NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND POSSIBLE EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE
STATE OF ARIZONA
CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION

Location: Citizens Clean Elections Commission

1110 W. Washington, Suite 250

Phoenix, Arizona 85007
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2025
Time: 10:00 a. m.
Pursuant to A.R.S. 8 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the Commissioners of the Citizens Clean
Elections Commission and the general public that the Citizens Clean Elections Commission will
hold a regular meeting, which is open to the public on December 11, 2025. This meeting will be
held at 10:00 a.m. This meeting will be held in person and virtually. The meeting location will
be open by 9:45 a.m. at the latest. Instructions on how the public may participate in this meeting
are below. For additional information, please call (602) 364-3477 or contact Commission staff at

ccec@azcleanelections.gov.

The meeting may be available for live streaming online at https://www.youtube.com/c/AZCCEC.

You can also visit https://www.azcleanelections.gov/clean-elections-commission-meetings.

Members of the Citizens Clean Elections Commission may attend in person, by telephone, video,
or internet conferencing.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/88224125089

Meeting I1D: 882 2412 5089

One ta[; mobile

+1-719-359-4580,,88224125089# US


mailto:ccec@azcleanelections.gov
https://www.youtube.com/c/AZCCEC./
https://www.azcleanelections.gov/clean-elections-commission-meetings
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88224125089
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88224125089

Please note that members of the public that choose to use the Zoom video link must keep their
microphone muted for the duration of the meeting. If a member of the public wishes to speak, they
may use the Zoom raise hand feature and once called on, unmute themselves on Zoom once the

meeting is open for public comment.

Members of the public may participate via Zoom by computer, tablet or telephone. A dial-in option
is also available but you will not be able to use the Zoom raise hand feature, so the meeting
administrator will assist phone attendees. Please keep yourself muted unless you are prompted to

speak.
The Commission may allow time for public comment on any item on the agenda. Commission

members may not discuss items that are not specifically identified on the agenda. Therefore,
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.01(H), action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to
directing Commission staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism, or scheduling the matter
for further consideration and decision at a later date.

The Commission may vote to go into executive session, which will not be open to the public, for the
purpose of obtaining legal advice on any item listed on the agenda, pursuant to A.R.S. 8 38-431.03
(A)(3). The Commission reserves the right at its discretion to address the agenda matters in an order

different than outlined below.

Any person with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation,
such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting the Commission at
(602) 364-3477. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow
time to arrange accommaodations.

The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

Call to Order.
Discussion and Possible Action on Meeting Minutes for November 20, 2025 and
November 28, 2025.

Discussion and Possible Action on Executive Director’s Report, Enforcement and
Regulatory Updates, and Legislative Update.

Note: The executive director’s report includes announcements and information
about elections and campaign finance, a report on voter education activities,
administrative information, information on candidates running clean, reports on
legal proceedings involving Clean Elections and other Arizona election officials, a
report on correspondence from other agencies, appointments, enforcement status,
the regulatory agenda, reports of the Auditor General, and the Governor’s
Regulatory Review Council. The legislative update includes bills that have or may
be considered for action by the Arizona legislature or the Governor. Materials are



VI.

VII.
VIII.

included in the Commission packet available on its website or by request at
ccec@azcleanelections.gov.

Discussion and Possible Action on Arizona Clean Elections Commission v. Fontes,
CV2025-064149 (Maricopa Sup. Ct.), Arizona Democratic Party v. Fontes, CV2025-
064362 (Maricopa Sup. Ct.), Notice of Claim Filed by “Arizona Independent Party” and
Independent Candidates.

In this context the Commission may consider authorizing a range of legal options
including consideration of the interrelationship, if any, between and among the matters
identified in this item.

The Commission may vote to go into Executive Session, which will not be open to the
public for discussion or consultation with its attorneys in order to consider its position
and instruct its attorneys regarding its position in pending or contemplated litigation or in
settlement discussions conducted in order to avoid or resolve litigation. A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(4).

Discussion and Possible Action on Annual Budgetary Calculations and 2026 Spending
Plan.

Discussion and Possible Action on Probable Cause to Believe violations of the Act and
Rules occurred in MUR 25-01 Hector Jaramillo, 2024 participating legislative candidate.

Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed 2026 Meeting Dates, January — July.

Public Comment.

This is the time for consideration of comments and suggestions from the public. Action
taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter or
rescheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date or

responding to criticism

Adjournment.

This agenda is subject to change up to 24 hours prior to the meeting. A copy of the
agenda background material provided to the Commission (with the exception of material
relating to possible executive sessions) is available for public inspection at the
Commission’s office, 1110 W Washington St, #250, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Dated this 9th day of December, 2025
Citizens Clean Elections Commission

Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director
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The State of Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission

November 20, 2025

Public Meeting 2.5
Page 2 Page 4
1 PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE Ol TI ZENS CLEAN 1 Conmissioner Vért her.
3 20, 2025, at the Siate of Aizons, Gean Bections | 2 Is there a second?
4 Conmi ssion, 1110 West Washington, Conference Room 3 OOMM SSIONER PATON 1" [ second it.
5 Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the following 4 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE:  Thank you,
3 Board Menbers: 5 Commi ssi oner Pat on.
M. Mark Kimble, Chairman 6 It's been noved and seconded that we approve
8 M. Galen Paton 7 the minutes fromour Qctober 23rd neeting. | will call
Ms. Christina Werther 8 the roll.
9 M. Sam Crunp o
M. Steve Titla 9 Conmi ssi oner Vérther.
10 10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Aye.
g T PRE‘SI'E,:rrr;s M Collins, Executive Director i CHARVAN KINBLE  Conri ssi oner Pat on.
Paul a Thomas, Exe’cut ive Oficer 12 COW SSI ONER PATON . Aye.
13 M ke Becker, Policy Director 13 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Q- unp.
G na Roberts, Voter Education Director 14 COW SSIONER CRUVP: Ay,
: e S e ot 5 OHRINKIBE Gair votes ape. T
15 Mary O Grady, Osborn Mal edon 16 mnutes are approved.
| sabel a von Dehl, Richards & Mbskowitz 17 OOMM SSIONER TITLA: Chairman, this is
16 Bill Richards, Hchards & Noskow iz 18 Cormissioner Titla. | vote aye al so.
Samant ha Fox, Richards & Myskowitz
17 Cathy Herring, KCA 19 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
18 20 Conmissioner Titla. The record will showthat we have
;g 21 all five Menbers of the Conmission present.
21 22 Itemlll, discussion and possible action on
22 23 the Executive Director's Report.
;i 2% Tom
25 25 M OALLINS  Thank you, Commissioners.
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 Happy Thanksgiving early. | hope you' ve made your
2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Good norning. 1" m Mark 2 travel plans solid.
3 Knble. 3 | wanted to highlight, you know, G na was
4 Agenda Iteml is the call to order. It is 4 appointed to the National Voter Registration Day
5 10:00 a.m on Novenber 20th, 2025. | call this meeting | 5 Steering Cormittee. | don't know-- you all probably
6 of the Gtizens Aean Hections Commission to order. 6 knowthis frombeing -- fromnow but we have been
7 Wth that, we will take attendance. 7 actively involved with the National Voter Registration
8 Conmissioners, please identify yourselves for the 8 Day holiday for, I think, 10 years or close now and
9 record. 9 the holiday has existed for 13 years. And the --
10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Chri sti na Wert her. 10 having that day focused on voter registration in
1 COMM SSI ONER PATON  Gal en Pat on. 11 Septenber has resulted in nore than 6 mllion voter
12 OOW SSI ONER QRUMP: Sam O unp. 12 registrations.
13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you very much. 1'm 13 And on the board -- on the Seering
14 Mrk Kinble. V¢ have a quorum 14 Comittee, rather, with Gna will be the Kentucky and
15 Itemll, discussion and possible action on 15 Mnnesota Secretary of State, two Hection Assistance
16 the ninutes for Cctober 23rd. 16 Commi ssion nmenbers, and fol ks involved in civics and
17 Cormi ssi oners, you have the mnutes fromour |17 other issues around the country, so that's very
18 Gctober 23rd neeting in your packet. Is there any 18 exciting. And, you know, dna and Avery and Al ec have
19 discussion? 19 worked to, you know, be on the ground for the National
20 (No response. ) 20 \oter Registration Day programming, you know, for a
21 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, is there a 21 long tinme now, so that, | thought, was a really cool
22 notion to approve the mnutes? 22 thing.
23 OOW SSI ONER WERTHER | nove to approve the | 23 Ve wll have our second town -- issue town
24 nminutes for Qctober 23rd, 2025. 24 hall in partnership with Tel emundo. That is going to
25 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 25 be recorded on Decenber 1. If you're interested in
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Page 6

Page 8

1 attending, please et us know V¢ have 10 seats 1 (nce you get past the -- inny view and Mke

2 available to us, we believe. 2 can speak to this too, once you get past the seed noney

3 And then we had -- since we last net, we had 3 caps, which are pretty conplicated, right, Iike how

4 the local elections for Novenber -- Novenber 4th, 4 much noney you can take -- how much noney you yoursel f

5 excuse ne, and we were able to provide, | think, alot 5 can give, how muich noney your famly can contribute,

6 of background and information to sone of the |ocal 6 there's sone -- and then how much overal | seed noney

7 television stations, which was, | think, a good -- a 7 you can take, that's probably, | think, the nost

8 good thing for us. 8 conplicated part of the underlying nmoney piece.

9 And then finally, | just -- | did want to 9 And then the next step is getting people to

10 post, so you have them the Qctober voter registration |10 understand that because all of the noney is in one

11 totals. 11 account, even though these categories have to be net,

12 As you can see, we've kept up a pretty active |12 that doesn't mean you're constantly accounting for

13 outreach agenda. And the Strategic Partnerships 13 that, right. There's no segregation of the dollars.

14 neeting that we all went to was an interesting, good 14 It's a matter of you making sure that there's enough

15 opportunity to be in touch with nenbers of different 15 noney in your account to cover each one of the

16 tribal communities and counties. V& met in Maricopa -- |16 categories that you' re obligated to cover. Those are

17 or, just outside of Maricopa. And Avery was featured 17 the two nost conplicated things about it froman

18 at M Fanilia Vota' s | eadership training as a speaker. 18 adninistrative perspective.

19 And we're continuing to work on getting ready for next |19 As far as sort of the adnonitions things that

20 year. And Gnaright nowis comng to us fromthe 20 we're working on, working intoit, you know that's

21 Mechanics of Democracy Lab and Al B ections Boot Canp, 21 sonmething that we, you know, | think as -- especially

22 so -- 22 after today hopefully, with the rule we have up, you

23 And then meanwhi le, administratively, Mke 23 know that's something that we've tal ked about, you

24 has been fielding calls fromand getting candi dates set |24 know hitting nore.

25 up who are -- who are getting ready to run clean. And |25 But our goal with this workshop is to do two
Page 7 Page 9

1 that's been a pretty steady, | think, pretty consistent | 1 things. It's, first of all, to denystify, rather than

2 level of inquiry and folks are starting to get signed 2 nystify. Inother words, it's totry tosay thisis

3 up for the workshops. 3 less conplicated than you think, not more conplicated

4 | think that that -- | think that really is 4 than you think. Because a lot of people cone in with

5 sort of the things that | wanted to highlight for 5 the idea that it's very conplicated. And then, second

6 the -- for the report. But if you all have any 6 of all, really to make sure that they understand that

7 questions for ne -- 7 we wll answer all their questions. In other words, to

8 QCOMM SSI ONER PATON | have a question. 8 develop a relationship where, if they're in contact

9 MR QOLINS Sure. 9 with Mke --

10 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 10 And | will tell you this anecdotally, and |

11 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON  The wor kshops that you 11 nay have said this last nonth, but | was out in

12 have for these people that are doing dean H ections, 12 Goodyear in, | think, Septenber, and people -- a couple

13 how -- howlong are they? How many days? 13 peopl e who had run clean before, | nean, the first

14 MR OCLLINS. Wll, they're not days. 14 thing that they, you know, woul d come up to ne to

15 QOW SSI ONER PATON Ch. 15 say -- | nean, thisisnot -- isto say howeasy it is

16 MR OQLINS | nean, the -- | think we try 16 to get ahold of Mke, how Mke answers all the

17 to get themin and out in, depending on how nany 17 questions, how-- and that's -- you know, that's the

18 questions they have, in around an hour. 18 vast ngjority of our -- of our folks.

19 The reality is that the nmain points that it 19 So that's really the purpose of the workshop.

20 hits arereally the main points that nost people have 20 Soit's not, you know-- if we can get that

21 no problemwith once they understand, which is what 21 relationship going -- now in sone cases, as we've

22 kind of noney are you al l owed to take, what kind of 22 seen, that doesn't happen, and that's -- and that --

23 paperwork do you need to file, when do you need to file |23 but we haven't oriented the workshops around the

24 it, and then understanding, you know reporting 24 outliers. V¢'ve really oriented around trying to nake

25 deadlines and al| that kind of stuff. 25 sure that people understand that, you know we're there
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Page 10 Page 12
1 for -- to answer their questions on an ongoing basis so | 1 official voter education organization -- thisis
2 that they don't runinto trouble. 2 greatly going to conplicate our job. So that's what |
3 OCOM SSIONER PATON  So it -- soit's 3 hope we' |l discuss today.
4 multiple workshops, but they only have to go to one? 4 Tomand @ na have sone brief thoughts on
5 MR QQLLINS: They could go to as many as 5 this; and then if you have questions, we can address
6 they want to as they have questions. | nean, but the 6 those.
7 idea -- the philosophy we've had for this has been -- 7 Bill Rchards, who is our counsel, is
8 you know, we're a government agency, right. The first 8 available if we need to go into executive session, but
9 instinct people have when they deal with the government 9 | think the mgjority of this discussion should be in
10 is, it's going to be negative, it's going to be opaque, | 10 open session.
11 and it's going to be evasive. So the first thing we do |11 Tom do you want to start?
12 is try to knock down those barriers. 12 MR COOLLINS: Yes. M. Chairman, thank you.
13 The next thing we do is we have this program |13 | have a PowerPoint that tries to summarize, | think,
14 that, especially in the two areas |'mtalking about, 14 the upshot of what the memo | provided -- we provided
15 seens very conplex, right, because there are these 15 does. And then Gna, you know | hope will be able to
16 specific caps you have to work around. And until they |16 talk alittle bit about sone of the vote -- the aspects
17 click, they just -- | nean, they just are -- they feel 17 of the neno that get into voter education.
18 very conplicated. So getting that done, getting them 18 Just so you know, @na and | this morning,
19 to understand, you know, what -- you know, the $5 19 you know, presented a very simlar set of -- a very
20 process, what they need, and then -- and then having 20 simlar presentation to the County Recorders, so -- and
21 that relationship continue. So I'mnot sure -- 21 | think that was -- | nean, we think that went well.
22 Have we ever had peopl e cone back twice? | 22 And we had -- | think alnost every County Recorder's
23 nean, |'msure we -- yeah, we do have peopl e cone back |23 office was represented on that call. So, you know, and
24 on an ongoing basis to devel op that. 24 that is -- that is something we were invited to doin
25 So | think this year we've already said that |25 part because of, you know the County Recorders'
Page 11 Page 13
1 we were going to enphasize the need to get your filings | 1 concerns they' ve expressed to us.
2 inontinme, you know because that's been our big issue | 2 So | think the -- | wanted to sort of talk
3 the last year, but that's sort of how we've been doi ng 3 real quick just to ground us in the tineline here. If
4 it. 4 we could -- | think we can go to the next slide, Cathy.
5 OOMM SSI ONER PATON Ckay.  Thank you. 5 Sorry. | think that's the next slide. Maybe not.
6 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 6 Yeah.
7 Commi ssi oner Pat on. 7 S thisis -- thisis, the best we can tell,
8 Are there any other questions or discussion 8 the tineline here. Cctober 8th, No Labels submtted
9 fromthe Commission? 9 this request. The next week the Secretary approved it.
10 (No response. ) 10 And then at least the first notice we can find of this
11 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE Thank you, Tom 11 being contenpl ated and approved is this Cctober 17th
12 Mving on to ItemlV, discussion and possible |12 story in Axios. Snce that tine, you know obviously
13 action on the Secretary of State's Qctober 16th 13 nmany of you expressed concern at the |ast neeting about
14 decision regarding the No Label s Party name change. 14 this. There were Gounties, sone parties expressed
15 Cormi ssioners, you will recall last nonth we |15 concerns over this. And then --
16 had some questions about this decision as part of the 16 And this has been coupled with the idea,
17 Executive Director's Report. Based on that discussion, |17 whichis alittle hard to understand if it's a policy
18 staff has gone out and researched the decision and 18 statenent or sonething that's part inplenentation or
19 starting to exanine the voter education inplications of |19 a -- just sort of an urging, but the Secretary's (ffice
20 the decision. 20 seens to would |ike agencies to just stop using the
21 And let e just say personally, as a 21 word independent to describe unaffiliated voters
22 registered independent, |'mvery concerned about this 22 altogether, which, inthe words of the Secretary of
23 decision by the Secretary of State's Cffice to allow 23 Sate, has to do with because that -- that sort of
24 the No Labels Party to change its nane to the Arizona 24 essentially belongs to the party now
25 Independent Party. | think our role as the Sate's 25 And so, you know thisis -- this -- all
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Page 16

1 these things taken together kind of create the issue, 1 the party is involved in a quintessential state --

2 you know, that we're talking about. Decenber 1is when | 2 state action. Hections are state action, period.

3 this is supposed to start to happen; although, there 3 There's not -- you know you can't get around that by

4 may be inplenentation al ready happening on the Mtor 4 delegating, you can't get around that by -- by, you

5 Vehicle Dvision website, Service Arizona. V&' re not 5 know -- so parties have First Arendment rights

6 actually clear on what's going on there exactly. 6 absolutely, but they aren't absolute rights.

7 | guess we can go to the next one. 7 And then again, you know, there's a

8 You know; just to boil down the |egal aspect 8 wunilateral benefit to one party, which is sort of odd.

9 of the meno the best | could, and that -- you know ny 9 So that's really -- you know, boiling all the

10 analysis anyways, right, is -- and | couldn't fit this |10 words | wote down toit is -- the principles, | think,

11 on one slide with the font working out. And | guess 11 that you can extract fromthem this is anirregul ar

12 I"'mjust not good enough at PowerPoint yet. So 12 deci si on.

13 basically this is a question of like -- in ny view 13 The next -- | guess we can go to the next

14 it's between regular and irregular election 14 slide.

15 admnistration decisions, right. 15 So we anticipate sone |egislative action on

16 Typical ly you' ve got sone affirnative 16 this, sone judicial action. There are pros and cons to

17 statutory authority. Typically you don't take on 17 both. | tried to sort of outline them You know |

18 statutory silence as a basis for a new power. 18 think that the big -- you know, | think you can inagine

19 Typically you' ve got sone notice. Typically you've got |19 the pros. Some kind of statutory clarity, as Gna wll

20 sone effort at alignnent with election officials. 20 talk later. You know, thisis -- thisis, right now

21 Typically you avoid | ate cycle changes that affect 21 an ongoing issue for this party in particular and naybe

22 voter registration systens. Typically you try to 22 an ongoing issue statutorily, but, you know the

23 balance the First Amendment interests with the state 23 other -- but there are problens with -- you've got to

24 interests, rights of voters, parties, and other, right. |24 try to make -- if you want to undo this decision,

25 You're trying to be predictable, you're trying to be 25 you've got totry to make it retroactive, you've got to
Page 15 Page 17

1 transparent, you're trying to be consistent, right. | 1 tryto-- and you're inplicitly, in a sense, validating

2 mean, these are pretty universally, | think, 2 theirregular admnistrative decisions to do that. So,

3 acknow edged princi pl es. 3 you know, there's pros and cons.

4 So, you know, to boil what |'ve -- what |'ve 4 And if we goto the next slide.

5 witten down, if we go to the next one, here we've got 5 Judicial, simlarly, you know if we coul d

6 an action taken in the face of statutory silence that's | 6 get -- if someone were to file something that got an

7 treated as creating authority. V& have no notice of 7 injunction that would, you know allow a pause, a

8 the pending decision. It's unilateral. The 8 reassessnent at a mnimum naybe avoi d wasted

9 legislative structure are not considered in any record 9 resources, but obviously the results there are never

10 we've seen. It's late. | nean, for purposes of voter |10 certain and there is a possibility of deference to the

11 registration -- granted there may be a push to register |11 Secretary of State's Cifice, assuming there's soneone

12 nore voters over the first quarter of, you know of 12 with, you know, proper standing to bring the action.

13 2026 leading up to the prinmary. But neverthel ess, 13 S0, you know -- you know, so if we coul d nove

14 we're, you know sonething like three quarters of the 14 to the next slide then.

15 way through signature gathering. 15 You know, we kind of think you've got to --

16 And then the way the meno, that | believe you | 16 you know, in terns of looking at this not necessarily

17 all had a copy of, frames this is as a near-absol ute 17 just fromthe Commission perspective, but how this

18 First Arendnent right on the part of the party, which 18 issue ought to be addressed if you're -- if you're, you

19 isinconsistent with the position the Sate had taken 19 know of the belief -- that meno makes pretty clear

20 up until literally July, when the Nnth Grcuit said, 20 it's staff's belief that this is a bad decision. You

21 no, in fact, where there's a legitinate interest in 21 know you've kind of got to look at both of the ways

22 wvoter confusion, in admnistration of elections, all 22 you can -- can address it if it's going to be

23 that stuff, the question is what the burden is on the 23 addressed, you know

24 party in conparison to that, not just the party's sort |24 You know, it -- you know, we don't -- we

25 of unilateral right to do -- to do anything, because 25 don't and haven't typically had a lot to say about this
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1 level of administrative decision. But | think, as 1 So | think that, you know, all other debate

2 Chairman Kinbl e said, because this, you know directly 2 aside, | think that's a pretty -- that's a pretty big

3 inpacts voter education efforts, we have already heard 3 stake that we have in this decision and naking sure

4 fromQounty Recorders about their concerns because 4 that everybody gets it right, so...

5 there's not -- | nean, |'mnot aware of, at this point, 5 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Tom

6 like any public document on the Secretary's website 6 Gna, do you want to weigh in on this now?

7 that says, Xis going to happen on Y date. These -- 7 MS. RCBERTS: Yes. M. Chairnan,

8 you know, these things are all going to happen on this 8 (Conmissioners, thank you. | don't have slides, but |

9 date. Like, you know -- like the map, the way forward, 9 wll just junp in and speak to the voter education

10 right, and howthat's -- howthat's going to work, | 10 conponents of this.

11 don't knowthat that's been nade available. If it is, 11 | want to start by providing a little bit of
12 | don't -- | don't -- | don't have it. 12 background on the voter registration process. And so |
13 And I'mnot necessarily saying | should have |13 knowin the ED Report Tomshared with you the current
14 it. But if you're going to go fromon date -- on today |14 voter registration statistics, and | just wanted to

15 to Decenber 1 where sone nunber of voters who are 15 highlight that the No Labels Party has | ess than

16 current nmenbers of the No Labels Party, so the 40,000 16 1 percent of registered voters, of our electorate. And
17 folks or whatever, are going to be Anerican Independent | 17 then we have this other category that is referred to as
18 Party people, and then once the M/D website changes, 18 "other," as you'll see in the ED Report, and that is

19 right, that's where sonething -- | can't remenber the 19 the second hi ghest bloc, coming in at 34.37 percent.

20 exact statistic anymore, but -- was it 90? It's a very |20 So the other nanes on there, Republican,

21 large percentage of people register there. | nean, 21 Denocratic, Libertarian, No Labels, and Geen, those
22 that's a-- that's -- once that goes online, | nean, 22 are what we call recognized parties. They have gone
23 that's instantaneously going to, you know bring about |23 through a process to obtain recognition at the state
24 this -- you know, this confusion. 24 level to appear on the statew de ballot. So they have
25 And we know fromthe California experience 25 that precious ballot real estate.

Page 19 Page 21

1 that, you know we cited in the memo, you know, that a 1 Any -- when a voter registers to vote, if

2 simlar situation 10 years ago, sonething on the order 2 they do not select one of those recognized parties,

3 of 73 percent of folks believed they were registered in | 3 they are lunped into this category called "other."

4 the -- believed they were not a party, they were an 4 That could be an independent voter, soneone who is

5 independent, and neverthel ess ended up in a party 5 unaffiliated with a party; it could also be a voter who

6 called the Amverican Independent Party. 6 considers thensel ves a nenber of a party that does not

7 So | think that's -- that's sort of the 7 have statew de recognition, such as the Constitution

8 policy landscape as we see it. |'mhappy to answer 8 Party that you mght see active in other states.

9 questions about that from-- fromyou, obviously. And 9 So a voter who, again, is not registered with
10 then @na, | think, has sone -- | think has given some |10 one of those recogni zed parties, they are in this

11 real serious thought to the voter education strategy 11 “other" category, and that's what we often refer to as
12 around this and support. 12 independent voters, and that makes up a very large bl oc
13 The one other thing | would note, you know 13 of our electorate. V&' ve seen in Arizona history where
14 is that, you know, whatever anybody thinks about our 14 it"'s been the highest voting bloc in Arizona.

15 voter education authority, the Qean H ections 15 So when we are consi dering what this inpact
16 Commi ssion Voter Education Quide is the only thing that |16 wll be in terns of the name change, first -- and Tom
17 comes fromthe State that goes to every single voter in |17 sort of alluded to this -- | want to stress that this
18 the state ahead of the primary. So, you know -- so 18 is not asinple fix. It isnot aone and done. It is
19 evenif you say, well, you don't -- thisisn't 19 ongoing voter education. This is sonething that will
20 nandatory, that's not mandatory, that's optional, you 20 continue to cause voter confusion several election

21 don't have to deal with all of that, the fact is that 21 cycles fromtoday, because we have a 30- -- three

22 the last word that anybody is going to hear fromthe 22 decades, 30 years of history in Arizona using the term
23 Sate of Arizona about this issue and howto address it |23 independent and what that stands for. \¢'ve trained
24 as a voter is going to be inthe prinary election Voter |24 voter -- or, not we've trained. But voter behavior has
25 FEducation Quide. 25 been produced because of that terminology and what it
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1 neans and how they interact wth the voting process. 1 an independent ballot. An independent ballot does not
2 So as Tomhad nentioned too, trying to stay 2 exist inthe primary, where you have all party
3 away fromthe termindependent, when we've had it 3 candidates on there. But nowwe woul d be telling
4 engrained in Arizona voter -- in their behavior, it's 4 voters, well, there's the Arizona | ndependent
5 just really not feasible. And to say that it belongs 5 Party ballot, and that mght cause confusion about what
6 to arecognized party now again, it causes -- it's 6 they expect to see on that ballot. Do they expect to
7 going to cause nass confusi on. 7 see just AIP candidates, or do they expect to see what
8 So the way that we are viewng this froma 8 has conmonly been referred to as an independent ballot,
9 strategic standpoint in terns of how do we educate 9 again, that doesn't exist, but are they expecting to
10 Arizona voters across the state and future voters, it 10 see all party candidates on there.
11 really comes down to this is not so nuch an awareness 11 Thi's coul d cause confusion and del ays at
12 canpaign. V¢ don't look at it as a, you know stop 12 polling places. \¢ would have to train poll workers
13 what you're doing, state of Arizona, |ook at this 13 howto interact with this. |Is there any recourse for
14 change. (ne, that just wouldn't be an effective use of |14 the voter if they, you know said, you know, that's
15 dollars. And two, it really highlights a particul ar 15 really -- that's not how | registered to vote. That's
16 party, it brings, you know, enphasis to this, and we're |16 not what | meant. Wien voters are filling out a paper
17 not pronoting a party. 17 form they're -- the Counties right now and the
18 Real |y we need to look at this as procedural 18 Secretary of State's (ffice and |ooking at the Hection
19 voter education, identifying each of the touch points 19 Procedures Manual, they're working through clarifying
20 that the voter will interact with through the voting 20 language about what voter intent neans. Wen they
21 process. First and forenost is going to be that voter |21 wite something on the form did they truly nean, oh, |
22 registration process. As Tomhad mentioned, the 22 want to be unaffiliated, that type of independent, or
23 nmgjority of voters do utilize the online system the 23 do | went to be recognized AP party. So we'll see,
24 MD system So when you're going through that system 24 again, touch points there that we need to provide
25 you get a dropdown, and in the dropdown there are 25 procedural voter education on for our voters.

Page 23 Page 25
1 fields that you can select. Efective Decenber 1st, 1 And then going back to candidates, we'll also
2 fromour understanding, is that dropdown will reflect 2 see education needs there. Because does a candidate
3 these new changes. However, there's really no source 3 understand, hey, if | want to run for office, do |
4 for voters to go to to understand what those dropdowns 4 go -- what we call the statute, the 16-341 process,
5 nean and the path it now sets themon going forward. 5 which is the process for unaffiliated candi dates,
6 Once a voter gets registered, then really the | 6 independent candidates, to qualify for the general
7 next point of inpact that we're seeing here could be, 7 election ballot. They're not on the prinary ballot.
8 you know, who are they eligible to sign petitions for 8 (O does the candidate decide, hey, | want to run under
9 if they're supporting a candidate. You know are they 9 this AP banner now, but I'mnowin a prinary and coul d
10 truly an independent voter, are they truly unaffiliated | 10 potentially be prinarying other AIP candidates if we
11 and they can sign anybody's petition, or are they part 11 run for the same -- sane office and | have to wn that
12 of a recognized party now under the No Labels AP party |12 and advance to the general election. Wat does that
13 and can only sign those candidates. So we'll see a 13 nean for the clean candidates. Do they understand,
14 touch point there. 14 well, which path you' re going down, you know,
15 And then we' ||l also see a touch point -- and |15 determines the funding you're eligible for. So there's
16 this is where we're going to see a lot of stress and 16 going to be voter education on that front too.
17 painisinthe primary election. So, again, we've had |17 So, again, we really look at this as it's not
18 30 years of our open prinary system where an 18 a one and done. It's going to be an ongoing voter
19 wunaffiliated voter, an independent voter, can make a 19 education issue. V¢ will see lots of confusion from
20 party ballot selection. And sothat's really inportant |20 voters.
21 there, it is a party ballot selection, because in 21 The other thing that | want to point out is
22 prinmaries the ballots are created by a recogni zed 22 the nedia. Again, we've had our open prinary system
23 party. 23 since 1998. W have a significant anount of
24 So we' ve had 30 -- a 30-year history now of 24 independent voters who are not participating in the
25 telling independent voters, there is no such thing as 25 primary election. Alot of that comes down to -- they
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1 oftensay, | didn't realize that | could or | didn't 1 little elaboration on that as an independent. Both as
2 realize the process, especially if I'ma mail-in voter, 2 a Menber of this Comission and also | work as a pol |
3 that | have to actively tell ny Recorder which 3 worker in every election for, | don't know nore than
4 party ballot that | want. Ch, | don't get a 4 10 years, and independent voters are already confused.
5 single ballot that has all the, you know candidate 5 Wen they show up, particularly in a prinary, as you --
6 names on there? |'man independent. | don't want to 6 as you nmentioned, Gna, they don't knowif they can
7 associate with a party. 7 vote. And nost of the tine, in the vast majority of
8 So when the nedia is covering el ections, we 8 tine, they don't vote, despite our best efforts to
9 have to make sure that they are educated as well on 9 educate independent voters that they can vote. Then

10 this nonenclature, on the termnol ogy, and what it 10 they get in there and they' re asked, which party do you

11 neans and the different pathways for each voters. 11 want and do you want a ballot for, and that further

12 So there's -- there's alot that is inpacted |12 confuses them

13 by this decision, and we are currently right now 13 And so there's already a lot of confusion for

14 comuni cating with our election colleagues, wth the 14 independent voters, and this is just going to miltiply

15 Qounty Recorders. As Tomnentioned, this change is 15 it -- | can't even say howbadly. It's going to just

16 going into effect Decenber 1st. Qur irmediate goal 16 nmake it confusion tines 10 if this -- if this proceeds.

17 would be, for those voters who are going to be updating | 17 Do any Menber of the Conmission wish to ask

18 or newregistrants, once this change goes into effect, 18 Tomor dna any questions?

19 that they have sone clarity on what their choices nean. | 19 QOW SSIONER QRWP: M. Chai r nan.

20 So we are | ooking at right now kind of 20 CHA RVAN KI MBLE: Gormi ssi oner O unp.

21 docunenting what those pathways are, ideally getting 21 QOW SSIONER CRUWP: - Yeah, thank you. | do

22 sonething up on our website as soon as possible, and 22 have what | think is an inportant, at least for ne, an

23 then devel opi ng educational assets to help explain that |23 inportant threshold question before we get into the

24 voter registration touch point. So, again, if you 24 nerits onthis argunent. And that is, | want to

25 choose, you know to register to vote as a Republican, 25 understand the Comm ssion's options/authority on this
Page 27 Page 29

1 hereis the pathway it sets you on for the primary. If | 1 question. Wat -- you know, let's say we deternne,

2 you choose to register as an independent unaffiliated 2 yeah, thisis terrible, we need to do something about

3 other voter, this is the pathway that you are sent on. 3 it. Wat isit that we're enpovered to do?

4 And then if you choose to register to vote with the 4 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Tom do you want to address

5 Aizona I ndependent Party, this is the pathway it sets 5 that?

6 you on for the prinary. 6 MR OALINS Sure. M. Chair,

7 V¢ are hoping to col | aborate with our Gounty 7 Conmissioner Qunp, | can sketch that out. | nean, and

8 Recorders and devel op -- or, work with themin 8 Bill may have sone thoughts on that, and how we want to

9 potentially work -- work groups, meetings to 9 handl e how we answer that and where we answer that is

10 collaboratively create these educational tools and 10 something I'Il just defer to himon.

11 resources for voters. And | think, you know we've 11 | would just say this. Looking at this just

12 seen a lot of asks fromour election col | eagues here, 12 as a matter of the Coormission's, to the extent we have

13 they are looking for this support. So as part of our 13 abully pulpit, I think that -- | think that we do have

14 efforts to provide voter education to the entire state, |14 that by virtue of -- legitimately by virtue of both our

15 it really is critical that they get that first step of |15 express role in providing the Voter Education Quide for

16 voter registration correct, that it's what they truly 16 the primary and in terns of our overall authority to

17 want, and that they understand the pathway it sets them | 17 educate the public on participation in elections. So,

18 on when they are interacting with a prinary el ection. 18 you know, and | think that that cones up in mltiple

19 So that's, again, sort of our strategic 19 touch points, whether it's our debates, whether it's

20 viewpoint on howto tackle this issue, which wll, 20 the candidate statement panphlet, those -- those

21 again, be ongoing. But with that, |"'mhappy to answer |21 things, right.

22 any questions that the Commission nmay have. 22 So at every point that we have to utilize the

23 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Thank you, G na. 23 termArizona | ndependent Party, which is alot, or at

24 If I could sumarize what Gna said in one 24 every point where we have to explain to a voter what

25 word, it's confusion. And I'd like to just give a 25 their rights are doing, whichis alot of points,
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1 right, that's just -- it runs throughout our program 1 the table a variety of different options that would be
2 So | think that in that sense to say -- you woul d have 2 available to the Coomission, everything from you know,
3 tocast -- you would have to take -- froma sort of 3 public statements to direct contact and conmunication
4 authority with which to speak from | think you woul d 4 with the Secretary of Sate's (fice and to include
5 have to carve quite a -- quite a narrow path to say 5 litigation. And I'mhappy to address sone of those
6 that the Commission would be speaking out of turn or 6 issues nore specifically, but | think it should be best
7 that this neeting is out of turn or anything like that. 7 done in executive session.
8 | think that would be a pretty -- a pretty preposterous | 8 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you.
9 kind of positionto take. A though, when we've spoken 9 If | could sumarize, we basically have two
10 on other things, people do take that view 10 broad issues here. Nunber one, it doesn't appear that
1 The -- on the -- on the legal front | think 11 there was any clear process carried out by the
12 that, you know -- you know there are a lot of -- you 12 Secretary of State's (ffice to approve this change and
13 know, there's sort of a highly -- howto put this. As |13 should we do something about that. And nunber two,
14 we've -- as we've already experienced in other 14 dna's side of it, what are we going to do going
15 litigation we're involved in, thereis -- thereis -- 15 forward. So those are -- and | think the first part of
16 there is a -- whether or not somebody has the authority |16 it was some -- is something we're going to have to
17 togoincourt is aquestion that's al ways an open 17 discuss in executive session, but there are other
18 question, I think it's safe to say. And, you know -- 18 things we nay want to discuss here if any other Menbers
19 And so | guess | would -- | would leave it at |19 of the Commission want to discuss it.
20 that fromny perspective. And then, you know Bill, to |20 Gormi ssi oner  Pat on.
21 what extent you want -- you feel confortable here or -- |21 OCOMWM SSI ONER PATON Yes. | would -- have
22 Chairman, you know, at what point if you want to -- if |22 there been any discussions, Tom wth the Secretary of
23 you want to talk about that. 23 Sate's (fice? | nean, do they -- | nean, yes, no,
24 It really -- M. Chairnan, Commissioner 24 or...
25 Qunp, it really depends on -- do you want |ike an 25 MR OQLINS: If | was to characterize the
Page 31 Page 33
1 answer to the ultinate question of does the Commi ssion 1 discussions we've had, we've been pernitted to
2 have standing to go into court onits own? Is that 2 participate inwth the Secretary's (fice, you know
3 the -- is that the question? 3 I'mnot under the inpression that the Secretary is
4 QOW SSI ONER CRUWP: Yeah.  Conmi ssi oner and 4 likely to change their mind based on just being asked
5 Tom yeah. | mean, | guess, especially because we're 5 to. Al the things that we've talked about here in
6 inatinmecrunch if we're trying to do sonething about 6 terns of the confusion, the inpact on the Counties,
7 this election, is it the Cormission that's going to be 7 the -- you know these are all things the Secretary's
8 going out seeking a prelimnary injunction and so forth | 8 Cfficeis well aware of, they' ve heard it from--
9 to deal wth this? 9 they' ve heard it fromthe Counties, they're hearing it
10 MR OOLLINS WIl, M. Chairnan, as a 10 fromthe Counties. You know so -- you know it's --
11 preface to, you know, whatever comes next, | mean, | 11 To some extent, the Secretary of State's
12 will say that, you know, |'m-- I'm-- |'maware 12 Cfice position is along the lines of we don't have the
13 there's a lot of discussion in the legal community 13 authority to do anything but grant this request.
14 about various legal actions, but -- yeah. But onthat |14 That's -- that's effectively what their meno says, and
15 specific question, | nean, that's -- | nean, that's 15 that's al so what their subsequent statements to the --
16 really a-- | would defer to the Chairman and Bill 16 particularly in that Arizona Central piece that | sent
17 about how you want to handle that in terns of where 17 along seens to say. | nean, so that's a -- that's not
18 the -- where to answer that question. 18 a-- that's not a -- and at the sane tinme, they're
19 CHARVWN KKMBLE M. Rchards, is there 19 pressing forward with the changes that they feel like
20 anything you'd like to add on this? 20 they need to nake.
21 MR RCHARDS, Thank you, M. Chairman. | 21 So, you know, |'mnot -- in other words,
22 think the specific discussion about |egal options in 22 while | think there would be value in a direct
23 terns of judicial options, litigation, probably is best |23 commwnication on behalf of the Cormission that says, by
24 addressed in executive session. 24 the way, you know, we really think this is a bad idea
25 | will say, though, that | think thereis on |25 and we think it's a bad idea for all these different
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1 reasons and, you know, that was in the formof sone 1 group here is only about 57,000 peopl e |ess than the
2 kind of letter fromthe Commission, that is a 2 Republican party. | nean, that's -- it dwarfs, you
3 neaningful thing to do because it creates a record 3 know the Denmocratic party. And | think that it seens
4 that's maybe nore formal than what they otherw se have 4 likeit's adeliberate attenpt to confuse people, to
5 that says that these are, in fact, concerns that are 5 co-opt themto join their party, because they only have
6 grounded in lawand are, you know -- and reflect, | 6 42,000 peopl e.
7 think, a broad consensus among ot her el ection 7 And | think that having the No Label s name
8 officials. 8 was a good attenpt at starting a new-- a new deal .
9 COW SSI ONER PATON So we coul d make a 9 And | just think that thisis -- ny wifeis an
10 plea -- 10 independent, and she -- |ike the Chairnan says, she's
11 MR COLLINS Rght. 11 already kind of confused at tines as to what she can do
12 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON -~ a petition to them-- |12 and primaries and so on, and she's got three degrees.
13 MR QOOLLINS Rght. 13 | mean, so this is just heaping on the
14 QOMM SSI ONER PATON -~ written? 14 confusion, and | think we should at |east make an
15 MR QQLINS  Yeah. 15 attenpt to publicize that fact. | don't know how much
16 OOW SSI ONER PATON And -- 16 pover we have, but -- maybe we should go into executive
17 MR QCLLINS: That would -- yeah. 17 session.
18 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON Do you think that's 18 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE.  Conmi ssi oner \érther, did
19 worth the tine or -- 19 you have sonething you wanted to say?
20 MR OQLLINS: WII, | thinkit's -- | 20 QOMM SSI ONER VERTHER  Yeah, M. Chai rnan.
21 certainly think it's worth the time, with the caveat 21 And this is nostly on the voter education piece. It's
22 that its likelihood of changing the outcone hereis, | 22 really nmore of a comment. But | amconcerned, deeply
23 would say, around zero on its own. | nean, they know 23 concerned, because we are already in the mdst of
24 what people feel. They're well aware of what's going 24 preparing for 2026, and so this is very late. | know
25 on. They're not -- they're a sophisticated political 25 to maybe a layperson it mght not seemlike that. You
Page 35 Page 37
1 and legal and administrative agency, you know You 1 know it looks like we still have, you know until next
2 know they're -- 2 August. But candidate filing starts in early Mrch.
3 So value to do it for record purposes or 3 And sothisis already, | think, going to really
4 for -- yes, for lots of reasons. Value to doit to 4 conplicate things for candidates and voters.
5 achieve the end we're tal king about, not so much, but 5 And | think I"malso concerned that, whether
6 that doesn't make it val uel ess. 6 litigationis brought forward or whether there's
7 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Let ne fol | ow up by asking 7 legislation that's brought forward, howthat's going to
8 a naive question. Has anyone talked to Paul Johnson of | 8 inpact this at a very -- you know, | nean, we're only
9 the former No Labels Party saying, we understand you 9 going to get later into the -- into the election cycle.
10 probably did this to raise the registration of your 10 And so | think whatever we can to start supporting, you
11 party, but there's a lot of unforeseen inpacts of this, |11 know the voter education efforts to at least get this
12 woul d you reconsider, or is that pointless? 12 information out there so that people understand that
13 MR QOLLINS I'Il be honest, M. Chairnan. 13 sonething has happened, you know and then they know
14 It never occurred to me that that woul d be of any 14 where to cone back to for the nost updated infornation
15 val ue. 15 | think is really inportant.
16 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Any ot her comments or 16 And | also would be in favor of any type of
17 questions fromthe Conm ssion? 17 letter. And | also recognize that it likely will not
18 OCOMM SSIONER PATON | would -- | would just | 18 change the outcone, but | do think it would be
19 say that, you know it just seens |ike they want to -- |19 inportant to put on the record the concerns that we've
20 | nean, it seens obvious to ne they want to co-opt or, 20 all raised here for both candidates and voters,
21 | don't know like trick or whatever the 1.5 mllion 21 especially in this next election cycle.
22 people that are described in this list as other, who 22 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you.
23 want to be -- who don't buy into the two ngjor parties |23 Any nore comments from Menbers of the
24 and -- for whatever reasons, there's a whol e ganbit of 24 Conmi ssi on?
25 those reasons. And, you know they're -- the other 25 QOW SSIONER CRUWP: - Yeah, M. Chai rnan.
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1 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Yes, M. Qrunp. 1 questionis this. | think that, froman organizational
2 OOW SSIONER CGRUMP: Thank you. | would like | 2 perspective, for that party to organize in Arizona they
3 topoint out afewthings onthis -- before | was just 3 would -- they would -- they would have to go through
4 asking that authority question -- but ny coments as to | 4 the petition process. |'mnot aware of any other way
5 the merits of this. | conpletely agree with the voter 5 they could do that sinply by being a -- having a
6 confusion issues. | think this creates a ton of 6 national organization. And in fact, ny understanding
7 admnistrative work. And, you know, to that end, it 7 for all -- | can understand that's what happened here.
8 seens like if all a party has to do, an existing party, 8 There is a -- some national No Labels Party, and that
9 to change their nane is to subnit a letter, what stops 9 national No Labels Party is what sponsored or paid for
10 themfromjust playing games and doing that every 10 the organization here.
11 election, right, and inagine all of the admnistrative |11 If the word independent were banned as a --
12 work that that creates. 12 as a party or sone other ban were put in place that,
13 | would also like to point out that the -- | 13 you know said you can't have a confusing nane or
14 don't think that the statute is silent on this, which 14 whatever you want to -- whatever you want to say --
15 the Secretary of State seens to have alleged. | think |15 which I'mnot sure you actually need that ban. [|'mnot
16 the statute is clear, and it says that there's one way |16 sure that's not inplicit inthe -- in a rational
17 to nane your political party, that's in 16-801, and 17 reading of the statutory scheme, right. | nean, but
18 that's the gathering of signatures and so forth. And 18 put that aside for a second. | think the burden woul d
19 infact, that's bolstered by other parts of the 19 be on themto show --
20 statute. 16-901 says that it is -- if a comittee -- 20 VeI, the first question would be, is that a
21 |'msorry -- that it's a comttee -- the requirenents |21 significant burden on themsuch that it would be
22 of 801 nakes you a comittee. And 905(G, a political |22 subject to strict scrutiny, in which case they woul d
23 party can register only as stated in 16-801. So | 23 probably win. That's the first step. But if it's not
24 think the statute has been nade clear. And if the 24 subject to strict scrutiny, then the analysis proceeds
25 Legislature wanted to have a way to sinply amend your 25 to look at the burden on themversus the state's
Page 39 Page 41
1 nane as a party, they coul d have done that. 1 interest, and that is a -- you know that can be
2 So | also want to make the Commission aware 2 unpredictable certainly, but that's how the anal ysis
3 that just recently -- well, at sone tine in the past, 3 woul d proceed.
4 the New York Legislature passed a ban on using the term | 4 So if an absolute ban on a particul ar word
5 "independent" in a political party name. But just in 5 was considered to be a severe burden, then that
6 August of this year, a candidate challenged that, and 6 would -- that would -- | nean, even though you apply
7 the Federal Second -- Second Qrcuit Court of Appeal s 7 strict scrutiny, it would effectively end the anal ysis
8 upheld the lawand said it's not a violation of his 8 under the -- under the First Amendnent test. Andif
9 First and Fourth Amendrments. So | think that's very 9 it --if it's not a severe burden, then you get into
10 useful to us. 10 this nore balancing test, that state's -- a state's
1 | am-- | aminterested, | guess, to know 11 interest, and it sounds like -- | have not read the
12 what staff night say. Are there any particul ar 12 Second Grcuit case you nentioned, but it sounds |ike
13 problens regarding a federal party -- | don't know how |13 that's what -- the analysis they undertook there with
14 that works when you' ve got somebody registered as a 14 respect to that -- that issue.
15 federal -- a national party, and if they have 15 You know, | didn't have -- | have not done a
16 independent in their name and then they want to be that | 16 full rundown of every database to deternine what has
17 party in Arizona. So, you know, there's the 17 happened. | do know, fromthe No Labels Party's own
18 national -- Libertarian National Party, for exanple, 18 nemo, that peopl e have changed their nane to
19 and then there's the Libertarian Party of 19 Independent Party in other states. The neno itself,
20 Massachusetts, so -- but if a national party had 20 whichis -- the entire record here, adnministrative
21 independent in its name and we sonehow banned the use 21 record, as far as | cantell, is the letter fromPaul
22 of independent, how does -- how does that affect them 22 Johnson to the Secretary and the Secretary's letter to
23 onthe state level ? 23 Paul Johnson back. There is no other record. And
24 MR COCOLLINS M. Chairnan, 24 tracking down the circunstances of those name changes
25 Commissioner Crunp, the way | woul d address that 25 was not sonething | was able to do easily, and the --
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1 and the letter doesn't tell you what the process was, 1 wedon't knowif that woul d have resulted in the same
2 what the other existing |aw was, what -- the timng of 2 outcome with respect to the petition.
3 it, all that other kind of stuff. 3 And here, to the extent there is a petition
4 | nean, you know, at a mininmum you know 4 process, that is public. That itself has -- is a
5 the -- it seens to ne that the Secretary of State had 5 legislative determnation that there's going to be
6 discretion, even no matter what the circunstances, to 6 notice, right, there's going to be notice to the
7 say not now right. He didn't have the discretion to 7 public, by virtue of this petitioning process, the --
8 say not at all, but he definitely had the discretionto | 8 using a different nane woul d have necessarily changed,
9 say not now, assunming thisis, you know a 9 A who mght have signed, it woul d have necessarily
10 discretionary decision. MNow you know there's reasons |10 changed the nature of the information provided to the
11 why you woul dn't want to see it -- you'd want to -- you |11 broader public and other interested parties, whichis
12 know, there's ways to look at this that goes well 12 the purpose of the petitionin the first place, and so
13 beyond the -- outside of his -- whatever his discretion |13 that --
14 is, but, you know, clearly he woul dn't abuse his 14 That aspect of what the Nnth Qrcuit saidin
15 discretion by saying we're not going to do this this 15 July I think is salient here and to your point, which
16 election cycle, come back in Novenber of 2026. 16 is, you know if the petition process means anyt hing,
17 OOW SSIONER CRUWP: - Ckay.  Thank you.  And 17 thenit -- then a court ought to consider the
18 also, M. Chairman and Tom on a Separate issue, 18 possibility that a change after the fact that woul d
19 whatever this is called, your continuing status as a 19 have inpacted the petition process changes the entire
20 party -- so when you first get on the ballot you are 20 notice process leading up to the formation of the
21 there as sort of a-- kind of in a probationary status |21 party. And | -- you know and you can quibbl e about,
22 the first couple of election cycles, | guess, and you 22 you know that as a -- you know you can argue about
23 have to have certain registration and/or votes in order |23 the scope of that concern, right, but you can't just --
24 for you to be a continuing party. Aml summarizing 24 but you have to argue about it. You can't just say,
25 that correctly? 25 that's not a concern here.

Page 43 Page 45
1 MR OOLLINS  Yes. 1 OOMWM SSIONER CRUWP: Right.  Thank you.
2 OOW SSIONER CGRUMP: - (kay.  And so | think 2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Any other coments or
3 also another point in favor of those opposed to this 3 questions fromMnbers of the Commission?
4 nane change is that | think you've earned -- ny point 4 (No response. )
5 is, | think you've earned that right by using the nane 5 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  |'s there any interest in
6 that was on those petitions, that was on the ballot to 6 discussing this further in executive session?
7 earn that continuing party status, and that by -- if 7 Cormi ssi oner \érther, you seemready to talk.
8 you want to -- if you're going to change your nane, 8 QOW SSIONER VERTHER  So | aminterested, so
9 you've got to start the process over, because that 9 1I'll just go ahead and make a notion and we' |l see
10 wasn't the nane of the party that earned that 10 where it goes. So I'll just move to go into e-session
11 continuing status. Does that make sense? 11 for public -- or, I"msorry -- for discussion and
12 MR OQLINS So M. Chairnan, 12 consultation with our attorneys to consider this
13 Conmi ssi oner Qrunp, you know, there's a line in the 13 mtter.
14 Nnth Qrcuit case fromJuly -- there's a footnote in 14 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you.
15 it that tal ks about how -- you know, had the No Labels |15 I's there a second?
16 Party -- that was a circunstance where the No Label s 16 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON 111 second.
17 Party wanted to say no one other than president can run | 17 QOW SSI ONER CRUWP: Second.
18 on the No Labels line in Arizona. And the Sate's 18 G ahead.
19 position at that tine was, no, you' ve signed up for the | 19 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Seconded by
20 full, you know thing, and we're going to have a -- and | 20 Conmi SSi oner Paton.
21 you ought to have a prinary. 21 | will call the roll on the notion to gointo
22 The Nnth Grcuit says -- anong other things |22 executive session.
23 it said, you know, by the way, had you said in your 23 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
24 petition, we are a party that wll be organized solely |24 QOW SSI ONER VERTHER ~ Aye.
25 for the purpose of the presidential election, you know, |25 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
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1 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 1 need for tinely filing of reports.
2 CHAl RVAN KIMBLE Conmi ssi oner O unp. 2 The first of these amendnents says that where
3 OOW SSIONER CRUVP: - Aye. 3 a candidate qualifies for funding, because this does
4 OHA RVAN KI MBLE  Conmissioner Titla. 4 not happen -- excuse ne. Let me rephrase that. The
5 OCOW SSIONER TITLA Aye. 5 first of these anendnents says that where a candidate
6 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Chair votes aye. 6 qualifies for funding, because this does not happen on
7 ¢ are g0| ng into executive session. 7 the same tinmeline as reports, they will have to
8 (The fol lowi ng section of the meeting is in 8 reaffirmtheir conpliance. The second rule says, if a
9 executive session and bound under separate cover.) 9 candidate fails to file a canpaign finance report
10 ok ok ko 10 within five days of the due date, the staff may
11 (End of executive session. Public neeting 11 initiate repaynent.
12 resunmes at 11:43 a.m) 12 This will ensure that candidates know that
13 CHARVAN KEMBLE.  Good norning again.  Vé're 13 filing tinely reports, as they agreed to, is an
14 back in regul ar session. 14 inportant part of the accountability in the program
15 I's there a motion any Menber of the 15 We will meke this effective imediately pending review
16 Conmi ssi on wi shes to nake? 16 by the Governor's Regul atory Review Commi ssion.
17 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER - Yes, M. Chai rman. 17 Any questions for Tom about this?
18 CHA RVAN K MBLE Cormi ssi oner Véért her . 18 (No response. )
19 OOW SSIONER WERTHER | nove to direct staff |19 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Hearing none, do we have a
20 to prepare a letter for the Chair's signature 20 rmotion to approve R2-20-106 and 706 as amended?
21 requesting that the Secretary of State reverse the 21 COWM SSI ONER VERTHER: M. Chairnan, | nove
22 decision relating to the Arizona I ndependent Party, and |22 to approve the Rule R2-20-106 and R2-20-706.
23 approve the engagenent of counsel to work with staff to |23 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  As anended.
24 develop I egal options should the Secretary's Cfice 24 COMM SSI ONER VERTHER  As anended.
25 choose to reject the Conmission's request. 25 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you,
Page 47 Page 49
1 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Is there a second? 1 Commissioner \erther.
2 COWMM SSI ONER PATON: |1 second. 2 I's there a second?
3 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you. It's been 3 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  1'11 second.
4 noved and seconded by Commi ssioner Paton -- noved 4 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
5 by Conmi ssioner Werther and seconded by 5 Conmmi ssi oner Paton.
6 Cormmi ssioner Paton. | will call the roll. 6 It's been noved and seconded that we approve
7 Conmi ssi oner Crunp. 7 R2-20-106 and R2-20-706 as anmended. | wll call the
8 COWM SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye. 8 roll.
9 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Titla. 9 Conmi ssi oner Crunp.
10 COW SSI ONER TI TLA:  Aye. 10 COW SSI ONER CRUWP:  Aye.
11 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner \\érther. 11 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Titla.
12 COW SSI ONER VERTHER:  Aye. 12 COW SSI ONER TI TLA:  Aye.
13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: ~ Comi ssi oner Pat on. 13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Comi ssi oner \\érther.
14 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  Aye. 14 COWM SSI ONER VEERTHER:  Aye.
15 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Chair votes aye. The 15 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Pat on.
16 motion is approved 5-to-nothing. Thank you. 16 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  Aye.
17 W're going to delay ItemV to our next 17 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Chair votes aye. The
18 neeting. 18 nmotion is approved 5-to-nothing.
19 So we'll nove into Item VI, discussion and 19 ItemVIl, public comment. This is the tinme
20 possible action on anendnent of Rule R2-20-106, related | 20 for consideration of conmments and suggestions fromthe
21 to candidate verifications before issuance of clean 21 public. Action taken as a result of public coment
22 funding, and adoption of R2-20-706, relating to 22 will belimted to directing staff to study the matter,
23 repaynent proceedings in the event of unfiled canpaign 23 rescheduling it for further consideration, or
24 finance reports. As you will recall, we opened a 24 responding to criticism Please lint your comrents to
25 rul emeking docket on these rules to help reinforce the |25 no nore than two mnutes.
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1 Does any menber of the public wish to make 1 STATE OF ARIZONA )
2 comments at this time, anyone on Zoomwi sh to nake ) ss.
3 coment? There's no one present in the room No one 2 COUNTY OF MARICOPA )
4 on Zoomwi sh to make a comment ? 3
5 (No response. ) 4 BE I T KNOW that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
6 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you. The public may 5 were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
7 al'so submt comments by e-mail at 6 Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedings
7 were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter
8 ccec@zcl eanel ecti ons. gov. 8 transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
9 Item V11, adjournment. At this time, | 9 the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
10 would entertain a motion to adjourn. 10 transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
1 COWM SSI ONER VERTHER | nove to adj ourn. 11 taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
12 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 12 and ability.
13 Commi ssi oner Werther. 13
14 I's there a second? 14 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way rel ated
15 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  Second. 15 to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor am|
16 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 16 in any way interested in the outcome hereof.
17 Commi ssi oner Paton. 17
18 It"s been noved and seconded that we adjourn. 18 DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 24th day of
19 1 will call the roll. 19 Noverber, 2025.
20 Conmi ssi oner Crunp. ;2 H“ B@
21 COWM SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye. 29 d
22 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titla. 23 Kat hryn A.VB| acMier, RER
23 COMM SSIONER TITLA: - Aye. Certified Reporter #50666
24 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Veérther. 24
25 COWM SSI ONER VEERTHER:  Aye. 25
Page 51
1 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Pat on.
2 COWMM SSI ONER PATON:  Aye.
3 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Chair votes aye. W are
4 adjourned. Thank you.
5 (The neeting concluded at 11:48 a.m)
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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The State of Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission

November 28, 2025

Public Meeting 2.5
Page 2 Page 4
1 VI RTUAL PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE CI TI ZENS 1 seeking reversal or delay of the Secretary of
2 CLEAN ELECTI ONS COWM SSI ON convened at 9:00 a.m on , -
3 November 28, 2025, at the State of Arizona, O ean 2 Sate's Cctober 16th, 2025 decision to grant request of
4 FElections Conmission, 1110 West Washington, Conference 3 Nb Labels Party to change its name to the Arizona
5 Room Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the
6 following Board Menbers: 4 Independent Party.
7 . .
M. Mark Kimble, Chairman 5 Cormi ssi oners, as you know | sent gletter
8 M. Galen Paton 6 on our behal f to the Secretary of Sate's Cffice on
Ms. Christina Werther :
9 M. Sam Orunp 7 Novenber 21 asking the Secretary to reverse or del ay
M. Steve Titla 8 for the election cycle this effort by the No Label s
1(1) OTHERS PRESENT: 9 Party to change its name to the Arizona | ndependent
12 Thomas M Collins, Executive Director 10 Party. Late VWdnesday we received an e-nail fromthe
Paul a Thomas, Executive Officer \ . N
13 M ke Becker, Policy Director 11 Secretary of State's attorney stating that "The
Gna Roberts, Voter Education Director 12 Secretary's position on his legal duties has not
14 Bill Richards, Richards & Myskowitz
Sanantha Fox, Richards & Moskowitz 13 changed." In other words, Secretary of State's
15 Cathy Herring, KCA e
PaulJohnson. No Label s Party Chairman 14 pos!tlonl seens Fo be.that only a. court order or
16 Dana Lewis, Pinal County 15 legislative action wll change his nind.
Lisa Marra, EAC ¢ : \ ; :
. Ted H nder aker, Member of the Public 16 Wth that said, |'d like to proceed in the
Anthony Ramirez, Menber of the Public 17 following order. First of all, I'dlike to seeif any
18 Jacob Leavitt, Menmber of the Public -
M chael Zepeda, Member of the Public 18 of ny col | eagues on the Conmission have any prefatory
19 Mark Stegeman, Menber of the Public 19 renmarks or questions they would |ike to address in open
Ri chard Grayson, Member of the Public . , .
20 Dr. Stephen Neal, Menber of the Public 20 session. I'll also ask M. Collins and other staff
Capitol Media Services ) 21 nenbers if they have anything they want to say.
21 David Scott, Menber of the Public . .
Christian Leavitt, Member of the Public 22 Second, 1'd like to see if we have anyone here who
22 Zen Benefiel, Menber of the Public i e i
Sarah Snal | house. Member of the Public 23 Yushes tol make a conment to the Cbmrfgm on on th|§
23 24 item Third, unless we have any additional questions
gg 25 or conments on that tine, |'dlike a motionto gointo
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 executive session.
2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Good norning. 1" m Mark 2 So with that in mnd, do any of ny colleagues
3 Kinble. Agenda Iteml today is the call to order. | 3 on the Commission have any renarks or questions they' d
4 hope you all had a pl easant and peaceful Thanksgi vi ng. 4 like to get answered before we hear fromstaff?
5 It's now9:00 a.m on Novenber 28th, 2025. | | 5 (No response. )
6 call this meeting of the Atizens dean Hections 6 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay. Let's proceed
7 Conmission to order. 7 wth-- Tom anything you'd like to say to open this
8 Wth that, we will take attendance. 8 up?
9 Conmissioners, please identify yourselves for the 9 MR OCOLLINS M. Chairman, | just think that
10 record. 10 | wanted to, you know, tell you, since, you know the
1 OOWM SSI ONER VERTHER  Chri stina Veérther. 11 letter we sent on the 21st, as Chairnman Kinble said, we
12 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON  Gal en Pat on. 12 received sort of a terse response to that. ¥ have,
13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE. | heard Gonmi ssi oner 13 you know continued to interact with and talk with
14 \Veérther, | heard Commissioner Paton. 14 other election officials about how this decision
15 QOW SSIONER TITLA Yeah, Steve Titla here. 15 inpacts things for their operations and we have, you
16 God nor ni ng. 16 know -- you know, continued to understand that that's a
17 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Good mmor ni ng, 17 serious issue for themas well, for nany of them And
18 Commissioner Titla. 18 | think that, you know we -- and I'll just -- you
19 QOW SSI ONER QRUMP: - Sam Qr unp. 19 know in our efforts here as staff, we've yet to
20 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:. Good mmor ni ng, 20 receive any information that would alter the analysis
21 Commi ssi oner Crunp. 21 that we provided at our last neeting to you with
22 V¢ have all five of us here. ¢ have a 22 respect to the -- both the legal and policy
23 quorumthis norning. 23 inplications of this decision and the | egal process or
24 ItemlIl, discussion and possible action on 24 not process that was fol | owed.
25 authorizing outside counsel to file ajudicial action 25 | think that @ na had a couple of practical
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1 points that | think woul d hel p put some of thisin some | 1 contributions, and again, this would dictate who is,
2 context froman admnistrative perspective, in that 2 you know, signing their petitions, which -- are they
3 vein. 3 running as an independent candidate, are they running
4 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Tom 4 as a partisan candidate, are they qualifying correctly
5 d na. 5 with their $5 qualifying contributions, how mch
6 MB. RGBERTS: M. Chairnan, Commissioners, 6 funding does O ean Hections disperse based of f of
7 good norning. Just a few-- again, wth what Tomwas 7 that. And then, depending on how those candidates are
8 saying, this is just sone infornation on the candi date 8 running, are they inthe prinmary or are they a general
9 nomnation process and how 0 ean Hections is inpacted 9 election only candidate. That also dictates their
10 directly as well, so what our procedures are, things to |10 eligibility for Qean Hections voter education
11 that effect. 11 programs, such as our Voter Education Qiide. Do we
12 So | just wanted to clarify, when a candidate |12 include themin the primary, are they included in the
13 is running -- so as we've nentioned in previous 13 general only, which debates are they eligible to be
14 neetings, there are five recognized parties in the 14 invited to, things like that.
15 state of Arizona. So a candidate can choose -- if they | 15 So froma procedural standpoint, the pathway
16 are registered as a nenber of one of those recogni zed 16 that a candidate chooses to run and qualify for
17 political parties, they would have to circulate 17 the ballot does inpact Oean Hections directly. And
18 petitions and qualify for the primary election ball ot 18 again, just wanted to share some procedural background
19 wunder their party's banner. They would conpete inthe |19 information for you on that.
20 primary against their fellow party opponents; and if 20 To clarify a point as well, if we have a
21 they win, they are then advanced to the general 21 candidate who is truly an independent candidate, but
22 election, where they conpete against all other primary |22 they decide that they want to run under a recognized
23 nomnees fromthe other parties, as well as our 23 party's banner in the primary, they do have to change
24 independent candidates, which we commonly refer to as 24 their voter registration, because they have to be a
25 16-341 candidates. That's the process that they 25 qualified elector of that party, so they would change
Page 7 Page 9
1 qualify under. 1 their voter registration fromunaffiliated --
2 So to get your nane on the ballot on the 2 unaffiliated independent to that recognized party's
3 primary, again, you' re submtting petition signatures, 3 political affiliation on their voter registration form
4 you're going through the qualification process. |f 4 And again, wth the voter registration and signature
5 you're running as an independent candidate, you are 5 requirenents, there is a difference for those prinary
6 skipping the primary. You do not have a prinary; you 6 nomnees and those general election candidates as well.
7 arenot canpaigning inthe prinary. Wat you' re doi ng 7 And again, the pathway that those candidates are
8 isyoure going -- you don't have to win a prinary. 8 choosing to proceed i npacts O ean Eections in how do
9 You're advancing directly to the general 9 we distribute their funding, howdo we deternine what
10 election ballot. There are different signature 10 they're qualified for interns of funding, and then
11 requirenents for both process. Wen you are running as |11 also what voter education prograns are they eligible
12 a 16-341 independent candi date, you do have a hi gher 12 for.
13 signature threshol d that you have to neet for your 13 So, again, that's just sone background
14 nomnation petitions. 14 information on how this process can inpact us as staff,
15 Now, the path that the candidate chooses to 15 as election admnistrators, so | just wanted to share
16 take inpacts Qean Hections a nunber of ways. So when |16 that brief information. But as we go through the
17 we have candi dates who are -- who are running as dean |17 neeting today, |'mhappy to help -- or, answer any
18 Hections candidates, they can qualify for funding 18 questions that you have about the process.
19 either as an independent candi date, where they woul d 19 CHA RVAN KEMBLE:  Thank you, G na.
20 get a percentage of funding based off of thembeing 20 Next |'d like to see if we have anyone here
21 directly on the general election ballot, or if they're |21 who'd like to make public coments. | assume that we
22 running in the prinary they would get funding for the 22 do. If you want to make a conment, use the raise hand
23 primary election, and then if they win their prinary 23 function and | will call on -- on you then.
24 another funding amount for the general election. 24 V¢ don't have a formal time limt on public
25 So they have to subnit their qualifying 25 coment, but we woul d ask that you be as concise as
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1 possible, because it helps us better understand your 1 than strictly having to adhere to a political ideol ogy.
2 argunent for or against the Cormission's position on 2 And the notion that this is somehow going to
3 this. And when you begin speaking, please state your 3 be confusing or people aren't going to be able to
4 first and last nane for the record. 4 understand it | think is just hogwash. There are --
5 M. H nder aker. 5 there are at least five or six states currently that
6 MR HNDERAKER Sorry about that. Thank you | 6 have parties with independent in the nane. There's an
7 very much, and thank you for the opportunity to address | 7 Independent Party of Qregon. There's an |ndependent
8 this forum 8 Party of Delaware. There's an I ndependent Party of
9 First of all, | want to say that I've al ways 9 Connecticut. There's an I ndependent Party of Horida.
10 been a fan of dean Hections Conmission and the 10 There's an Independent Party of Louisiana. And in
11 intention of the Qean Hections Act, and I'd like to 11 fact, Arizona has recogni zed an American | ndependent
12 sort of briefly read what that is. 12 Party in 1968 and 1972.
13 You know, the people of Arizona declare their |13 So this smacks very much of politics. It
14 intent to create a clean elections systemthat will 14 smacks of the fact that the existing political parties
15 inprove the integrity of Arizona state governnent by 15 who appointed al | the Conmissioners here do not want a
16 dimnishing the influence of special interest noney, 16 challenge, do not want somebody that interferes with
17 wll encourage citizen participationin the political 17 the current status quo, and that's what seens to be at
18 process, wll promote freedomof speech under the U S 18 pl ay.
19 and Arizona Constitutions. Canpaigns wll becone nore | 19 So | would just urge you to take a step back,
20 issue oriented and | ess negative because there is no 20 look at what your enabling legislationis, look at what
21 need to challenge the sources of canpaign noney. 21 wyour lane is as an admnistrative agency, because it's
22 So | have a little bit of cognitive 22 not tointerfere with the political party process.
23 dissidence in your position here, because it seens like |23 It's to pronote -- it's to pronote access to
24 you're taking a position that is directly contrary to 24 the ballot, it's to make things fairer, and you're
25 your enabling legislation, your constitutional duties. 25 doing exactly the opposite.
Page 11 Page 13
1 As M. Roberts described, there is a process for 1 So, again, |'ve always been a fan of dean
2 independents to get to the ballot, but it's -- it's a 2 Hections, | think you serve an inportant function, but
3 very arduous process. It's alnost inpossible to occur. 3 please take a | ook inside at what you're doing and
4 There's not currently an independent that serves inthe | 4 really contenplate whether this is the right course of
5 state legislature, | don't believe that there ever has 5 action. Thank you.
6 been, maybe one many, many years ago, and the reasonis | 6 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you very much,
7 the systemis stacked against independents. 7 M. H nderaker.
8 You have to have six tines the nunber of 8 Tom is there any conment you'd |ike to make
9 signatures to get on the ballot as an Ror a b you 9 at this tine?
10 have, as you know, |ess Oean Hections noney because 10 MR OQLINS M. Chairnan, | just had a
11 you're running just in the general election; you have 11 quick fol lowup for M. Hnderaker just to clarify a
12 very limted access to voter -- voter registration 12 couple of things, if he's still...
13 rolls; and it just becomes a barrier of entry that 13 MR HNDERAKER Yeah, |'mhere.
14 becores i nsurnount abl e. 14 MR COLLINS: So M. Chairnan,
15 So what this new party is doing and the 15 M. Hnderaker, in your coments there you referred to
16 intention here is not to circunvent those rules, but to | 16 the Arizona Independent Party as a new party, so two
17 create a path so that sonmeone who nay not be 17 questions related to that. First, what is your role
18 politically aligned or ideologically aligned with one 18 with the Arizona I ndependent Party or the No Label s
19 of the two parties has access to the general 19 Party, and is it your viewthat the Arizona | ndependent
20 election ballot. And that promotes everything that the |20 Party is -- will be a newparty at the tine this
21 enabling legislation, that constitutional amendnent was |21 decision takes effect?
22 designed to protect. It makes it -- it makes it 22 MR HNDERAKER Let ne clarify. The ansver
23 accessible for independents to get to the ballot. They |23 is, I'ma volunteer at this point, right. |'mjust a
24 do have to register as a political party, but it 24 volunteer. | was very involved with Proposition 140,
25 creates a forumfor people to address issues, rather 25 which was the Make Hections Fair Initiative, that
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1 would have created an open prinary. And that, to ne, 1 precisely rationales the US Suprene Court has warned

2 isthe gold standard. If you have an open primary, you | 2 governnent officials cannot be used to suppress new or

3 wouldn't need an Arizona Independent Party necessarily. 3 independent parties.

4 No, this is not a newparty. The No Labels 4 Let's briefly reviewthe lawso it's clear

5 Party qualified for the ballot, they performed all the 5 for the record. In Wllianms v. Rhodes the Uhited

6 functions you're required to qualify for the ballot. 6 States Supreme Court struck down a schene that nade

7 But the political parties in Arizona have -- and across | 7 life easy for the Denocrats and Republicans while

8 the country have been allowed -- or, across the country | 8 making it virtually inpossible for new parties to grow

9 have been all owed to change their nanes. And that's a 9 In Anderson v. (el ebrezze the court rejected early

10 function for the Secretary of State to deternmine; it's |10 filing burdens and said states cannot hinder

11 not a function for the Aean Hections Commission to 11 independent candidates with broad unproven fears. In

12 interfere with. 12 Burdick v. Takushi the court held that when gover nnent

13 So we -- we polled -- "we," the people that 13 action inposes a meaningful burden on political

14 are supporting the No Label s Party and the Arizona 14 participation, the Sate must offer a conpelling

15 Independent Party, polled our voter -- registered 15 justification. Inlllinois State Board of Hections

16 voters, we have over 40,000 of them and alnost two to |16 versus Socialist Wrkers Party, the court struck down

17 one the answer cane back that they would like to change |17 unequal signature burdens because they favored ngjor

18 their name to the Arizona Independent Party, hence the |18 parties over new ones.

19 reason for the nane change. So hopefully that answers | 19 The legal nessage is consistent: The Arizona

20 your question. 20 dean Hections Cormission cannot protect the confort

21 MR OQLLINS: WlI, it partially does. | 21 of the two major parties by burdeni ng new conpetitors,

22 guess the other questionis, wth respect to the poll, 22 and yet here we are.

23 when was that conduct ed? 23 The Arizona I ndependent Party fol | owned the

24 MR HNDERAKER | would defer to Paul 24 law The Secretary of Sate's Cffice reviewed and

25 Johnson on that. 25 approved the name change under the statutes that have
Page 15 Page 17

1 MR OQLLINS Ckay. That's fine. That, | 1 governed political parties for decades. MNowthis

2 can hold the -- | have sone other followup questions 2 Conmi ssion, which has zero authority over political

3 along those lines, but | can defer them Thanks. 3 party formation, has inserted itself into the process

4 M. Chairman, 1'm.. 4 to ask the Secretary of State to walk back a | awful

5 CHA RVAN KEMBLE Thanks, Tom  Thanks, 5 decision. This is not your role, this is not your

6 M. H nderaker. 6 mandate, and it is absolutely not your legal authority.

7 Next person is Anthony Ranirez. 7 Oean Hections was not created so a group of appointed

8 M. Ramrez. 8 officials could act as brand nanagers for the

9 M RAMREZ ®od norning. Thank you, 9 Denocratic and Republican parties.

10 M. Chairman. M nane is Anthony Ramrez, attorney for | 10 Let ne speak plainly, because that's the

11 the Arizona Independent Party and for the candi dates 11 language that ny clients deserve. |f this Commission

12 whose rights are being directly inplicated by this 12 steps outside its mandate to interfere with a | aw ul

13 proceedi ng. 13 political party, then it wll discover very quickly

14 Let's begin with what this Conmissionis 14 that ny clients will respond. You are not being asked

15 supposed to be, a non-partisan protector of voter 15 today to administer clean elections. You are being

16 choice, a safeguard against entrenched power, a 16 asked, through political pressure, to shield the

17 guardian of clean, fair elections. But today your 17 two-party systemfrom conpetition.

18 actions are not protecting voters, they're not 18 And here is a truth you already know Wen

19 protecting clean elections. They are protecting the 19 the largest voting bloc in the state i s independent,

20 Denocratic and Republican duopoly, a duopoly that 20 when political trust is at historic | ows, when voters

21 Arizona voters are abandoning in record nunbers. 21 demand choi ce beyond the sane two teans they' ve been

22 Your letter to the Arizona Secretary of State |22 stuck with for decades, attenpting to block a

23 does not identify fraud, wongdoing, or any statutory 23 legitimate independent party is not clean, it's not

24 violation. It relies instead on specul ative concerns, 24 neutral, and it's not defensible.

25 vague confusion, and generalized admnistrative burden, |25 |"mgoing to say this with the professional
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1 respect you should have shown ny clients: |f this 1 acting the way you are --
2 Commission chooses to exceed its authority, it wll 2 Let ne speak -- let ne speak like |'d speak
3 also discover the linmts of that authority. Decisions 3 toaconstituent. Let ne break this down of how
4 have consequences: Legal, political, and historical. 4 somebody -- a layperson woul d understand this, and
5 The peopl e of Arizona created dean Hections to fight 5 maybe that would help you just a bit. Wen |istening
6 corruption and concentrated power, not to preserve it, 6 to the coments -- and | forget her nane, | do
7 not to protect the duopoly, not to gate keep new 7 apol ogi ze -- what this breaks down to is you guys are
8 parties, not to silence conpetition. 8 here to protect noney. And by adding nore parties,
9 |f you vote today to interfere in a |awful 9 there's less noney to give to other parties. That's
10 party process approved by the Secretary of State, then |10 what -- that's what your constituents are going to
11 nmark ny words, Arizona will renenber this day |ong 11 hear. So you're giving nore noney to parties that --
12 after every name on this Zoomscreen is forgotten. M |12 As ny partner, M. Ramrez, stated, the
13 clients will respond appropriately, professionally, and | 13 Republican and the Democrats, those parties, people are
14 forcefully through every I egal channel available. 14 done with them |'mdone with them [|'ve had nothing
15 Respect the statute, respect the Constitution, respect |15 do with them-- neither of themspeak to ne in their
16 the voters, and step back inside your nandate. 16 full. Now there's pieces and parts, and that's what
17 And let ne close with this so there's no 17 the independent party is to do, and | think the
18 nisunderstanding. The Arizona |ndependent Party is 18 Democrats and Republicans shoul d be shaking in their
19 exactly the kind of client ny firmis built to 19 boots. Because the independents, the people who are
20 represent at trial. Wether intentionally or not, this |20 actual free thinkers, are going to join this party and
21 Commission has stepped squarely into a Fourteenth 21 it's going to take over a lot of elections.
22 Arendnent equal protection issue and a First Amendment | 22 Wiat you are doing, in ny opinion, and nore
23 freedomof association issue, and that |evel of 23 peopl e woul d understand this, is an Heventh Avendment
24 constitutional intrusion demands strict scrutiny. 24 violation, right, where -- we're not sure exactly where
25 So understand this: |If this Comm ssion 25 the right comes from but it falls squarely within the
Page 19 Page 21
1 chooses to persist inits overreach, every step you 1 Heventh Arendnent and, again, the Fourteenth
2 take beyond your lawful authority only strengthens our 2 Anmendment. 100 percent you guys are violating the
3 case and our platform And if you force this fight, we | 3 Fourteenth Arendnent.
4 wll take it into open court and into the public arena, | 4 Let ne give you the -- when | sawthis, |
5 where every Arizonian will be able to see precisely how | 5 thought of Brown versus Board of Education. That's
6 independent voters have been treated. ¢ prefer 6 what | thought of. You've got the people -- the
7 cooperation, but we are fully prepared for 7 racists, who did not want to give the lower -- the
8 confrontation. Thank you. 8 lower conmunity or the mnorities an equal share.
9 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Thank you, M. Ranirez. 9 That's what's happening here. That's exactly what's
10 Tom do you went to respond or -- we'll move |10 happening here. To me, it's a Brown versus Board of
11 on. 11 Education type of concept that's coming -- that's
12 Ckay. Thank you, M. Ramrez. 12 coming down the pipe, because what you' re doing is
13 M RAMREZ Thank you, sir. 13 you're creating a hurdle -- an inpossible hurdie for a
14 CHARVAN KIMBLE:  Next we have Jacob Leavitt. |14 mnority group. That is: (ne, unconstitutional; two,
15 M. Leavitt. 15 un-American; three, disgusting. That's all | have.
16 MR LEAMTT: od norning, Commission. | 16 CHA RVAN KEMBLE: Thank you, M. Leavitt.
17 appreciate this time to speak. To lay out for 17 Next we have Mchael Zepeda.
18 M. Qollins, you probably want to knowny role, I'ma 18 M. Zepeda.
19 pro bono trial attorney. |'ve been asked to cone in 19 MR ZEPEDA  Thank you, Gommi ssioner.
20 and comment on a few things here. 20 First off, 1'dlike to say that | appreciate
21 | just want to point out, after taking a look |21 Anthony Ramirez for representing us. | aman
22 at all of this, | think you guys -- the Qean Hections | 22 independent voter who wants to run for office.
23 comittee here has got some constitutional issues. 23 Signature requirements have nade it inpossible for ne
24 You're violating, inny opinion, the First, whichis 24 to do so. The Arizona Independent Party has given ne
25 the freedomof speech, freedomof choice. And by 25 the opportunity to do so without having to join any one
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1 of the ideological parties that currently exist who are | 1 By the way, our -- one good thing is our voters
2 part of the problem | find the name incredibly 2 actually did understand that they were being excl uded
3 inportant because | want to be able to express that | 3 fromthe systembecause they' ve registered as
4 see things froman independent point of view Thank 4 unaffiliated or independent voters.
5 you. 5 Wien we lost, the No Label s Party had a party
6 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, M. Zepeda. 6 here that had been sued by the State as well, and they
7 Next we have Paul Johnson. 7 were told they had to open every primary. | personally
8 M. Johnson. 8 thought that was a good idea. But we reached an
9 MR JOHNSCN  There we go. | apol ogize. | 9 agreement with them | becane the chairman of that
10 didn't know howto put the chat hand up. 10 party. It is a party that is -- it's the sane party as
1 So let ne -- let ne start with this. Frst, 11 it was before, but we wanted to make certain that we
12 | want to thank the conmittee. | have appointed 12 were creating an environnent where i ndependents and
13 thousands of people to represent different cormttees 13 unaffiliated, if they wanted to run, they coul d,
14 inside the Aty of Phoenix. | knowyou guys put in a 14 without having to get these onerous signature
15 lot of work. | knowthat you guys give up a lot of 15 requirenents.
16 your tine to be able to make these things work. And | 16 If you want to run as an independent today --
17 think that's not only respectable, but it's really 17 if you run as a Denocrat or Republican, you need 6,000
18 inportant to our government. So before | say anything, |18 signatures. You need 45,000 signatures to run as an
19 | just want to tip ny hat to you and to say thank you, 19 independent. | pronise you, that is a barrier you
20 because | do think that what you're doing is inportant. |20 can't get across, because |'ve | ooked at that with
21 Wiat 1'd like to do, though, is just start 21 candidates. The 45,000 is going to cost you about
22 withalittle bit of history on howwe got to where ve |22 $2 nillion to start your race. And then if you get the
23 are, because | think it's inportant in that process. 23 signatures, you're going to get challenged. So before
24 % started a long tine ago believing that independents |24 vyou can even start, you' ve got to showthat you can get
25 and unaffiliated voters just sinply didn't have the 25 across that hurdle. And that becones not only
Page 23 Page 25
1 right or the same access that all voters had. And so 1 inpossible to do, you couldn't do it with the dean
2 three, four years ago we began working wth a group of 2 Hections noney that's available.
3 citizens to try to change the rules, to try to change 3 So this gives those candi dates who want to
4 the systemitself, so that we could create a primry 4 reregister into the party the opportunity to do that.
5 systemwhere anyone coul d conpete and where 5 W're not ideologically driven. Certainly they could
6 independents and unaffiliated would be treated the same | 6 join the Denocratic Party or the Republican Party or
7 as everyone el se. 7 they could join the Geen Party or the Libertarian
8 Now, the reason we see that as being 8 Party, but those parties are nore driven ideol ogically.
9 inportant, we think that we have a systemtoday where 9 W' ve renoved that.
10 the -- where people run in these partisan prinaries in |10 Like if you want to know our nunber one
11 districts that are so gerrynandered, and the candidates |11 slogan -- we have a list of 14 beliefs -- I'Il tell you
12 oftentines never have to go out and talk to people on 12 what's at the top. | should be able to | ove those
13 the other side. As an exanple, in Congress only 35 13 people who | disagree with. That's at the top. By the
14 districts out of 435 are conpetitive. Now what that 14 way, that's really controversial today in politics.
15 neans is that when you get a list and you go run, you 15 That's |ike something that al nost doesn't work at the
16 only talk to people inside your prinary, and then the 16 Thanksgiving dinner table any -- any longer. Qur goal
17 race is so jerrymandered that you never end up speaking | 17 is to change that.
18 to independents or people in the other party. And 18 Now it's not -- you haven't asked me for
19 that's created a systemthat's falling apart. 19 this advice, but I'mgoing to give it anyway. Thisis
20 Denocrats and Republicans no | onger seemto 20 the wong decision for the dean Hections Conmission,
21 have the ability to reconcile with one another, and we |21 it just is. | have polled people. |'ve polled -- over
22 wanted to try to change that. V& thought changing the |22 the years, because |'ve been involved in this issue
23 system-- we still think changing the systemis the 23 very deeply, | polled independents, unaffiliated,
24 best way to do that. 24 peopl e who vote in the primaries, Republicans and
25 But we ended up with 41 percent of the vote. 25 Denocrats who don't vote in the prinaries. Wat | can
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1 tell you about the independent and unaffiliated voter 1 M. Johnson.
2 is, they actually are very patriotic. They actually -- | 2 MR JOHNSCN | was going -- | was going to
3 Alot of people think that they don't Iike 3 say that we had, as he knows, Andrew Pappas, who was
4 politics and that's why they' ve disconnected. That's 4 our lawer. You guys conflicted himout. He woul d
5 not true. They don't like the ideol ogical bent of the 5 have been here today answering questions for us,
6 two parties. They want to be independent. V¢ want to 6 because he's been involved with us fromthe very, very
7 allowthemto be independent and all owthemto be an 7 beginning. | will do ny best to answer the questions,
8 independent voter. That's inportant to us also. But 8 but we don't have anyone representing internally the
9 if they want to run, we want to give themthe ability 9 party on all the different political questions and
10 to do so. V¢ want to be fair to them 10 legal questions that we have to face until we're done
1 Now, if you guys have the authority, the 11 with this particul ar measure.
12 standing in court to be able to sue the Secretary of 12 MR HNDERAKER Hey, Paul. M. Qollins had
13 State to say that he didn't have the right to make the |13 a question about our polling of the registered -- No
14 decision to allowus to change our nane, then you 14 Labels registered voters. And | believe you had
15 probably al so have the standing to stand up and get 15 your -- we did a sanpling of voters. Maybe you coul d
16 involved in Anthony Ramrez's case of equal protection, |16 describe how that process worked and what the results
17 of making certain that independent and unaffiliated 17 were.
18 wvoters can't be discrimnated against |ike they are 18 MR JONSCN  Sure.  There are 40,000
19 today. V¢ wouldn't have even gone to a political party |19 nenbers. \¥ have about 11,000 phone nunbers. W -- we
20 if that one woul d have been fixed. W would have just |20 utilized every one of those phone nunbers to send them
21 sinply hel ped organi ze candidates. But it's the only 21 atext nessage regarding a poll. And the poll was a
22 option. It's the only one that they have. 22 Google poll. V¢ ended up getting about 1,800 that
23 | would tell you, if you don't do this, it 23 responded, so it was a pretty high response rate.
24 isn't going to matter. Thisis lawfare. This isn't 24 V¢ also went on social nedia and tried to
25 just politics. Thisisn't just -- thisisn't just a 25 identify people who vere either -- peopl e who were
Page 27 Page 29
1 legal issue. This is lawfare by candidates and by 1 inside the party first, but we also took a | ook at
2 parties who don't want the 35 percent of the people who | 2 people who were outside the party. V& kept the results
3 are independents to be able to participate. If you 3 separate so that we'd know who were actual voters
4 don't sue, sonebody else is going to -- | just can tell 4 inside the party and outside the party.
5 you that -- because it's |awfare. The designistotry | 5 And in both cases, overwhel mngly changi ng
6 toutilize groups or organizations as a front to show 6 the nane to the Independent Party was -- was, by about
7 that it's not the candidates, it's not the parties, but 7 atwo-to-one nargin, was the reconmendation of the
8 eventually it's going to get down to that's who 8 peopl e who were being pol | ed.
9 actually is supportive of this. 9 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  (kay. Thank you. | wasn't
10 And | just think it's the wong thing for the | 10 sure who -- who was asking M. Johnson that question.
11 Qean Hections Commission to be involved in. Infact, |11 MR JOHNSCN  That was Ted H nder aker.
12 | think you ought to be involved in our fight. Wth 12 MR HNDERAKER |'msorry. That was ne.
13 everything that you' ve done -- you've done good things. |13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  (kay. Thank you. If you
14 You' ve hel ped peopl e be able to run that woul dn't be 14 want to ask something, let ne call on you first to
15 able to run otherwise. Don't utilize this as a neans 15 make -- to help out the court reporter.
16 that will sully the nane of the dean Hections group 16 MR HNDERAKER M apol ogi es.
17 by saying that you don't think that that group shoul d 17 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  That' s okay.
18 have the sane access. 18 Thank you, M. Johnson.
19 Again, | appreciate your participation. | 19 Tom is there anything you want to say before
20 appreciate what you do. | hope when you're in 20 we nove on?
21 e-session you'|l consider at least what it is that 21 MR OQLINS M. Chairnan, | just had a
22 we'retrying to do here, and | thank you. And if Tom |22 couple of kind of clarifying questions, which | don't
23 has questions, I'Il gladly answer them 23 think are -- | don't intend themto be super technical.
24 By the way -- |'msorry. G ahead. 24 (ne of the questions that we're trying to understand is
25 CHA RV KKMBLE  No. No. @ ahead, 25 what it is that you can do as the Arizona | ndependent
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1 Party that you are unable to do as the No Labels Party. | 1 And they -- what they did is they utilized
2 MR JOHNSON  Wiat can we do? V¢ can |et 2 the phone nunber at the Secretary of State's Cifice to
3 independents know that this is a party designed for 3 call and to make certain that that was clear. W,
4 themif, infact, they're interested in being able to 4 unfortunately, the nunber had been turned off at the No
5 run for office, and we think it does a better job of 5 Labels group, and so the No Label s group had to turn it
6 that. 6 back on. Nonetheless, all that took tine.
7 MR QQLLINS:  And when you -- you subnitted 7 And as soon as we were conpleted wth that
8 this request on Gctober 8th. That is a week after the 8 process, we submtted it. V@ -- this docunent that you
9 Hection Procedures Manual went to the Governor and the | 9 said that was handed to the Governor, | have -- until
10 AGfromthe Secretary of State's ffice. Hwdid you 10 you just nentioned it, | didn't knowthat there was a
11 settle on Cctober 8th to make this request, as opposed |11 docunent that was submtted to the Governor. So we
12 to sonetine in the last, you know, year, year and a 12 certainly weren't basing it on that docunent for our
13 half, that -- 13 tinmng.
14 MR JOHNSCN  Just -- Tom just timng. You |14 MR QQLINS So -- fair enough. So when you
15 know we took over the party. Wien we took over the 15 say that you took over the party and that the party's
16 party -- | can't remenber the exact dates. If you 16 nunber was disconnected prior to that, so what sort of
17 would like, we can try to put those together, but 1'll 17 agreenent -- and you nentioned this earlier -- what
18 tell you kind of our process. 18 sort of agreenent did you reach with the existing No
19 So the -- when we lost the -- when we | ost 19 Labels Party to take it over?
20 the open prinary issue, we began sitting down, the 20 MR JOHNSCN W agreed that Sarah and |
21 group of us, and saying, okay, what -- what shoul d we 21 would go on the board with the two existing board
22 do? Should we just drop the idea, should we let it go, |22 nenbers, so there would be four board nenbers, and then
23 should we try to go out and organize? Wat's the 23 we woul d begin having a discussion wth them about
24 action that we should take? And we did that for, | 24 drafting new byl aws and about changing the name and
25 don't know a couple of nonths. V& brought in 25 about the role and the process that we mght play. And
Page 31 Page 33
1 pollsters and canpaign consultants and others and began | 1 that's what we did, we did that and entered and engaged
2 talking to them 2 inadiscussion with themafter Sarah and | went on the
3 And then the connection was nade between us 3 board.
4 and No Labels, and we began having a discussion with 4 MR QQLLINS: And so does the -- either the
5 them | don't recall the date that we closed onit, 5 No Labels Party now or the No Label s Party before you
6 but there were a whol e series of things that we had to 6 took over, does it have a state commttee?
7 doto be able to be successful. And one of the things 7 MR JOHNSCN  Are you tal king about the
8 is we wanted to go out and poll the nane, figure out 8 national group or are you talking about the local --
9 whether or not the public was -- whether or not the 9 MR OCOLLINS  Vell, |'mtalking about --
10 peopl e who were inside the No Label s group was wed to 10 MR JOHNSCN  -- no Label s of Arizona?
11 the existing nane, whether they'd |ike to see a change. |11 MR QOLLINS: -- you know, 16 -- in Chapter
12 And by the way, we didn't knowthat answer. V¢ didn't |12 5, you know there's a -- state parties are required to
13 start out with sone preplan as to howto make that 13 have state conmttees that neet --
14 work. 14 MR JOHNSON  Yes. So the state --
15 In addition to polling people, one of the 15 MR QQLLINS. How do you operate in view of
16 things -- again, I'mnot -- |'ve been a candidate 16 that?
17 several times, but |'ve never run a political party. 17 MR JOHNSCN W have right now a four-person
18 As -- one of the things that was conplicated is that 18 comittee -- a three-person conmittee, Sentari Mnor,
19 you can't just call people to poll them And the 19 Sarah Small house, and Paul Johnson, and we're -- as
20 reason you can't just call themto poll themis because |20 part of our byl aws change, we're expanding that.
21 there's federal lawthat says that you have to go 21 MR QOLLINS: Wen you were work -- when --
22 through a peer-to-peer type of network, and the 22 so there was -- this was discussed sonetine originally,
23 peer-to-peer network had to justify that we actually 23 it looks like, based on sone of the reporting -- in
24 were a party and that we had the control that we said 24 August there was a public reporting that you were
25 that we did. 25 contenplating this name change. Vs that before or
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1 after you had taken over the No Label s Party? 1 That's the thing that you' re avoiding, Tom right.
2 MR JCH\SON That was after. 2 And again, the answer is, if you have
3 MR QOLLINS: Ckay. So sonetine between 3 standing on this issue, if you have authority over the
4 August and Cctober you're getting all this lined up to 4 Secretary of State, if that's true, then ny guess is
5 make the request, is that accurate? 5 you also have authority to stand up and support that
6 MR JOHNSCN  WII, I'mnot certain of the 6 group of voters and go for an equal protections claim
7 question you're asking. V& -- we had discussions with 7 But we've seen nothing fromyou on that, we've seen
8 No Labels national, we had di scussions with the No 8 nothing fromother groups onit.
9 Labels board here locally. V@ then went on the board. 9 So our answer is, why don't we -- if thisis
10 Then we did our press conference, where -- | think 10 really a concern, we're willing to sit down and have a
11 that's where you woul d have heard or seen the coments |11 conversation with you about names and a whol e series of
12 that you made. And those were kind of the beginning 12 things. V&' ve never cut you out of this process. But
13 points of what we were | ooking to do. 13 let's work on trying to make certain that we sol ve the
14 | cantell you, we have a lot nore than that |14 prinary problem which is how do those peopl e who
15 that we're planning to unveil, but those were the two 15 register that way have a chance to be able to run for
16 main issues that, after we went on the board, we 16 office. And if we could do it through just naking
17 decided to do. V¢ took a vote, we recorded the vote, 17 certain that when you -- when you becone an i ndependent
18 we kept nminutes of the vote. Soif any of that's in 18 you have to go through the sanme signature count as
19 question, we certainly have the records for it to show |19 everyone else, to be honest with you, you sol ve
20 you. 20 90 percent of what we're trying to deal with.
21 MR QOQLINS Ddyou-- did you get any 21 MR OQLLINS WIl, M. Chairman, if | may.
22 prefiling -- | mean, before you filed -- so, you know 22 M. Johnson, | nean, | think that -- the
23 you have this press conference, you're doing this 23 Oean Hections Act only uses the word independent to
24 stuff, then Qctober 8th you file. Dd you get any 24 refer to voters that are not part of a party, just --
25 prefiling, you know advice fromthe Secretary of 25 just to be clear about that.
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1 Sate's Ofice or any discussion wth thembefore you 1 But it seens to me that what you've said
2 decided to file on Cctober 8th? 2 indicates that your issue is that the existing |aw for
3 MR JOHNSCN  Yes, we -- we -- | spoke to 3 voters who are independent raises the threshold of
4 people inthe Secretary of Sate's (ffice. | can't 4 signatures that they have to get, and so -- and you
5 renmenber her nane, but we did speak to themto find out | 5 need the name change so that peopl e who are independent
6 |ike what the process was, how they saw the process, 6 can get around the threshold that is established by
7 what was inportant init, and they laid out what the 7 law
8 requirenents were and we tried to foll ow those. 8 MR JOHNSCN  That's not true. That's not
9 MR QOCOLLINS So and then -- and then just 9 true.
10 nore generally, you know you acknow edge at |east, 10 MR OQLINS Hwis it not true? | don't --
11 right, that the -- that the word i ndependent as used 11 I'm-- | guess | mssed sonmething there.
12 in-- isused in Arizona statute, it's used in the 12 MR JOHNSCN  Yeah. Wat | would say is, you
13 dean Hections Act as the designation for voters who 13 used the word "get around" as if they were doing
14 are not a part of -- registered with a political party, |14 sonething underhanded or sleazy or that we were |ooking
15 right? | nean, that's -- 15 for away totry to cheat the system The answer is,
16 MR JOHNSCN Wl |, there's a nunber of 16 they have to join the party, that is true. The
17 names, | believe, aren't there, Ton? Sone people call 17 independent, to be able to run as a candidate, they
18 thensel ves unaffiliated. Sone people call thensel ves 18 have to join the party.
19 party not disclosed. | think the State recognizes nost | 19 Now it -- fromtheir standpoint, making
20 of themas party not disclosed. But yes, there are 20 certain that they feel confortable, this nane is a mich
21 peopl e who say, hey, |'man independent. 21 nore confortable name for themto be able to join with.
22 In fact, all of the candidates that we have 22 It's not confusing. It's the Arizona | ndependent
23 spoken to, 20 of them were all registered as 23 Party. That word party at the end of it is, by itself,
24 independents, and they see that this is their only way |24 anindicator -- excuse ne -- that you' re joining
25 torun. And that's the bigger issue you' re mssing. 25 sonething differently. M guess is, nost of the voters
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1 that we're going to get are going to come from 1 tobeabletorunas well and to run without these
2 candidates who go out and solicit them That's going 2 burdensone signature requirenents. |If you tie those
3 to be where nost of themend up signing up. But 3 two things together, we're open to having a di scussion
4 they're not getting around anything. 4 about it.
5 In fact, we were trying to change the system | 5 But if you're not willing to have that second
6 Wen we coul dn't change the system we decided to work 6 part of the discussion, the answer is we're going to
7 wthin the systemthat gives a set of privileges to 7 followour constitutional rights, as laid out by
8 parties. | don't think those privileges shoul d exist, 8 Anthony, and we're going to make a fight out of this.
9 but that's me. M own personal opinionis, it ought to | 9 V@'re not just going to walk away fromit. But that's
10 be an open primary and it shouldn't be a partisan 10 not what we prefer. Wiat we prefer is to work wthin
11 primary. But the fact that it is, we're working within |11 the system to not play this laware gane that's
12 the systemto give that group of voters access that 12 utilized as a means to try to push some other type of
13 they haven't had before. 13 political agenda, and have a discussion.
14 MR OALINS So | guess -- and | don't nean |14 And " mal ways open, especially with the
15 to belabor this, but what is inportant to you about 15 Qean Hections group, to having a constructive
16 having this name change be effective Decenber 1st, 16 discussion about how do we fix this. ['mopen to
17 2025, instead of in the beginning of the next election |17 having one with the Recorders. | think the Recorders
18 cycle? 18 have a very tough job. | want to nake certain that
19 MR JOHNSCN  Sure, | can tell you. W have |19 what happens with themis solved. But not without
20 candidates who want to run now | can tell you that we |20 people having to address the key issue, and the key
21 want it to be a matter of being -- of being settled. 21 issueis, you only have to have 6,000 signatures to run
22 So let ne -- let ne tell you what our 22 as an -- as a Denocrat or Republican, you have to have
23 experience has been. So when we did the open prinary, 23 45,000 to run as an independent or unaffiliated voter.
24 when we put up the open prinary, we had miltiple 24 And that's not fair and | don't think that's |egal.
25 discussions with lots of elected officials; very fewof |25 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you,
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1 whom-- who were incunbent supported it. W -- it 1 M. Johnson.
2 actually was easy to get peopl e who had been in office 2 MR JOHNSCN  Thank you.
3 tosupport it. \¢ had Terry Goddard and Fife 3 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Let ne next call on Mark
4 Symington, on both sides, but incunbents were 4 Segenan.
5 difficult. W had a discussion with the Governor, who 5 Mark.
6 was very clear that they were not happy wth what we 6 MR STECEMAN  Thank you. |'msorry | wasn't
7 were doing, that they -- that she did not -- or, at 7 able to nake ny Zoomhand work.
8 least they as an office did not |ike what we were 8 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  That's quite okay.
9 trying to do. 9 MR STECEVAN  Doesn't speak wel | for ny
10 VW endupinlitigation at the end. Now the | 10 general conpetence, | suppose.
11 litigation created a delay. The delay was strategic. 11 So | amMark Stegenan, a professor at the
12 It was smart on their behal f, even though they didn't 12 UWniversity of Arizona. | served on the Tucson School
13 win. And that did harmto our ability to be 13 Board for nore than 10 years. That's a nonpartisan
14 successful, because we coul dn't raise any noney until 14 position. |'mcurrently a registered Denocrat, but was
15 the litigation was solved, and it was just solved 15 for nost of that tine a registered i ndependent.
16 nonths bef or ehand. 16 | woul d not have been confused by the nane of
17 V' ve stepped up early, gotten the nane 17 this party, and | think that this does not need to be
18 change. Qur candidates are seeing it, they' re liking 18 confusing. \Voter registration is a conscious and
19 it, they'reinvolved init. It's part of our branding. |19 deliberate act in this state, which requires effort.
20 It's part of what we're putting out as a message. It's |20 If the Secretary of State requires that registration
21 part of our website. 21 nmaterials clearly explain the consequences of party
22 | would reverse this on you. If thisis 22 registration, then | think there will be very little
23 inportant, why don't we have a discussion about how do |23 confusion, very few accidental registrations.
24 we change this over the next year |egislatively, but 24 M second point is that the nane | ndependent
25 when you do that include the right of every candidate 25 Party | think has particular nmeaning in this tine.
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1 Registration with this party provides a way to 1 | believe, because they were trying to get on
2 participate ina politically viable organization that 2 the ballot with a presidential candidate, 15, 000 peopl e
3 explicitly seeks to stand apart fromthe extrene 3 joined by April and it just kept grow ng and grow ng.
4 partisanship of the nonent. | think that addresses a 4 These people registered for a party nane, the No Label s
5 current need in a way that mght not have been true 20 5 Party. And | think that just as the attorney for the
6 or 30 years ago. 6 Arizona Independent Party said that First and
7 And now, based on the discussion, | have a 7 Fourteenth Arendment rights are inpacted, | think
8 third point, which | had not intended, and that's 8 they're inpacted also on the part of every voter who
9 concerning the history of No Labels. The No Labels 9 signed up for the No Labels Party and suddenly they
10 Party has a brand, and for whatever reason it's not a 10 find they are menbers of the Arizona |ndependent Party.
11 very effective brand. Newpolitical parties splitting |11 | have seen no evidence, except what |'ve
12 off fromexisting parties is a |long established 12 heard today, about any kind of a poll. | was very
13 tradition in Averican politics. That is howthe 13 visible, obviously, as a No Label s Party candidate in a
14 current Republican Party formed during the 1850s. | do |14 prinmary and in a general election; no one ever
15 not have a detailed know edge of the current situation |15 contacted ne. And |'ve spoken to a couple of other
16 or history, but it seens like the relationship between |16 registrants of the No Labels Party, so | -- | just have
17 the two parties shoul d be a noni ssue. 17 never seen any physical evidence of this poll. The
18 That's ny conment, thank you -- ny three 18 whol e process of the change in the party has seemngly
19 comrents, thank you. 19 come from-- been done somewhat secretly until it was
20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, M. S egenan. 20 announced in the press.
21 Next, R chard Gayson. 21 The other thing I'd like to just nmentionis
22 M. Qayson. M. Gayson, you're on mie. 22 that -- the idea that calling the party i ndependent
23 MR GRAYSCN  Is that better? Can you hear 23 neans you are not, either |ike the Republicans,
24 me? 24 Denmocrats, Libertarians, or Geen, an ideol ogical
25 CHA RVAN KKMBLE: | can hear you. 25 party. |'ve looked -- one reason -- after the prinary
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1 MR GRAYSIN H, I'mRchard Gayson. | was | 1 |'ve gone to another party, changed ny registration,
2 the No Labels Party candidate in the special election 2 is--inthe front web page of the Arizona |ndependent
3 in Congressional District 7 in Septenber. | won the 3 Party there's things saying we believe in this, we
4 primary with one wite-in vote, so | didn't bother 4 believe in that, we support this, we oppose that. |
5 getting signatures and there's a way | nmanaged. The 5 disagree with some of those things, so -- it's not an
6 Geen Party candidate in the special election also won 6 independent party. They have an ideol ogy.
7 acontested race as a wite-in candidate. 7 And | guess | don't think I have anything
8 Previously, | won the Geen Party primary in 8 elsetosay. But | would support the Commissionin a
9 2010 and was on the ballot agai nst Congressman Fl ake 9 lawsuit, although, frankly, | believe that what shoul d
10 in-- as the Geen Party candidate in 2010. And 2012 10 be done here is a new petition, just as the No Label s
11 again | won awite-in-- as awite-in primary 11 Party did, as the Geen Party did in 2024, and | et them
12 candidate in the Avericans Hect party, which existed 12 really start a newparty. Thank you.
13 for awhile. That was 2012. And | believe in 2018 | 13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Thank you, M. Gayson.
14 won a Geen Party primary for state representative in 14 QOW SSIONER QRUWP: - M. Chai rnan,
15 Legislative District -- then Legislative District 16. 15 Commi ssioner Qrunp here. | just have a question for
16 So there is a way, aside fromthe signatures |16 Director Gollins, if | nay.
17 that are -- that are talked about as very hard to get 17 CHA RVAN KKMBLE. @ ahead.
18 onthe ballot, torun as a wite-in candidate with a 18 OOMWM SSIONER CRUWP: - Tom can you -- based on
19 new party under Arizona statutes. 19 something M. Gayson just said, | wasn't clear if we
20 Secondly, | guess | would like to say that ny |20 discussed it, are the existing registrants of No Labels
21 general position is that any change of nane affects 21 Party, do they -- as things stand now do they
22 those of us, like nyself, who registered as a No Labels |22 automatically get reregistered as Arizona I ndependent
23 Party voter. It was very surprising to people that 23 Party registrants?
24 within a couple of nonths, | think it was by April or 24 MR COCOLLINS M. Chairnan,
25 My when the No Label s Party of 20- -- last year, 2024, |25 Conmissioner Qunp, what the Secretary of State's
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1 Cfice has saidis that that is what wll happen. Hw 1 And | would just say that the nane change
2 that will be executed is still alittle bit unclear, 2 probably, if it does danage to anyone, it does danmage
3 whether or not that is sonething that they execute by 3 towus, right, inthis way. If you decide, when you get
4 changing the label in the statewide voter database or 4 the name change, that you don't want to take part in
5 whether that is something where it is entered at the 5 it, you can go online and in two minutes change your
6 Qounty level, because both have access to those 6 party registration. There's nothing that stops you
7 changes, but it wll be a-- as far as we know it wll 7 fromdoing that.
8 be -- essentially on day one you will be a No Labels 8 So the idea that somehow or another that's a
9 Party nenber, on day two you will be an Arizona 9 higdeal, | just see it as aruse. It's not really
10 Independent Party nenber. 10 what's driving this. And again, | would say what we
1 The -- what that will do, if the Secretary 11 ought to be focused on is howdo we try to create a
12 were to unilaterally do this without the County, the 12 systemwhere peopl e can run regardl ess.
13 result of that would be to essentially |everage the 13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you,
14 Qounties in the sense that -- like right now at least |14 M. Johnson.
15 our view, and | think what the lawis, is that the 15 Let ne next call on Dr. Sephen Neal.
16 Secretary doesn't have the authority to do this at all, |16 Dr. Neal.
17 right. But the Secretary can -- if the Secretary goes |17 DR NEAL: Thank you. Pretty nuch
18 into the database and says, these -- these people are 18 M. Johnson actually -- actually responded to the
19 nowin this new party, right, we now have this new 19 statenent by M. Garrison (sic), because this is not a
20 party called Arizona Independent Party, it will be 20 newparty. If you look howit is, like he said, it is
21 then -- the Gounties will then have the obligation, 21 very difficult -- I"'mactually a candidate. As an
22 evenif it's not alegal obligation, totell those 22 independent there's -- like he said, those -- getting
23 folks why they have a new party assigned to them 23 those signatures, over 40,000 -- or, 40-pl us-thousand
24 And so -- so that is how we understand 24 signatures woul d be inpossi bl e.
25 currently the Secretary is planning on undertaking this |25 No Label s have stepped up and all owed us a
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1 isthat either the Counties will doit for the 1 positionin order to be part of that party because we
2 Secretary, or the Secretary will doit throughits 2 believe in working together, we believe in having
3 access to the statew de voter registration database and | 3 solutions to pressing issues that -- that goes beyond a
4 then, because the Counties will want to nake sure that 4 political party's agenda. So like | always say, |ove
5 their voters whose party has been changed know why that | 5 students not politics, |ove people not politics.
6 has happened, they will comunicate that. So-- sothe | 6 And what happened is, even as an i ndependent
7 bottomline being that our understanding is thereis no | 7 you -- when it comes to vote, and |'ve attended a | ot
8 pre-change notice that will be given to nenbers of the 8 of different LDs for both Democrats and Republicans --
9 No Labels Party that they are going to be part of a 9 when they actually go to vote, they have to request
10 different organization, | think as M. Johnson has 10 a ballot of either a Denocrat or a Republican. And
11 essentially told us today, than they were when they 11 you've got independents that are sitting in there, but
12 registered and that they will be under a different 12 those are the only two ballots and they feel |ike
13 nane. There is not going to be any pre -- just as 13 that's the only voice that they actually have.
14 there was no pre-decision notice about the Secretary's |14 By changing the name, that allows people to
15 decision here, there will be no pre-decision notice to |15 know hey, we have another party out here that speaks
16 voters, that |'maware of. 16 in our behal f. Because we want to be able to solve
17 OOMWM SSIONER CRUWP: - Ckay.  Thank you, 17 problems, we want to be able to have that civic
18 M. Chairnan. 18 engagenent and feel safe within an environment, but
19 CHA RVAN KKMBLE. M. Johnson, | see you' ve 19 have that common sense -- like |'mhaving -- ny tour is
20 raised your hand. Do you have something to address on |20 called a comon sense tour -- but have those open
21 this point? 21 discussions among each other. And by changing the
22 MR JOHNSCN  Tommischaracterized what | 22 nanme, that allows people to understand, oh, we do have
23 saidtohim | didn't say that this was effectively a |23 a voice and we do have a say in the political realm
24 new organi zation. | think we've been very clear it's 24 Wien | told people that the name was being
25 not. It's the same organization. 25 changed, they were so excited about it. They are
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1 thrilled about the nane change because now they 1 it -- or, anenber onit that was on the No Label s
2 understand we are speaking for the people. For anyone 2 committee. It's no different than -- you know, the
3 toactually say that it's a newparty or it's 3 current parties, Denocratic, Republican, whatever, they
4 different, they're far fromwong. 4 change state conmittee nenbers all the tine, they
5 Like M. Garrison was say -- Qayson was 5 change chairnmen all the time. This is no different.
6 saying that, well, it allows himto do this, this, 6 Sothat's a false characterization.
7 this, and this. | was downin CD7 a lot of tines 7 And, you know, again, | just hope that the
8 promoting, helping out, and doing ny own canpaign. | 8 (Conmission stays true to its nmission. Again, reading
9 didn't even know a No Label s person was actual Iy 9 fromthe enabling legislation, it's to give -- you
10 running for D 7. And this is where, as a candidate, 10 know it's to prevent incunbents fromhaving an
11 you have to be big in the comunity, you have to be 11 unheal thy advantage over chall engers, you know it's to
12 able to go beyond your horizon of your confort |evel 12 prevent the influence of nmoney over the system
13 and talk to the different groups. 13 Wiat we're trying to dois to conply with all
14 | think M. -- M. Johnson has been very open |14 those goals. And if you -- you know if you're
15 and up front with everything within the party. He 15 successful in overturning our attenpts to change the
16 reached out to ne as soon as he heard that | was part 16 name, what you're doing is disenfranchising all the
17 of the No Labels Party, but nowit's being switched to |17 candidates who are appearing here, right, and it's just
18 the Arizona Independent. He's very visual and vocal 18 not right. So thank you very nmuch for your
19 and he actual l'y speaks out for the party. So | woul d 19 consideration of our concerns.
20 take with a grain of salt what was just said about 20 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you.  Thank you,
21 keeping the nane, because we are visual. V¢'re not 21 M. Hnderaker.
22 someone who's secretly hiding. 22 | believe I've called on everyone who has
23 Now, we cannot control what the nedia does, 23 indicated they wish to speak. If I'mwong, thisis
24 we all know that, because they are there to protect the | 24 your chance. Do something to get ny attention and |
25 two political systens, the Denocrats and Republicans. 25 will call on you.
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1 They're going to protect them they' re going to put 1 QG hervise, are there any questions fromthe
2 whatever is out there. But as active people, and | can | 2 Conmssion before we decide whether we're going to go
3 see sone of ny other fellow constituents out here, we 3 into executive session?
4 want the nane change so we can go sol ve problens and be | 4 (No response. )
5 as one and cross those aisles to bring -- unite people 5 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, | would
6 together. 6 entertain a nmotion to go into executive session on this
7 And | want to thank you guys for having us, 7 matter to consult with our attorneys.
8 but pray that you guys agree with the nane change. 8 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER - M. Chairnan, | nove
9 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Dr. Neal. 9 that we go into executive session for legal advice on
10 | see M. Hnderaker wants to speak again, 10 this matter.
11 but before then, is there anyone who has not spoken who |11 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you,
12 wishes to speak? |f you have problens raising a hand, |12 Conmissioner Wérther.
13 wave at ne and I'Il try to see you on the screen. 13 I's there a second?
14 There's a nunber of peopl e here who have not spoken. 14 QOW SSIONER CRWP: 111 second.
15 If you want to speak, sonehow get ny attention and | 15 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
16 wll call on you. 16  Commi ssi oner Q- unp.
17 (No response. ) 17 It's been moved and seconded that we go into
18 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'mnot seei ng anyone. 18 executive session to consult with our attorneys on this
19 M. H nderaker. 19 matter. | wll call theroll.
20 MR HNDERAKER | just had a short comment 20 Cormi ssi oner \irt her.
21 inresponse to M. Qollins' characterization of this as |21 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER - Aye.
22 anewparty -- new which you keep coming back to. 22 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Cormi ssi oner O unp.
23 It's not. As Paul Johnson indicated, we've taken pains |23 QoW SSI ONER CRUWMP: - Aye.
24 to conply with all the statutory requirenments. & have |24 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on.
25 astate commttee. The state conmittee has menbers on |25 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
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1 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Cormissioner Titla. 1 The notion is approved 4-to-1. Thank you.
2 QOMM SSIONER TITLA Aye. 2 ItemIIl, public comment. This is the tinme
3 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Chair votes aye. 3 for consideration of conments and suggestions fromthe
4 The vote is 5-to-nothing. V¢ re going to go 4 public. Action taken as a result of public comrent
5 into executive session. V¢'Il have a brief break 5 will belinited to directing staff to study the matter,
6 hefore then as ve get set up for executive session. At | 6 rescheduling it for further consideration, or
7 the conclusion of the executive session, we will cone 7 responding to criticism Please linit your conments to
8 hack into regular session. Thank you very much. 8 no nore than two ninutes.
9 (The fol loving section of the neeting is in 9 Does anyone on Zoom wi sh to meke a coment?
10 executive session and bound under separate cover.) 10 Either use your raise hand feature or wave or somehow
11 ok ok ok % 11 nmake yoursel f known.
12 (End of executive session. Public meeting 12 (No response. )
13 resumes at 11:11 a.m) 13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Seeing or hearing no one.
14 CHA RVBN KIMBLE: V¢ are back in open 14 The public may al so subnit comments by e-nail
15 sessi on. 15 at ccec@zcl eanel ections. gov.
16 Does any Menber of the Commission wish to 16 Item1V, adjournment. At this tine, | would
17 nmake a notion? 17 entertain a notion to adjourn.
18 OOMM SSIONER VERTHER M. Chairman, |'d like |18 COMM SSI ONER WERTHER: M. Chairman, | nove
19 to nmake a notion. 19 to adjourn.
20 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE Cormi ssi oner Véért her . 20 CHAI RVAN KI'MBLE:  Thank you,
21 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER | nove to aut hori ze 21 Commi ssi oner Veérther.
22 outside counsel toinitiate litigationin this matter 22 I's there a second?
23 that's agendized, including any related litigation 23 COVM SSI ONER PATON: - This is Paton. 111 --
24 relating to the proceedings, involving Secretary of 24 1'll second it.
25 Sate decision on 10-16-2025 to grant the request of 25 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  It's been noved by
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1 the No Labels Party to change its nane to the Arizona 1 Conmmissioner Werther, seconded by Conmi ssioner Paton
2 Independent Party. 2 that we adjourn. | will call the roll.
3 CHAI RVMAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 3 Conmi ssi oner Crunp.
4 Conmi ssioner Weérther. 4 COW SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye.
5 I's there a second? 5 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner \eérther.
6 COW SSI ONER PATON:  This is Paton. 1'l1 6 COWM SSI ONER WERTHER:  Aye.
7 second it. 7 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Pat on.
8 CHAI RVMAN KIMBLE: It's been noved by 8 COW SSI ONER PATON:  Aye.
9 Conmi ssioner Werther, seconded by Conmi ssioner Paton. 9 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssioner Titla.
10 Conmi ssi oners, you've heard the notion. | 10 COWMM SSI ONER TI TLA:  Aye.
11 will call the roll. 11 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Chair votes aye. W are
12 Cormi ssi oner Crunp. 12 adjourned. Thank you very much.
13 COWM SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye. 13 (The neeting concluded at 11:15 a.m)
14 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner \ért her. 14
15 COW SSI ONER WERTHER:  Aye. 15
16 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Paton. 16
17 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  Aye. 17
18 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssioner Titla. 18
19 Do we have Commissioner Titla with us? | 19
20 don't -- 20
21 COW SSI ONER TI TLA:  Yeah. Can you hear ne? |21
22 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Yes, | can hear you, 22
23 Conmmissioner Titla. 23
24 COW SSI ONER TI TLA: | vote nay. 24
25 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Ckay. Chair votes aye. 25
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STATE OF ARIZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOW that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter
transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
and ability.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way rel ated
to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor aml
in any way interested in the outcome hereof.

DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 2nd day of

Decenber, 2025.

A

[
Kathryn A Bl ackwel der, RPR
Certified Reporter #50666
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CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
December 11, 2025
Announcements:

e Commissioner Werther was elected President of the Arizona City Attorneys
Association. The association is an affiliate of the League of Arizona Cities and
Towns comprised of attorneys, assistant attorneys and deputy attorneys for
Arizona’s 91 cities and towns. -

e Clean Elections partnered with
Telemundo for a townhall/panel
discussion on healthcare. The segment
was produced in Spanish, streamed live
on December 1%, and aired on December
4™ and December 5™,

Healthcare consistently ranks as a top
priority for voters and the production
brought voters information on health
insurance, costs, subsidies, and how they
can help shape healthcare policy in the
state.

Panelists were:

o Monica Coury, Vice President of
External Affairs for Arizona
Complete Health.

o Rogelio Pena, RD, Patient Engagement Director, Equality Health

o Leo Mendez, Interim Chief Clinical Operations Officer, Adelante
Healthcare

o Monica Miller, RN, MS, Service Excellence Coordinator in Quality
Management, Valleywise Health

Voter Education and Outreach:

e Tom was a panelist at the Council of Government Ethics Laws 2026 Conference
speaking about clean funding for candidate campaigns.

e Gina presented at Election Officer Certification Training on Clean Elections’ Voter
Education Programs.

e Avery served as a judge in the We the People regional competitions for high
school students.

e Avery will have met with the Voter Outreach Workgroup to discuss upcoming
events in 2026.

e Gina attended a steering committee meeting for National Voter Registration Day.

ITEM III



Gina met with Arizona Talks about potential events for voters in 2026. Arizona
Talks is a local nonprofit that works to facilitate civic engagement.
https://arizonatalks.org/#about.

Tom and Gina are recording social media content on Thursday, December 11t
for 2026 voter education and outreach.

Production is almost finalized on 2026 voter education campaign videos.

Alec and Gina are preparing and optimizing the website for 2026. This includes
content refresh, user experience testing, implementing new data sources,
updates for voter education guide production, etc.

Administration:

Legal:

Nine participating candidate workshops have been completed, with twenty-two
candidates having attended. The schedule for 2026 workshops will be available
on the Commission's website beginning in January.

e Center for Arizona Policy v. Arizona Secretary of State, Arizona Supreme Court

No. CV-24-0295-PR.
o Oral argument was held September 11. This is a state constitutional
challenge to Proposition 211.

Americans for Prosperity v. Meyer, No. 24-2933 (9th Cir.).
o Pending at the Ninth Circuit following May Oral Argument.

Montenegro v. Fontes, Arizona Supreme Court No. CV-24-0166-PR.

o Litigation on remand continues. The leadership has filed a motion for a
preliminary injunction and a motion for judgment on the pleadings. Their
principle claim is that Proposition 211 is unconstitutional on separate of
powers/delegation grounds.

The Power of Fives, LLC v. Clean Elections, CV2021-015826, Superior Court for
Maricopa County & Clean Elections v. The Power of Fives, LLC et al. CvV2022-
053917, Superior Court for Arizona. Briefing on the Defense Motion for Summary
Judgement in CV2021-015826 is complete.

Branch et al. v. Collins, et al., CV2024-004136 in Superior Court for Maricopa
County. The Superior Court granted in part and denied in part our motion to
dismiss. We filed an answer on December 9.

Other legal:

The court of appeals filed a memorandum decision in Petersen v. Fontes, 1 CA-
CV 25-0219, affirming the superior court, including on several issues where that
court had determined the election procedures manual was incorrect. The
Secretary’s office has said in published reports it is considering a petition for
review. https://jpr.azcourts.qov/Portals/0/OpinionFiles/Div1/2025/1%20CA-
CV%2025-0219%20Petersen,%20et%20al.%20v.%20Fontes.pdf.
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e The U.S. Supreme Court held oral arguments on December 9 in National

Republican Senatorial Committee v. Federal Election Commission. The case
challenges restrictions on party coordination under the First Amendment. In
Arizona, party coordinated expenditures with nominees are not contributions.
A.R.S. 8§ 16-911(B)(4)(b).

Legislative Report:

Lawmakers have started prefiling bills. Mike’s reports will pick up next year.
Donor reporting. Senator Kavanagh has filed a bill, SB1006, that would
increase the threshold for disclosure of individual donors from $100 to $200 and
require consent for disclosure of certain personal information below that
threshold.

o Based on discussions | observed this week, measures that address what
information is collected from donors and how it is disclosed are likely to be
an area in which we should anticipate legislation.

o Measures like this are relevant to the commission in at least three ways:

= 1) Qualifying contributions and other contributions to participating
candidates.
= 2) Voters Right to Know Act disclosures.
= 3) The Commission’s authority over campaign contribution limits
and disclosures under the Clean Elections Act. E.g., A.R.S. 88 16-
941(A)-(B), 16-942(B)-(C).
Primary date. It is likely legislators will move to make the primary date change
they made for the 2024 election permanent, the last day of July. That will slightly
alter the calendar for participating candidate funding. A prefiled bill, HB 2022,
proposes to do this. https://www.azleq.qgov/legtext/57leg/2R/bills/HB2022P.pdf.

Appointments:

e Staff continues to monitor appointments, and direct interested applicants to the

appropriate officials.

Complaints:

MUR 24-01, Barnett

MUR 25-01, Jaramillo
MUR 25-03, Timberlake
MUR 25-04, Turning Point
MUR 25-05, Turning Point
MUR 25-06, Timberlake


https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/57leg/2R/bills/HB2022P.pdf

2025 Requlatory Agenda:

The Commission may conduct a rulemaking even if the rulemaking is not included here.
The Commission will consider revisions to Ariz. Admin. Code 8§ R2-20-702 related to use
of funds on this agenda. The following information is provided under A.R.S. § 41-1021.02:

Notice of Docket Opening: 31 A.A.R. 2255 (revision and addition of funding
rules), https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2025/27/contents.pdf.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: 31 A.A.R. 2141 (revision and addition of
funding rules), https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/reqister/2025/27/
contents.pdf.

Supplemental Notice: Pending. 31 A.A.R.3917 (setting our next meeting to
consider rules related to campaign finance report and monitoring of clean
candidate funds). https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/
register/2025/40/contents.pdf.

Federal funds for proposed rulemaking: None

Review of existing rules: Five Year Report Approved 9/2/2025

Notice of Final Rulemaking: None.

Rulemakings terminated: None.

Privatization option or nontraditional regulatory approach considered: None
Applicable.



https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2025/27/contents.pdf
https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/register/2025/27/contents.pdf
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Plaintiff Arizona Democratic Party files this action challenging the Arizona
Secretary of State’s decision to approve the No Labels Party of Arizona’s purported name
change to the “Arizona Independent Party.” Plaintiff hereby alleges as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. Less than three years after obtaining official party recognition, and just ten
months before Arizona’s next statewide primary, the No Labels Party of Arizona has
decided it now wants a label. On October 8, 2025, party leaders asked Secretary of State
Adrian Fontes to allow No Labels to change its name to the “Arizona Independent Party”
and for this name to appear on the ballot for the 2026 statewide primary and general
elections. In doing so, they seek to have the state disregard the name that party supporters
rallied behind to help the party achieve recognition in the first place.

2. Proponents of the name change have been quite transparent about their
motives: to provide a fast-track for unaffiliated (or independent) candidates to obtain ballot
access. The newly formed party has no traditional platform around which parties typically
associate, and the only substantive policy requirements for prospective candidates who wish
to run under the party’s banner are to support nonpartisan open primaries and work with
others who have opposing political views.

3. If permitted, this last-minute rebrand will sow chaos for Arizona’s upcoming
elections. By invoking a term (“independent”) commonly used to refer to unaffiliated
candidates and voters—who make up about a third of Arizona’s electorate—No Labels’
proposal invites the public to commingle the party’s supporters and candidates with true
independents, and ensures confusion for voters and election administrators as to whether
any given voter or candidate is associated with that party or is truly unaffiliated. In fact, the
Elections Procedures Manual set to be published by December 31, 2025 still refers to No
Labels throughout, does not even mention the Arizona Independent Party, and refers to
unaffiliated voters as “Independent.” As the Secretary has publicly acknowledged,
“[e]verybody recognizes that there’s going to be voter confusion” when the name change is

implemented.
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4. Despite this, the Secretary notified No Labels that his office would formally
make the name change and that the change would become effective on December 1, 2025.
That date has now passed, but the Secretary has yet to offer a coherent plan to address the
havoc that even he recognizes will ensue. Indeed, the limited guidance that the Secretary
has offered to implement this change only underscores the arbitrary, slapdash nature of his
decision and the negative consequences that are likely to follow from it.

5. In addition to being ill-advised for numerous practical reasons, the Secretary’s
decision violates two separate provisions of statutory law. First, allowing the change
violates Arizona laws governing the recognition of political parties. See A.R.S. § 16-801 et
seq. Those statutes establish a comprehensive process by which parties may obtain
recognition; they do not authorize any recognized political party to change its name.

6. Second, No Labels’ name change is an end-run around Arizona’s statutory
ballot access requirements. By design, unaffiliated candidates must clear a substantially
higher bar for support than candidates of recognized parties to appear on the ballot.
Compare id. § 16-341(E)«F), with id. § 16-322(A)(1), (C). By its own admission, No
Labels seeks to avoid these restrictions, to enable previously unaffiliated candidates to
appear on the ballot with lower levels of public support and without having to advance any
policy priorities that a party’s candidate typically would.

7. For these reasons, the Secretary’s decision to allow the name change is
contrary to Arizona law and exceeded his authority, or alternatively was arbitrary and
capricious or an abuse of discretion. This Court should declare that the Secretary’s decision
is invalid and enjoin him from taking any action to effectuate the name change, including
accepting nomination petitions submitted under the “Arizona Independent Party” label.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

8. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Article VI, § 14 of the
Arizona Constitution and A.R.S. §§ 12-123, 12-1801, 12-1831, 12-1832, and 12-1838. This
Court further has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Rule 4 of the Arizona Rules of

Procedure for Special Actions.
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9. Venue in Maricopa County is proper pursuant to A.R.S. § 12-401(7) and (16)
because the Defendant resides and holds office in that county. Venue for this action also
lies in Maricopa County pursuant to Rule 6(a)(2) of the Arizona Rules of Procedure for
Special Actions because the Defendant is an officer of the State of Arizona.

PARTIES

10.  Plaintiff Arizona Democratic Party (“ADP”) is a recognized political party
under A.R.S. § 16-804 and the Arizona affiliate of the national Democratic Party. Its
purpose is to support the election of candidates who will defend and fight for Arizona
values, including helping working families keep up with the cost of living, investing in
education, ensuring Arizona’s water future, and protecting fundamental freedoms. In
pursuit of this mission, ADP members—the nearly one third of Arizona voters registered
as Democrats—nominate and support candidates to represent those values and priorities on
the ballot and ultimately in elected office. Democratic candidates compete for public office
at every level of state government—from precinct committeemen to governor—and to
represent Arizonans in the federal government. Although ADP fundamentally represents its
registered Democratic voters and members, many unaffiliated voters also support
Democratic candidates by signing nomination petitions, participating in Democratic
primary elections, and ultimately voting for Democratic nominees in general elections.
Consequently, allowing the No Labels Party of Arizona to change its name—including by
using terminology that misrepresents its candidates as “Independents”—and obtain ballot
access in violation of Arizona law disadvantages ADP and its candidates who compete with
No Labels candidates for the support of unaffiliated voters, among others. ADP is thus both
aggrieved by the Secretary’s decision and has a real interest in the question of whether the
Secretary’s decision allowing the name change is lawful.

11.  On November 25, 2025, ADP sent a letter to the Secretary of State regarding
the legal infirmities of his purported approval of the No Labels Party of Arizona’s name
change. As of the date of this pleading, the Secretary has not responded; instead, his office

has proceeded with the implementation of the name change, which has now taken effect.
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There is thus an actual and live controversy between the parties with respect to the legality
of the Secretary’s decision approving the name change that is ripe for this Court’s
adjudication.

12.  Defendant Adrian Fontes is the Arizona Secretary of State and is named in
this action in his official capacity only. The Secretary of State is the public officer with
whom petitions for new political parties seeking statewide recognition are filed. A.R.S.
§§ 16-801(A), 16-803(A). Moreover, the Secretary of State reviews and evaluates the
sufficiency of new political party petitions. See id. § 16-803. The Secretary of State is also
responsible for accepting candidate nomination papers, containing the name of the
candidate’s political party, for federal, statewide, and certain other state offices. Id. § 16-
311(A), (D), (E), (H). Defendant Fontes approved the No Labels Party of Arizona’s
purported name change without requiring it to submit a new political party petition.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

L Arizona’s party-recognition process does not contemplate or allow for name
changes.

13.  Arizona law establishes a meticulous process for aspirant political parties
seeking legal recognition and ballot access. See id. §§ 16-801, 16-802, 16-803, 16-804.

14.  For statewide recognition, the aspirant party must first submit to the Secretary
of State a petition containing signatures from eligible voters representing over 1.33% of the
total votes cast in the preceding gubernatorial election, from voters registered across five or
more different counties, and with at least 10% of the signatures from voters registered in
counties with populations of less than 500,000 persons. Id. § 16-801(A).

15.  The petition must be verified by the affidavit of 10 qualified voters, “asking
that the signers thereof be recognized as a new political party,” id., and filed with the
Secretary of State at least 250 days before the primary election for which the party seeks
recognition, id. § 16-803(A).

16.  The Secretary must then review each petition sheet, removing entries with

signatures from the wrong county or incomplete entries where the signer’s information is
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missing. Id. § 16-803(B). Following this initial review, the Secretary must select 20 percent
of the signatures for verification and transmit those signatures to the appropriate county
recorders. Id. § 16-803(C)—(D).

17.  The county recorders must then review the signatures for compliance with
eligibility requirements, disqualify entries with signature defects, and provide the Secretary
with the names of individuals whose signatures were disqualified from the random sample
and total number of verified signatures in the sample. Id. § 16-803(E)—~(G). Based on that
information, the Secretary must make a projection of the total number of valid signatures
through a formula provided by statute. If the projected total is greater than the minimum
number of signatures required, “the party shall be recognized.” Id. § 16-803(H)—I).
Otherwise, “the party shall not be recognized.” Id. § 16-803(I).

18.  Once an aspirant party attains such recognition, it “is entitled to representation
as a political party on the official ballot through the next two regularly scheduled general
elections for federal office immediately.” Id. § 16-801(B). But if it then fails to attain
continuing representation on the ballot under Section 16-804, it is ineligible for further
representation unless “it files a new petition for recognition as a new political party.” Id.

19. A recognized new party may attain continuing representation on the official
ballot in one of two ways. For one, the party is entitled to continuing representation
statewide if it receives at least 5% of the votes cast for governor or presidential electors at
the last general election. /d. § 16-804(A). Alternatively, the party is entitled to statewide
representation on the ballot if at least 0.67% of all registered voters are registered with that
party by October 1 of the year preceding the applicable general election. Id. § 16-804(B).

20. In sum, the party-recognition process is carefully choreographed by statute:
from the number of days or hours that may elapse at each stage of the petition process, to
how petition sheets should be marked, transmitted, and reviewed, to the precise level of
support a party must obtain at each stage. See A.R.S. §§ 16-801, 16-803, 16-804. Critically,
however, at no point does Arizona law provide a mechanism for, or permit, a party to change

its name without starting the petition process anew.
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II.  Arizona law makes it easier for candidates of recognized parties to appear on
the ballot than for unaffiliated candidates.

21.  One of the benefits that comes with party recognition is that it is easier for
candidates affiliated with a recognized party to appear on the ballot. Arizona’s ballot-access
requirements for unaffiliated candidates are intentionally more restrictive than those for
candidates of recognized political parties, as unaffiliated candidates must obtain
substantially more signatures to achieve a place on the ballot. For example, unaffiliated
candidates for statewide office require signatures from 3% of all qualified signers to appear
on the ballot. See id. § 16-341(E)—(F). In contrast, candidates for statewide office require
signatures from only 0.25% of qualified signers to represent a recognized political party on
the ballot—and that requirement is lowered to 0.1% of qualified signers if the political party
is a recognized new party. See id. § 16-322(A)(1), (C).

22. Thus, unaffiliated candidates must demonstrate a significantly greater
modicum of support before they may benefit from having their name printed on ballots. For
example, in the 2024 general election, No Labels and the Green Party, both newly
recognized parties, each needed only 1,288 signatures for statewide candidates. In contrast,
however, true independent candidates for statewide office required 42,303 signatures.

23.  This distinction reflects a deliberate policy choice: such laws are “designed
to weed out the cranks, the publicity seekers, and the frivolous candidates . . . yet not to
keep out those who are serious in their efforts and have a reasonable number of supporters.”

Jenkins v. Hale, 218 Ariz. 561, 564 9 19 (2008) (citation modified).

III. The No Labels Party of Arizona achieves temporary recognition status.

24.  On February 10, 2023, No Labels filed petition sheets containing more than
50,000 signatures with the Secretary of State’s office in an attempt to gain recognition as a
political party. The petition sheets stated that the new political party for which signers
sought recognition “shall be known as No Labels Party.” The affidavit of electors submitted

in support of the petition likewise requested that the new party “be called No Labels Party.”
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25.  Upon review of the petition, the Secretary determined that No Labels had
“exceed[ed] the minimum signature requirement and, therefore, qualifie[d] as a new party”
for federal, statewide, and legislative races. As a result, No Labels temporarily attained
ballot access for the 2024 and 2026 general elections. See id. § 16-801.

26.  After the 2026 general election, No Labels will no longer be guaranteed ballot
representation. Id. § 16-801(B). To attain continuing representation on the ballot in
subsequent elections, it must demonstrate sufficient support at the 2026 general election,
see id. § 16-804(A), or retain a sufficient number of voters registered under its banner
statewide by October 2027, see id. § 16-804(B). Otherwise, its supporters must submit

another new party petition to ensure ballot access in future elections. See id. § 16-801(B).

IV. After achieving temporary recognition, No Labels undergoes significant
changes in its leadership, structure, and electoral strategy.

27. The No Labels Party of Arizona was originally established as “a state-level
affiliate of No Labels, Inc.” No Labels Party of Ariz. v. Fontes, 142 F.4th 1226, 1229 (Sth
Cir. 2025). The national No Labels entity, in turn, is a DC-based 501(c)(4) organization that
“was established in 2009 to bridge the partisan divide in Washington by advancing
commonsense reforms and conyening officeholders from both major parties.” Id. at 1229
n.2.

28.  No Labels did not field any down-ballot candidates in Arizona for the 2024
general election after it sought, and obtained, an order from a federal district court enjoining
the Secretary of State from forcing No Labels to associate with and nominate candidates for
any down-ballot positions. See id. at 1230-31. No Labels ultimately determined that it
would also not nominate a presidential ticket for that election either, and thus did not
participate in the 2024 election at all.

29. Following that election, No Labels went through a series of changes that
fundamentally disrupted and transformed the nature of the organization. First, in July 2025,
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the lower court’s order and held that No Labels

could not prevent candidates from running for any office under its banner. See id. at 1240
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(“Action is appropriate—and necessary—when a party attempts to undermine the voting
rights of its own members. The right to vote belongs to the party members, not the party
leadership, and that is where it will remain.”).

30. Although the Ninth Circuit’s decision upended the party’s core political
strategy, No Labels did not cease to exist. It retained about 40,000 registered voters. And it
continued to have some members interested in running for office under the No Labels
banner. As of July 2025, it was reported that about 20 people had expressed interest in
running as No Labels candidates.

31.  Against this backdrop, No Labels also witnessed major changes in its
leadership, structure, and electoral strategy. In 2025, Paul Johnson became the chair of the
No Labels Party of Arizona. Johnson was previously the chair of the political committee
that backed Proposition 140, a ballot measure in the 2024 general election that would have
ended partisan primaries in the state and created an open primary system. That measure was
rejected by voters by a 17-point margin.

32.  Since Johnson took over No Labels’ Arizona operations, the state party has
severed ties with the national No Labels organization and instead partnered with the national
Forward Party. Johnson envisions the No Labels Party of Arizona as an “un-party,” a de
facto independent party, and a banner under which both far-left and far-right candidates
could run. His vision for the party is one without lodestar substantive policy priorities
behind which voters and candidates could gather. The party will have a general “statement
of beliefs,” but Johnson has reportedly stated that candidates will not actually be required
to support those principles to obtain the party’s endorsement.

33. In fact, the only specific policy candidates will be required to support is

Johnson’s open primaries measure that failed as Proposition 140 in 2024,

V. No Labels requests to change its name to the “Arizona Independent Party,” and
the Secretary approves.

34. Having transformed its leadership, structure, platform, and national

affiliations, by late this year, No Labels bore little resemblance to the party that originally
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petitioned for temporary recognition and ballot access in 2023. Then, on October 8, 2025,
party chair Paul Johnson requested that election officials substitute the name “Arizona
Independent Party” on the ballot for the 2026 statewide primary and general elections in
place of “No Labels.”

35.  Secretary Fontes recognized that this decision had the potential to create
significant problems for Arizona elections. As the Secretary acknowledged publicly,
“[e]lverybody recognizes that there’s going to be voter confusion” when the name change is
made.

36. Nevertheless, Secretary Fontes approved No Labels’ request. In a letter dated
October 16, 2025, the Secretary notified No Labels that his office would formally make the
name change and that it would be effective on December 1, 2025. The letter was only one

page long and contained merely a few sentences of legal reasoning.

VI. The Secretary’s decision to allow No Labels’ name change is contrary to law
and will have numerous adverse consequences.

37.  The Secretary’s decision to allow No Labels to change its name is contrary to
Arizona law for at least two independent reasons, and it will also have numerous other
adverse consequences for elections in Arizona.

38.  First, Arizona’s party-recognition statutes provide no mechanism for
allowing a party to change its name and simply do not authorize such a procedure.

39.  Second, No Labels’ transformation into the “Arizona Independent Party” in
particular is a transparent and inappropriate attempt to circumvent Arizona’s ballot access
requirements for truly independent candidates. Indeed, Johnson has acknowledged that this
was the precise purpose behind the name change, describing the refashioned party as a
vehicle to “help people who are unaffiliated become candidates.” He has also declared that
the change “allows those voters, independents and unaffiliated, to be able to run and have
to get an equivalent amount of signatures to what the Democrat or Republican party does.”

40.  Changing No Labels’ name in violation of Arizona law will wreak havoc on

Arizona elections. For one thing, it will cause significant voter confusion. Nearly a third of
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Arizona voters are not affiliated with any political party, and the term “independent” has
long been used to refer to such voters. For example, several statutes explicitly use the term
“independent” alongside “no party preferred” to describe unaffiliated voters. See, e.g.,
AR.S. §§ 16-321(F)(3), 16-467(B). The term is also commonly used by government actors.
Allowing a party to call itself “Independent” will make it more difficult for voters and
election officials to ascertain whether any given voter or candidate is associated with the
“Arizona Independent Party” or truly independent.

41.  This confusion could result in wholesale disenfranchisement of voters. In
Arizona, a voter’s expressed party preference in the registration database determines
whether they are eligible to vote in a party’s primary. To date, tens of thousands of voters
have designated No Labels as their preferred party. The Secretary has issued guidance to
counties to implement the name change, and that guidance directs that voters who are
currently registered with the No Labels Party must have their registrations converted to the
Arizona Independent Party. Yet it is highly doubtful that county recorders may lanully do
so—under Arizona law, a voter “desiring to state a preference for a political party or
organization other than the one indicated by the record of his registration shall reregister.”
A.RS. § 16-136 (emphasis added). Voters who originally selected “No Labels” as their
party designation, therefore, are likely ineligible to vote in the Arizona Independent Party
primary unless they reregister.

42.  Further, the guidance the Secretary has offered as to how new registrants will
be categorized in the future is arbitrary and will invite even further confusion. For example,
the Secretary directs that voters who write “IND Party” are to be entered into the registration
database as members of the Arizona Independent Party, but those who write “Independent”
or “IND” will be entered as “Party Not Designated.” In other words, in some cases the only
distinction between voters who will be registered as Arizona Independent Party members
and those who will be registered as unaffiliated is the lone word “Party.” That is all but
certain to invite confusion among voters and possible errors by election officials—thereby

threatening the rights of unaffiliated voters to receive a ballot for their primary of choice,
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see id. §§ 16-467(B), 16-542(A), 16-544(D)—and will thus sow chaos during the 2026
primary elections.

43.  The Secretary’s approval of No Labels’ request will also require significant
last-minute changes to the draft Elections Procedures Manual (“EPM”), which must be
finalized and approved by the Governor and Attorney General by December 31 of this year.
Id. § 16-452(B). The current draft, for example, provides specific guidance on how to
designate each voter’s party affiliation in the voter registration database and how to identify
recognized political parties on a primary or general election ballot, including by assigning
a color and abbreviation to each party. These instructions do not account for No Labels’
name change, and the substantive eleventh-hour modifications required to bring the EPM
up to date will only exacerbate the risk of confusion and chaos in upcoming elections.

44. Finally, allowing the name change will thwart the will of No Labels
supporters. When the party first obtained recognition, it did so under the “No Labels”
moniker. Tens of thousands of voters provided their signatures in support of that petition,
along with 10 voters who submitted affidavits. They did so to create a party presented to
them as the “No Labels Party.” The name change now forces them to associate with a party
whose identity is fundamentally distinct from the one those individuals originally supported
and that those individuals may well not support now.

45.  Indeed, the Secretary’s guidance seems to acknowledge this. It instructs that
if a registrant lists “No Labels Party” or “NOL” in any registration between December 1,
2025 and February 9, 2026, the recorder should contact that voter to confirm which party,
if any, the voter intended to register with. After February 9, 2026, those voters are to be
placed in the “Other Party” category under the guidance. In other words, the guidance
acknowledges that there is ambiguity as to whether an individual who tries to register with
No Labels after December 1 is intending to join the Arizona Independent Party. Yet with
respect to those already registered with the No Labels Party years before, it assumes—

without attempting to confirm with those voters—that those individuals would prefer to be
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registered with the Arizona Independent Party. There is simply no proper basis for such an
assumption.

46.  Asone individual who previously served as a No Labels candidate in a special
election put it, writing in opposition to any name change: “Are we to wake up one morning
and find ourselves in the Labels Party — the opposite of what we signed up for? . . . If Mr.
Johnson wants a party with a different name . . . he should gather signatures and get his own
party on the ballot. In the meantime, he should leave No Labels voters, and our name,

alone.”

COUNT ONE

Violation of the Statutory Scheme for Political Party Recognition
(Declaratory, Injunctive, and Special Action Relief)
(A.R.S. § 16-801 ef seq.; A.R.S. §§ 12-1801, 12-1831, 12-1832; RPSA 4)

47.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference the allegations in the foregoing

paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.

48.  Once a political party is legally recognized under A.R.S. § 16-801 et seq., the
name by which it attained such recognition cannot be changed.

49.  The law recognizes a political party only by the name first provided in its new
party petition. In other words, a party seeking to change its name must submit another new
party petition and start the process anew.

50.  Accordingly, Secretary Fontes’s decision to allow the No Labels Party to
change its name to the “Arizona Independent Party” violated Arizona law. In allowing the
name change, Secretary Fontes acted in excess of his legal authority. See RPSA 4(b).

51. In the alternative, Secretary Fontes’s decision in allowing the name change
was arbitrary and capricious or an abuse of discretion. See RPSA 4(c).

52.  This Court should therefore declare that the Secretary of State’s decision to
approve the No Labels Party’s requested name change and any guidance implementing this
decision were invalid; enjoin the Secretary from accepting nomination petitions submitted
under the “Arizona Independent Party” label; and enjoin the Secretary from taking any other

steps to effectuate the name change.
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COUNT TWO

Violation of the Statutory Scheme for Candidate Ballot Access
(Declaratory, Injunctive, and Special Action Relief)
(A.R.S. § 16-301 et seq.; A.R.S. §§ 12-1801, 12-1831, 12-1832; RPSA 4)

53.  Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference the allegations in the foregoing

paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.

54.  Arizona law sets a higher ballot-access bar for true independent (ie.,
unaffiliated) candidates than it does for candidates seeking the nomination of a recognized
political party. Compare A.R.S. § 16-341(E)Y«(F), with id. § 16-322(A)(1), (C).

55.  This difference in signature requirements reflects a deliberate policy choice
by the Arizona legislature.

56. The No Labels Party of Arizona has fundamentally reshaped itself into a
different political party than that which first achieved recognition in 2023—disassociating
with the national No Labels organization and instead affiliating with the national Forward
Party—and it has abandoned the moniker that its original supporters rallied behind at that
time. It has, by its own express admission, sought to rebrand itself as the “Arizona
Independent Party” merely to allow candidates to achieve ballot access with a lower
threshold of support. This is an improper attempt to circumvent Arizona’s statutes
governing candidate ballot access.

57.  For this additional reason, Secretary Fontes acted in excess of his legal
authority under Arizona law by granting the No Labels Party’s request to change its name
to the “Arizona Independent Party” and bypassing statutory requirements for candidate

ballot access. See RPSA 4(b).

58. In the alternative, Secretary Fontes’s decision in allowing the name change
was arbitrary and capricious or an abuse of discretion. See RPSA 4(c).

59.  This Court should therefore declare that the Secretary of State’s decision to
approve the No Labels Party’s requested name change and any guidance implementing this

decision were invalid; enjoin the Secretary from accepting nomination petitions submitted
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under the “Arizona Independent Party” label; and enjoin the Secretary from taking any other
steps to effectuate the name change.
DEMAND FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands relief in the following forms:

A. A declaration pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 12-1831 and 12-1832 and/or special
action relief, or under any other applicable law, declaring that the Secretary of State’s
decision to approve the No Labels Party’s requested name change holds no legal weight
and is invalid, as is any guidance implementing that decision;

B. An injunction pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 12-1801 and 12-1838 and/or special
action relief, or under any other applicable law, prohibiting the Secretary of State from
accepting nomination petitions submitted under the “Arizona Independent Party” label;

C. Any other injunctive relief necessary and appropriate to ensure that the No
Labels Party’s attempted name change is not effectuated, and to minimize any confusion
for voters and election officials;

D. An award of reasonable attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to A.R.S. § 12-
348, the private attorney general doctrine, and other applicable law, and;

E. Such relief as the Court deems necessary, equitable, proper, and just.

Respectfully submitted this 4th day of December, 2025.
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HERR%\ LLANO LLP
By:

Roy Herrera

Daniel A. Arellano

Jillian L. Andrews

1001 North Central Ave., Suite 404
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

ELIAS LAW GROUP LLP
Uzoma N. Nkwonta*
Robert Golan-Vilella*
Omeed Alerasool*
250 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20001

* Pro hac vice application forthcoming

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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VERIFICATION

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of Arizona that the
foregoing is true to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

Executed this 3rd day of December, 2025, in Phoenix ' Arjzona.

(harlme Fumandes

Charlene Fernandez
Arizona Democratic Party
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Katie Hobbs Mark S. Kimble
Governor Chair
Thomas M. Collins Steve M. Titla

Galen D. Paton
Christina Werther
Sam Crump
Commissioners

Executive Director

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1110 W. Washington - Suite 250 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

MEMORANDUM

To: Commissioners
From: Thomas Collins, Executive Director and Mike Becker, Policy Director
Date: December 11, 2025

Subject: Proposed 2026 Calendar Year Budget

The Commission operates under system of caps that operate on a calendar year basis. We are asking the
Commission to approve:

the 2026 expenditure cap ($); $31,613,121

the 2026 administration and enforcement expenditure cap ($); $3,161,312

the 2026 public education (paid media) expenditure cap ($); $3,161,312

the projection of 2026 candidate funding disbursements ($);14,369,718

the projection of no excess funds in the Clean Elections Fund in 2026.

abkrwnE

Expenditure Cap on Total Expenses

In compliance with A.R.S. § 16-949, the Commission projects an expenditure cap for each calendar year for all
expenses under the Act, including candidate funding. Id. That expenditure cap, in turn, may be exceeded during a
four-year period so long as the difference is made up by a cap reduction in a subsequent year.

The Commission’s projected expenditure cap for 2026 is $31,613,121

Specific Cateqories of Expenses

The Commission categorizes operating expenses using four categories under the expenditure cap:
Administration/Enforcement, Public Education, VVoter Education and Candidate Funding. Our overhead costs are
apportioned by a 50/50 split between Administration/Enforcement and Voter Education. Personal Services and
Employee Related Expenses are apportioned by allocated staff-time between administration/enforcement and voter
education responsibilities.

Administrative/Enforcement

The Clean Elections Act (“Act”) permits the Commission to spend up to 10 percent of the calendar year expenditure
cap for administrative and enforcement costs (A.R.S. §16-949 (B)). Administrative and Enforcement expenditures
are projected to be: $3,025,000

Public Education

The Commission may apply up to ten percent of the yearly expenditure cap for reasonable and necessary expense
associated with public education, including participation and the purposes of the Act. A.R.S. §16-949 (C).

Public education expenditures are projected at $3,00,000

Voter Education and Implementation of the Act
The Commission may make reasonable and necessary expenditures to implement the Act, including expenditures for

voter education pursuant to A.R.S. 16-956(A). A.R.S. 8 16-949(D) These expenditures are not subject to any cap. Id.
Voter Education and Implementation Expenditures are projected at $4,800.000.

1
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Candidate Funding
Section 16-954(c) provides that the Commission annually project the “amount of clean elections funding for which
all candidates will have qualified. . . for the following calendar year.”

There will be $14,369,718 in candidate funding in calendar year 2026.
Other Projections

The Act provides that the Commission make two projections each year relating to the balance of and availability of
funds in the Clean Elections Fund.

Section 16-954(B) provides that the Commission shall project the amount of money that will be collected in the fund
over the next four years and the availability of those funds. The statute instructs the Commission to compare that
projection to projected expenditures “under the assumption that expected expenses will be at the expenditure limit in
§ 16-949, subsection A” to determine whether there are “excess monies” in the fund.

This year, staff recommends that the Commission determine that there are no excess monies in the fund based on the
chart below.

Calendar Year 2026 2027 2028 2029
Projected Revenue $5,448,500 $5,203,500 $5,348,500 $5,203,500
Projected Expenses

(Assuming at expenditure limit) $31,613,121 $31,613,121 $31,613,121 $31,613,121
Difference $(26,164,621) $(26,409,621) $(26,264,621) | $(26,409,621)

Section 16-954(C) also provides that the Commission shall annually “announce whether the amount that the
[Clommission plans to spend the following year pursuant to § 16-949[A] . . . exceeds the projected amount of clean
elections funding.” The statute continues by stating that if the Commission “determines that the fund contains
insufficient monies or the spending cap would be exceeded were all candidates’ accounts fully funded,” then the
commission may take steps to adjust the funding available to candidates.

Staff believes that the fund contains sufficient monies to fully fund participating candidates in 2026 without
exceeding the expenditure cap, as adjusted for carryover funds as described above. Therefore, staff does not
recommend that the Commission take steps to adjust candidate funding.

Prop 211 — Voters Right to Know Act
The passage of Proposition 211, Voters Right to Know Act (VRKA), established a 1% surcharge on civil and
criminal penalties to help offset costs incurred implementing the VRKA.

As of October 10, 2025, the VRKA fund balance stands at: $547,565.
The VRKA requires the Commission to review the funds available and to determine if it is appropriate to continue

with the 1% surcharge. Based on the above-mentioned fund balance, it is staff’s recommendation to continue the 1%
surcharge.



Citizens Clean Elections Commission 2026 Admin Expenditure Projections

2025 Actuals (as of Oct 10) 2026 Projections
Expenses
Personal Services $ 299,774 500,000
ERE 121,810 200,000
Total Personal & ERE 411,095 700,000
Professional & Outside Services
Attorney General Legal Services 23,712 15,000
External Legal Services 610,170 1,000,000
Temporary Agency Services, IT Communications 25,600 150,000
Other Professional Outside Services - Interpretor, Auditors, Court Reporter, Meeting Planner, Securit 19,650 600,000
Total Professional & Outside Services 679,132 1,765,000
Travel-In State 3,559 7,500
Travel Out-of-State 0 3,000
Total Travel 3559 10,500
Other Operating Expenditures
Risk Management Charges 3,200 4,000
DOA Finance Divison - ASET 533 1,000
External Data Processing/Telecom - WiFi, AZNET Phone Lines, Google Accounts 5917 12,000
AFIS Usage and Development 1,237 2,000
Rent Charges to State Agency 37,950 40,000
Internal Acct/Budg/Financial Services 15,980 40,000
Repair & Maintenance - Other Equip/Copier 2,068 2,500
Office Supplies 558 2,500
Conference Education, Training,Outreach, CEC Sponsored Events, Advertising 660 20,000
External Printing 2,157 4,000
Postage & Delivery 256 2,500
Awards 100 3,500
Dues 585 1,500
Books Subscriptions & Publications 7,234 7,000
Total Other Operating Expendtiures 78,435 149,500
Aid to Individua/Organization - 75,000
Non-Capital Equipment - Laptops, Software 536 50,000
Transfers - State, County Agencies, Univeristies, Non-Profits 150 275,000
Total 400,000
Total Expenses $ 1,183,396 3,025,000
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Citizens Clean Elections Commission 2026 Voter Public Education Expenditure Projections

2025 Actuals (as of Oct 10) 2026 Projections
Expenses

Personal Services $ 205,757 | $ 500,000
ERE 75,876 200,000
Total Personal & ERE 380,107 700,000

Professional & Outside Services
Public Ed- Paid Media, Social Media, etc 16-949 Cap 196,793 3,000,000
Debates, VEG, Broadcasting Debates, Outreach Events, Translation 747,545 4,800,000
Attorney General Legal Services statute 77,883 15,000
Temporary Agency Services, IT Communications 125,000 320,000
Other Professional Outside Services - Interpretor, Auditors, Court Reporter 22.000 865,000
Total Professional & Outside Services 1,169,221 9,000,000
Travel-In State 3,762 13,000
Travel Out-of-State 1,955 10,000
Total Travel 5,717 23,000

Other Operating Expenditures

DOA Financial Division - ASET 533 1,000
Risk Management Charges 3,200 4,000
External Data Processing/Telecom - WiFi, AZNET Phone Lines, Google Ac 14,030 17,000
AFIS Usage and Development 1,237 2,000
Rent Charges to State Agency 37,950 40,000
Rental of Info Tech Equipment - 2,500
Rental of Other Machinery and Equipment - 2,500
Internal Acct/Budg/Financial Services 15,771 35,000
Repair & Maintenance - Other Equip Copier 980 2,500
Software Support and Maintenance 160 3,500
Uniforms - 750
Office Supplies 6,500
Computer Supplies 79 2,000
Conference Education, Training,Outreach, CEC Sponsored Events, Adverti 1,692 25,000
Employee Tuition and Training - 5,000
External Printing 2,157 3,000,000
Postage & Delivery - 3,000,000
Awards 63 500
Entertainment & Promo Items 22,116 150,000
Dues 75 1,000
Books, Subscriptions & Publications - 1,500
Total Other Operating Expendtiures 6,724,831 6,312,750
Non-Capital Equipment - Laptops, Software 536 50,000
Transfers - State, County Agencies, Universities, Non-Profits 4,500 50,000
Total 100,000
Total Expenses $ 9,556,580 15,814,750
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Citizens Clean Elections Commission Revenue Projections - 4 years

2025 Actuals (as
of Oct 10) 2026 2027 2028 2029

Revenues

Court Assessments $ 5,023,687 % 5,200,000 $ 5,200,000 $ 5,200,000 $ 5,200,000

Commission Assessments 6,017 5,000 2,500 5,000 2,500

$5 Tax Donations - - - - -

$5 Candidate Qualifying Contributions - 240,000 - 140,000 -

Miscellaneous - 3,500 1,000 3,500 1,000
Total Revenues $ 5,029,704 | $ 5,448,500 $ 5,203,500 $ 5,348,500 $ 5,203,500




Citizens Clean Elections Commission 2026 Expenditure Caps A.R.S. §16-949

Expenditure Cap | Amount|
Total Expenditure Cap $31,613,121
Public Ed Paid Media $3,161,312 2024 Tax Filers  |Spending Limit Coefficient

Admin & Enforcement $3,161,312 3,512,569 $9




Citizens Clean Elections Commission Expenditure Cap Spending and Fund Balance Projection

CalendarYear| Beginning Fund Revenues Expenditure Cap Ending Fund
2022  $25,484,504 $5,756,983 $7,679,768 $23,561,719
2023 $23,561,719 $5,767,402 $4,483,183 $24,845,938
2024  $24,845,938 $6,238,461 $11,820,516 $19,263,883
2025 $19,263,883 $5,379,544 $3,988,427 $20,655,000
2026  $20,655,000 $5,448,500 $18,839,750 $7,263,750



Citizens Clean Elections Commission Expenditure Cap/Excess Funds Projections - 4 years

Beginning Fund Projected Projected Ending Fund

Calendar Year Balance Revenues Expenditure Cap Balance
2026 $23,044,066 $5,448,500 $31,613,121 ($3,120,555)
2027 ($3,120,555) $5,203,500 $31,613,121 ($29,530,176)
2028 ($29,530,176) $5,348,500 $31,613,121 ($55,794,797)
2029 ($55,794,797) $5,203,500 $31,613,121 ($82,204,418)



Citizens Clean Elections Commission Anticipated Fund Balance Projections - 4 Years

Beginning Fund Projected Projected Ending Fund

Calendar Year Balance Revenues Expenditures Balance
2025 $23,044,066 $5,379,544 $3,988,427 $24,435,183
2026 $24,435,183 $5,448,500 $18,839,750 $11,044,250
2027 $11,044,250 $5,203,500 $4,000,000 $12,247,750

2028 $12,247,750 $5,348,500 $12,000,000 $5,596,250



Calendar Year |

2022

Citizens Clean Elections Commission 2026 Candidate Funding Projection

2023 2024 2025| 2026 Projection

Candidate Funding |

$2,400,608

$0.00 $2,348,339 $0.00 $14,369,718
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Citizens Clean Elections Commission 2026 Candidate Funding Projections

2026 Primary Funding Projections 2026 General Funding Projections
Participating Primary Funding Participating General

Office Candidates Amt. Funding Total Office Candidates ~ Funding Amt. Funding Total
Governor 2 $ 1,141,328 § 2,282,656 [Governor 2 $ 1,711,992 § 3,423,984
Secretary of State 2 $ 295,743 $ 591,486 |Secretary of State 2 $ 443615 $§ 887,230
Attorney General 2 $ 295,743 § 591,486 |Attorney General 2 $§ 443615 § 887,230
Sup. of Public Instr. 2 $ 147,836 $ 295,672 |Sup. of Public Instr, 2 $ 221,754 § 443,508
Treasurer 2 $ 147,836 $ 295,672 |Treasurer 2 $ 221754 § 443,508
Mine Inspector 2 $ 73,943 § 147,886 [Mine Inspector 2 $ 110915 $§ 221,830
Corp. Comm. (2 seats) 6 $ 147,836 $ 295,672 Corp. Comm (2 seats) 6 $ 221754 § 443,508
Legislature 60 $ 23,099 $§ 1,385,940 (Legislature 50 $ 34649 § 1732450

Total Primary Funding for Statewide and Legislature $ 5,886,470 | Total General Funding for Statewide and Legislature $ 8483248

Total Candidate Funding for 2026 Election $ 14,369,718



Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1616 W. Adams - Suite 110 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

Via United States Mail and E-Mail

December 1, 2025

Hector Jaramillo

6926 N 74th Ave

Glendale AZ 85303

Email: hec4az@gmail.com
Phone: (623) 986-4192

Re: Executive Director’s Probable Cause Brief in MUR 25-01
Dear Mr. Jaramillo:

Enclosed with this letter and included in the file emailed to you is the Executive
Director’s Probable Cause Brief. These brief outlines why I believe there is probable cause to
believe that a violation of the Clean Elections Act and Rules has occurred. A.A.C. R2-20-214(A)
( stating that the executive director must issue a brief stating the case facts, legal position, and a
recommendation on whether probable cause exists for a Commission-jurisdiction violation).

You may submit a response. Under the Commission’s rules, you have five days from the
date you receive my brief to file your own brief with the Commission setting forth your position
on the relevant factual and legal issues. A.A.C. R2-20-214(C).

After reviewing any brief you submit, I will promptly notify the Commission in writing
whether I intend to maintain my recommendation or withdraw it from consideration.A.A.C. R2-
20-214(D).

Sincerely,

S/ Thomas M. Collins

Executive Director

Citizens Clean Elections Commission
Enclosure

cc: Paula Thomas, Clean Elections (via email)
Craig Morgan, Independent Advisor of the Commission (via email)

ITEM VI



Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1616 W. Adams - Suite 110 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

Brief of the Executive Director
PROBABLE CAUSE RECOMMENDATION
AND NOTICE OF POSSIBLE PENALTIES

To: Commissioners
From: Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director
Date: December 1, 2025

Subject:  MUR 25-01 (Hector Jaramillo)

I. Factual and Procedural Background

Hector Jaramillo (Respondent) applied for certification as a
participating candidate on June 24, 2024. On July 22, 2024, Respondent
submitted a sufficient number of qualifying contributions to receive Clean
Elections funding. Respondent reallocated a portion of these monies to the
primary election period pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-952 and received a total of
$31,760 in primary election funds. Respondent did not advance to the
general election.

Respondent ceased filing periodic campaign finance reports after
submitting a pre-primary report three days late on July 23, 2024. He
thereafter failed to file any required reports, respond to Commission staff, or

produce required documentation.



On January 8, 2025, the Executive Director served Respondent with
an internal Complaint and the audit report. Respondent did not respond. In
March 2025, the Executive Director recommended that the Commission
issue a repayment order for the full amount of funding received. Respondent
first contacted Commission staff and began filing certain campaign finance
reports only around the date of the Commission’s repayment-order
hearing—more than seven months after he stopped filing reports and after
multiple attempts by staff and auditors to obtain required information.
Respondent has not provided complete records required by the Act and
Rules. The Commission made a reasonable to believe determination on
October 7, 2015. A Compliance Order was issued on October 15, 2015.
These documents are attached as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein.

I1. Questions Presented and Brief Answers

A. Question: Is there probable cause to believe Respondent violated
the reporting requirements of the Act by failing to timely file campaign
finance reports?

Answer: Yes. Respondent failed to file required campaign finance
reports for months, failed to respond to Commission communications, and

remains in violation of A.A.C. R2-20-110(A) and A.R.S. § 16-942(B).



Analysis

Participating candidates are required to file campaign finance reports
“that include all receipts and disbursements for their current campaign
account.” A.A.C. R2-20-110(A). Reports must be filed on the dates
established in A.R.S. § 16-927 and Commission rules. Failure to file is
subject to penalties under A.R.S. § 16-942(B).

As of January 8, 2025, Respondent had failed to file multiple required
reports. By October 5, 2025, Respondent still had not filed all required
reporting and remained out of compliance. The Secretary of State’s
Campaign Finance Reporting System, (seemoneyaz.gov) reflected
significant late-fee liability based on unfiled reports. Respondent’s filings
were made only after the Commission initiated repayment proceedings.

Because Respondent failed to file required reports for extended
periods and only took limited corrective action after the Commission
initiated enforcement, there is probable cause to believe he violated A.R.S. §
16-942(B) and A.A.C. R2-20-110(A).

Possible Penalty

Penalties under § 16-942(B) for reporting violations are $210 per day

(legislative candidates), up to twice the amount unreported. See Table 1.



Table 1

Report Days Late Amount not reported $420

(§ 16-942 doubled
because 10 percent
threshold exceeded not
to exceed 2x amount
not reported )

2024 - Pre-Primary 30 Days Late 51 dollars Executive Director
Election recommends waiver
2024 Qualifying 234 Days Late Total Cash Receipts 30 x $420
Period Recap Report this Reporting Period:

$35,981.55 $136,080

Total Cash

Disbursements this

Reporting Period:

$33,260.35

Total: $69,241.90

2024 Primary Recap | 227 Days Late Total Cash Receipts 227 x $420
report this Reporting Period:
$31,760.00 $95,340
Total Cash
Disbursements this
Reporting Period:
$30,000.00

Total: $61,760.00

Note: Because candidate did not qualify for the general election, Executive Director elects not to
pursue penalties for reports after the primary.

10 percent of the 2023-2024 adjusted primary limit (16-952 one-party dominant)

$3,176

10 percent of the 2023-2024 adjusted general limit (16-952 one-party dominant)

$2,117



B. Question: Is there probable cause to believe Respondent failed to
provide books and records as required by the Act and Rules?

Answer: Yes. Respondent failed to produce records to staff and
auditors until after the repayment hearing, in violation of A.A.C. R2-20-115,
R2-20-104, and R2-20-403.

Analysis

Participating candidates must maintain and preserve books and
records of campaign transactions. A.A.C. R2-20-115(A)—(B). Candidates
must produce such records to the Commission and auditors upon request.
A.A.C. R2-20-104(C); R2-20-403.

Respondent agreed to these requirements when submitting his 2024
Candidate Statement of Organization and Clean Elections Agreement.
Despite repeated requests from staff and auditors, Respondent did not
provide required documentation until after the Commission considered a
repayment order.

Respondent’s failure to provide records impaired the Commission’s
ability to confirm proper use of Clean Elections funds, including whether

monies were used for direct campaign purposes or returned as required by

AR.S. § 16-953.



Based on Respondent’s failure to cooperate with the audit and his
failure to produce required books and records, there is probable cause to
believe he violated A.A.C. R2-20-104(C), R2-20-115, and R2-20-403.

Possible Penalty

If the Commission has reason to believe by a preponderance of the
evidence that a participating candidate is not in compliance with the Act or
Commission rules, then in addition to other penalties under law, the
Commission may decertify a candidate, deny or suspend funding, order
repayment of funds, or impose a penalty not to exceed $1,000 for a
participating candidate for the legislature. A.A.C. R2-20-222(A).

II1. Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, I recommend that the Commission find
probable cause that Respondent violated the Act on Items II(A)—(B).

IV. Procedure

If the Commission determines by an affirmative vote of at least three
members that there is probable cause to believe Respondent violated the Act,
the Commission shall authorize the Executive Director to notify Respondent
by order stating the nature of the violation. A.A.C. R2-20-215(A).

The Executive Director then may recommend to the Commission that
the Commission authorize the issuance of an order and assessment of civil

penalties pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-957(B). A.A.C. R2-20-217(A).



The Commission may, by an affirmative vote of at least three of its
members, authorize the Executive Director to issue an order and assess civil

penalties pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-957(B). A.A.C. R2-20-217(B).

Dated this 1rd day of December,

2025 By:
Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director




Exhibit 1

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1110 W. Washington — Suite 250 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

October 15, 2025
Via E-Mail

Hector Jaramillo
6926 N 74th Ave
Glendale AZ 85303
Email: hec4az@gmail.com
Phone: (623) 986-4192
RE: CEC MUR 25-01

Re: Order of Compliance and Deadline to Comply
Dear Mr. Jaramillo:

This letter serves to inform you that the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission has
determined that there is reason to believe you have committed violations of the Clean Elections
Act and Rules.

Pursuant to the Commission’s October 7, 2025 determination, which is attached to the
email delivering this Order and incorporated by reference, you are ordered to comply within 14
days. Ariz. Admin Code R2-20-208. During this period, you “may provide any explanation to
the Commission, comply with the order, or enter into a public administrative settlement with the
Commission.” /d. The deadline to comply with this order is October 29, 2025.

As you have been previously informed, neither the Commission nor its staff may provide
legal assistance to you, although you should give serious consideration to engaging an attorney.

Sincerely,

S/Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

Attachment: Reason to Believe Determination



STATE OF ARIZONA
CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION
MUR 25-01
Hector Jaramillo
STATEMENT OF REASONS OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Executive Director hereby provides the following Statement of Reasons
why there may be reason to believe that a violation of the Citizens Clean Elections
Act and Commission rules (collectively, the “Act”) may have occurred.

Summary of Recommendation

Hector Jaramillo (“Respondent”) chose to become a participating candidate
for the 2024 election cycle. He qualified for funding by collecting qualifying
contributions from registered voters and submitting them to the Secretary of State
for review by the county recorder’s office. The Clean Elections Fund provided
$31,760 for his campaign. Because he did not file the campaign finance reports
required by the Act and Rules in a timely manner and failed to respond to multiple
efforts from Clean Elections staff and auditors to obtain evidence accounting for his
use of funds until after the Commission entered a repayment order against him, there
is reason to believe he violated multiple provisions of the Clean Elections Act and
Rules.

L. Factual Background

Respondent applied for certification as a participating candidate on June 24,

2024. Respondent provided sufficient qualifying contributions to meet the statutory

requirements for clean elections funding on July 22, 2024. Respondent reallocated
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a portion of clean elections funding to the primary election period pursuant to A.R.S.
§ 16-952. Consequently, Respondent received $31,760 in clean elections funding for
the primary. Id. Respondent did not advance\ to the general election.

Respondent ceased filing periodic campaign finance reports after filing a pre-
primary report three days late on July 23, 2024.

The Executive Director issued a Complaint against Respondent on January 8,
2025 along with a copy of the audit report. See Complaint Attached. Respondent did
not respond or acknowledge the Complaint. In March the Executive Director
recommended that the Commission order repayment of the full funding amount. See
Attached Repayment Order. On around the date of the Commission’s hearing on the
Repayment Order, Respondent first responded to Commission staff and began filing
campaign finance reports.
II.  Alleged Violations

A. Failure to file campaign finance reports.

Candidates are required to file campaign finance reports “that include all
receipts and disbursements for their current campaign account.” Ariz. Admin.
Code R2-20-110(A). “In addition to any other penalties imposed by law, the civil
penalty for a violation by . . . any candidate of any reporting requirement imposed
by [Chapter 6 of Title 16] shall be [$210] per day for candidates for the legislature”

up to a statutory maximum limit based on the amount of money not reported.

11



A.R.S. § 16-942(B). Table 1 indicates the status of Respondent’s filings as of
January 8, 2025.

Table 1 (January 8, 2025)

12



Table 2 represents the state of filing as of the October 5, 2025.

Table 2 (October 5, 2025)

(: Note: The liability amounts indicated above are derived by the Secretary
of State’s Campaign Finance Reporting System based on the schedule established
in A.R.S. § 16-927. The Clean Elections Act provides for an “additional penalty”
beyond those otherwise imposed by law.).

Because Respondent failed to file timely reports, there is reason to believe

that he has violated the Clean Elections Act and Rules.
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B. Failure to provide records

The Clean Elections Act and Rules contain multiple provisions to prevent
misuse of monies from the Clean Elections Fund. Most of these requirements
reflect common-sense financial management practices that any campaign or small
business project would follow.

In addition to the reporting requirements described above, candidates are
required to maintain books and records. Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-115(A)-(B).
Audits are intended to ensure that these steps are taken. Additionally, reports and
accounting requirements help verify that you have properly returned monies as
required by A.R.S. § 16-953 (relating to return of monies).

As a check on the use of funds, Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-104(C) requires
candidates to provide records to the Commission and its auditors. See Exhibit 3 to
the Attached Complaint (Respondent’s agreement to abide by these terms) and
Figure 1 (excerpt from signed agreement). Similarly Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-403
requires candidates to cooperate with Commission auditors.

Figure 1

14



Because Respondent did not comply with requests for records or respond to
auditors until after the repayment order issued, there is reason to believe a violation
of R2-20-104 and R2-20-403 occurred.

Recommendation

If the Commission determines there is a reason to believe that a violation of
a statute or rule over which the Commission has jurisdiction may have occurred, an
investigation shall be conducted. Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-209(A). If the
Commission determines there is reason to believe, the Executive Director may, in
the Executive Director’s discretion, subpoena Respondent’s records documenting
disbursements, debts, or obligations to the present, and may authorize an audit.

Upon expiration of fourteen (14) days, if the Commission finds that the
alleged violator remains out of compliance, the Commission shall make a public
finding to that effect and issue an order assessing a civil penalty in accordance with
A.R.S. § 16-942, unless the Commission publishes findings of fact and conclusions
of law expressing good cause for reducing or excusing the penalty. A.R.S. § 16-
957(B).

After fourteen (14) days and upon completion of the investigation, the
Executive Director will recommend whether the Commission should find probable
cause to believe that a violation of a statute or rule over which the Commission has
jurisdiction has occurred. Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-214(A). Upon a finding of

probable cause that the alleged violator remains out of compliance, by an

15



affirmative vote of at least three (3) of its members, the Commission may issue an
order and assess civil penalties pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-957(B). Ariz. Admin. Code

R2-20-217.
Dated this 5th day of October 2025

S/Thomas M. Collins
Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director
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Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1110 W. Washington St. - Suite 250 - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

NOTICE OF COMPLAINT AND PRELIMINARY AUDIT REPORT AND RESPONSE
OPPORTUNITY
Via Overnight Delivery and E-mail

January 8, 2025

Hector Jaramillo
6926 N 74th Ave
Glendale AZ 85303
Email: hec4az@gmail.com
Phone: (623) 986-4192
RE: CEC MUR 25-01

Dear Mr. Jaramillo,

This letter represents notice of a complaint against you by the Executive Director of the
Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission and well as to provide you a copy of a
preliminary audit report. You have an opportunity to respond to both as discussed below.

According the Arizona Campaign Finance Reporting System, you stopped filing periodic
reports beginning with your qualifying period recap report. See Exhibit 1. Additionally, you have
refused to participate in required auditing under the Citizens Clean Elections Act and Rules, as
reflected in the attached report. See Exhibit 2.

The Clean Elections Act and Rules require participating candidates to file periodic
reports of their campaign financial activities, conduct all activities through a single campaign
account, ensure that funds are expended in accordance with the Act and Rules, and permit an
audit to confirm compliance with those requirements.

Your failure to file campaign finance reports and failure to respond to a required audit
logically support the conclusion you have acted knowingly in failing to meet these obligations.
Indeed, the available records indicate your campaign ceased to provide any required financial
information despite its legal obligations and the application for certification that you signed and
filed. See Exhibit 3.

Campaign finance reports and audits are the primary mechanism by which Clean Elections
ensures that you are abiding by the terms of the Act to which you have agreed.
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The absence of proper reporting and ignoring the audit raises concerns that other
important restrictions you agreed to as a participating candidate may not have been abided by.

Consequently, you and your campaign may be in violation of A.R.S. §§ 16-941(A)(1)
(limiting contributions), -941(A)(2) (limiting personal expenditures), -941(A)(3)(primary
spending limit), -941(A)(4) (general spending limit), -941(A)(5)(campaign accounts and return
of monies) and -948 (campaign accounts).

Failure to file reports can lead to penalties under A.R.S. § 16-942 (including daily
penalties of $210 per day for violations for failure to follow reporting requirements).

Additionally, reports help verify that you have properly returned monies as required by
A.R.S. § 16-953 (relating to return of monies). The absence of the reports supports an inquiry
into what monies ought to have been returned.

Absent reports, we also consider that you may have violated Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-
110 (participating candidates reporting requirements) and Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-115(books
and recordkeeping requirements) and have failed to establish that you have fulfilled your
obligation to show compliance with Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-702 (use of funds), Ariz. Admin.
Code R2-20-702.01(use of assets), Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-703(documentation of
expenditures), Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-703.01(consultants). Again, in each of these instances,
absent reports and compliance with the audit requirements, we must consider these possible
violations.

This is a serious matter. Violations of the above requirements can trigger penalties under
A.R.S. §§ 16-942, -943, and -957, as well as Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-222. Candidates can also
be subjected to repayment under Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-704. Additionally, “if the candidate
fails to provide adequate office space, personnel or records, the Commission may seek judicial
intervention to enforce the request or assess other penalties.” Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-403(C).

The Commission’s rules provide that you “be afforded an opportunity to demonstrate that
no action should be taken on the basis of a complaint by submitting, within five days from receipt
of a written copy of the complaint, a letter or memorandum setting forth reasons why the
Commission should take no action.” Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-205(A). Please respond to this
notice and complaint by the close of business on January 16, 2025.

Additionally, if you have any response to the enclosed audit report you have 10 days to
provide that response. Ariz. Admin. Code.R2-20-404(B).

Your response must be notarized, or the Commission will not consider it. Ariz. Admin.
Code R2-20-205(C). Failure to respond to this complaint within five days may be viewed as an
admission to the allegations. Id.

18



Complaint

The rule states that we are to provide you with an advisement of Commission compliance
procedures. Those procedures are set forth in Article 2 of the Commission’s Rules (Arizona
Administrative Code Sections R2-20-201 to R2-20-228). See Exhibit 4.

This matter is in the initial stages of review. A finding will be made only after the
Commission has fully reviewed this matter. Please contact me if you have any questions at (602)
364-3477 or by e-mail at thomas.collins@azcleanelections.gov .

Sincerely,
S/Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

Citizens Clean Elections Commission
Enclosures
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Complaint _
ector Jaramillo For State Transactions

Representative - District 24

B8 Demographic Information

Filer Name:

Hector Jaramillo for State Representative - District 24
Status:

Active

Filer ID:

101580
Filer Type:

Candidate (participating in Clean Elections)

Registration Date:

02/04/2024
Last Amended Date:

02/04/2024

County:
Last Reported:

Mailing Address:

6926 N 74th Ave

Glendale AZ 85303

Email: hec4az@gmail.com
Phone: (623) 986-4192
Filer Address:

6926 N 74th Ave
Glendale AZ 85303

Chairman:

Serna, Ricardo
Treasurer:

Abeytia, Anna

Candidate:

Jaramillo, Hector

Email: treasury4azhec@gmail.com
Phone: (623) 986-4192

Designee:

Office Sought:

State Representative - District 24
Party Affiliation:

B8 Reports Previously Filed
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© State of Arizona 2021
Paid for by the Arizona Secretary of tate's Office and with Voter Approved Funding from the Clean
Elections Fund
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Complaint

CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION
Report on Agreed-Upon Procedures

Hector Jaramillo
Participating Candidate for
State Representative - District 24
Primary Election 2024
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Complaint

FESTER &
=] CHAPMAN...

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Independent Accountants’ Report on
Applying Agreed-Upon Procedures

To the Chairman and Members of the
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
Phoenix, Arizona

We have performed the procedures enumerated below, which were specified and agreed to by the State of
Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission (the Commission), solely to assist the Commission in evaluating
whether Hector Jaramillo's (the Candidate)'s 2024 Qualifying Period Recap (QPR) Report which covers the
period from August 1, 2023 through July 30, 2024 (the reporting period) was prepared in compliance with Title
16, Articles 1 and 2 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, Campaign Contributions and Expenses, and the Citizens
Clean Elections Act, and whether the reports complied with the rules of the Citizens Clean Elections
Commission. The Candidate’s management is responsible for the Campaign finance reports during the reporting
period. The sufficiency of these procedures is solely the responsibility of those parties specified in this report.
Consequently, we make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for
the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose.

The procedures and associated findings are presented on the subsequent pages.

We were engaged by the Commission to perform this agreed-upon procedures engagement and conducted our
engagement in accordance with attestation standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants. We were not engaged to, and did not conduct an examination or review, the objective of which
would be the expression of an opinion or conclusion, respectively, on the Campaign finance reports during the
reporting period of Hector Jaramillo. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion or conclusion. Had we
performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to our attention that would have been reported
to you.

We are required to be independent of the Commission and the Candidate and to meet our other ethical
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements related to our agreed-upon procedures

engagement.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the parties listed in the first paragraph, and is not
intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than those specified parties.

December 9, 2024

24
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Complaint

L.

2.

Summary of Procedures and Findings

Preliminary Procedures

a)

b).

d).

Contractor will obtain a copy of the candidate's campaign finance report for the reporting period.

Finding

We reached out to Hector Jaramillo (the Candidate) via email on August 7, 2024, and again on
August 21, 2024; neither of which received a response. On September 18, 2024, we called the
number listed on the Candidate’s campaign finance report and left a message, again not receiving
any type of response. We called again on October 2, 2024 and spoke to someone, who did not
identify themselves. We introduced ourselves and said that we were calling about the Clean
Elections audit, but the individual said they were in a meeting and would call back soon. We never
received a call back. On October 22, 2024, Mike Becker with Arizona Citizens Clean Elections
Commission reached out to the Candidate’s Treasurer. The Candidate’s Treasurer spoke with Mike
and said that the Candidate would meet with the campaign manager that night and the provide us
with the information that was requested. That was the last time we heard from anyone associated
with the Candidate. It should also be noted that the Candidate never filed their Qualifying Period
Recap Report with the Arizona Secretary of State and as such, does not show up on the See The
Money website (https://seethemoney.az.gov/). Therefore, we are unable to review any of the
expenses, contributions, or perform any other procedure as required for our testing of the
Candidate’s Clean Elections funding.

Perform a desk review of the disbursements reported in the candidate's campaign finance report to
identify any unusual items requiring follow-up during fieldwork.

Finding
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not receive any
items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test described above.

Contact the candidate or the campaign treasurer, as appropriate, to schedule a date to perform
fieldwork. Discuss the nature of the documentation, which will be needed to perform the
engagement and ascertain the location of the necessary documentation.

Finding

We attempted to contact the Candidate to discuss the agreed-upon procedures, the timing of our
procedures, and the documentation needed as described in step 1.a)., but we were unable to
communicate with the Candidate.

Fieldwork Procedures

a)

Contractor will contact the candidate to request the records for an agreed-upon procedures attest
engagement. Candidates receiving audits after the Primary Election shall provide records from the
election cycle through the 2024 Qualifying Period Recap Report. Candidates receiving audits
after the General Election shall provide records from the election cycle through the 4th Quarter
Report.

Findin

Commission staff sent an initial notice to the Candidate and informed the Candidate that we
would be contacting them. We then communicated to the Candidate through a written request, the
purpose of the request, agreed-upon procedures to be performed, documentation needed, and
potential future requirements of the Candidate.
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b)

d)

The contractor shall contact the candidate and/or his or her representative(s) to discuss the
purpose of the engagement, the general procedures to be performed and potential future
requirements of the candidate, such as possible repayments to the Fund.

Findin
See comment in a) above.

The Contractor shall contact or conduct an interview with the candidate and/or his or her
representative(s) to discuss the bookkeeping policies and procedures utilized by the campaign
committee.

Finding
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not receive any
items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test described above.

(1) Review bank statements one month prior to the election date (beginning on the first of the
month), the month including the election day, and one month after the election day (ending
on the last of the month) in the reporting period and perform the following:

e Seclect five (5) samples of deposits and withdrawals from the bank statements and
determine that the transaction is properly reflected in the candidate’s records and
campaign finance report.

Finding

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

e  Perform a proof of receipts and disbursements for the reporting period, which is
defined as reporting the ending balances of the July 2024 bank statement and the
2024 Qualifying Period Recap Report.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

Using the dates and limits defined in the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Guide, review the
receipts reported in the candidate’s campaign finance reports to determine the following:

(1) The candidate accepted contributions only from individuals.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

(1) None of the contributions received from individuals exceed the early contribution limit.

Finding
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not

receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.
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(iii))  Check compliance with the maximum early contribution limits.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

(iv) Check compliance with the maximum personal contribution limits.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

For both the primary election and the general election, contractor will judgmentally select a 10%
sample size with a minimum of five (5) contributions reported in the candidate’s campaign finance
report (not including the $5 qualifying contributions) and agree to supporting documentation,
which reflects the name of the contributor (for all contributions) and for individuals who
contributed greater than $100, which reflects the contributor’s address, occupation and employer.

Findin
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not receive any
items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test described above.

(1) For other types of cash receipts reported on the candidate's campaign finance report,
review supporting documentation and review for compliance with regulatory rules and
laws and agree the receipt to inclusion in the campaign account bank statement.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

(i1) For in-kind contributions, review the supporting documentation and determine the
methodology utilized to value the contribution and assess the reasonableness.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

For both the primary election and the general election, contractor will judgmentally select a 10%
sample size with a minimum of five (5) of cash expenditures reported in the candidate’s campaign
finance report and perform the following:

(1) Review supporting invoice or other documentation and agree amount to the amount
reported in the candidate's finance report.

Findin
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not

receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.
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2)

(i)

(iii)

Determine that the name, address and nature of goods or services provided agree to the
information reported in the candidate's campaign finance report.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

o  Agree the amount of the expenditure to the campaign account bank statement.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

Determine whether the expenditure was made for a direct campaign purpose. Direct
campaign purpose includes, but is not limited to, materials, communications,
transportation, supplies and expenses used toward the election of the candidate.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

o If the expenditure is a joint expenditure made in conjunction with other candidates,
determine that the amount paid represents the candidate's proportionate share of the
total cost.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not
receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.

Determine whether any petty cash funds have been established and, if so, determine how
expenditures from these funds have been reflected in the accounting records. Determine whether
aggregate petty cash funds exceed the limit of $1,800.

Findin

We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not receive any
items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test described above.

(1)

If applicable, for both the primary eclection and the general election, contractor will
judgmentally select a 10% sample size with a minimum of five (5) candidate’s petty cash
fund expenditures and obtain supporting documentation for the expenditure. Determine
whether the expenditure was for a direct campaign expense and whether the expenditure
was in excess of the $210 limit on petty cash expenditures.

Findin
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not

receive any items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test
described above.
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h) Determine if the candidate/campaign incurred any debt. If so, report all debt.

Finding
We were unable to establish communication with the Candidate; and as such, did not receive any
items from the Candidate. As a result, we were unable to perform the test described above.

1) Contact the candidate and/or his or her representative(s) to discuss the preliminary engagement
findings and recommendations that the Contractor anticipates presenting to the CCEC. During this
conference, the Contractor will advise the candidate and/or his or her representative(s) of their right
to respond to the preliminary findings and the projected timetable for the issuance of the final
issuance of the report.

Finding

We reported our findings to the Candidate and the Candidate did not provide responses to our
findings.

29



Complaint

- STATE OF ARIZONA

F I L [E r)
JUN Z & 2024
APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATIO

0000562081
£3 Initial Application

AS A PARTICIPATING CANDIDATE; ARIZONA SECRETARY OF STATE

O Amended Application

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §§16-947 and 948 and AAC R2-20-104 (D) | COMMITTEE ID NUMBER
101580
NAME OF CANDIDATE _ DATE
HECTOR JARAMILLO 06/21/2024
OFFICE SOUGHT PARTY AFFILIATION ELECTION CYCLE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE - DISTRICT 24 2024
CANDIDATE'S ADDRESS cITY v STATE | zIP
6926 N 74TH AVE GLENDALE AZ 85303
CANDIDATE'S TELEPHONE # CANDIDATE'S FAX # CANDIDATE'S EMAIL ADDRESS
(623) 986-4192 TREASURY4AZHEC@GMAIL.COM

NAME OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE
HECTOR JARAMILLO FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE - DISTRICT 24

COMMITTEE ADDRESS cITy STATE | ZIP

6926 N 74TH AVE GLENDALE AZ 85303

COMMITTEE MAILING ADDRESS (if different from above) CITY STATE | ZIP

6926 N 74TH AVE ) GLENDALE AZ 85303

COMMITTEE TELEPHONE # COMMITTEE FAX # COMMITTEE EMAIL ADDRESS

(623) 986-4192 HEC4AZ@GMAIL.COM v

| =QF DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL WITH AUTHORITY TO WITHDRAW FUNDS (IF APPLICABLE) (A.R.S. §16-948)

DESIGNATED INDIVID g CITY STATE | zZIP

DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL'S TELEPHONE # DESIGNA IVIDUAL'S FAX # DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL'S EMAIL
R s TR T T

LIST THE NAME OF THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION FROM WHICH THE CANDIDATE AND THE DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL WILL CONDUGCT ALL
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY FOR THE CANDIDATE'S CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE (Do not list account numbers). (A.R.S. §16-948(A))

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION
MARISOL

DESIGNATED CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT (if applicable) (A.R.S. §16-948(B)): I hereby

designate ‘ as my duly authorized Designated Individual,

2

with the authority t(withdraw funds and make expenditures from my campaign account on my behalf.

Thndidate’s Signatare Date” /

g/;zy/ v
/

PAGE 1 of 2 Office Revision 9/07
30
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Committee ID: 101580 Application for Certification — Part il
Date: 06/21/2024
Form ID: 0000562081

CANDIDATE AND DESIGNATED INDIVIDUAL'S STATEMENT (A.R.S. §16-947):
I, the undersigned, upon my oath and under penalty of perjury, certify that the following statements are true and accurate to

the
1.

P No

10.

11.

12
13

best of my knowledge and belief;

| have complied with the restrictions of A.R.S. §16-941 (A) during the election cycle to date, which are as following:

a) Not accepted contributions other than early contributions as specified.in A.R.S. §16-945;

b) Not made expenditures that exceed the candidate's personal money limit; and

¢) Conducted all financial activity through a single campaign account.
| will continue to comply with the restrictions in paragraph 1 during the remainder of the election cycle and will:

a) Not make expenditures in the primary election period in excess of the adjusted primary election spending

limit;
b) Not make expenditures in the general election period in excess of the adjusted general election spending
limit; and

¢} Return unused monies to the fund in accordance with A.R.S. § 16-953.
I have filed all campaign finance reports required under Title16, Chapter 6, Article |, during the election cycle to date,
and the reports are complete and accurate.
| agree to use all Clean Election funding for direct campaign purposes only.
| will file, with this application, a campaign finance report showing all campaign activity to date in the current election
cycle.
| will comply with all requirements of the Act and Commission rules,
| am subject to all enforcement actions by the Commission as authorized by the Act and Commission rules.
| have the burden of proving that expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate were for direct campaign
purposes.
I will keep and furnish to the Commission all documentation relating to expenditures, receipts, funding, books, records
(including bank records for all accounts), and supporting documentation and other information that the Commission
may request in accordance with Commission rules.
| will permit an audit and examination of all receipts and expenditures including those made by the candidate, the
candidate’s authorized committee, or any agent or person authorized to make expenditures on behalf of the candidate
or committee. The candidate and the candidate’s authorized committee shall also provide any material required in
connection with an audit, investigation, or examination conducted by the Commission. The candidate and authorized
committee shall facilitate the audit and examination and shall pay any amounts required to be repaid.
I will submit the name and mailing address of the person who is entitled to receive equalizing fund payments on
behalf of the candidate and the name and address of the campaign depository designated by the candidate.
Changes in the information required by this paragraph shall not be effective untit submitted to the Commission in a
letter signed by the candidate or the committee treasurer.

. I will pay any civil penalties included in a conciliation agreement or otherwise imposed against the candidate.
. I will file all campaign finance reports with the Secretary of State in an electronic format in a timely manner.

State of Arizona ) State of Arizona )

. ) ss. ) ss.
County of WV\(O [70\ ) County of )
> .

Candidate‘s’ﬁgnature Designated Individual's Signature

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this szJ::iay SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this day

of Jun@ nx Z# : of 20

V7 //4/

Nota?/ Pl Notary Public
Page 2 of 2 Office Revision 9/07
(I, MARYN R. HERBERG
% Notary Public - State of Arizona
MARICOPA COUNTY .
Commission # 649487 31

Expiras July 2, 2027




Thomas M. Collins
Executive Director

State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Elections Commission
1802 W. Jackson — 129 (Mail) - Phoenix, Arizona 85007 - Tel (602) 364-3477 - Fax (602) 364-3487 - www.azcleanelections.gov

Via E-Mail
December 8, 2025

Clean Elections Commission

c/o Paula Thomas, Executive Officer
1802 W. Jackson #129

Phoenix, AZ 85007

Hector Jaramillo

6926 N 74th Ave

Glendale AZ 85303

Email: hec4az(@gmail.com

Re: Executive Director’s Probable Cause Brief in MUR 25-01
Dear Commissioners and Mr. Jaramillo:

Under the briefing procedures for probable cause, a respondent has 5 days from the
receipt of the Executive Director’s Brief to File a response. A.A.C. R2-20-214(C). “After
reviewing the respondent’s brief, the Executive Director shall promptly advise the Commission
in writing whether he or she intends to proceed with the recommendation or to withdraw the
recommendation from Commission consideration.” A.A.C. R2-20-214(D). Mr. Jaramillo has
declined to file a brief citing his difficulty obtaining counsel. See Exhibit 1. I intend to proceed
with the probable cause hearing on Dec. 11, 2025 at our 10 a.m. meeting, assuming we do
not agree to an extension. At that hearing I will present the brief that is part of the materials.

I will not be proposing penalties at the time of the probable cause hearing. Instead I
anticipate a separate proceeding on penalties at later date.

Sincerely,

S/ Thomas M. Collins

Executive Director

Citizens Clean Elections Commission

Enclosure
cc: Craig Morgan, Independent Legal Advisor

ITEM VI
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Thomas Collins <thomas.collins@azcleanelections.gov>

Re: Executive Director’s Probable Cause Brief in MUR 25-01

1 message

Hector Jaramillo <hec4az@gmail.com> Mon, Dec 1, 2025 at 4:26 PM
To: Thomas Collins <thomas.collins@azcleanelections.gov>
Cc: "Morgan, Craig" <CMorgan@taftlaw.com>, Paula Thomas <paula.thomas@azcleanelections.gov>

| don’t have the ability to respond as | cannot afford an attorney, but thank you for sending this.

On Mon, Dec 1, 2025 at 4:16 PM Thomas Collins <thomas.collins@azcleanelections.gov> wrote:

Dear Mr. Jaramillo:

Enclosed with this letter and included in the file emailed to you is the Executive Director’s Probable Cause
Brief. These brief outlines why I believe there is probable cause to believe that a violation of the Clean Elections Act and
Rules has occurred. A.A.C. R2-20-214(A) ( stating that the executive director must issue a brief stating the case facts,
legal position, and a recommendation on whether probable cause exists for a Commission-jurisdiction violation).

You may submit a response. Under the Commission’s rules, you have five days from the date you receive my
brief to file your own brief with the Commission setting forth your position on the relevant factual and legal issues.
A.A.C. R2-20-214(C).

After reviewing any brief you submit, I will promptly notify the Commission in writing whether I intend to
maintain my recommendation or withdraw it from consideration. A.A.C. R2-20-214(D).

Thomas M. Collins

Executive Director

Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission
www.azcleanelections.gov

Office: 602-364-3477

Mobile: 602-397-6362



Proposed CEC Meeting Dates
January - July 2026

Month Date State Holiday — Office Closed
January 29 New Year’s Day, Jan 1% & MLK Day, Jan 19"
Febru ary 19 President’s Day, Feb 16"

March 26

April 23

May 28 Memorial Day, May 25"
June 25

July 23 Independence Day, July 3"

&y

During the months of January — July 2026, staff estimates commission
meetings will be held once a month. All meeting dates are on Thursday and
scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m.

In the event additional meetings are required, Staff will work directly with

each Commissioner to determine availability and ensure we have a quorum
for the meeting.

ITEM VII
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