're -- so we're trying to
11 confuse things with other discussion points, other 11 get -- you know, so in that sense it has been iterative
12 things we have to discuss today. But inagine you have |12 in the sense that the instructions are clearer, the
13 a federal PACthat is going to give noney to an Arizona | 13 formis clearer. \¢ probably have another round of
14 PAC and the Arizona PACis a covered person and -- you | 14 formrevisions, which should be sinpler because they
15 know so let's assume that transaction happens. 15 don't require some kind of hard coding exercise or
16 The federal PACis listed in one way or 16 anything like that, and then -- and then, again, trying
17 another on the form dependi ng upon where the -- you 17 to get sonething out to the regul ated community that
18 know, how the person filling out the formunderstood it | 18 says, okay, you know -- you know, this scenariois this
19 properly inthe first place. That federal PACis not 19 or this is what we're seeing so that folks can start to
20 going to be in Arizona -- not going to be in the 20 get famliar with that.
21 Arizona SeeTheMbney systembecause they're filing with |21 | will say that that's different -- that that
22 the FEC right. So those are the kinds of things 22 itself, what |'ve just described, will be different
23 where, you know getting at the -- you know sort of 23 fromwhat the regulated conmunity is used to in terns
24 unspool i ng some of this stuff is going totake a little |24 of the kind of feedback it's getting on reports,
25 bit of time to understand the universe of where noney 25 period. So nost people who file PAC reports in
Page 23 Page 25
1 is coning from 1 Aizona, those reports are not -- are warehoused at the
2 So, you know, the goal of the Act, and we 2 Secretary of State's website, they're generally not
3 hope ultimately the reports, wll be to get to 3 going to get looked at, they're generally not going to
4 understand that you have -- and, you know, you have the | 4 get reviewed, they're generally not going to have
5 donors who are the original source donors and then you 5 deficiencies identified, and that's -- that's just been
6 have a space for intermediaries, and understandi ng 6 the approach for, | would say, as long as | can
7 that, you know, internediary is essentially the -- is 7 renenber on those things.
8 sort of the passthrough, right, and -- and as we'll -- 8 So the fact that we do intend to sort of try
9 and, again, trying to not get us too far ahead of 9 to do an overall look at these and try to start
10 ourselves, because there's a -- we're talking about 10 identifying deficiencies is sonething that -- again, we
11 thisinadfferent context, but, you know-- we've had | 11 want to be constructive about it and not sort of finger
12 questions where fol ks have confused what the 12 pointing about it, because we think we have an
13 internediary is versus the donor in terns of the 13 obligation and custoner service natter to take that
14 reports, those kinds of things, and so it's just going |14 approach. And that's really what, if you recall, we've
15 to take some tine to work through that. 15 been saying in these neetings for the past 18 nonths is
16 | think that -- so what | have -- so the 16 that, you know But part of the problemwith the --
17 perspective we've taken on it internally is, it would 17 with this kind of thing is, you don't really know what
18 be better, if folks are, in fact, filing, to sort of, 18 you don't know until you put something out and see what
19 as -- once we get past Tuesday, to take kind of a 19 comes back.
20 wuniversal ook at where people are, identify the 20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay. Ckay.  Thank you.
21 deficiencies that we're seeing, and then -- and be able |21 So, Tom you're done wth your --
22 to issue some better guidelines and gui dance that -- 22 MR QQALINS | am
23 you know, a better checklist that says, you know this |23 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: -~ with your report?
24 goes here, this goes here, this goes here. 24 MR QOCOLLINS  Yes.
25 The form-- that formthat you're looking at |25 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Are there any ot her
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1 discussions or questions from Commssioners about Toms | 1 Maricopa Gounty Board of Supervisors District 3 race,
2 report? 2 possibly the Goconino Gounty Recorder race, and
3 (No response. ) 3 possibly, if there are runoff elections, for the
4 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you. 4 mayoral elections in Mesa and Scottsdal e, and then
5 Item!V, discussion and possible action on 5 potentially for the Central Arizona Véter Conservation
6 debate preparation and scheduling for the 2024 general 6 Dstrict seats that are open in Mricopa County.
7 election. dna and our partners have been working to 7 So how we cane about to deternining these was
8 prepare for the general election debate program That 8 looking at, okay, which races do we know wi |l be
9 work includes eval uating where we are fromboth a 9 conpetitive, will have an actual electionin the
10 content and infrastructure perspective to continue to 10 general, and the interest and how we can best reach
11 provide a service that will promote participationin 11 voters through these two different platforns.
12 elections and encourage the free exchange of ideas. 12 So that's the schedul e lineup that we are
13 d na. 13 looking forward to in the general election. |[f
14 M. ROBERTS H. ood norning, 14 there's, you know, no questions on that, M. Chairman,
15 M. Chairman, Commissioners. | have just a brief 15 | can nove forward to some of the efforts we are taking
16 update for you on where we are with our general 16 inregards to the security of our debates, but I'Il
17 election debates planning. To start, | wll share the |17 pause there in case there's any questions on the races
18 debates that we plan to offer to the voters. So a 18 that we intend to offer and the pathway of how we
19 little bit about howwe do that first, though. 19 produce those through either broadcast or via Zoom
20 Wien we of fer our debates, we basically have |20 CHA RVAN KKMBLE: | just wanted to clarify
21 two pathways on how we produce them (e is we go 21 one thing. So regardiess of whether it's broadcast or
22 through our partnership with the Arizona Mdia 22 Zoom voters can go to the dean Hections website and
23 Association and we do debates in the studio where the 23 see all of these debates and watch --
24 candidates come down, they debate in person, and we 24 MB. RCBERTS: M. Chairnan --
25 make that available to our nedia partners across the 25 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE: -~ whi chever ones they
Page 27 Page 29
1 state. The other path that we have for produci ng our 1 wsh?
2 debates is through a virtual platform soit's entirely | 2 M. ROBERTS: M. Chairman, that is correct.
3 through Zoom 3 V¢ will always have everything available on the dean
4 So typically what we dois all of our 4 Hections website, including howto tune in, but we
5 legislative debates, we host those through the Zoom 5 wll always have a link available there for voters.
6 platform and then for our debates that we intend to 6 And then if there are additional opportunities, such as
7 broadcast, such as our statew de debates, we wll do 7 TVstations or, you know, other links, such as
8 those in the studio. 8 AZCentral, we will give themall of the information on
9 So what we are hoping to provide to the 9 how they can access the debates.
10 voters for the general election, on the broadcast side, |10 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you.
11 where the candidates wll cone down into the studio, we |11 Any other questions so far from
12 hope to offer a U S Senate debate, all nine 12 Cormi ssi oner s?
13 congressional districts, Corporation Commissioner, 13 (No response. )
14 potentially the Muricopa County Recorder's Cifice and 14 CHA RVAN KKMBLE Ckay. G na.
15 the Maricopa County Sheriff's Cifice races, and then 15 M5, ROBERTS. Ckay. Thank you, M. Chairman,
16 depending on the results of these ballot neasures and 16 Cormi ssi oners.
17 if they qualify for the ballot we nay also do 17 Additionally, we are also pausing to take a
18 three ballot neasure debates, if you will. Those 18 look at our security neasures to ensure that we are
19 would -- the topics woul d be abortion, elections, and 19 wusing all of the resources available to us to ensure
20 inmigration. Sothat's what we intend to offer inour |20 security for our debates that we physical |y have those
21 debate programmng through the broadcast nechani sm 21 candidates come down in person for. So, again, this
22 Through our Zoomplatformwe will continue to |22 woul d be through those broadcast debates.
23 offer our legislative debates for 30, we nay 23 V¢ -- as we look to the general election, we
24 potentially have debates al so through the Zoomplatform | 24 know that we will have high-profile individuals there,
25 for the Pima Qounty Sheriff's (ffice and for the 25 perhaps sone sitting menbers of Congress who will be
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1 attending these debates in person. And while we 1 through the Zoomplatform And then the ot her
2 already have security measures in place that we 2 25 percent, or nore of those federal offices and
3 utilized inour primary election, just given the state 3 statewide issues, wll account for about 25 percent of
4 that we areinright nowat this point intine, we 4 our debate programming.
5 wanted to make sure that we were review ng our existing | 5 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you.
6 security practices, shoring themup where we can, 6 Any other questions or coments from Menbers
7 looking at training for staff and for any staff that 7 of the Commission?
8 would be on site at the studio, that includes active 8 (No response. )
9 shooter training, situational awareness training. 9 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE  Thank you, G na.
10 Tomand | have the ability to neet with the 10 ItemV, discussion and possible action on
11 security experts over at the Secretary of Sate's 11 advisory opinion regarding disclainers required under
12 Cfice and just discuss some of the measures that our 12 ARS Section 16-974(Q.
13 elections officials partners put in practice, and we 13 Commi ssi oners, we have two advi sory opinion
14 were able to make some great contacts with |aw 14 requests filed regarding the interpretation of
15 enforcenent. |'ve reached out to the Maricopa County 15 Section 16-974(CQ. That section requires covered
16 Sheriff's Cfice as well too. 16 persons who engage in public comunications to put the
17 So ideal |y what we would do is put our staff |17 "names of the top three donors who directly or
18 through any training that is available. And we woul d 18 indirectly nade the three largest contributions of
19 also have energency evacuation plans available for our |19 original nonies during the el ection cycle to the
20 staff at the studio naking sure that our candidates and | 20 covered person" on the public communication. Sothis
21 any guests, menbers of the nedia, know howto evacuate |21 is the |anguage at the bottomof the sign that says who
22 the building and that we have very tight controls over |22 paid for the sign.
23 access and credentialing and security neasures in place |23 The question presented is how a covered
24 at the debates. So we are currently review ng those 24 person shoul d determne whose names to put on a sign or
25 practices. Again, thisis just to make sure that we 25 simlar comunication. In addition to the opinion
Page 31 Page 33
1 are utilizing any resources that are available to us 1 draft, requests, and conment, we received two comments
2 and we are inplenmenting best practices just so we can 2 late yesterday criticizing the opinion draft. 1'd like
3 ensure that our debates are as safe and secure as we 3 Tomto discuss the draft and our options in terns of
4 can possibly nake them 4 action here today.
5 So those are the efforts that we are 5 Tom
6 undertaking right nowas we prepare for our general 6 MR OOLINS: Sure. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
7 election debates schedul e. 7 | think we're going to -- yeah. So we have a
8 CHA RVAN KEMBLE Thank you, @ na. 8 PowerPoint here, which I'Il try to make go quickly, |
9 Are there any questions or coments from-- 9 think, but -- sothat's the title. Ckay.
10 QOW SSI ONER PATON | -- 10 So | want to talk about options first. So
11 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: -~ Menbers of the 11 the requestors asked for expedited reviewof this. W
12 Commi ssi on? 12 are working within the structures we have to try to
13 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON | have a questi on. 13 make good on that. V¢ have -- and we've at least tried
14 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 14 to communicate with the requestors about where we are
15 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  How many of -- what do 15 along the way.
16 you think the percentage is for the Zoomrather thanin |16 But that having been said, basically where we
17 person? 17 are today, | see it as we have two options. V¢ could,
18 MB. ROBERTS M. Chairnan, 18 if you all agree with the advisory opinion draft, you
19 Cormi ssi oner Paton, Commissioners, so just given the 19 know, we could -- we could -- you coul d consider voting
20 fact that we have the 30 legislative districts, we will |20 to approve it. | think that, under the rules and the
21 have nore Zoomdebates, if you wll, just due to, 21 tineline we're under, that the alternative optionis
22 again, that high-- high quantity of districts that we |22 to-- is under Rule 80- -- R2-20-808 is to approve a
23 have on that side. 23 witten response stating the Commssion was unable to
24 So of all of our debate programmng, you 24 approve an advisory opinion by the required affirmative
25 know | woul d say about 75 percent are going to be 25 vote of a ngjority of Menbers present at a neeting of

Coash Court Reporting & Video, LLC
staff@coashcrv.com

602-258-1440
www.CoashCourtReportingandVideo.com



Citizens Clean Elections Commission

07-25-2024

Public Meeting 34..37
Page 34 Page 36
1 the Coomission. And you have a draft statement, it's 1 Can ve go to the next one, please. Thank
2 the last page of your materials, to that effect. 2 you.
3 So what that neans is basically, given the 3 S0 -- so we break the text down into, you
4 timeline, given the rules, you know we don't have the 4 know, its conponent parts here. Public communications
5 option, inny view to send this back to rewite it. 5 by covered persons shall state: At a mininum the
6 V¢ really are at the option of approve or di sapprove. 6 nanes of the top three donors; who directly or
7 Andif we disapprove -- if you conclude that you're not | 7 indirectly made; the three largest contributions; of
8 inagreement with the draft, | would -- | would -- | 8 original nonies during the election cycle to the
9 would strongly reconmend that we approve -- that you 9 covered person.
10 approve the -- approve the non-approval |anguage that 10 And then we' Il go to the next slide, please.
11 we -- or, the failure-to-approve |anguage that we've 11 So we -- if you sawin that |anguage, we can
12 identified. | think those are the -- | think that's 12 get into what the -- essentially why this question was
13 the cleanest way to do this. 13 raised and the conments that -- both the public
14 The result of option two would sinply be, at 14 conments we received, especially from-- from
15 least fromny point of view you know, would be the 15 (pportunity Arizona and their -- and then the GPL
16 matter would be closed. | think a person might be able | 16 request, as well as the -- especially the Arizona
17 to ask for reconsideration of that, but I'mnot sure 17 Mictory Fund letter we received yesterday.
18 that they -- | don't -- | nean, that's at |east 18 So one way to look at thisis, are we
19 something we'd have to | ook at, but essentially -- or 19 interpreting or -- the phrase, top three donors who
20 sonebody might ask the question again at another tine. 20 directly or indirectly made the three |argest
21 Sowiththat, | think if we could -- soif 21 contributions of original nonies, or, as the, you know,
22 anyone -- don't have any questions over the context 22 the MVictory Fund letter putsit, is the -- does the
23 here, | want to start with going over the issue. 23 issue sinply turn on the word or. So that's really, |
24 And then | will note, you know, Tracy dson 24 think, the best way | can boil down, for purposes of
25 fromSnell & Winer is here, and she'll, |'msure, want |25 this discussion, the crux of the issue.
Page 35 Page 37
1 totalk toyouall. And then John Berkon fromHias, | | 1 Wat we did with the AOthat we drafted for
2 sawhimon there also, so he nay al so want to di scuss 2 your consideration is, sort of assuming the anbiguity,
3 this. 3 we'll use the rules of statutory construction that are
4 So the issue is, you know, as Chairman Kinble | 4 inposed by the Legislature and the courts to provide
5 identified, is howdo you determne who the -- who the 5 the best reading of the statute using the phrase
6 names of the top three donors who directly or 6 directly or indirectly in a manner consistent withits
7 indirectly made the three largest contributions of 7 use in Arizona |aw and consistent with the requirenents
8 original nonies during the election cycle to the 8 and the structure of the VRKA
9 covered person are. 9 So what that neans is that we are -- the AO
10 So if we could go to the next slide, please. 10 approach is -- on that anbiguity is |ooking at the
11 So | want to start -- for the purpose of this | 11 broader phrase in context and under those construction
12 presentation, you have the draft in front of you and -- |12 rules rather than focusing on just the word or.
13 but | wanted to start really fromthe premse of why 13 V¢ can go to the next one then.
14 this disclaimer exists, whichis the -- and what's the |14 S0 -- and here we try to outline what we
15 purpose and intent clauses of the VRKA that were 15 think, and, you know subject to correction I'msure,
16 approved by voters. They establish -- the Act 16 but what we think the advisory opinion does in the real
17 establishes that the people of Arizona have the right 17 world. W triedtoget at thisalittle bit through
18 to knowthe original source of all major contributions |18 the exanples that -- that the requestors provided as
19 wused to pay, in whole or part, for canpaign nedia 19 well inthe opinion, but we tried to take another crack
20 spending. And by adopting this Act, the people of 20 at it here.
21 Aizona affirmtheir desire to stop dark noney, the 21 So in this scenario we have -- you can see
22 practice of laundering political contributions, often 22 you've got -- the top line groups are the -- what we
23 through miltiple internediaries, to hide the original 23 would call, for purposes of VRKA internediaries.
24 source. So | think that -- fromny perspective, you 24 You've got a PAC you've got a 501 -- and you've got a
25 know that, I think, is inportant to keep in mnd. 25 coupl e of 501(c)(4)s, you' ve got donations froma
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1 couple of real people, and donations froma couple of 1 Now, when you | ook at the purpose and intent
2 corporations. 2 clause, just to keep this at a very high level, you
3 So under the advisory opinion the result 3 find out that you don't get original sources identified
4 would be that the top three donors of original nonies 4 and you do get internediaries identified. So, you
5 would be the real people and the corporation, because 5 know putting aside the statutory construction analysis
6 they're, you know 59 -- 59 -- 5.9 mllion, 5 nllion, 6 inthe -- inthe-- inthe--inthe brief or inthe
7 5nllion. You know there may be a tie between the 7 nmeno for one nonent and just thinking about this as
8 corporation and the real person, but at a mnimumwe 8 what were the voters expecting this to do, they --
9 knowthat -- that, you know you would get -- you're 9 they -- based on the purpose and intent clause, they

10 not going to get GOCD PAC GREAT 501(c)(4), and BEST 10 were expecting original sources and not to result in

11 501(c)(4). 11 essentially the kind of intermediary identification

12 So why -- why woul d that conport with the 12 that -- that you woul d get under the alternative

13 purpose and intent of the Act, putting aside all the 13 construction.

14 construction stuff that's inthe AO? Rght to knowthe |14 Now it also so happens that we, in the AQ

15 original source of the major contributions, we think 15 propose that the alternative construction is not

16 that inthis case that's the -- the real -- the real 16 consistent with the structure of the Act as well, which

17 people and the real corporation. And then stop the 17 clearly identifies that folks, in their canpaign

18 practice of laund- -- 18 finance reports, are supposed to be identifying the

19 And this is the language on the Act. | won't |19 original source and the -- and the internediary

20 -- you know, and obviously it has its own cast toit. 20 separately.

21 | don't want to pretend like | -- | don't want to -- | 21 So if we can go to this one.

22 don't want to -- | don't want to indicate that | 22 And | don't nean to keep going. |'mjust

23 subscribe to the precise tone, but it is -- the 23 going to keep going unless someone has a question.

24 language is what it is. 24 So the objections. Thisis an attenpt, ina

25 Stop the practice of laundering political 25 very shorthand way, to get at the -- particularly the
Page 39 Page 41

1 contribution to hide original source. 1 letters we got yesterday. You know and this was al so

2 So what would that mean? If you believe that | 2 noted, | should note, in Qpportunity Arizona' s and

3 to be the case, well, then -- well, GO PAC doesn't 3 (@PL's letters as well. In sone cases, if no donor of

4 tell you very much. GO PAC doesn't tell you really 4 original nonies is greater than $5,000, you end up wth

5 anything at all. And the point of viewof the VRKAis 5 no donor to disclose.

6 that -- is, infact, that. The VRKA says that GOOD PAC | 6 So, you know, and the response to that is

7 and GREAT 501(c)(4) and Arizonans For Good Suff and 7 that that's -- that is aresult of the focus of the Act

8 all those kinds of nanes are not neaningful toward 8 being on preventing the use of internediaries to

9 voters exercising their rights to be informed about 9 obscure ngjor contributions. So if you don't have

10 who's actually looking for -- who's actually vying for |10 najor contributions to report, then -- to put on a

11 their vote. 11 disclainer, then that is consistent with, in our view

12 V¢ can go to the next one. 12 the language of the Act, but also the purpose of the

13 So we think that the alternative here under 13 Act.

14 this fact pattern, which is very sinplified, 14 The alternative, as we talked about, reveals

15 wunderstand, but would be okay -- so if you take or, 15 internediaries, not donors of original nonies or najor

16 right, as the -- as the -- as the sine qua non of this, |16 contributions.

17 Q0D PAC, GREAT 501(c)(4), and BEST are, quote, 17 So then we get intoalittle hit -- wetry to

18 unquote, direct contributions. Sointhat or -- if you |18 talk, boil down a little bit the PAC 501(c)(4) as

19 interpret that or to be a choice between indirect or 19 exanples of people, aren't they donors, aren't they

20 direct, you have three direct contributors, you know 20 giving directly, right. Soif | giveto--if | give

21 they would say that they are contributing original 21 $50,000 to, you know, Qtizens for Arizona, and

22 noni es because they' ve col | ected donations fromfol ks 22 (tizens for Arizona turns around and gi ves $20,000 to,

23 who had original nonies, presunably, and therefore the |23 you know, the initiative canpaign, right, thenisn't --

24 top three donors woul d be GOXD PAC, CGREAT 501(c)(4), 24 isn't theinitiative -- isn't the Gtizens for Arizona

25 and BEST 501(c)(4). 25 also a donor.
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1 And the answer to that really does get to 1 top-- are both -- one of us is a direct donor and one

2 this -- howthis phrase, directly or indirectly, 2 of usis anindirect donor, and we both end up there,

3 operates inlaw You know, | think that -- we think 3 that $5 mllionis getting counted twice. And so the

4 that, in viewof howthat phrase is used in Arizona 4 disclainer would be msleading, because you have no way

5 law the Legislature's direction that we shoul d apply 5 of accounting if you apply -- if you don't apply direct

6 statutes in a manner where words that have taken on a 6 or indirect inthe way that you traditionally apply it

7 particular meaning and context in Arizona |aw should be | 7 in Arizona law you end up with these situations where,

8 appliedinthis consistent manner, that that's 8 you know, the donors mght get naned if they're in the

9 referring to donors. 9 topthree, but the internediary mght also be naned and

10 Because the original donors, the original 10 it's the same $5 million. And that is a conclusion

11 noney possessor, is the only person who can give 11 that | think is somewhat at odds with, you know --

12 directly or indirectly. APACthat only solicits 12 well, it's not just sonewhat at odds. | think it's at

13 contributions and has no business incong, it is only 13 odds with, you know, the rules of statutory

14 ever going to give directly. So the phrase directly or |14 construction and how you read statutes.

15 indirectly, if we look at the neno, the exanples are 15 V¢ can go to the next slide.

16 there, is designed to focus on a person not being able |16 So the next thing we talk about is, doesn't

17 to use an internediary to avoid a thing. 17 this result in less disclosure. And we have anot her

18 So that's why, for exanple, in the statutes 18 slide about this that | just was working on as we cane

19 related -- that we cited related to conflict of 19 inafter this, but | want to just highlight this here

20 interest and paynent for -- illegal paynents under the |20 first.

21 Arizona Code, you can't get a gift directly fromyour 21 S0 16-925 is the -- is the cite in the ASF --

22 patron, nor can your patron give the noney to his 22 ASVF letter, and they talk about how, under that rule,

23 friend to get the noney to you, right. That was the 23 if you're a PAC you know, you have to donate -- you

24 exanple that we highlighted in the -- inthe -- inthe |24 have to identify your three higgest PAC contributors.

25 meno. So that's where the phrase directly or 25 Now you know, why is that -- why is that not -- why
Page 43 Page 45

1 indirectly appears nost often. It's designed to 1 does this result in-- not result in |ess disclosure?

2 prevent evasion by going around the core of the 2 Véll, in a manner of speaking, any information on the

3 obligation. 3 signis sone disclosure. The problemis that the

4 So, again, and a -- and a real possible 4 disclosure that you're -- that you' re talking about

5 result of the alternative is that you will never have 5 there is exactly the kind of intermediary disclosure

6 indirect donors revealed -- or, you'll never have 6 that the VRKA says it wants -- it thinks -- the VRKA

7 direct -- anything other than direct donors reveal ed. 7 says this, that it thinks is not neaningful, right.

8 Because what woul d happen woul d be, for exanple, let's 8 So the Act has a position on what the better

9 say, you know if you're figuring out a top three and, 9 disclosureis, and it has a systemthat, once you get

10 again, all your higgest donations are PACs, and within |10 up to 25,000 or $50,000 in spending, on what the

11 those PACs are a lot of original nonies that were 11 disclosure ought to be. And so the fact that sone |ess

12 donated by individuals, they're going to get -- they're | 12 neaningful disclosure under 16-925 night fall out from

13 going to get crowded out in that top three. 13 that, again, is not -- doesn't result -- is not a

14 You know;, does everybody understand that? 14 result of a-- of any kind of analytical problem It's

15 Essentially you'd be -- you'd be -- if you -- if you 15 sinply a policy choice the voters nade.

16 stacked your PAC noney on top of your original noney 16 And then -- and then the voters al so deci ded

17 donors, you see that they drop out of the top three. 17 that, and there's other sections of the VRKA that talk

18 And that is contrary to what the -- not just the 18 about this -- that says the grassroots PACs and stuff

19 language, but the structure and the purpose of the -- | |19 that don't have serious money and have nostly -- and

20 should say, not nerely the exact text of 16-974(C, but |20 have individual donors, those folks are not getting

21 the remainder of the text of the VRKA 21 disclosed because the purpose is to narrowy focus on

22 You know, | think another exanple -- another |22 najor donors.

23 thing that happens within that is, let's say that I 23 Another -- another point | want to hit real

24 give Mark's PAC$5 nillion and Mark's PAC gives 24 quick, donors do not have an obligation to provide

25 Christina's PAC$5 mllion. If Mrk and | are at the 25 opt-out opportunity to their donors before a covered
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1 person may use those dollars for canpaign nedia 1 realize the font was so small. 501(c) -- thisis
2 spending. That's true, and we've said that in a 2 basically what | said before. 501(c)(4)s under 16-925,
3 different AQ but we don't see that as a -- at |east 3 no additional disclosures; under VRKA they'd have to
4 fromstaff's perspective, we don't see that as a 4 disclose donors of original monies over 5,000. PAGs,
5 conflict, because there's no reason why a PAC can't 5 top three; PAGCs, VRKA woul d have to disclose donors of
6 tell its donors that -- its subdonors that their names 6 original nonies over 5,000.
7 may be disclosed. And, in fact, in nany cases those 7 So the conclusion is that the alternative
8 nanes are already going to be disclosed on canpai gn 8 reading at best just replicates 16-925 w thout any
9 finance reports. So there is a concern expressed 9 additional disclosure and only will end up disclosing
10 later, and we'll talk alittle bit nore about this, 10 internediaries. The purpose of the VRKA as stated in
11 about some issues around that, but that's sort of where |11 the purpose and intent clause, is to have nore
12 that sits for now 12 rneani ngful discl osure.
13 | think we can go to the next one, yeah. 13 Ckay. So | just want to get through these
14 Sothisisalittle hard toread. And | was |14 last two real quick. You can't approve the advisory
15 trying to drill down a little nore on the 16-925 issue, |15 opinion close to an election. You know this one |
16 if people are interested, and so | put the |anguage 16 sinply would say that if that's the case, then we need
17 there. 17 to get rid of the energency advisory opinion rule
18 501(c)(4)s, under 16-925, don't do anything 18 altoget her because we coul d never approve an advisory
19 other than disclose their own -- their ow nane -- that |19 opinion within 20 days of an election. | don't think
20 nay not be hig enough -- other than disclose their own |20 that's true. | also don't think there's any risk of
21 name and that the thing was paid for by the -- was not |21 voter confusion. | think the only risk | can think of,
22 paidfor by a candidate, right. Sothe lawprior to 22 which is not a risk under an advisory opinion at all,
23 VRKA was a 501(c)(4) didn't disclose anything on a sign |23 is sonebody who made expenditures based on the
24 at all other than its own nane. 24 assunption they had about the anbiguity here and
25 PACs were treated differently, but, again, in |25 printed a bunch of signs and they're worried about
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1 this very kind of strange way where you only got to 1 sonebody coming back at themon the signs. But that's
2 know the PAC donors to the PAC which is strange 2 atotally different process and there's nothing about
3 because PAGs don't take just noney fromother PACs. 3 this safe harbor request that has anything to do with
4 PAGs take money fromb501(c)(4)s, PACs take money from 4 anybody -- anybody else's risk. This is only creating
5 individual's, PACs take noney fromall kinds of 5 asafe harbor. It's not identifying an enforcenent
6 different sources, but for sone reason the Legislature, 6 procedure. And it's got, at best, an attenuated, |
7 inputting together 16-925, said we're only going to 7 woul d say nonexistent, relationship to voter confusion.
8 identify PAC donors. 8 Those are the kinds of things that courts |ooked at
9 So why is that -- why -- why does that matter | 9 when they said you can't do something close to an
10 here? Véll, when we talk about whether or not -- we're |10 election.
11 talking about nore or less disclosure, we have to 11 But like | said, there's no end point for
12 understand what disclosure we're tal king about in the 12 that, and so, you know the real bottomlineis that if
13 first place. And the disclosure under 16-925 is: 13 we can't approve an advisory opinion this close to an
14 501(c)(4)s, no disclosure; and PAGs, disclosure that 14 election, then ve can't have a rule that allows for a
15 wll omt every original source and every non- PAC 15 short-termturnaround on these advisory opinions at
16 source, and so it creates, inny view a nore distorted |16 all. Andin fact, we'd have to have a deadline in the
17 picture of where a PAC s noney comes fromthan VRKA 17 rules, that doesn't currently exist, that says after
18 VRKA nay result in fewer nanes, fewer -- fewer 18 sone date no advisory opinions wll be issued. That's
19 identifications on a sign, but those -- but the policy |19 not the policy currently. | don't think that we need
20 position of the VRKA as expressed in its language, is |20 to overrule our rules here, but this -- this particul ar
21 that the names that are disclosed ought to have some 21 suggestion woul d require the Commission to essentially
22 neaning to the voter and ought to give the disclaimer 22 reject its own rules.
23 sone neani ngful information. 23 Then | want to -- oh, if | could do -- go
24 So we can go to the next one. 24 back one nore. Just | want to talk about the House
25 So | tried to outline here -- again, | didn't |25 VMictory letter real quickly. | think that's very
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1 helpful to understanding sone of the differences 1 construction and reading that we put forward in the
2 between what PACs, who are used to operating in the 2 proposed AOis solid. And | think it's solid because
3 federal system are used to in terns of howthey 3 we look to the traditional rules of construction for
4 earmark and distribute their money; however, | think 4 phrases like direct or indirect that Arizona courts and
5 that the better way to address that woul dn't be through | 5 the Arizona Legislature tell usto. And that is, you
6 this, but mght be to -- you know, |ooking at 6 know to use ajargoning term that's textualism And
7 recommending a legislative change, if the Legislature 7 that is something that -- and | think that what we --
8 was interested in hearing fromus on that -- | suspect 8 what we proposed there is -- so | think what we
9 they're not, but at a mnimum that's certainly on the 9 proposed there is correct.
10 table -- and then less Iikely, making additional 10 Now, that said, | certainly recognize that,
11 substantive rules in this area. 11 you know, we -- getting the response we got fromthe
12 The reason -- the reason | say less likely to |12 two letters that we got late yesterday -- you know
13 nake additional substantive rules is, inour rulemaking | 13 granted, it mght have been nore hel pful if folks
14 throughout this last year and a half we have tried to 14 weighed in when the -- when the -- when the -- when the
15 make our rules largely procedural, you know And you 15 actual requests were circulated. You know we kind
16 can't avoid, | think, to some extent, having some 16 of -- I'mnot sure we want to encourage, in the future,
17 substantive aspect to an adninistrative rule. And 17 sort of waiting to see what the staff says and then --
18 whether or not arule is substantive or procedural is 18 and then attacking that. That -- we nay have to | ook
19 something that all of the |awers here spent at |east 19 at whether or not that's going to be an effective way
20 one senester trying to figure out, and they all got 20 to do decision making here. There was nothing that
21 better grades than | did. So, you know, but the bottom | 21 woul d have prevented either of the people who filed
22 lineis that it's still been our effort here in 22 their letters yesterday fromfiling letters within the
23 inplenenting this to not make a lot of policy 23 tine frame that was allocated for themto do so. So,
24 pronouncenents in our rules. 24 you know, but | think that we -- "Il just be candid.
25 The fact is, though, that one of the tensions |25 | think we got it right.
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1 herethat -- with the real world that the House Victory | 1 Now, that said, | recognize the concerns in
2 letter identifies is, look, you know we may have a 2 the regulated comunity. |f anyone has listened to
3 person who -- who, you know essentially put dollars 3 these neetings over the course of the past 18 nonths
4 into the streamof noney, streamof conmerce, as it 4 about this, if there's one refrain we have it has been
5 were, and don't realize that that money coul d end up 5 we are sensitive to the needs of the regul ated
6 being disclosed on asignin Aizona. | nean, the 6 comunity and we are concerned about naking sure that
7 reality is that that's sonething that, at |east since 7 folks understand that, froma staff perspective, our
8 2022 when this passed, was a risk, | think. And so | 8 approach to this is to be focused on conpliance and not
9 think that, you know that is something -- but that's 9 enforcement. MNow there nay be enforcenents. That
10 something that a fundraiser, the person responsible for |10 doesn't nean there's no enforcenents. It sinply neans
11 donor relations at these organizations, can work with 11 that we want to have an open door to the regul ated
12 to ensure that folks have that know edge. In other 12 comnity as much as possi bl e.
13 words, you don't necessarily need the governnent to 13 The regul ated conmunity -- sone nenbers of
14 tell you to tell your customers what their risks are. 14 the regul ated community have taken advantage of that
15 You know, and so | think that's a bal ance 15 door nore than others. V¢'re having -- but | will
16 that's -- that folks should be able to strike 16 just -- to go back to the earlier part of the neeting,
17 thensel ves. But, that said, you know as staff, from 17 part of the reason we were able to inprove the -- the
18 staff's perspective, we are certainly open to an 18 Secretary's (fice was able to inprove what they' re
19 effective and sound approach to addressing that issue 19 doing on the -- on the -- on the VRKA forns was through
20 if -- if that were something that was possible. 20 being responsive to the regul ated comunity and nmaki ng
21 So that's kind of -- | think that's it. And |21 sure folks knowthat they have a place where they can
22 then | brought it back to this is just a reviewof what |22 be heard by the Secretary's Cifice or by our office,
23 the purpose and intent of the clause were. 23 so0 --
24 o, you know, ny -- so ny bottomline here 24 But in keeping with all that, that said, |
25 is, you know look, | amfairly confident that the 25 can understand why you have concerns over -- over
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1 coments that we've received, and so that's why, you 1 M. Asonisreferring to on the screen?
2 know staff is perfectly content if you also-- if you 2 MS. JARRELL: CQould you repeat it one nore
3 were to say, we don't feel -- you know, we don't -- we 3 tine?
4 don't have an ax to grind -- or, adog in the fight of 4 M. ALSON  It's the one titled alleged
5 whether or not we think that you need to do this today. 5 anbiguity.
6 V¢ donot. Ve sinply think -- but we do think that 6 MR QOQLLINS It should be 6.
7 we've done an effective job of assessing this lawin 7 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'s this the one you vere
8 viewof all of the rules that go into addressing this 8 talking -- okay.
9 kind of issue. 9 M5, ALSON  Yes. Thank you, Chair.
10 So that's sort of ny presentation. |'mhappy | 10 So here -- it's not our viewthat direct and
11 to take questions. And obviously, | knowthere are 11 indirect is really nodifying donors; it's directly or
12 other fol ks who want to speak. 12 indirectly making contributions of original nonies to
13 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you. 13 the covered person. And so naybe an exanple will
14 | know we have a coupl e of people who want to |14 illustrate our position. A direct contribution of
15 speak. Are there any Menbers of the Commission who at | 15 original nonies woul d be the nonies or a contribution
16 this point want to ask Tomany questions? 16 anindividual or an entity might make, because
17 (No response. ) 17 individual s have personal nonies and entities have
18 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, M. Q son, 18 business incone, so they're making direct contributions
19 did you wish to speak? 19 of original nonies.
20 M. dson, could you start off by stating 20 Wiat the advi sory opinion classifies as maybe
21 your name and your firmfor the record? 21 aninternediary, but in our normal kind of procedure is
22 M. ALSON  Absol utely. Chair, 22 typically a PACor a (c)(4) or a (c)(6) or asimlar
23 Conmissioners, thank you for having ne today. | very 23 organization, those are the organizations that are
24 much appreciate the opportunity to address you. M 24 naking indirect contributions of original nonies. And
25 nane is Tracy Ason, |'man attorney at Snell & Winer, |25 if you see that, that's howthe statute is phrased.
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1 and I"mhere today on behal f of Arizona Senate Victory 1 It's directly making contributions of original nonies,
2 Fund. 2 individual and entities, or indirectly making
3 For all the reasons we've stated in our 3 contributions of original money, neaning |'mnaking an
4 letter and those other letters that were subntted to 4 indirect contribution of original noney as a PAC o
5 you, we oppose the interpretation that was put forthin | 5 that's our interpretation, and we think that's -- that
6 the draft advisory opinion. | won't restate all of 6 closer hues to the text of the statute here, especially
7 those points now, but | do want to take this tine to 7 because | think the advisory opinion interpretation
8 rebut a fewof the points in the presentation just to 8 really focus on the idea of an original source, and the
9 ensure that our interpretationis clear to you, because | 9 idea of a source, or that term it's not defined in the
10 | think there are a few points that we disagree with. 10 Act and it's also not in the statute.
11 | think I'I'l start first with the slide that 11 So fromthis textual interpretation we woul d
12 was titled alleged anbiguity and kind of the difference | 12 then work backwards on sone of the objections that were
13 between the interpretations that was proposed in the 13 addressed by the Director. The first and perhaps nost
14 draft advisory opinion versus the interpretation that 14 inportant is the timng of this advisory opinion. V¢
15 was proposed in our letter and al so nmany of the letters | 15 appreciate that the rules put a 20-day tineline on you,
16 that you received prior to ours. 16 but approving an advisory opinion |ike this one that
17 | don't think it's fair to characterize our 17 carries so mich, you know discourse and di sagreenent,
18 position as comng down to just or; we are also looking |18 it really shouldn't be approved this close to an
19 at the full text of the statute, and really our 19 election, because prior to Tuesday all -- nost, if not
20 interpretation traces the order of the statute and 20 all, covered persons had interpreted the top three
21 looks at exactly what directly and indirectly are 21 donor to include, perhaps the way the Director put it,
22 modi fying. 22 direct or indirect donors, meaning both internediaries,
23 CHARVW KKMBLE  Ms. Qson, if | could ask 23 as terned in the advisory opinion, and it included
24 you to pause just for a second. 24 those original source donors.
25 Is it possible to get the slide that 25 So everybody, to our know edge, has been
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1 operating on this understanding, and, you know rmonies 1 covered person.
2 have been spent, signs have been printed. V¢ didn't 2 And so the way we viewthis is a direct
3 feel aneed to weigh in before then because that was 3 contribution of original nonies to a covered person,
4 the status quo. 4 i.e., adonor who directly makes the three |argest
5 So we also think it's not accurate to say 5 contributions of original monies to a covered person,
6 that the advisory opinionis just a safe harbor. 6 neans that the holder of the original nonies has nade
7 Wile, yes, it does provide a safe harbor opportunity, 7 that contribution to the covered person directly, so
8 if it allows youto followit to avoid enforcenment 8 there's a direct link between the original nonies and
9 action, the natural result of that is that it nmeans not 9 the covered person, one stop.
10 follow ng the advisory opinion could result in an 10 Then indirect contributions of original
11 enforcenent action. And soit's kind of the 11 nonies, under the statute, woul d mean that the original
12 Comission's statement on what the | aw neans, and 12 noni es have made nore than one stop, the original
13 changing kind of people's understanding about what the |13 nonies have indirectly nade their way to the covered
14 lawneans in the mddle of an election cycle, five days |14 person. Now the hol der of the original nonies isn't
15 before a prinmary election, | think is areally 15 the donor to the covered person. The donor of the
16 dangerous precedent to start. 16 original nonies, in that sense, is the -- what the
17 Next -- 17 advisory opinion classifies intermediaries, but the
18 QOMM SSIONER GHAN M. Chai rman and 18 PAC
19 M. dson, I'msorry tointerrupt, but | have a 19 So an exanpl e mght help here. You have
20 question. 20 Donor A Individual A contributes to PACB. And PACB
21 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Cormi ssi oner Chan. 21 contributes to PACC And PAC Cis the covered person.
22 OCOMM SSIONER CHAN And it's going back to 22 PACBis not a covered person. And part of PACB's
23 this very, you know bland, dry idea of the slide that |23 contribution to PAC Ccontains the original nonies
24 was actually up. Can you go back to that, and naybe 24 received fromPerson A The original nonies that were
25 really you haven't left it, but I'mtrying to 25 contributed to PAC Cwere contributed indirectly. And
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1 understand the distinction between what the draft 1 sothat's kind of the difference between our
2 advisory opinion says and what you're trying to convey 2 interpretation here and the idea that it neans direct
3 tous. Canyou help ne with that? 3 or indirect donors. | think it conmes to the same
4 And I"'mlooking at your letter, and it may be | 4 result, but | think that the reading that |'mtrying to
5 that | do need nore time, | don't know what the rest of 5 articulate here is nore closely matched with the text
6 the Cormssioners think, but | just want to make sure | 6 of the statute.
7 understand the distinction between what you're seeing 7 QoMM SSIONER GHAN Ckay.  Thank you. | -- |
8 in the advisory opinion and this enphasis on or versus, 8 do think I"'mmssing sonething. |'mjust going to keep
9 you know original nonies. And original nonies, | 9 listening. Because when you're explaining -- | think
10 think you already referenced, is a defined termthat 10 I'mnissing sonething. Because when | hear what you're
11 nmeans business incone or an individual's personal 11 saying, | feel like that is what the advisory -- draft
12 nonies. Soif you -- if you can help ne with that, and | 12 advisory opinion is saying, and that's where |'m
13 it may nean retreadi ng what you' ve al ready gone over, 13 nissing sonet hi ng.
14 and | apol ogi ze for that. 14 M. ALSON  Sure.
15 M. ALSON  Sure, Cormi ssioner Chan. 15 QOMWM SSIONER CHAN | know | nust be missing
16 Absolutely. |'mhappy to kind of discuss the 16 sonet hi ng.
17 differences between the two. 17 M. OLSCN  Chair, Commissioner Chan, and
18 So | think in the statenents that were nade 18 naybe | could clarify that point. | think the
19 here today or perhaps a prior understanding of our 19 difference between the two is that the advisory opinion
20 position was that direct or indirect means did | 20 is saying only original sources can be one of the three
21 directly donate to the covered person or did | 21 largest contributions; what we're saying is the top
22 indirectly donate to the covered person by virtue of ny |22 three donors isn't exclusive to original sources. So
23 original nonies being passed through. However, the way |23 you can be a top three donor if you've directly made a
24 that the text of the statute is phrased here, it's 24 contribution of original nonies, or you can be a top
25 directly making contributions of original nonies to the |25 three donor if you've indirectly made a contribution.
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1 And that doesn't nean that the person who hol ds the 1 opinion, if adopted, will have serious First Arendment
2 original nonies has indirectly contributed, it neans 2 inplications.
3 the person who -- or, the person who originated those 3 So consi der a donor contributes a hundred
4 original nonies is the indirect donor, it neans that 4 thousand dol lars to PACA And then PACB -- PACA
5 the person who takes control of those original monies, 5 contributes that to PACB, and potentially it gets
6 the PAC if youwll, they are indirectly contributing 6 passed another tinme. MNow these transfers aren't nade
7 those original nonies. 7 for the purpose of concealing, but that's howit goes,
8 | think that the advisory opinion by GPL puts | 8 PACs contribute to other PAGs. And eventual |y that
9 thisreally well in the sense that it says original 9 noney ends up into a covered person's information, and
10 nonies don't lose their identity as they' re passed from | 10 that person's information has been communicated to a
11 person to person. Soif -- if this were to say, you 11 covered person as a part of those transfer records that
12 know, the top three sources of original nonies 12 the law requires.
13 contributed directly or indirectly, that mght get you |13 Now that donor, let's say, has been nmade on
14 to the answer the advisory opinionis getting to. But 14 the top three, and tonorrow he's sitting on his couch
15 it doesn't say top three sources. It asks who donated |15 and watches TV and it says his name as a top three to a
16 to the covered person and was that donation a direct 16 PAC he's never heard of to a cause he doesn't support.
17 contribution of original money or an indirect 17 And nowthis interpretation is going to force
18 contribution of original noney. 18 associ ation between that donor and the PAC and that
19 QOW SSIONER CHAN (kay.  Thank you. 19 nessage, even though the donor had no idea it was
20 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 20 happeni ng because that wasn't -- that wasn't the intent
21 Commi ssi oner Chan. 21 of the contribution. V@ think that's going to end up
22 M. OLSCN Chair, if | nay. 22 chilling speech. And we also think that listing a
23 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Yes, you may -- 23 donor who has no idea that the PAC even exists or naybe
24 M. ALSON  Thank you. 24 doesn't support the nessage of the ad is far nore
25 CHA RVAN KKMBLE -~ Ms. d son. 25 nisleading than potentially doubl e counting, as the
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1 M5, ALSON A fewother points that we wanted | 1 Director put it.
2 toclarify. W think it's incorrect to say that 2 |'"d also like to maybe consider an
3 nothing is stopping a covered person fromnotifying the | 3 alternative fact pattern that mght illustrate that
4 subdonors, and that's because contact information, and 4 there still will be original sources that are disclosed
5 especially the type of contact information that woul d 5 onthe top three donor rule. Andif it's helpful,
6 be necessary to inmediately contact a subdonor, is not 6 perhaps switching to the slide that lists the exanple
7 part of the transfer records that are given. You know, | 7 with the three donors. And I'Il -- I"Il suggest two
8 transfer records are going to say name, where you work, | 8 fact changes to this exanple to illustrate ny point.
9 nmaybe an address, but it's not going to give you a 9 OOWM SSI ONER PATON | have a question.
10 phone nunber, an e-nail address to where you coul d 10 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Gonmi ssi oner  Pat on.
11 reach out to these people. 11 COW SSI ONER PATON So the original donor
12 Again, we're five days fromthe election. If |12 gives noney to a PAC and they're taking that noney
13 you do adopt the advisory opinion today, PACs who have |13 fromPAC1 and transferring it to PAC2 or 3, and it's
14 already, you know, printed their documents or maybe are | 14 not what the donor believes in necessarily. | don't
15 printing things later today or tomorrow they night 15 wunderstand that. Wy are they -- why are they not
16 have to -- | nean, we don't have contact infornation 16 explaining to the donor what's -- you know that it may
17 for these subdonors that are now going to be listed on |17 go to sonewhere you don't want? To ne that's -- you
18 potentially a television ad. 18 know, | don't understand that.
19 And | think we can all agree that there's a 19 M. ALSON  Chair, Conmi ssioner, thank you
20 big difference between your nane on the reports that 20 for your question.
21 are givento the Secretary of State's CGfice as it is 21 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  Sure.
22 required to list both, you know original sources all 22 M. QLSCN | think perhaps the Chair's
23 the way to passthroughs and your nane on a tel evision 23 question at the beginning of today's session m ght
24 ad. And naybe another exanple might illustrate this 24 illustrate that. For exanple, he asked about a PAC
25 and the fact that we believe that this advisory 25 that had listed a 2.2 nillion contribution fromanother
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1 PAC but | believe that PAC was actually formed for a 1 $10 mllion, both because Archie contributed directly

2 different election cycle. So they raised sonme noney, 2 to the covered person and because GOID PAC contri but ed

3 let's say they have some | eftover noney, and now 3 indirectly to the covered person. Then QXD PAC as an

4 they're looking to distribute it, but let's say 4 indirect contributor -- or, a contributor of indirect

5 two ballot initiatives mght not drawthe sane exact 5 original nonies, would be the second one, wth another

6 sphere of people. Solet's say | feel very 6 $10,000. And then finally, Charley Gorporation woul d

7 passionately about Ballot Initiative A and Ballot 7 be the third entity listed, with a total aggregate

8 Initiative Arises and falls or whatever outcone inthe | 8 contribution of 11.9 -- or, $10.9 mllion. So under

9 2024 election, and then this PAC has noney |eft over. 9 those circunstances our interpretation would still

10 Fast forward to the 2026 election. This PAC |10 yield individual or corporate donors if they are in the

11 is looking for sonething to contribute its noney to. 11 top three donor, but it would give meaning to every

12 This ballot initiative is as close as you can get maybe | 12 word in the statutory provision.

13 to this PAC but it could be polarizing and not have 13 And so unless there are any other questions,

14 exactly the same sphere. So let's say you're a big 14 | just would urge the Conmission, this is far too

15 donor to PAC A but you have objections to what PAC B 15 inportant of an issue to rush into. V& urge the

16 is doing, but you had previously contributed to PAC A 16 Cormission to consider the energent timng, we're five

17 Vell, if they give all their |eftover noney, and the 17 days before an el ection, the unintended First Arendnent

18 traceable monies in that batch of nonies happens to 18 consequences, and that we real |y shoul d be payi ng

19 trace back to you, now you are Donor Nunber 1 on ads 19 attention to the plain |anguage w thout superinposing

20 for PACBon this potentially polarizing issue. And so |20 potentially the intent of the Act.

21 that's how nonies can be transferred wthout maybe a 21 And the intent of the entire Act is still

22 donor's know edge or intent. 22 being met. Al of the contributions are still being

23 And the House Mictory Fund al so kind of gives |23 put on the reports being sent to the Secretary of

24 an exanple of this. Wat if they're an out-of-state 24 Sate, so those purposes are still being net when you

25 donor, they've never even heard of Prop 211, they don't |25 look at the totality of the Act's provisions. And with
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1 know what's going on here, and they contributed to 1 that, we would ask you to decline issuing the advisory

2 potentially a federal PAC and that PAC gives, you know 2 opinion today.

3 noney to the state PAC and -- what happens then? 3 CHARVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Ms. @ son.

4 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Ckay. 4 Any further questions fromMnbers of the

5 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you.  You can 5 Conmi ssi on?

6 continue. 6 Cormi ssi oner \irt her.

7 M5. QLSCN  Thank you, Chair. 7 QoW SSI ONER VERTHER ~ Thank you, Ms. Q son.

8 So, actually, if you advance it a couple 8 So, actually, just looking at this slide here -- and |

9 slides. This is the exanples where it lists different 9 appreciate your sort of -- your other option as you

10 contribution anounts. 10 explained it. But looking at this one here, | nean, do

11 MR QOCOLLINS Yeah, maybe 10. | think it's 11 you agree that then that's what would actual Iy be

12 10, actually. |'msorry. 12 listed, or essentially just the PAC and the 501(c)(4)s

13 M. ALSON  This is perfect. 13 and we'd never get to, | guess, sort of the -- the real

14 CHAI RVAN K MBLE:  Back one. 14 people listed on the slide?

15 MR OCOLLINS:  Back one. 15 M. LSO\ Yes, Chair, Conmissioner, thank

16 M5, OLSON  Ckay. So | propose changing two |16 you for your question. | do agree that this would

17 facts of this toillustrate a different approach. So 17 accurately reflect perhaps the -- the overall fram ng

18 instead of Dave Corporation, inagine that says Charley |18 of the top three rule under -- under our

19 Corporation. So Charley Corporation has contributed 19 interpretation, but what | woul d take issue with on

20 both to GREAT and to BEST. Then consider Archie Real 20 this slideis that it says no original sources

21 Person gives another 5 million contribution directly to |21 identified.

22 the covered person. 22 The top three rule doesn't require you to

23 Under those circunstances, here woul d be your |23 identify original sources, so|'d just enphasize that.

24 top three donors under our interpretation. It would be |24 VRKA as an Act, requires you to identify original

25 Archie Real Person, with an aggregate contribution of 25 sources, and every single one of those original sources
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1 wll beinthe reports submtted to the Secretary of 1 You know, today is three days too late, and it woul d

2 Sate's Gfice. 2 just be very difficult for the vast regul atory

3 OOW SSI ONER WERTHER - And then ny ot her 3 community to react toit.

4 questionis, | guess, howlike is your interpretation 4 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Thank you.

5 then different than 16-925, which is essentially let's 5 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Ms. @ son.

6 just take the top? Like howdoes it -- you know what | 6 M. ALSON  Thank you.

7 mean? Howis this Act then distinguished fromit? 7 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Tom before | ask you to

8 M. CLSON  Chair, Commissioner, thank you 8 respond, should we hear from--

9 for your question. It's different in a couple 9 MR QCLLINS  Yeah.

10 different ways. The Act specifies that nobody would be | 10 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  -- the other gentlenan?

11 disclosed on any of the disclosure obligations if the 11 MR OQLINS: | don't knowif John has

12 donor hasn't contributed more than $5,000. And so in 12 anything he wants to add.

13 this sense let's say QXD PAC contributed 5,001, GREAT |13 CHA RVAN KEMBLE:  |'s there someone el se who

14 is 5,001, and BEST is 5,001, or even if they were all 14 would like to address this issue on Zoon?

15 19,999, you know Under the current disclosure 15 MR QOLLINS:  John, are you still there?

16 obligations of 16-925, no one would be a top donor 16 MR BERKON ['mhere. Can you guys hear ne?

17 because none of themwoul d go above that threshol d. 17 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Yes, we can.

18 And here it's anybody above 5,000, so -- and again, 18 MR BERKON  Excellent. Thank you so nmuch.

19 this particular circunstance, yes, you're not going to |19 And that was -- that was a really just

20 get anindividual or an entity in your top three, but | |20 interesting back and forth and great presentation. |

21 don't think that this shoul d be taken as the general 21 think our --

22 rule. Bvery political action coomttee or (c)(4), 22 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE  Excuse me.  Could you

23 (c)(6) is going to be different in a naturalized 23 identify yoursel f?

24 approach, and that could change fromday to day, and so |24 MR BERKON (h, I'mso sorry. M name is

25 those -- those are being updat ed. 25 Jonathan Berkon, and |'mhere for Forward Myjority
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1 COW SSONER VERTHER  Ckay.  And then | just | 1 Action, who is a -- one of the two -- or, the requestor

2 have one last question. So | know |ike you've asked, | 2 of one of the two advisory opinion requests that led to

3 guess, that we obviously not adopt the advisory opinion | 3 the draft today.

4 today. |Is that just because of -- | nean, | know you 4 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  (kay.  Thank you. Proceed,

5 have a different interpretation. V&, you know, could 5 John.

6 look back at this again. But is it just because of the | 6 MR BERKON  Excellent. Thank you.

7 timng right now? Soif like later we had another 7 | think our preeninent objective is to get

8 neeting, another discussion about it, | nean, is 8 clarity on what the rule is, so we are -- that's

9 that -- isit just about the timng, or isit just, no, 9 obviously the reason we sought the opinion, and so we

10 we just conpletely disagree with this interpretation 10 are urging the Conmission to issue an opinion. | think

11 and don't want you to adopt it? 11 if the Commission wanted to essentially stay the

12 M. ALSON  Chair, Conmissioner, thank you. 12 effectiveness of that opinion until July 31st so that

13 \¢ do object to the reasoning inside the advisory 13 everyone has an opportunity to, you know, get ready for

14 opinion, so we would urge that you -- you reconsi der 14 the general election and not do anything five days

15 it. And again, these are nuanced issues, | knowwe've |15 before the election, | don't think we would have an

16 thrown a lot at you, and really kind of nuanced 16 objection to that, but | think we need clarity, right.

17 argurents, and | just think that underscores that this |17 | think this discussionillustrates that we

18 kind of consideration takes time. Again, appreciate 18 need clarity, because the worst possible outcone is

19 the 20 days. 19 different nenbers of the regul ated conmunity, who are

20 However, | think if you are inclined to adopt |20 oftentimes conpeting agai nst one other in el ections,

21 theinterpretation that isin the advisory opinion, 1'd |21 operating on different -- under a different set of

22 urge you to wait to adopt that until after the 22 rules. That, | think, iswhat will lead to a loss of

23 elections are over, just given the fact that things 23 confidence in the regulatory schene and will lead to

24 are -- if you're famliar at all with how political 24 the nost kind of uncertainty around -- around how t he

25 comittees go, things are changing on an hourly basis. 25 regul ated community needs to act.
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1 So | think the option of essentially kind of 1 MR QOCOLLINS Yeah. If | may, M. Chairnman,
2 not issuing an opinion is the worst possible outcone 2 | just have a few quick things.
3 here, because it essentially |eaves the regul ated 3 First, onthis direct versus indirect
4 comunity with no direction on howit can conport 4 construction that M. Qson proposes, | think that is
5 itself to avoid an enforcement action. Because thisis | 5 just flat wong on the interpretation of the word
6 not one of those where any nenber of the regul ated 6 indirect. The word indirect neans not direct, such as
7 community can sinply conply by doi ng sorething, quote, 7 deviating froma direct line or course. That's a
8 unquote, like less aggressive, right. You know there 8 dictionary definition. APACwiting a check to the
9 are certainthings, | think -- you know, we ask if 9 covered person is not indirect. It is the definition
10 something is -- something is permssible. And if the 10 of direct. And to apply the word indirect in that way
11 Commission says, sorry, we can't come to an opinion, 11 woul d be applying an upside down definition of the word
12 there's sone things we're like, okay, we won't doit, 12 indirect to the statute and is not possibly legally
13 and therefore we avoi d any enforcenent action. 13 sustainabl e under any school of text. | just think
14 Here we actual |y just need a met hodol ogy to 14 that is dictionary wong.
15 get to the top three. W are required to put a top 15 The conflation with enforcement that's
16 three in the disclaimer. And depending on what the 16 happening | think is problematic. V¢ have arole in
17 Commission says today or if it stays the opinion until 17 enforcement. |'ve articulated in these neetings over
18 7-31, that's the -- that's the answer, right. Like we |18 the course of 18 months how for anybody who wants to
19 are going to-- if we adopt the nethodol ogy that's laid |19 understand it, howwe intend to approach those things.
20 out inthe current draft that M. Gollins laid out, 20 So | would say that the only thing a stay would do here
21 that's one way. |f we use the methodol ogy that was, 21 would be to prevent the safe harbor frombeing created.
22 you know laid out in the Huse or Senate Victory Fund, |22 People -- thisis not a-- thisisnot a-- thisis not
23 that's a different way. And both parties can't be 23 a-- you know, if someone filed an enforcenment action,
24 correct, right. Like there's a correct answer based on |24 that is a different analysis in terns of all the steps
25 how the Conmission answers this question. 25 that go through it. The enforcing officer has to nake
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1 And we're going to find ourselves in a 1 deternminations along those lines. They go under
2 situation in which different people are doing different | 2 different rules. You get different briefing, you get
3 things, and any nmenber, then, of the regulated -- 3 different attorneys, all those things happen.
4 anyone in the public can file a conplaint, and 4 Soit's critical that everyone understand
5 definitionally someone wll have broken the law And 5 that that conflation is not valid under the -- under
6 that's just areally bad -- and then, obviously, they 6 the statute and is trying to drawus into a
7 can go to court and enforce that under the VRKA 7 constitutional problemof our own. So | amcharged
8 So | don't think we can be in a situationin 8 with doing the enforcenent, that is a separate thing
9 which the Corm ssion doesn't answer the question. Like | 9 that | do, and that is inportant that everyone
10 thereis a-- there is an answer, it's going to |ead 10 recognize that is a separate thing that | do. And you
11 that everyone can do it the exact same way, whatever 11 have a separate role under that as well.
12 the answer is, and followthat nethodol ogy. Gherwise, |12 The First Amendment inplications, you know |
13 we're going to be in a spot where peopl e are taking 13 would just say that even if signs are different than
14 different interpretations, and definitionally one wll 14 the reports, the disclosure is disclosure for
15 be right, one will be wong, one will be subject to an |15 First Amendment purposes. And indeed we have -- that
16 enforcement action, one won't be, and we won't know 16 argurment, the courts thus far in the litigation around
17 that ahead of time. And | think that's obviously the 17 Prop 211 have rejected that exact argunent.
18 purpose of the advisory opinion process is to get 18 Finally, two other quick things. Nowhere
19 clarity on that ahead of tine. 19 does the argunents bei ng nade here address the
20 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you, M. Berkon. 20 structure of the Act other than to talk about this
21 Are there any questions from Menbers of the 21 ms- -- sort of msunderstand -- understood definition
22 Commi ssi on? 22 -- use of the word indirect, to change the word
23 (No response. ) 23 indirect to nean direct. There's no discussion really
24 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Ckay. Tom do you want 24 of the structure of the Act, what the Act is getting
25 to - 25 at.
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1 And every single argunent that we heard from 1 having an enforcenent issue? That seens |ike an odd
2 M. Gson, unfortunately, turned on why an original 2 way to do a stay.
3 source shoul d be conceal ed: They're entitled to be 3 The different question, which is the question
4 conceal ed because they don't know, they're entitled to 4 that would be in front of me in ny enforcenent
5 be conceal ed because they don't keep track of their own | 5 capacity, would be shoul d you do an enforcenent against
6 business affairs; they're entitled to be conceal ed 6 sonebody who, under these circunstances, their signs
7 because the fundraiser can't find their phone nunber. 7 identify the wong people prior to, you know -- that's
8 Those are not -- those are policy arguments that have 8 adifferent question. And that's a question -- again,
9 nothing to do with the VRKA and all are directly 9 | would point to the record we've nade over the past 18
10 contrary to both the I anguage of the text and obviously | 10 nonths about how we're going to approach conpliance
11 the purpose and intent. 11 versus enforcenent issues, right.
12 So | feel nore confident of our analysis in 12 So, you know, | woul d say that staying this
13 the AO having had the chance to digest a little nore of |13 would have the -- | take, you know, M. Berkon's point,
14 -- of the Victory Fund' s argunents. | think they 14 and | think it'sa--1 thinkit's made in good faith.
15 create |anguage issues that we will not be able to get |15 | just think that | want to avoid, as much as possibl e,
16 out fromunder. Once we start saying that a person who | 16 conflating the safe harbor issue wth ny decisions on
17 -- anentity that wites a check to a covered person is |17 what | think enforcement should be pursued on and then
18 making an indirect contribution -- 18 vyour separate role on determning howto deal wth
19 Wen | wite a check at Fry's, which | may 19 thoseina--ina--inaset of circunstances where
20 have done recently, you know, |'molder than you all -- |20 that's -- where that's set up. And | think those are
21 well, not all of you, sone of you -- you know, when | 21 separate things. Sowhile -- and | think --
22 wite a check at Fry's, | amdirectly paying Fry's, 22 And, again, the reason |'mpointing at all ny
23 evenif that money came from you know -- from you 23 prior statements about our approach to enforcenment is
24 know, ny parents or sonething like that, | nean, 24 because anyone who | ooks at that shoul d be reassured
25 whatever it is. You knowwhat | nean? The word 25 that our approach to enforcenent in this context,
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1 indirect cannot possibly nean that if | wite a check 1 especially inthis election cycle, has been stated
2 to soneone, that's indirect. That's just not possible. 2 publicly fromthe Executive Director's (ffice now
3 So al | that having been said, Conmissioners, 3 repeatedly for the last 18 nonths. And so | woul d
4 | -- ny encouragenent at this point woul d be that you 4 suggest that no one shoul d be concerned that the -- any
5 approve the AQ you know, because | do think we've got 5 person in the enforcenent side of the house is
6 it right. | think that if we go the alternative way, 6 interested in unnecessarily indul ging in unnecessary
7 we arerunning right into lawsuits that we've already 7 enforcements and -- rather than working wth people on
8 won. And sone of these arguments are sinply better 8 conpliance.
9 nade at the Legislature or in those lawsuits, perhaps, 9 Infact, | just spent the beginning of this
10 but this is consistent with our position across all of |10 neeting talking about how we want to work with
11 the -- all of the litigation that we're involved in and | 11 conpliance on the forns. | think that those things
12 does the best to actually inplenment the statute and 12 shoul d be taken at face val ue, because | have earned
13 does the best job, of the alternatives in front of you, |13 that, quite honestly, fromthe regul ated comunity.
14 of actually dealing with the terns in their ordinary 14 And if you don't have it at face val ue, then people
15 neani ng. 15 need to bring up -- tell nme why. But the bottomline
16 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Tom can | ask you to 16 is that --
17 respond to the suggestion that if we approve this 17 The other thing we runintois, we need to
18 advisory opinion we make it effective the day after the | 18 keep that process separate, because to do otherwse is
19 prinmary election? 19 attenpting to lead us into a universe in which we wll
20 MR OCOLLINS M. Chairman, | am-- | have a |20 have |itigation around what is enforcement and what is
21 problemwith that inthis sense. Al that would do 21 advisory opinion and what did you say then and what did
22 would be preventing the safe harbor. That is 22 you do now. And | think all of those are extrenely
23 conflating the enforcenent process with this process. 23 conplicated admnistrative law questions that | woul d
24 This process says, if you do this, you won't have an 24 prefer not to get into. Sol'mreally kind of opposed
25 enforcenent issue. Wy woul d we withhol d someone not 25 tothe -- | recognize what M. Berkon is saying and |
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1 appreciate it, but | just -- | ampersonally -- | think | 1 Conmissioner Titla.

2 that a stay is unnecessary here and wll cause nore 2 I's there a second to Cormissioner Titla's

3 problens than just letting the enforcement process play | 3 notion?

4 out however -- however it woul d, recognizing everything | 4 OCOW SSI ONER VERTHER 1" I| second.

5 that | have put on the record in these meetings for the | 5 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you. The notion is

6 past 18 nonths. 6 seconded by Conmissioner Veérther.

7 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Ckay.  Thank you. 7 Any di scussi on anong Commi ssi oner s?

8 Have we heard fromevery nenber of the public | 8 (No response. )

9 who w shes to speak on this issue? |s there anyone 9 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  (kay. The notion is to
10 else in the Zoom universe? 10 approve the Executive Director's advisory opinion as
11 (No response. ) 11 submtted. 1'Il call the roll. Gomm ssioner Chan.
12 CHA RVAN KI MBLE: Thank you. 12 QoMM SSI ONER CHANE Aye.

13 Ckay. Any other conments, questions from 13 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titla.

14 Conmi ssi oners? 14 COW SSIONER TI LA Aye.

15 OOMM SSIONER CHAN M. Chai r man. 15 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.

16 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Yeah. 16 COW SSI ONER PATON  Aye.

17 COMSS ONR TITLA: Chair. 17 CHA RVAN KI MBLE: Cormi ssi oner \ért her .

18 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Gormi ssi oner  Chan. 18 QOW SS ONER WERTHER  Aye.

19 I"'msorry. D d someone el se speak besides 19 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Chair votes aye.

20 Commi ssi oner Chan? 20 The advi sory opinion is approved

21 OOW SSIONER GHAN | think 21 5-to-nothing.

22 Conmissioner Titla as well. 22 Thank you very nuch to everyone who cane and

23 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'msorry. @ ahead, 23 comented on this. V& appreciate your tine.

24 Commi ssi oner Chan. 24 ItemM, discussion and possible action on

25 OQOMW SSIONER TITLA' @ ahead, Gormi ssi oner . 25 notice of claimby Bob Branch and The Power of Fives,
Page 83 Page 85

1 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE: Cormi ssi oner  Chan. 1 LLC agai nst Conmissioners in Branch versus Col lins,

2 QOMWM SSIONER CHAN (h,  thank you, 2 (CV2024-004136, Maricopa Gounty. The Conmission nay

3 M. Chairman and Conmissioner Titla. 3 choose to go into executive session on this itemfor

4 | just wanted to state, you know, to you all 4 discussion and consultation with its attorneys to

5 Conmissioners that | do agree with the reasoning inthe | 5 consider its position and instruct its attorneys

6 draft advisory opinion and | -- as | was listening to 6 regarding its position regarding contracts, in pending

7 M. dson, | think | understand where she's com ng 7 or contenplated litigation, or in settlenent

8 from but | don't agree, | think, with that |egal 8 discussions conducted in order to avoid or resol ve

9 reasoning, and | -- so | just wanted to put that out 9 litigation.

10 there. You know, it is alot totake in, especially 10 Gven that this itemhas to do with
11 overnight, but | think the conversation has been good 11 litigation, | would entertain a notion to go into
12 and hel ped shed sone light on the questions we've all 12 executive session.

13 had. And so |'mready to vote when you all are. 13 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON | woul d make t hat
14 CHA RVAN KKMBLE Ckay.  Thank you, 14 notion.

15 Commi ssi oner Chan. 15 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'s there a second to
16 Cormi ssi oner Titla. 16 Comm ssioner Paton's motion to go into executive
17 COM SSIONER TITLA: Yes, Chairman. |'d like |17 session?

18 to nake a nmotion to approve the advisory opinion as put | 18 COW SSI ONER VERTHER | second.

19 forth by the Executive Director. 19 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Second by
20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  You broke up a 20 Commi ssi oner \Mért her.

21 little bit. | just want to make sure | understand. 21 I will call theroll. GCommssioner Chan.
22 You're making a notion to approve the advisory opinion |22 QoMM SSI ONER CHANE Aye.

23 as submtted by the Drector, is that correct? 23 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titla.

24 COW SSIONER TITLA: Yes, sir. 24 COW SSIONER TITLA: Aye.

25 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 25 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on.
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1 OOMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 1 STATE OF ARIZONA )
2 CHALRVAN KIMBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Veért her . ) ss.
3 COWM SS ONR VERTHRR Ay, 2 COUNTY OF MARI COPA )
4 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Chai r votes aye. 3
5 V&' re going to go into executive session. No 4 BE I T KNOW that the foregoing proceedi ngs.
X Lo . . 5 were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
6 staff nenbers will be joining the executive session. ) .
. . . . 6 Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedings
7 Wre going to take just a couple mnutes to get this 7 were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter
8 set up now 8 transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
9 (The fol lowing section of the meeting is in 9 the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
10 executive session and bound under separate cover.) 10 transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
11 R R 11 taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
12 (End of executive session. Public meeting 12 and ability.
13 resumes at 11:52 a.m) 13
14 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay. W' re back in 14 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way related
15 regular session with ItemMVI. Thisis the time for 15 to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor aml
16 consideration of coments and suggestions fromthe 16 in any way interested in the outcome hereof.
17 public. Action taken as a result of public conment 17 ) .
18 will belimted to directing staff to study the matter 12 suly 2024DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 28th day of
19 or rescheduling the matter for further consideration 20 ’ '
20 and decision at a later date or responding to 2
21 criticism Pease linmt your conment to no nore than 22 H”BQ
22 two mnutes. 23 Kathryn A Bl z;c/kwel der, RPR
23 Does anyone on Zoomwi sh to nake a conment ? Certified Reporter #50666
24 (No response. ) 24
25 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Seeing no one, the public 25
Page 87
1 may al so send conments to the Cormission by e-mail at
2 ccec@zcl eanel ecti ons. gov.
3 ItemMII, adjournment. A thisting, |
4 would entertain a notion to adjourn.
5 QOMWM S| SONER PATON 1"l nake a motion to
6 adjourn.
7 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on has
8 motion -- made a notion adjourn. |s there a second?
9 QoMM SSI ONER VERTHER | second.
10 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Second by
11  Cormi ssioner Vérther.
12 I will call the roll. GCommssioner Chan.
13 OOMM SSI ONER CHANE Aye.
14 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Conmi ssi oner Titla.
15 COM SSIONER TITLA: - Aye.
16 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
17 QOMM S| SONER PATON  Aye.
18 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Cormi ssi oner \ért her .
19 OOMM SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye.
20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Chair votes aye.
21 V¢ are adjourned. Thank you.
22 (The proceedi ngs concl uded at 11:54 a.m)
23
24
25
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CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
October 10, 2024
Announcements:

e The General Election is November 5, 2024
e Early voting began October 9

e Clean Elections has a voter registration and outreach exhibit at the Arizona State
Fair which runs through the last week of October. Follow this link to see a recent
Cronkite News story: https://youtu.be/TO9vLZoRcms?t=1277.

e Alec has been working with his team to update the Clean Elections website with
candidates and propositions at the federal, state, county, and as much city levels
information as we can.

e We were scheduled to completed our broadcast debate series October 9 with the
U.S. Senate Debate. We anticipate an oral update at the meeting.

o We are also completing our legislative debate series.
o To watch any of our debates on-demand please go to:
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/arizona-elections/debate-information.

e We completed delivery of the 2024 General Election Voter Education Guide.

e Subject Matter Expert videos where Clean Elections goes in-depth with Arizona
university experts on issue like the economy, immigration and abortion. These
videos are produced from a factual, educational perspective to assist voters in
learning about candidates and ballot measures through our debate programming.
Check them out on at Youtube.com/azccec.

e The Commission produced a special webinar featuring candidates for the Central
Arizona Water Conservation District Board (CAWCD) in partnership with the
Arizona Center for Civic Leadership at the Flinn Foundation. It can be viewed
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUbqgfhJDaocA



https://youtu.be/TO9vLZoRcms?t=1277
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/arizona-elections/debate-information
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUbqfhJDaoA

Voter Education and Outreach:

e Avery has been extraordinarily in demand making appearances presentations in
person and remotely to a diverse group of voters including:
o Captain Activate appearance at Burton Barr Library for reading time
o Presented to Arizona State University Social Work Students
o Appeared at the Phoenix Indian Center for National Voter Registration

Day.

Virtual presentation with Pima County Recorder’s Office and Pima County

Library.

Presented in the Secretary of State’s Native Voting Hour

Appeared at ASU USGD Voter Registration fair

Held Civic Engagement workshop at the MCC Student Voting Summit

Presented and Facilitated discussion at ASU TRIO Youth Summit in

collaboration with Mi Familia Vota.

Voter Education workshop at Tempe Public Library

o Avery participated on a panel in collaboration with the Ed Pastor Center
for Politics and Public Service.

o Gina and Avery presented to students at Glen L. Downs Elementary
school assembly with Captain Activate

e In addition to his demanding outreach schedule, Avery maintains his connections
with the Arizona African American Legislative Council, NAU Votes, Maricopa
Community colleges, Pastor Center and actively participates in the Arizona
Secretary of State Engagement Advisory Board.

e Tom, Gina and Avery attended the Ed Pastor Civic Leadership Awards Luncheon
sponsored by the Ed Pastor Center for Politics and Public Service.

e Gina has been working with the ASU athletics department to develop civic
engagement and voting programming for their coaches and players.

e Gina presented in the Arizona Civics Week Webinar series on the upcoming
election.

e Gina and Tom have provided several media interviews regarding the
Commission’s work.

e Clean Elections hosted an Arizona Capitol Times Morning Scoop segment on the
upcoming election. Panelists included Gina, Scott Jarrett (Maricopa County Co-
Elections Director), Angie Cloutier (Security Operations Manger, SOS), and
William Auther (Chair of the Judicial Performance Commission).

e Gina and Avery attended the 2024 Flinn-Brown Convention.

e Tom traveled to St. Michael’s last week to join officials from Coconino, Navajo,
and Apache counties to discuss voting on KTNN Radio. The two-hour live
broadcast covered voter registration processes, how to vote on election day,
provisional ballots, and other issues for voters of the Navajo Nation.

e Tom appeared on the Latino Loud podcast with Secretary Fontes to discuss
voting in Arizona.

e Tom appeared on Phoenix Channel 7’s Before You Vote television show with
Mike Broomhead to provide a break down Arizona ballot measures.

O O O O ©)

O



Administration and Correspondence from Other Agencies:

e Update on 2024 Participating Candidates:
Total Participating Candidates - 43
Participating Candidates in the General Election - 34
Total Participating Candidate Funding (Primary & General) - $3,133,902

e Staff has been responding to Senator Hoffman’s correspondence and requests
arising from the U.S. Senate debate.

e Election officials, lead by the Secretary of State, have been working to follow up
on an apparent glitch in a state driver’s license database related to the
designation of whether voters have provided documentary proof of citizenship, an
additional requirement of Arizona law in addition to voters attestation they are
citizens. The Arizona Supreme Court agreed with the Secretary that any voters
subject to this issue should not have their 2024 ballot affected. Votebeat, a news
website, has a summary here:
https://www.votebeat.org/arizona/2024/10/03/citizenship-proof-error-federal-only-
voter-registration-drivers-license-records/

e Maricopa County was featured in a 60 Minutes report on election lies and their
aftermath. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/voter-fraud-threats-maricopa-county-
arizona-60-minutes/.

Legal:

Commission

e Center for Arizona Policy v. Arizona Secretary of State, 1CA-CV24-0272, Arizona
Court of Appeals.
o Appeal from the Superior Court. Oral Argument November 5 in Phoenix.
e Americans for Prosperity v. Meyer, No. 24-2933 (9th Cir.).
o Briefing underway. .
e Toma v. Fontes, 1CA-CV24-0002, Arizona Court of Appeals.
o The Legislative Leadership filed Petition for Review to the Arizona
Supreme Court by the legislative leaders.
e The Power of Fives, LLC v. Clean Elections, CV2021-015826, Superior Court for
Maricopa County & Clean Elections v. The Power of Fives, LLC et al. CV2022-
053917, Superior Court for Arizona. No new developments.

Others

The Arizona Supreme Court ordered that vote for Proposition 140, which
proponents call “Make Elections Fair” will be included in the canvass after the
general election. An opinion will follow its recent decision order, the Court
indicated.


https://www.votebeat.org/arizona/2024/10/03/citizenship-proof-error-federal-only-voter-registration-drivers-license-records/
https://www.votebeat.org/arizona/2024/10/03/citizenship-proof-error-federal-only-voter-registration-drivers-license-records/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/voter-fraud-threats-maricopa-county-arizona-60-minutes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/voter-fraud-threats-maricopa-county-arizona-60-minutes/

There are a number of court cases dealing with election procedures currently
pending in Arizona courts. Please let Tom know if you would like information on
these matters.

Appointments:

e No additional information.

2024 Requlatory Agenda:

The Commission may conduct a rulemaking even if the rulemaking is not included on the
annual regulatory agenda. The following information is provided under A.R.S. § 41-1021.02:

Notice of Docket Opening: None.

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: None.

Federal funds for proposed rulemaking: None

Review of existing rules: None pending

Notice of Final Rulemaking: None.

Rulemakings terminated: None.

Privatization option or nontraditional regulatory approach considered: None
Applicable.
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Project Goals

Identify Discover

. Look into broad issue categories and granular,
. Gauge perceptions of Arizona registered and likely smaller issues that matter to Arizonans

voters on top issues
« Drill deep on three key issues driving the

. Learn what issues and debate topics resonate conversation — economics, immigration, and
most with Arizona voters in each region and party abortion

. Provide actionable, strategic recommendations for
voter education and debate discussions




Note before getting started: Enthusiasm for voting is high, and LVs/RVs are similar.

Big ideas in this deck will apply regardiess of if you're thinking about LVs or RVs.

Sample Demographics

B Registered Voters  m Likely Voters - General Election

55%
53%
47%
45%
36% 36%
34%
32% 32%
30% 30%
27% 27%
24%

16% 16% 16% 7%

i . I I I I
Male Female 18-34 3544 45-54 55-64 Republlcan Democrat Independent

Gender Age Party
.N. Demographics: Gender, Age, Party (n=1640 registered voters)

Subgroup: Likely general election voters (n=1481)
N 0 B LE T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

INSIGHTS




The State of the State




Arizona is...

Arizona voters still
believe the state is
headed in the wrong
direction

—On theright track =Going in the wrong direction

55% 5496 53%

e Republicans (69%) are especially a5% 46% 47%
concerned with the condition of
the state — key members of their
base are particularly unhappy:

o Conservatives (72%)
o Those who live in a rural area

(62%)
November 2023 March 2024 August 2024

Q) Do you believe that Arizona is on the right track or heading in the wrong direction? (n=1640

registered voters)
T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to

rounding.




But, despite the
overall
dissatisfaction with

the state, support

for Democratic
control of the state
IS Increasing.

Preferred Party to Run the State

— Republicans ==—Democrats = Neither

43% 44%
41%
37% 8% 20%
20%
180/0 190/0
November 2023 March 2024 August 2024

Q) When it comes to running the state of Arizona, which political party do you believe would do a better

job, in general? (n=1640 registered voters)
t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to

rounding.



What do Arizonans care about?




Our Multilayered Approach

We allow people to select from 50 issues, each of which are slotted into larger categories

e For instance, someone could select “Jobs/Economy (taxes)” OR “Jobs/Economy (gas prices)”

We used a multi-stage question

e Allow people to select as many issues as they want at first ("want to know” issues)
* Then require them to pick their top three (“want to know more”)
¢ And lastly, a single most important issue (“need to know” issues)

This allowed us to get a sense for what people want to know about in general, and what they want to know about the

most

» We also broke this data down by likely voter and likely primary voters from each party

.ﬁ. This is truly unique — most surveys do not get this much detail.
[
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For the next section, there were 12 total categories a respondent could choose issues

from...

Healthcare Government Jobs/Economy

Abortion Elections Infrastructure

Education Gun Policy

Housing

Environment Public Safety Immigration

NOBLE 10
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When asked to select any, issues with Jobs/Economy, Immigration, and Healthcare are at

the forefront of Arizonans’ minds.

Top Issues Influencing Vote Choice
(Select all)

B Registered Voters

69%
61%
57%
549% 54% ,
— 49%
45% 45%%
0,
41%% 399,
34%

Jobs Immigration Health Care Education Housing Infrastructure Abortion Government Guns Elections Public Safety = Environment

@
.N. Q) Candidates for political office have positions on many issues facing Arizona. Of the following issues, which are important for you to know a candidate's position on

o when you are deciding whom to vote for in an election for state office? (h=1640 Registered voters)

NOBLE Tt Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

DICTIVE INSIGHTS
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But when asked to identify their top three issues, abortion climbs four spots, cementing

itself in the top three.

Top 3 Issues Influencing Vote Choice
(Select 3)

B Registered Voters

Rank Change
from “Select e e +4 -1 o -2 +3 - e +2 -5 -1
All 37%
34%
32%
Topics falling in rank
when voters had to
narrow their focus to 249
- - - o 0/
three issues signifies 23% .
that although voters 21%
may care about the
issue, it tends to be at . .
a lower level of 14% 14% 13%
importance. 10% 10%
Topics rising in rank 6%
tend to be front-of-
mind issues.
Jobs Immigration Abortion Health Care Housing Education Elections  Government Guns Environment Infrastructure Public Safety
[
.N. Q) Of the issues you chose in the last question, which are the three most important for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote?
) (n=1640 Registered voters)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 12
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And when asked about their TOP issue, 57% of people selected Abortion, Immigration, or

Jobs/Economy.

Top Issues Influencing Vote Choice

(Select 1)
B Registered Voters
g Rank Change.. +6 - -2 -1 - -2 +3 - +3 -1 -5 -1
Rank Change
from “Select 3" +2 2 +1 1
20%
19%
18%
8% 8%
6%
5% 5%
4%
I I 2% 2% 2%
Abortion Immigration Jobs Health Care Housing Education Elections  Government Environment Guns Infrastructure Public Safety
@
.I \‘IO
() Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=1640 Registered voters)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 13
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A lot of voters care about
affordable housing
(Housing), but when they
had to narrow it down,
laws regarding abortion
access (Abortion)
overtook it.

Border security
(Immigration)
and
inflation/rising
prices
(Jobs/Economy)
were consistently
near the top.

Top Issue Top Issue Top Issue
(Select All) (Select 3) (Select 1)
Affordable Border Security Border Security
Housing (47%) (27%) (15%)

Laws regarding Laws regarding
abortion access abortion access
(21%) (13%)

Border Security
(46%)

Inflation/Rising Inflation/Rising  Inflation/Rising
Prices (45%) Prices (20%) Prices (11%)

Q) Candidates for political office have positions on many issues facing Arizona. Of the following issues, which are important

for you to know a candidate's position on when you are deciding whom to vote for in an election for state office?

Q) Of the issues you chose in the last question, which are the three most important for you to know a candidate's position

when you are deciding how you will vote?

Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will

vote? (n=1640 Registered voters)

t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 15



Abortion’s influence on the democratic vote choice has only gotten stronger over the

duration of this campaign season.

Issues Influencing Vote Choice
(among Democrats)

Abortion ** " “I'm not okay with a minority using their religious beliefs to restrict half of

the population’s healthcare and reproductive choices. If they don't like
abortions, they shouldn’t get them.”

Jobs/Economy

- White, Yavapai County, age 55-64

Housing

Healthcare

W August 2024 “Inflation is killing the American dream of being able to provide for

m March 2024 one’s family.”
= November 2023 - Non-White, non-Hispanic, Maricopa County, age 65+

Education
Immigration
Environment

Elections “Arizona is one of the hottest states in this country in addition to having

one of the largest homeless populations, and housing is necessary for
survival. Making sure it's affordable shouldn’t have to be debated, nor
should affordable healthcare access to safe medical resources. These
11% things should be a priority for everyone, especially those in power for
improving these systems for BIPOC citizens.”
- White, Maricopa County, age 18-34

Government corruption
Gun policies
Infrastructure

o Public safety
.I \‘IO

[ Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=564 Democrats)
NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding 16
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Immigration and Jobs/Economy continue to influence the vote choice of Republicans.

Issues Influencing Vote Choice

Immigration
Jobs/Economy
Abortion
Elections
Healthcare
Housing
Government corruption
Education

Gun policies
Public safety
Environment

@® Infrastructure

.N.

(among Republicans)

|

T am

!
o

1%

22%
21%

B August 2024
® March 2024

November 2023

39%

“The borders need to be closed, and immigrants must be made to go
through the proper channels to enter our country. We are letting in
too many people, and we're giving them our jobs and our healthcare
despite them not being citizens.”

- White, Mohave County, age 55-64

“Inflation is really hurting Arizona residents. People are falling into
homelessness because they can't afford rent!”
- White, Maricopa County, age 45-54

“Abortion should be decided by each state. It is not a federal issue. I
don't think abortion should be allowed after the second trimester and I
have a real issue with my tax dollars paying for anyone’s abortion. Be
responsible for your own decisions!”

- White, Maricopa County, age 55-64

o Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=593 Republicans)

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding 17



Partisan preferences persuade Independents — their top issues encapsulate Democratic

and Republican priorities.

Issues Influencing Vote Choice
(among Independents)
Abortion — 21 “Arizona is flooded with illegal immigration. It affects all walks of life,

from our classroom sizes and availability of teachers to the number of

Immigration 210 Students per class. The high volume of traffic in illicit drugs in our schools
, and trafficking of innocent people are rampant in Arizona. We face criminal
Jobs/Economy | 20/ activities in different neighborhoods--especially in the low-income
Housing N 5" neighborhoods. H_ome!e_ss issues have_ reached their highest levels in Phoenix
and the surrounding cities. The state is overwhelmed.”
healthcare T S 1o, | UOUSE2024 - Non-White, non-Hispanic, Maricopa County, age 55-64
® March 2024

Education rcl% 7% November 2023

Environment [ 300 C 7 “Abortion is healthcare, and it affects every family. Denying access

o to abortion is a public health crisis.”

Government corruption 2% - White, Mohave County, age 18-34
Elections _ 2353
Infrastructure | 39% “All ships rise together. Improving the economy helps everyone!”
- White, Maricopa County, age 45-54
Gun policies ﬂ 4%
@ Public safety F%z%
) @
o Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=483 Independents)

NOBLE T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding 18
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Affordable housing (and Inflation/rising costs, to a lesser extent) demonstrate the

common pain points that transcend party lines.

Top Issue Driver by Party

m Registered voters m Republican m Independent ® Democrat

29%

22%

14%
11% 11%
1)
7% 3% 200 7%
. .... =
Abortion (Laws regarding access) Jobs/Economy (Inflation/rising prices) Housing (Affordable housing) Immigration (Border security)
@
.N. Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=1640 registered voters)

o Subgroups: Independents (n=483), Democrats (n=564), Republicans (n=593)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding 19




The local issue: WATER — In an open-ended question on local issues, perceived water

scarcity is impacting voters.

“Arizona won't be a place where anyone can live if the water doesn’t flow out clean or if we
don’t have enough to supply this big state.”
- Non-White, non-Hispanic, Maricopa County, age 18-34

“Arizona water is very important for the future of the state.”
- Hispanic, Maricopa County, age 18-34

“"We need water to live!”
- Non-White, non-Hispanic, Maricopa County, age 35-44

“We have limited water and yet Arizona leaders are encouraging more people to move
here. The businesses are more concerned with money than the environment.”

. _ - -
'N' White, Yavapai County, age 65+

NOBLE 20
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Key Takeaways

A e Republicans need to know about immigration — that
matters to them more than anything else.

o« For Democrats, abortion matters most. But economics
and other core life concerns — like housing
affordability and healthcare — matter too.

o Everyone wants to talk about inflation. And don't
forget about WATER.

INSIGHT: Immigration, abortion, and inflation
are the key topics. Although abortion has been
on the rise, different voters care about each
issue.

The key: tailoring topics to the audience.

21




Shifts in Voter Focus

Change in issue ranking from March to August 2024




Voters’ focus has drifted from Immigration to Abortion over the last 5 months — remaining

steady everywhere else.

Topics Influencing Vote Choice

(Select One)
= August 2024 = March 2024
23%
20% 20%
19%
18%
13%
9% 9%
8% 8%
6%
5% 5% 5%
4% 4% 4% 4% 4%
Abortion Immigration Jobs/Economy Healthcare Housing Education Elections Government Environment Gun policies Infrastructure Public Safety
corruption
[
ONQ
[ Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=1640 registered voters)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

DICTIVE INSIGHTS
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Biggest Movers since March: Individual Issues

-5

+5 +3

Abortion (whether the

Abortion (Laws candidate calls

Immigration (Border

regarding abortion . : Security)
him/herself pro-life or
access) :
pro-choice)

[
® @

[ Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate's position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=1640 registered voters)
NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 24
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Ballot Propositions

Cheat sheets




Although both are popular despite the fact they conflict with one another, more Arizonans

support an open primary system.

Election-Related Ballot Measures

m Strongly support  mSomewhat support  m Not sure  m Somewhat oppose  m Strongly oppose

Net

Make Elections Fair initiative +37

Arizona Require Partisan Primary Elections +25
Amendment

30 LD Signature Requirement +29

Q) Do you support the Make Elections Fair initiative, which would eliminate partisan primary elections and require all candidates to run in an open primary, among
PY other changes?
Q) Do you support Arizona Require Partisan Primary Elections Amendment, which would require a direct partisan primary election to be conducted for partisan offices?
.N. Q) Do you support a ballot initiative that requires all citizen initiatives to collect signatures from all 30 state legislative districts to qualify for the ballot? (n=1640
o Registered voters)
NOBLE T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 26
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Cheat Sheet:
Elections

e Although they are a newsy topic, only 5% of voters

consider elections their most important issue.

o Election-minded voters care about securing the
integrity of current election laws more than
implementing new laws increasing/decreasing ballot
access or rehashing the 2020 election.

Share of voters who say the results of the 2020 election , _ :
are the most important position of a candidate for them to Voters themselves aren't sure about the finer details of the
learn debate between open versus partisan primaries — they
support both partisan and open primaries.

Potential Question Topics: WAy candidates support or
oppose partisan/open primaries.

@
.N.
o Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate’s position when you are deciding how you will vote? (n=1640 Registered voters)
27




Republicans are the only large demographic who believes that abortion should be illegal

in all/most cases.

Opinions on Abortion

m Abortion should be illegal in all cases

= Abortion should be illegal in most cases
[ ]

Legal Illegal
= Not sure 420/0 ®

Abortion should be legal in most cases Net

Abortion should be legal in all cases

>

Key Demographics:

HHI $50k-$100k: Legal +19
Independents: Legal +12
Republicans: Illegal -19
Democrats: Legal +51
Maricopa County: Legal +23
Hispanic/Latinos: Legal +24
Women: Legal +28

Subgroups: Independents (n=483), Hispanics/Latinos (n=235), Maricopa County (n=853), HHI $50k=$100k (n=588), Republicans (n=593), Democrats (n=563),

.ﬁ. Q) On abortion, which of the following statements best matches your opinion? (n=1640 Registered voters)
[

Women (n=858)
NOBLE Tt Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.
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By a 2:1 margin,
Arizona voters support
adding abortion rights
to the AZ Constitution

e The Arizona Abortion Access Act
would amend the Constitution to:

o Expressly state that every
individual has a fundamental
right to abortion

Prohibit Arizona from denying,
restricting, or interfering with
the fundamental right to
abortion before fetal viability

e By Party:
o Republicans: -6
o Independents: +33
o Democrats: +57

Arizona Abortion Access Act

Total Total
Oppose Support

32% 5996

Net
+27

= Strongly support
Somewhat support

= Not sure
Somewhat oppose

= Strongly oppose

Q) Do you support the Arizona Abortion Access Act, which would establish the right to an abortion any
time before the point of viability? (n=1640 Registered voters)

Subgroups: Independents (n=483), Republicans (n=593), Democrats (n=564)

t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to
rounding.

29



Cheat Sheet:
Abortion

e Roughly half of voters consider abortion when
deciding their vote, and to those voters it is very

important.

o o Nearly two-thirds of Arizona voters (including 50% of
Republicans) support the repeal of the 1864 abortion
ban. One-quarter (27%) think it should have stayed

in place.

Share of voters who say abortion should be legal in all or
most circumstances Abortion is a key issue in Arizona, but voters want deeper
questions — they care less about a pro-choice/life label and
more about the candidates’ policy position.

Potential Question Topics: Is there a point in
pregnancy after which abortion should be banned? If so,
after how many weeks?

Q) Do you believe Arizona lawmakers made the right choice to repeal the 1864 law that banned abortion in all cases except for the maother’s life was in danger? (n=1640 Registered voters)
Subgroups: Republicans (n=593) 30
NOBLE + Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.

@
.N. Q) On abortion, which of the following statements best matches your opinion?
[




Voters want to curb illegal immigration, but are less sure what to do with legal
immigrants.

Legal Immigration Illegal Immigration
Increase 27% 13%
Remain the Same 29% 13%
Decrease 31% 64%
Unsure 12% 10%
@
o ® Q) Should legal immigration be increased, decreased, or kept at current levels?
o Q) Should illegal immigration be increased, decreased, or kept at current levels? (n=1640 registered voters)
NOBLE Tt Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.
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Large majorities of Arizona voters support HCR2060 — primarily because of the work-

verification requirements and the increased punishments for fentanyl dealers.

» strongly support HCR2060 Why Supporters Support
Somewhat support
= Not sure Requiring employers to verify the immigration status of 65%
Somewhat oppose workers
= Strongly oppose Holding drug dealers responsible for the death of a person 65%
who consumes a drug containing fentanyl &
Determining how migrants obtain public benefits 449,
Total Total
Oppose Support
15% 749%0 Why Opponents Oppose
Requiring employers to verify the immigration status of 0
Net workers 52%
+59 i | N |
Determining how migrants obtain public benefits 50%
Holding drug dealers responsible for the death of a person 409
who consumes a drug containing fentanyl g
Q) Do you support HCR2060 - a ballot measure that would require employers to verify the immigration status of their workers, determine how migrants obtain public
PY benefits, and make the seller of a drug containing fentanyl legally responsible for the death of any person who consumes a drug containing fentanyl? (n=1640

registered voters)
.N. Q) Which portion of this ballot measure do you support? (n=1250 registered voters)
[ ] Q) Which portion of this ballot measure do you oppose? (n=230 registered voters)
NOBLE T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 32
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Cheat Sheet:
Immigration

e Immigration — particularly border security — remains a
dominant issue for Arizona voters. 3 in 5 voters

consider immigration when deciding on a candidate.

o e Arizona voters are fairly united in wanting illegal
immigration to decrease (64%), but there is little
agreement about /ega/immigration.

Share of voters who say border security is the most
important position of a candidate for them to learn (the
highest of any individual issue)

One of HCR2060’s biggest draws for certain voters is the
same reason it is unpopular among others — it requires
employers to verify an employee’s immigration status.

Potential Question Topics: Do you support requiring
employers to verify the immigration status of their
employees? Why or why not?

.N. Q) Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate’s position when you are deciding how you will vote?
Q) Candidates for political office have positions on many issues facing Arizona. Of the following issues, which are important for you to know a candidate’s position on when you are deciding whom to vote for in
o an election for state office?
NOBLE Q) Should legal immigration be increased, decreased, or kept at current levels? (n=1640 Registered voters) 33
erepicmve nsoits T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding.




To most ‘_’Otersr the Optimism about the Economy
perceptIOI‘l Of the m Getting better ~ m Getting worse  ® Staying the same

economy everywhere is s
not doing well o .

50%

e Across geographies, Democrats
consistently rate the economy

better than Republicans.
27%
o National

31%

239, 24%

19%

s Democrats: Better +3

m Republicans: Worse -63
o State

s Democrats: Worse -6

m Republicans: Worse -61

| ocal Communitv's Fconomv Personal Finances

National Fconomv State Fconomv

In each of the following areas, would you say that the economic/financial situation is getting better,
getting worse, or staying about the same? Q) The national economy Q) The state economy Q) Your local
community’s economy Q) Your personal financial situation (n=1640 registered voters)
Subgroups: Republicans (n=593), Democrats (n=564)
t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to
34

rounding.




Arizona voters think the job hunt has gotten harder — largely because the right type of

jobs aren’t hiring, and the pay is not what voters need.

Job Hunting in the Past 12 Months Job Search Barriers
Job Search Outlook (among Total Harder)

= Yes, I have (among Total Yes) _ _
a Type of jobs available 57%
N
" \k(li:(s)(Nsomeo ne I Pay 56%
\
= No Applied, but received no further 550/,
Total Total information
= Not sure No Yes )
— Location 41%
35% | 71% - | o
Applied, and received rejections 37%
Net
J - g w
+36 Interviewed for a position but 36%
received no further information
B Not sure
= Much harder Benefits 30%
L hat h - i
somewhatharder Tnterviewed for a position but 5
m Somewhat easier Wwas rejected 27%
B Much easier
o Something else 9%
Q) Have you, or someone you know, looked for work sometime in the last 12 months? (n=1640 registered voters)
o ® Q) Would you say that the experience of finding a job is easier or harder than it was in the past? (n=1010 registered voters)
[ ] Q) What are some barriers you, or someone you know, have faced when looking for a job? (n=589 registered voters)

NOBLE Tt Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 35




9%

Share of voters who say Issues related to jobs and the
economy are important to know a candidate’s position on
when deciding whom to vote for in an election for state
office

.N. Q) Candidates for political office have positions on many issues facing Arizona. Of the following issues, which are important for you to know a candidate’s position on when you are

deciding whom to vote for in an election for state office?

Cheat Sheet:
Jobs

e Jobs and the economy cross the minds of nearly 7 in
10 voters before casting their ballots.

o Inflation and gas prices are top-of-mind issues to

voters — more so than the unemployment rate or
minimum wage.

Arizona voters are pessimistic about the future of the

economy everywhere — nationwide, the state of Arizona,
or the local community.

Potential Question Topics: What concrete steps will
you be able to take in your role as [insert political office]
that will lower prices for Arizona families?

NOBLE 1 Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 36
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Not much has
changed in what
type of candidate
voters want...




Arizona voters want change.

To get there, fights — and compromise — are
encouraged.




Arizonans want
iIdeological fighters



Arizonans care about issues more than party — they want their ideas represented.

Ideology v. Party

52%

31%

9%
A candidate is a member of the A candidate agrees with me on Both, equally Neither Unsure
same political party as me the issues that I care about
@
) @
[ Q) When deciding whom to vote for in an election for state office, which is more important? (n=1640 registered voters)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 40
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Two-thirds of voters
reported they would vote
for a candidate from a
party they disliked if that
candidate agreed with
them on issues they
cared about.

e Some demographics that are likely
to cross party lines:

o HHI >$100k: 82%

o Ages 18-34: 79%
Independents: 78%
Hispanic/Latinos: 74%

I am willing to vote for a candidate who is from a political
party I dislike, if they agree with me on most issues

= 1 -- Agree entirely

Total
Disagree Agree

14% 68%

2 -- Agree somewhat

= 3 -- Neither agree nor disagree

4 -- Disagree somewhat

= 5 -- Disagree entirely

= Not sure

Please rate your agreement with the following statements, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 meaning you
agree entirely and 5 meaning you disagree entirely. (I am willing to vote for a candidate who is from a
political party I dislike, if they agree with me on most issues) (n=1640 registered voters)

Subgroups: Independents (n=483), 18-34-year-olds (n=405), Hispanics/Latinos (n=235), HHI >$100k
(n=430)

T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to

rounding. 41



I want a candidate who will fight for my issues, even if it
means angering other politicians

On issues Arizona
voters care about, they
want a fighter —
someone so committed
they’ll anger others.

-

® 1 -- Agree entirely

Total 2 -- Agree somewhat

Disagree = 3 -- Neither agree nor disagree

e Key demographics who want a
‘puncher”: 8%

o Conservatives: 82% Net
o Ages 18-34: 76% +67
Republicans: 79%

4 -- Disagree somewhat

m 5 -- Disagree entirely

= Not sure

Parents of children under 18:
78%

Liberals: 80%

Please rate your agreement with the following statements, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 meaning you agree

entirely and 5 meaning you disagree entirely. (I want a candidate who will fight for my issues, even if it

means angering other politicians) (n=1640 registered voters)

Subgroups: Conservative (n=510), 18-34 (n=405), Republican (n=593), has children under 18 (n=525),

liberal (n=405)

T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to

rounding. 42




All that being said,
Arizonans want
compromise too




Fighting and principles
are healthy.

But not everyone wants
government to grind to
a halt.

Voters ages 18-34 (+42) are much
more likely than voters ages 65+
(-5) to put ideological purity over
efficient government.

Republicans (+26) are more likely
than Democrats (+16) or
Independents (+20) to be willing
to slow down the government
over issues they care about.

I want my representatives to stand firm on their
beliefs, even if it means not much gets done in
government

= 1 -- Agree entirely Total

2 -- Agree somewhat Disagree Agree

® 3 -- Neither agree nor disagree
- 28% 49%
-- Disagree somewhat

= 5 -- Disagree entirely
m Not sure Net

Please rate your agreement with the following statements, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 meaning you
agree entirely and 5 meaning you disagree entirely. (I want my representatives to stand firm on their
beliefs, even if it means not much gets done in government) (n=1640 Registered voters)

Subgroups: 18—-34-year-olds (n=405), 65+ year olds (n=473), Republicans (n=593), Democrats
(n=564), Independents (n=483)

T Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to

rounding. 44



And principled fighting does NOT mean mean-spiritedness. No reason to be rude.

Importance of Candidate Attitude and Temperament

m 1 -- Agree entirely m 2 -- Agree somewhat m 3 -- Neither agree nor disagree m 4 -- Disagree somewhat m 5 -- Disagree entirely m Not sure

Net
2%
A politician should work to maintain good relationships with their
fellow elected officials ; there is no point in being rude and hard 14%  4%4% +67
to work with
3%
A candidate’s attitude and temperament matter as much to me as - +48
their stances on policy issues
® Please rate your agreement with the following statements, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 meaning you agree entirely and 5 meaning you disagree entirely. (A politician
o ® should work to maintain good relationships with their fellow elected officials; there is no point in being rude and hard to work with) (A candidate's attitude and
o temperament matter as much to me as their stances on policy issues) (n=1640 Registered voters)
45
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But at the end of the day, Arizona voters want the parties to work together, even if it

means compromising some issues.

I want both political parties to work together, even
if it means compromising on some important issues

\ "

Key Demographics:

» Postgraduate Degree: +81
Total = 1 -- Agree entirely .
Disagree 2 -- Agree somewhat ° H HI $ 100k+ : + 78
o ® 3 -- Neither agree nor disagree o .
8 /0 4 -- Disagree somewhat Ag ed 65+ . + 78
® 5 -- Disagree entirely ° .
Net e College Degree: +76
+68  Democrats: +75
® Please rate your agreement with the following statements, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 meaning you agree entirely and 5 meaning you disagree entirely. (I want both
.N. political parties to work together, even if it means compromising on some important issues) (n=1640 Registered voters)

o Subgroups: HHI $100k+ (n=430), Aged 65+ (n=473), Postgraduate Degree (n=196), College Degree (n=545), Democrats (n=564)

NOBLE t Note: Some numbers (on the chart or elsewhere) may not appear to be totaled correctly. This is due to rounding. 46
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Key Takeaways

o Voters feel that Arizona is heading in the wrong
direction and they are divided on who should run the
state. Ballot box decisions will come down to platform
over party — candidates’ stances on the specific
issues they care about will matter most.

e Arizonans say they want an ideological fighter. BUT
there are limits: They don't want these fights to
prevent solutions and compromise.

Insight: Voters value principle AND
compromise. Debate questions should give
candidates the chance to draw contrasts, talk
about what they’d change, AND how they

would make it work with the other side.

PREDICTIVE INSIGHTS



Methodology




Research Methodology

This poll was conducted by Noble Predictive Insights from July 29 - August 5, 2024 and surveyed Arizona registered voters via opt-in

online panel and text-to-online SMS message in English and Spanish. The sample included 1,640 registered voters and 1,481 likely
general election voters (determined via screening questions). The sample demographics were weighted to accurately reflect the
registered voter population by gender, region, age, party affiliation, race/ethnicity, and education according to recent voter file data, the
Arizona Secretary of State’s Office, and recent Census data. The margin of error was +/- 2.6% for likely general election voters and +/-
2.4% for registered voters.

Registered voter data is shown here. Likely voter data — primary and general — is in the poll report sample summary.

*Numbers may not total 100%, due to rounding.

PREDICTIVE INSIGHTS

Party Affiliation

High School or Less 30%
Maricopa 60%

Some College 38%
Pima 15%
College Graduate 20% Rural 25%

Post-Graduate 12%

Democrat 30%
Independent 36%
Republican 34%

Ethnicity Combined

White, non-Hispanic 62%
Hispanic/Latino 23%
Other 15%

Male

45%

Female

55%

18-34 27%
35-44 14%
45-54 16%
55-64 16%

65+ 27%
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