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1 PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE Ol TI ZENS CLEAN 1 and Novenber 28th, 2025.
o e 0o Bt e | 2  any o oners ave coments o
4 Commission, 1110 Vst Vashington, Conference Room 3 questions on the mnutes before we nove to a motion?
5 Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the follow ng 4 (No response. )
3 Board Nembers: 5 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Hearing none, is there a
M. Mark Kimble, Chairman 6 nmotion to approve the mnutes for the two meetings on
8 M. Galen Paton 7 Novenber 20th and Novenber 28th?
M. Christina Verther 8 OOMM SSI ONER WERTHER M. Chai rran, | nove
9 M. Sam Crunp )
M. Steve Titla 9 to approve the minutes for Novenber 20th and
10 10 Novenber 28th of 2025.
11 OTHERS PRESENT. , o 11 CHA RVAN KI MBLE.  Thank you,
12 Thomas M Col lins, Executive Director -
Paul a Thonmas, Executive O ficer 12 Conmi ssi oner Vert her.
13 M ke Becker, Policy Director 13 I's there a second?
G na Roberts, Voter Education Director 14 OOW SSI ONER PATON I'11 second.
: e L e G e 5 ORI LE Tk you
15 Bill Richards, Richards & Mbskowitz 16  Cormi ssi oner Pat on.
Samantha Fox, Richards & Moskowitz 17 It's been noved and seconded that we approve
16 ga?'hs ﬁ:??EQ,Ti& Law 18 the mnutes for Novenber 20th and Novenber 28th, 2025.
17 19 1'll call theroll.
18 20 Cormi ssi oner \irt her.
;3 21 COW SSI O\ER WERTHER  Aye.
21 22 CHA'RVAN KIMBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
22 23 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
;i 2 CHAI VBN KI MBLE:  Cormi ssi oner Qr unp.
25 25 QoMM SSI ONER CRUWP: - Aye.
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 CHA RVAN KEMBLE. Cormi ssi oner Titl a.
2 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Good morning.  1'm 2 COW SSIONER TI LA Aye.
3 Mrk Kinble, Chair of the dtizens dean H ections 3 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Chair votes aye. The
4 Comission. It's 10:00 a.m on Thursday, 4 mnutes are approved 5-to-nothing.
5 Decenber 11th, 2025. | call this neeting of the 5 Itemlll, Executive Drector's Report.
6 Ctizens dean Hections Cormission to order. 6 Tom
7 Wth that, we'll take attendance. 7 MR OQLINS: Yes, M. Chairman. Thank you.
8 Conmissioners, please identify yourselves for the 8 Thank you, Conmissioners, for all being here.
9 record. 9 A coupl e of highlights. First, | wanted to
10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Chri sti na Wert her. 10 congratul ate Conmissioner Vérther on being el ected
11 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON Gal en Pat on. 11 President of the Arizona Aty Attorneys Association.
12 QoMM SSI ONER CRUMP: - Sam Q@ un. 12 So that's -- | thought that was a cool thing. And
13 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  And |'mMark Kinble. Ve 13 that's all the Oty Attorneys for all of Arizona's 91
14 have a quorum Four of the five of us are here. 14 cities and towns.
15 Itemll, discussion and possible action on 15 QOW SS ONER WERTHER 92
16 neeting mnutes for two neetings. 16 MR QOLLINS 92,
17 I"'msorry. | see Cormissioner Titlais now 17 OCOMM SSI ONER VERTHER  There' s a new one.
18 here with us. Conrmissioner Titla, are you here? 18 MR QCLLINS. There's a newone? Ch, that's
19 QOW SIS ONER TITLA' Yes, sir. @ood morning, |19 right. It's Queen Qreek.
20 Chairman. Good norning to everybody. 20 OOW SSI ONER WERTHER  San Tan.
21 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Good mmor ni ng, 21 MR OOLINS San Tan. |'msorry. Anyways,
22 Commissioner Titla. Al five of us are here. Thank 22 | thought that was super cool, so --
23 you. 23 V¢ also did this town hal | panel discussion
24 ItemlIl, discussion and possible action on 24 on heal thcare with Tel emundo on Decenber 1st and it
25 neeting mnutes for two neetings, Novenber 20th, 2025 25 aired on the 4th and the 5th. You can see sone of the
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1 panelists we had. V@ thought this was a great 1 to dowth whether or not it's constitutional to
2 opportunity. This is the second issue town hall-type 2 restrict party-coordinated expenditures wth
3 forumthat we did -- have done this cal endar year, and 3 candidates. You know in Arizona, you know | don't
4 1 think we're -- we also -- | will also say that 4 know that a decision on this on a First Amvendnent basis
5 everybody on our staff, Gna and everybody working at 5 wll affect Arizona very mich, because in 2016 we
6 Rester, we noved -- and Tel emundo noved very quickly 6 passed a lawthat said that party-coordinated
7 to put this together on an expedited basis and -- 7 expenditures are not contributions to candidates and
8 because we wanted to get this done tinely during the 8 they are not subject to the i ndependent expenditure,
9 open enrol | ment season. And so we -- you know, so this | 9 you know limtations that exist.
10 was really, really -- this was really an inportant 10 So the nore interesting question, probably,
11 thing, and we'll have nore of that as we get into next |11 when this case -- a decision gets issued sonetine
12 year. 12 before the end of June is, you know, sort of how deeply
13 As you can see, we're -- everybody sort of 13 into the canpaign finance limts lawthe mgjority of
14 had a lot of outreach activities going on. 14 the Suprene Court cuts. You know, nost states and the
15 And we are working on the 2026 voter 15 federal government have sone formof canpaign finance
16 education plans. \¢'ve had -- we've had nine workshops |16 limts, you know how nuch you can take and fromwhom
17 so far, and we'll have the 2026 workshops coming up in |17 you can take the noney. So that's probably the nost
18 January. 18 interesting thing there, but, you know --
19 (n the cases, the only thing | wanted to 19 This was -- not to get super technical, but
20 update you is that, you know, we have a -- sone 20 this was on cert. It wasn't on a direct appeal, which
21 response -- we have a response due tonorrowin a notion |21 you can have in some of these canpaign finance cases.
22 for aprelimnary injunction in Mntenegro v. Fontes. 22 Sothey didn't have to take the case. So the fact they
23 So where that case is now-- this is the case that 23 took the case, you know tells you a |ot about where
24 challenges Prop 211 on the basis of separation of 24 this is going.
25 powers/ del egation principles, so essentially the 25 | also want to nention these two bills. You
Page 7 Page 9
1 legislative |eaders saying that the Proposition 1 know Mke, as you know -- or, well, Comm ssioner
2 delegates too much authority to the Comission to-- to | 2 Qunp, you don't know -- but Mke puts out a
3 adninistrate the Voters' Rght to Know Act. 3 legislative report starting with the session that wll
4 So there's a notion for judgnent on the 4 be part of this Executive Director's Report then. But
5 pleadings that has been filed by the | eaders that we 5 we had two bills we wanted to highlight.
6 responded to on Monday, then they filed a notion for 6 (ne, you know, Senator Kavanagh files a bill
7 prelimnary injunction. So we'll have hearings coning 7 | think pretty nuch every year to change the threshol d
8 up the beginning of the year on -- on those. 8 at which folks' -- donors' identity would be reported.
9 You know, | think that the case that cane out 9 You know, | was in Atlanta for this conference of
10 of the Supreme Court had to do with their standing, 10 government ethics lawers, and there was a | ot of
11 that is to say, whether or not they had an injury. 11 discussion around, you know, how this issue wll play
12 This has to do with whether or not, in fact, there's a |12 out in legislatures that are controlled by both parties
13 violation. 13 because of the, you know the concerns around j ust
14 And on the prelimnary injunction, you know 14 general -- how nmuch information is out there about
15 part of the question is whether or not they're harnmed, 15 peopl e and what can it be used for. You know so |
16 irreparably harned, which is not the sane as just 16 think that, you know we'll be sensitive to that.
17 whether or not they have injury sufficient to be in 17 Cbviously under the Voters' Right to Know
18 court. So, you know those are -- those are still 18 Act, in addition to those |egal paraneters that exist,
19 ongoing. V¢ do have a discovery issue there too that 19 the Comission has the authority to, if we ever got an
20 we're working through with the | eadership. 20 application -- we haven't ever -- to exercise its, you
21 | didwant to mention two other things real 21 know authority to address, you know safety issues if
22 quick. There was this argument on the 9th in this 22 they were to arise, those kind of things. So, | nean,
23 National Republican Senatorial Committee versus Federal |23 that's atinely thing. And | think if there was a year
24 Hection Conm ssion case that was covered pretty 24 that this kind of bill would get, you know, sone
25 extensively by all -- you know, in the news. That has |25 nonmentum it mght be this year.
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1 And then the prinary date. You know in -- 1 discretionary on the court whether or not they woul d
2 what was it, 2024 -- in 2024 for 2024 they moved the 2 take jurisdiction over this case in the first place.
3 state prinary date. This was to account for the | over 3 That's the nost significant one. It's not necessarily
4 recount threshold that the Legislature passed. This -- | 4 clear that they get any nore tinely relief fromthat.
5 it's very likely there will be a bill that wll -- and 5 The -- and then we received this notice of
6 this may beit -- that will nake that permanent. So 6 claim The notice of claimitself is a-- you know, is
7 instead of the first Tuesday in August, our prinary 7 a-- | nean, it's been distributed by the attorneys who
8 would be the last Tuesday in July going forward if that | 8 filedit to, | think, alot of different reporters.
9 passed. 9 So, you know the upshot there is that thisis -- this
10 So those were -- | mean, you know, | just 10 really has nore to do with the threshol d nunber of
11 think there's a -- you know, so there's a nunber of 11 signatures that independent candidates have to get than
12 things going on in the world that wll have sone -- 12 it has anything to do with the lawsuit that we have
13 sone relevancy to what we do, and | wanted to nake sure |13 filed. There's a little conflation of those two things
14 that, you know, as we go into next year we sort of try |14 in sone of the press coverage.
15 to nake you aware of those. 15 And then there is sone other aspects of that
16 So that's -- | think that's all | had. 16 that are alittle idiosyncratic in the sense that if
17 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE  Thank you, Tom 17 the threshold -- so independents have to get roughly --
18 Are there any conments or questions from 18 well, in 2024 independents had to get, for statew de
19 Menbers of the Conmission? 19 office, 42,000 signatures, while a Democratic Party
20 (No response. ) 20 candidate for statew de office had to get |ike 5, 000.
21 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, we'll nove on |21 And the statutes basically say that an independent --
22 toltemlV, litigation matters, discussion and possible |22 and this statute has been witten this way I think
23 action. ItemlV contains -- excuse ne. ItemlV 23 since, | want to say, early '80s, maybe -- maybe the
24 concerns three matters: The first is the Commission's |24 nid-'90s. But it says you have -- they take -- you
25 suit against the Secretary of State; the second is a 25 take 3 percent of the eligible popul ation of
Page 11 Page 13
1 simlar suit later filed by the Democratic Party; and 1 independent voters, | believe is what they have to get,
2 finally, we have this notice of claim As indicatedin | 2 sonmething like that. Soit's basically you end up with
3 the Agenda, the Comm ssion nay consider authorizing a 3 a much higher percentage of -- a much higher nunber.
4 range of legal options and may vote to go into 4 42,000, though, quite candidly, | nean, it
5 executive session for Iegal advice or to instruct our 5 may not be that insurnountable. | nean, nobody --
6 attorneys. 6 people say it's insurnountable. Wen you think about
7 Before we go any further, 1'd like Tomto 7 it, wth EQual and different things that you have now
8 give us a brief sumary of these matters, see if any 8 it may not. But anyways, that's the -- that's the
9 Conmi ssioners have questions they would like to address | 9 argument. It's essentially an argunent that says that,
10 in an open session. 10 you know, that's a violation of equal protection.
11 Tom 11 So it really doesn't have a lot to do with
12 MR QOOLLINS:  Thank you, M. Chair, 12 what we're -- with what we're doing. There is sone
13 Conmissioners.  So, you know, the Commission voted to 13 matters in there about objecting to whether or not we
14 authorize the lawsuit, and we filed on Decenber 2nd. 14 have a role here, you know, so -- so that's -- that's
15 It's a declaratory judgment action that, you know 15 kind of where those things are.
16 essentially seeks to -- a declaration that the 16 I'n the neantine, you know, there is an aspect
17 Secretary of State -- excuse me -- lacks the authority |17 of this overall issue that involves the H ections
18 to, you know unilaterally change the name of a party 18 Procedures Manual. And the Hections Procedures
19 and the -- in this nanner. 19 Mnual -- the final Hections Procedures Manual, the
20 On -- later that week the Arizona Denocratic |20 deadline for that is the 31st of -- you know before
21 Party filed a lawsuit that, you know, largely, I think, |21 the beginning of the year. Not alot of news to
22 reflects simlar theory to -- toours. | think that's |22 report, at least that | have, as far as where that is
23 probably -- but they filed it as a special action. So |23 in the process.
24 the ngjor differences between a special action and our |24 You will recall that one of the issues that
25 declaratory judgnent action have to do -- first, it's 25 the Mtor Vehicle Dvision has raised and that the

Coash Court Reporting & Video, LLC
staff@coashcrv.com

602-258-1440
www.CoashCourtReportingandVideo.com



The State of Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission

December 11, 2025

Public Meeting 14.17
Page 14 Page 16
1 Qounties have raised is that the EPMitsel f says -- it 1 I"mactually not sure if their answer is due on the
2 identifies five parties. It doesn't identify an 2 sane schedule or if they get a different schedul e for
3 Aizona Independent Party. Soif you're directing a 3 the special action. But, you know, we have been in
4 set of County Recorders to take an action, to the 4 comunication with the Secretary of State's attorneys,
5 extent the Secretary can even really do that, and that 5 but, no, there is not a -- not yet been a -- there
6 actionis not one that is recognized in the EPM you 6 won't be a-- they don't have a responsive pl eading due
7 know that creates a -- you know, a real conundrum 7 until the 24th.
8 right, for a county. You can't do both, literally, is 8 OOW SSONR TITLA' Ckay. If it's due on
9 what they -- what their communications have said. 9 the 24th, is there a reply date for the Conmission to
10 So that's where we are. | think the thing 10 that reply?
11 that's, you know-- so -- and | think that -- | think 11 MR OOALINS So -- right. M. Chairman,
12 that's really about -- about all | have that -- tojust |12 Conmissioner Titla, so to that point, | think that one
13 sort of summarize the sort of top news, you know | -- |13 of the things that -- one of the things that | think
14 so outside of that, | don't know-- so | don't knowif |14 is, | nean, sort of self-evident in front of the
15 there are any questions about those factual issues. 15 Commission as plaintiff is, you know, howto best
16 And | guess beyond that, | probably woul d, you know 16 execute getting relief ina manner that is timely. And
17 defer to Bill and to you all about what you want to 17 so, you know, probably a better question for Bill and
18 do -- you know, when we want to go -- when you woul d 18 Samantha, but we have given that issue a lot of thought
19 want to go into executive session. 19 and we have those thoughts to share with you for sure.
20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Before that, are there any |20 COW SSIONER TITLA' Ckay. So is there goi ng
21 questions that Comm ssioners have in open session? 21 to be a court hearing on these pleadings after those
22 OOM SSIONER TITLA: - Chai r nan. 22 time linmts? And when do you expect those court
23 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Cormi ssi oner Titl a. 23 hearings to occur?
24 COW SSIONER TITLA Yes, sir. 24 MR OOLLINS Rght. So, M. Chairnan,
25 Tom regarding your statement, earlier you 25 Commissioner Titla, right nowthere's not. But getting
Page 15 Page 17
1 stated that this was discretionary. Vére you referring | 1 one sooner rather than later is the -- is sort of the
2 tothe Coormission's |awsuit or the Denocratic |awsuit? 2 next step we have to take.
3 MR QLLINS M. Chairman, 3 It took a little while to figure out who the
4 Comissioner Titla, the -- what | was referring 4 Secretary's attorneys were for this nmatter. So we now
5 specifically to was the court's discretion to accept 5 know that, you know they have sone representation from
6 jurisdiction of the Democratic Party's special action, 6 the Attorney General's Oifice on this. And, you know
7 just because, as you know you know the special action | 7 our -- so our -- | mean, without -- so basically our
8 rules just allowa court, unless you have a mandatory 8 position with those attorneys has been the -- that
9 special action provision, to decline jurisdiction of 9 there is a clear controversy here.
10 special actions. 10 Qearly the Comission's | egal position --
1 OCOM SSIONER TITLA Yeah, thank you. 11 you know, obviously it wasn't unaninous, but
12 Because you said that it was discretionary to this 12 neverthel ess, the Conmission's |egal positionis
13 lawsuit, and there are a couple |awsuits out there -- 13 consistent with the positions of nost, if not all, of
14 MR QQLINS Rght. 14 the other election officials involved in this
15 QOW SIS ONER TITLA: -- the Conmission's 15 transaction and, you know, at |east one party we know
16 lawsuit and the Denocratic Party's lawsuit. So | 16 for sure and all of those folks evaluating the law So
17 didn't know which one you were referring to, but thank |17 it seens to us that it's pretty self-evident that this
18 you for the clarification. 18 is areal controversy that ought to get resol ved, and
19 Second, | have a question on -- has the 19 we, | think, conmunicated that the -- it'sin
20 Secretary of State answered the pleadings that have 20 everyone's best interest to settle that question
21 been filed by the Conmission and the Denocratic Party? |21 quickly.
22 MR QCOLINS M. Chairnan, 22 So, you know, we don't -- beyond having
23 Commissioner Titla, no. Their answer or whatever they |23 communicated that and the hope that that will get
24 wll fileis due the 24th of Decenber. | think -- so | |24 comunicated to the proper folks in the client
25 guess for the Denocratic Party |'mactually not sure -- |25 representative capacity at the Secretary's (fice, we
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1 don't really have an answer yet. 1 General's Gffice, |"mnot particularly concerned about
2 COW SSIONER TITLA Vel I, Tom ny question 2 the potential conflict here based on our forner
3 is, when do you think the court hearings wll occur, 3 relationship.
4 and | think this is the answer you gave, right? | 4 QOMWM SSIONER TITLA: - Thank you, Tom
5 can't renmenber what ny question was after your answer. 5 Chai rman, that concludes ny questions. Thank
6 MR COLLINS: VeI, yeah, the answer is -- 6 you.
7 yeah, so the answer is -- the answer is there's no date | 7 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you,
8 set for anything. The process we're followng here is 8 Conmissioner Titla.
9 totry to get one as soon as possible. 9 Any other questions in open session from
10 The hope is that the Secretary of Sate's 10 Menbers of the Conmission?
11 Ofice will recognize that it isintheir interest, as |11 (No response. )
12 well as everybody else's interest, to have that happen |12 CHARVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, are there any
13 quickly and not, you know sort of delay resolving the |13 nenbers of the public who wish to address this issue?
14 controversy when there's an obvious -- there obviously |14 If so, please nake yoursel ves known. There's no one
15 isoneandit's pretty sinple, really, at the end of 15 here in the audience and | don't see anyone on Zoom
16 the day. 16 (No response. )
17 So the short answer is, | don't have a date; 17 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Ckay.  Hearing none, |
18 the long answer is, we have a process to get a date. 18 would entertain a motion to go into executive session.
19 And as soon as we have one, we will let you know So | |19 QOW SSIONER WERTHER - M. Chairnan, | nove
20 guess | -- 20 to gointo executive session for ItemNo. V.
21 OCOW SSIONER TITLA' Yeah. Yeah. Thank you, |21 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
22 Tom Aso, you said that the Secretary of State has 22 Conmi ssi oner Wérther.
23 Atorney General -- sone Attorney General attorneys at |23 I's there a second?
24 their office. | noticed that we have an Attorney 24 OOW SSI ONER PATON 111 second it.
25 General appear -- attorney appear at our neetings 25 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,

Page 19 Page 21
1 previously, right? 1 Conmi ssi oner Paton.
2 MR QCLLINS Yes, that's correct. 2 It"s been moved and seconded that we go into
3 M. Chairman, yes, that's correct. 3 executive session for this matter. | wll call the
4 COM SSIONER TITLA So is there sone sort of | 4 roll.
5 conflict if we have an Attorney General attorney appear | 5 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
6 at our neetings and then they have representation from | 6 OOW SS ONER VERTHER  Aye.
7 the sane office, the Secretary of State's (fice? 7 CHA RVAN KI MBLE.  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on.
8 MR OQLINS M. Chairnan, 8 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
9 Commissioner Titla, we think we've resol ved those 9 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Q- unp.
10 issues by virtue of the way we resol ved the 10 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye.
11 relationship with the Attorney General's Cifice. So, 1 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Cormi ssi oner Titl a.
12 you know, with sonme exceptions, you know -- 12 COW SSIONER TITLA: Aye.
13 Paul a, coul d you grab Randy for ne. 13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE.  Chair votes aye. The vote
14 The -- with sone exceptions, the -- there's 14 is 5-to-nothing. V¢ will go into executive session.
15 not going to be a likely conflict unless there is an 15 Thank you.
16 existing matter, historical matter, some other issues 16 (The fol lowing section of the meeting is in
17 like that. And in those situations what we've said is, |17 executive session and bound under separate cover.)
18 you know, we reserve the right to object when 18 ok ok kK
19 necessary. 19 (End of executive session. Public meeting
20 M own viewon this, and | haven't given a 20 resunes at 11:16 a.m)
21 lot of thought and I'mnot, you know your |egal 21 CHARVAN KIMBLE: V' re back in open session.
22 representative for this purpose, but that in this 22 A this tine, do | have a notion fromany Menbers of
23 nmatter, based on the attorneys who are representing the |23 the Cormission -- any Menber of the Conmission?
24 Secretary's Cfice, I"'mnot -- and given the way we 24 OOW SSIONER VERTHER - M. Chairman, |'d like
25 have resol ved our relationship with the Attorney 25 to nove to instruct counsel -- outside |egal counsel to
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1 expedite the Comission v. Fontes |awsuit consistent 1 ItemV, annual budgetary cal cul ations and

2 with other instructions given in executive session. 2 2026 spending plan. ItemVis a discussion and

3 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, 3 possible action on the annual budgetary cal cul ations

4 Commi ssi oner Vérther. 4 and the 2026 spending plan. Annually we authorize a

5 I's there a second? 5 spending plan and make determnations relating to the

6 QOMM SSI ONER PATON ||| second. 6 Commission's spending capacity. Tomhas a brief

7 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you, 7 sumary of the statutory discussions, and Mke is

8 Conmi ssi oner Paton. 8 available to discuss details of the budget plan.

9 It's been moved and seconded that we 9 Tom

10 authorize counsel to nmove ahead as enunerated by 10 MR QQLLINS. Yes. As soon as | find ny

11 Commssioner Wérther. 1'Il call the roll. 11 notes | will be ready. |'mlooking for -- | have the
12 Cormi ssi oner \iért her. 12 neno that | nade for nyself, so just bear with me. Ch,
13 QOW SSI ONER VERTHER ~ Aye. 13 here we go. Sorry.

14 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on. 14 So | wanted to -- especial ly because we have
15 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 15 new -- new or new sh Commi ssion Menbers, | wanted to
16 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Cr unp. 16 spend a little tine just, you know identifying, you

17 OOWM SSI ONER CRUWP: - Aye. 17 know, what's in the nmenorandumyou have and what's in
18 CHAl RVAN KIMBLE:  Commi ssi oner Titla. 18 the background naterial, because it's -- it's kind of
19 (No response. ) 19 an ornate process for putting this together.

20 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Cormissi oner Titla, | 20 And basically -- so basically what we're

21 believe you're on mute still. 21 asking you to do today is -- we have it as one set of
22 COMW SSIONER TITLA Ckay. Can you hear nme? |22 decisions, and it really is one set of decisions, but
23 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Yes. 23 there are two conponents to it. The first conponent is
24 COW SSIONER TITLA: Yeah, | have a question |24 these calculations that the statute requires us to nake
25 on the notion nade by counsel. She said that the 25 about essentially the capacity of the fund and sone

Page 23 Page 25

1 notion was to expedite the litigation, I think, and 1 worst-case scenario situations and those kinds of

2 then also about followng instructions as nade in 2 things. It alsorequires us toidentify a cap on

3 the -- in the executive session, is that true? 3 certain expenditures.

4 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  That' s hasi cal |y ri ght, 4 So you' Il see in the neno that there is an

5 Conmissioner Titla. 'l let Conmissioner Wérther 5 adnmnistrative enforcement cap nunber that is at

6 restate her notion. 6 10 percent of the overall spending cap, which -- and

7 OOMWM SSI ONER VERTHER Yes. M. Chairnman and | 7 then -- and then public education at 10 percent. V¢

8 Conmissioner Titla, | had moved to instruct outside 8 have sone voter education funding under 16-956 that

9 legal counsel to expedite the Commission v. Fontes 9 is-- that is not capped, and it can't be, because that
10 lawsuit consistent with other instructions givenin 10 includes the Voter Education Quide and the debates, and
11 executive session. 11 the prices on -- the costs of those things are highly
12 OCOWM SSIONER TITLA' Yeah. And the reason | 12 variable. Soif you put an arbitrary cap on those,

13 say it is, | can understand the first part about 13 then we woul d have a problem And then candi date

14 expediting and | support that; but with regard to 14 fundi ng.

15 "other instructions,” |'mpuzzled about that. So | 15 So as we do this, the kind of nost confusing
16 know that probably we can't talk about it inthis 16 thing that the Commission does, inny view is estinate
17 session, but |'mpuzzled by "other instructions.” 17 the projected revenues assuning that you're at the

18 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  (kay.  So we're voting on 18 spending cap, that you actual Iy get to the spending

19 the motion as Commissioner Wrther stated it. Do you 19 cap, that is to say, you spend to the spending cap each
20 vote aye or nay? 20 year. And what that tells us is, based on the fund

21 OQOW SSIONER TITLA | vote nay. 21 balance and the -- and the incone to the fund, that

22 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Ckay.  Thank you, 22 tells us that if we vere to spend -- actual ly spend

23 Conmissioner Titla. 23 noney at the cap each year, the fund woul d very quickly
24 Chair votes aye. The notion is approved 24 gointo the red. Wat that neans, as a practical

25 4-to-nothing -- 4-to-1. Sorry. 25 natter, is that we don't have excess funds in the
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1 thing. 1 ustolook at the -- there's a-- what isit, a
2 So thereis a-- sothe formlais -- you 2 1 percent -- there's a 1 percent surcharge on fines and
3 know sort of basically articulates a deficit, if you 3 fees that goes to the VRKA subaccount of the dean
4 wll, that does not exist except on paper, because we 4 Hections fund, and it asked us to | ook at that
5 don't spend at that clip, but it does dictate whether 5 nunber and nake an assessnent of whether or not that --
6 or not there are excess funds in the -- in the dean 6 that we need to continue that. And for the time being,
7 Hections fund itself, and there are not. 7 our viewis we ought to because, you know the --
8 Smlarly, you know, we do candi date 8 although we have -- and we've not spent -- you know,
9 funding -- we do a candidate funding projection that 9 we've had cost-effective attorneys, nevertheless, the
10 says if basically all the candidates showed up, woul d 10 amount we've taken in there is about -- about half a
11 weruninto a shortage of dollars available for those 11 nillion dollars, | think.
12 candidates, and what -- in which case there are sone 12 And so, you know, given the -- given the
13 other nmechanics that happen. Again, that -- that 13 other -- you know, we have this entire new round of
14 calcul ation does not yield a shortfall. 14 briefing, we have the additional potential other
15 So real |y what you're doing is you're -- it's |15 litigation that may happen next year, and then provided
16 a kind of a stress test of a worst-case scenario 16 that litigation, you know is resolved favorably, you
17 spending proposition and a sort of worst-case scenario |17 know we have a bunch of inprovements we would like to
18 candidate -- | nean, it woul dn't be worst-case 18 make. For exanple, the candidate -- not the
19 scenario, | guess it woul d be best-case scenario, but 19 candidate -- the Prop 200 filing mechani sns, those
20 you know what | mean. But a, you know -- you know 20 kinds of things, which are not exactly where we woul d
21 it's essentially a stress test in the statute that 21 like themto be, but -- but, you know -- so those are
22 looks at those two things. And the formulas are -- 22 our -- those are the main things.
23 because it's a stress test, the formlas aren't 23 So, you know, typically what we've asked is
24 designed to be based on the actual spending. They're 24 that -- isto-- essentially a notion on the entire
25 designed to | ook at scenarios that are set up in the 25 package. | want to stress -- | nean, |'mtalking a
Page 27 Page 29
1 statute. 1 lot, but Mke, you know spends months putting this all
2 Then we get into the staff budget 2 together and working with Paula and G na and ne and
3 projections, right, so-- and there, you know 3 Avery and Alec on -- Aec has stuff, so | want to -- in
4 obviously you'll see sonme -- you know, especially if 4 the event that -- in the event you -- no, but | think
5 you're newto the Comrmission budget, there are some 5 that's inportant. | nean, | just want to nake sure
6 nunbers there that are high, that cost -- you know 6 that I'mnot -- | didthink it was inportant to say
7 things -- sone of these things cost quite a bit of 7 something here, but | want to al so make sure that folks
8 noney. And the nost expensive thing that we do -- 8 are -- that people understand that, you know we do
9 single thing that we do is the Voter Education Quide, 9 take alot of time onthis and Mke puts a lot of work
10 because it requires distribution to every household in |10 into making sure that this all works and we hope
11 the state with a registered voter and it's nailed. 11 nakes -- we hope nakes sense.
12 And we -- neverthel ess, we know from our 12 So that was ny kind of thoughts on that,
13 research that that is our -- | think it's our top, 13 M. Chairnan, and then | think either Mke or | are
14 right, Gna -- our top nost-recognized asset that we 14 available for questions if you have any.
15 do. It's the thing that people rely on. It's the 15 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  (kay.  Thank you, Tom
16 thing that people, when you ask -- when you ask -- when |16 Before we go to questions, | just want to
17 people ask ne what | do for aliving | say, you know 17 point out a typo in the meno. On the first page under
18 that guide you get? And that's -- that is -- that 18 public education there's a zero left out. The public
19 is -- sothat is our flagship product in many ways. So |19 education expenditures are projected -- that shoul d be
20 that's the nost expensive thing that we do. 20 $3 nillion, | believe, not --
21 Li kewi se, the debates are a mandatory 21 MR QOLLINS  Yes.
22 expenditure, and that also, in order to deliver it ina |22 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  There's a -- there's a zero
23 way that is effective, you know has sone costs 23 left out.
24 associated withit. 24 MR QOCOLLINS Ch, okay. That's correct.
25 Finally, the Voters' Rght to Know Act asks 25 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Ay questions or coments
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1 fromMenbers of the Conmssion -- 1 OOW SSI ONER CRUWP: - Aye.

2 OOMM SSI ONER PATON | had one. 2 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Conmi ssi oner Titla.

3 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  -- for staff? 3 COW SSIONER TI LA Aye.

4 Cormi ssi oner  Pat on. 4 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  Chair votes aye. The

5 QOMM SSI ONER PATON So the fund is 5 motion is approved 5-to-nothing.

6 replenished each year. And howare we with the funding | 6 ItemM, probabl e cause, MR 25-01, Hector

7 for the past year? 7 Jaranillo. ItemM is discussion on whether probable

8 MR QOLINS: [I'Il take a shot at that. 8 cause exists to believe violations occurred in MR

9 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Because for a while 9 25-01 involving Hector Jaramllo, a 2024 participating
10 there it was going down. 10 legislative candidate.

1 MR OQLINS | think -- | nean, Mke, 1 Cormi ssi oners, you have the Executive

12 correct me if I'mwong, but | think we think that it's |12 Drector's brief. Do Comm ssioners have any questions?
13 kind of stabilized at, | would say, about a mllion 13 (No response. )

14 less than what it cane in pre QMD is that right? 14 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  Tom i's there anything you
15 MR BEKER Yes. 15 want to add?

16 MR QLINS Soit's around 5 annually now |16 MR COOLLINS Yeah, if | may. Commissioners,
17 It was around 6 pre GOV D That nay change, you know 17 you know, we -- we -- so the next step in the

18 it may go down over tine. | nean, we're -- it kind of |18 enforcenent process after reason to believe is called
19 depends on the -- alot of it's revenue from parking 19 probabl e cause to believe. Under the -- under the

20 tickets and those kinds of things, so, you know post 20 rules | file a brief that, you know articulates the
21 OOMDthere's alot less traffic dowitown, for exanple, |21 basis for why there's probabl e cause to believe here.
22 in Pnoenix and other places. That's an inpact, so, you |22 In effect, the facts are unchanged fromthe reason to
23 know-- but it hasn't changed very much. The imediate |23 believe, and | think that the -- although there's an
24 drop was right around -- about four or five years ago 24 evidentiary distinction there and a -- and a

25 there was a -- but that seens to be stable now 25 ternminology distinction there in the sense that the

Page 31 Page 33

1 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON  Ckay. 1 probabl e cause process is moving closer to a finding

2 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Any other questions or 2 that would ultinately result in an admnistrative

3 comments from Menbers of the Conmi ssion? 3 order, you know that's -- that's part of that process.

4 (No response. ) 4 So we think that -- that the facts and |aw

5 CHA RVAN KKMBLE: [ f there's no further 5 fairly well establish that both there was late filing

6 discussion, | would entertain a notion to approve the 6 and that M. Jaramllo did not, you know until after

7 statutory determnations outlined in the staff meno and | 7 we got pretty far along in the process, begin to

8 the 2026 spending pl an. 8 provide information to the staff.

9 COW SSIONER VERTHER M. Chairman, | nove 9 Now, that said, one thing that | have -- have
10 to approve the -- can | see your |anguage -- the 10 done here specifically -- sonetines we will do -- go
11 statutory determinations outlined in the Director's 11 straight fromthe probabl e cause into the fine natter.
12 neno and the 2026 spending pl an. 12 Here | have bifurcated those, in part because | am

13 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you, 13 still in commnication wth M. Jaramllo and -- and,
14 Commi ssi oner \érther. 14 you know, have sone confidence that we'll be able to
15 I's there a second? 15 resolve this matter. And there is a specific part of
16 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON 111 second. 16 the process under Rule 216 that tal ks about the fornal
17 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you. 17 conciliation process. So we tried conciliating ahead
18 It's been moved and seconded that we approve |18 of tine, but, you know there's a -- there's a --

19 the statutory deterninations outlined in the staff meno | 19 there's a formal opportunity there as well, so -- so --
20 and the 2026 spending plan. | wll call the roll. 20 And then with respect to M. Jaranillo's

21 Cormi ssi oner \iért her. 21 presence, you know, | wll just tell you that | have --
22 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye. 22 personal 'y have a good understanding of his work

23 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 23 schedule, and in this particular instance because | --
24 COW SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 24 you know, | have articulated to himny need to nove

25 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Gonmi ssi oner  Cr unp. 25 this case along, | did not have the expectation that he
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1 would be here, nor did I, you know, have himnake -- 1 July 2026.
2 you know, | would -- 2 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you,
3 So fromny vantage point, his presence here 3 Conmi ssi oner Vérther.
4 or not here for this hearing is not a negative. It is 4 I's there a second?
5 sinply thisis astep that is necessary. He did 5 QOMM SSI ONER PATON ||| second.
6 communi cate back to me that he did not plan to respond, 6 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
7 but he is in comunicationwith me and | am-- so | 7 Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
8 just would -- to the extent that that is a question, I 8 It's been noved and seconded that we approve
9 would just say that although |'mnot in a position to 9 the proposed neeting dates. |'Il call the roll.
10 excuse an absence, per se, | see nothing in the absence | 10 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
11 here that is neaningful to neinterns of his, you 1 OOW SSI ONER ERTHER - Aye.
12 know current level of responsiveness to comunications |12 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Cormi ssi on Pat on.
13 fromstaff. 13 COW SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
14 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Tom 14 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Cr unp.
15 Are there any conments or questions from 15 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye.
16 Menbers of the Conmission? 16 CHAI RVAN K MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titla.
17 (No response. ) 17 COMWM SSIONER TITLA Aye.
18 CHARWN KKMBLE  If not, |'d entertain a 18 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Chair votes aye. The
19 notion regarding probabl e cause. 19 neeting dates are approved 5-to-nothing.
20 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER M. Chairman, | nove 20 [temMI1, public comment. Thisis the tine
21 on probabl e cause to believe violations of the Act or 21 for comments and suggestions fromthe public. P ease
22 rules occurred on MR 25-01, Hector Jaranillo, 2024 22 limt your remarks to itens wthin the Conmission's
23 participating |egislative candidate. 23 authority. Action taken as a result of public comment
24 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you, 24 islinmted by statute to directing staff to study the
25 Commi ssi oner \Wérther. 25 natter, responding to criticism or scheduling it for
Page 35 Page 37
1 I's there a second? 1 further consideration.
2 COW SSI ONER PATON |11 second. 2 Does anyone here in person or on Zoomw sh to
3 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, 3 make a coment ?
4 Commi ssi oner Paton. 4 (No response. )
5 It's been moved and seconded that we believe 5 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing no one.  You rmay
6 cause exists to believe violations occurred in MR 6 also send coments to the Conmission at
7 25-01 involving Hector Jaramillo. | wll call the 7 ccec@zcl eanel ecti ons. gov.
8 roll. 8 Iteml|X adjournment. If there's no further
9 Comm ssi oner \irther. 9 business, | would entertain a notion to adjourn.
10 QOW SS ONER WERTHER  Aye. 10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER - M. Chairnan, | nove
11 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Cormi ssi oner  Pat on. 11 to adjourn.
12 QCOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 12 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you,
13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Q- unp. 13 Conmi ssi oner \Vért her.
14 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye. 14 I's there a second?
15 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE Gormi ssi oner Titla. 15 QOMM SSI ONER PATON 1| second.
16 COW SSIONER TITLA: Aye. 16 CHA RVAN KI MBLE Thank you,
17 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Chair votes aye. The 17  Cormi ssi oner Pat on.
18 motion is approved 5-to-not hing. 18 Before | call the roll, | want to wish
19 ItemM 1, proposed 2026 neeting dates, 19 everyone happy holidays, and we will see you back here
20 January through July. V¢ are -- we plan to nmeet next 20 in January, | hope not sooner.
21 year on January 29th, February 19th, March 26th, 21 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
22 April 23rd, May 28th, June 25th, and July 23rd. Is 22 OOW SSI ONER ERTHER - Aye.
23 there a notion to approve the neeting dates? 23 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
24 OOW SSIONER VERTHER M. Chair, | nove to 24 COW SSI O\ER PATON  Aye.
25 approve the proposed meeting dates for January through |25 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Cr unp.
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QoW SSI ONER CRUWP: - Aye.
CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Conmi ssi oner Titla.
COW SSIONER TI LA Aye.
CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  Chair votes aye. V@ are
adj ourned.  Thank you.
(The neeting concluded at 11:37 a.m)
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STATE OF ARIZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOW that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter
transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
and ability.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way rel ated
to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor aml
inany way interested in the outcome hereof.

DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 15th day of

Decenber, 2025.

A

[
Kathryn A Bl ackwel der, RPR
Certified Reporter #50666
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