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1 PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE Cl TI ZENS CLEAN 1 OOW SS| ONER WERTHER M. Chai rnan, | nove
2 EZEC;:)?;S actowiwhisls?:t Zoz;’e:f?zz;ayloaogaz' E eg?i gﬁ;Ch 2 to approve the neeting minutes for February 19th and
4 Conmission, 1110 West Washington, Conference Room 3 March 19th, 2026.
5 Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the follow ng 4 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
s Board Members: 5 Commi ssi oner V¥rther.
M. Mark Kinble, Chairman 6 I's there a second?
8 M. Galen Paton 7 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON 111 second.
Ne. Christina Vert her 8 CHNRVAN KIMBLE 1'11 call the roll.
9 M. Sam Crunp o
10 9 Conmi ssi oner Vérther.
OTHERS PRESENT: 10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Aye.
. Thomas M Col | ins, Executive Director i CHARVAN KINBLE  Conri ssi oner Pat on.
12 Paul a Thomas, Executive Officer 12 COW SSI ONER PATON . Aye.
M ke Becker, Policy Director 13 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Q- unp.
13 G na Roberts, Voter Education Director 14 COW SSIONER CRUVP: Ay,
) A v e, OHRINIBE Oair votes oo
Samant ha Fox, Richards & Moskowitz 16 The mnutes are approved.
15 Craig Mrgan, Taft Law 17 Itemlll, the Executive Director's Report,
16 ;::t hy Herring, KCA . 18 including enforcenent, regulatory, and |egislative
vko Knox, Menber of the Public
17 19 updates.
18 20 Tom
;2 21 MR OQLLINS  Yes, thank you, M. Chairnman.
21 22 Commi ssi oners, a coupl e of things | wanted
22 23 tohighlight. Frst, our -- our debate schedule is
;:31 24 live on our website and will be -- we've announced now
25 25 two -- our two debate series, our broadcast debate and
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 our legislative and other debate series, one with
2 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Good morning.  1'm 2 Rester and the Arizona Media Association and one with
3 Mrk Kinble. And Agenda Item!| this morning is the 3 the Arizona -- Arizona Agenda and KCA and we will | ook
4 call toorder. It's 10:00 a m on Mwrch 26th, 2026. | | 4 forward --
5 call this neeting of the Gtizens dean Hections 5 Bl ess you.
6 Commission to order. 6 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Excuse ne.
7 Wth that, we will take attendance. 7 MR QCLLINS. -- look forward to those
8 Conmissioners, please identify yourselves for the 8 starting soon. \W're very excited about that. Vé're
9 record. 9 already here getting questions from candi dates about
10 QOW SSI ONER WERTHER  Chri sti na Wert her. 10 scheduling and that kind of thing.
11 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON Gal en Pat on. 11 And simlarly, with respect to the folks'
12 OOW SSI ONER QRUMP: Sam O unp. 12 candidate profiles and getting ready for the Voter
13 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  And |' m Mark Ki nbl e. 13 Education Quide, you know, we're getting lots of
14 And |"'mjust checking to see if we have 14 questions fromcandidates and |ots of feedback. And
15 Commissioner Titla. W don't have himat this ting, 15 |1'mhappy to, you know report that our -- you know
16 but we've got four Conmissioners, so we have a quorum 16 anong all of our staff nenbers, particularly Alec, we
17 Iteml1, discussion and possible action on 17 have -- very responsive to sol ving probl ens and
18 neeting mnutes for February 19th, 2026 and March 19th, |18 getting -- getting folks set up. Because there's
19 2026. Conmissioners, you have the minutes fromthe 19 nothing a candi date cares nore about than naking sure
20 February 19th and March 19th neetings in your packet. 20 their picture is on the website when they want it on
21 |s there any discussion? 21 the website, and so vwe -- so we're -- we're doing that
22 (No response. ) 22 while getting ready for the local elections conming up
23 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, is there a 23 in My on the website, so that's a lot of work.
24 nmotion to approve the minutes for both of these 24 | also wanted to nentionin April -- on
25 neetings? 25 April 18, so | think before our next neeting, we'll
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1 have our water town hall. Sothis wll be our third 1 that the -- the programis -- it really is not
2 town hall event. V& had education in the fall and then | 2 superseded.
3 we had a heal thcare-related one in winter and then this | 3 And | keep using that word because that's a
4 wll bewater. And this will bein coordination with 4 V\oter Protection Act term So even if you woul dn't
5 ABCL5, their studios, | believe, and thenit wll be 5 necessarily be amending the dean Hections Act, you
6 broadcast or available to our nedia partners. So | 6 still can't supersedeit.
7 wanted to nention all of that. 7 Vé wll talk about, obviously, the Fontes --
8 On the legislative front, | think the one 8 (Oean Hections v. Fontes matter in a mnute.
9 thing | wanted to highlight is we are working with 9 O the Proposition 211 cases, after -- you
10 legislators and staff menbers and other el ection 10 know, after you all voted last -- was it |ast week --
11 officials on trying to get us sone adjustnents made to |11 last week we filed our cross appeal there.
12 this neasure that woul d change the prinary date from 12 So | think those are the main things that |
13 July, or sunmertine, to My. The reason why that 13 wanted to highlight. Yeah, | think those are the main
14 matters for dean Hections' purposes is twofold. 14 things.
15 First, the way that the statute is set up, 15 Gbviously there is a -- you know, we have a
16 the schedule is built around a sumertine prinary. 16 rule that allows the Executive Director to close a
17 Excuse ne. And so if you were to nove the prinary to 17 conplaint in the event that, you know -- that, you
18 My, you woul d essentially supersede the schedul e for 18 know, we get a response and we evaluate that. And
19 clean candidates qualifying. In other words, clean 19 those reports, those -- that -- under that rule | give
20 candidates, instead of having the period of tinme 20 noticetoyou all, and that's in the Executive
21 between the beginning of the qualifying period and the |21 Director's Report. |'mhighlighting that because
22 period when they can file their candidacy to collect $5 |22 that's started up nowfor this election cycle, so we
23 qualifying contributions, that woul d be reversed, and 23 have one of those in the packet.
24 so they wouldn't -- they would not even be able to file |24 So | think that's all | have, M. Chairnan.
25 their -- excuse ne -- their candidate paperwork -- 25 Thank you.

Page 7 Page 9
1 their clean candidate paperwork until after they had 1 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Are there any comments or
2 filed their petition. Soit really short circuits the 2 questions fromMnbers of the Comission?
3 funding process. 3 (No response. )
4 And then for our overall budget, it creates a | 4 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing none, thank you,
5 situation where some spending, especially on -- 5 Tom
6 potentially on voter education, wll get pushed into 6 Item|V, discussion and possible action,
7 the odd year. And the way our budget works, for, you 7 Aizona Atizens dean Hections Comm ssion versus
8 know those of you as we -- when you think about we do 8 Fontes. This itemconcerns the Commission's ongoi ng
9 this in Decenber, we're set up to set these caps that 9 litigation with the Secretary of Sate.
10 run calendar year to calendar year. Soif all of a 10 First of all, the bottomline, we prevailed
11 sudden you have sonething that comes in at the end of 11 incourt. And | want to personally thank our |egal
12 the year, you know, that woul d conpress things again. 12 teamof Bill Rchards, Samantha Fox, and |sabela Von
13 Sowe'retrying to see if we can get that -- you know, 13 Dehl. Very excellent job in the court proceeding |ast
14 keep everything at the same level, but just extend the |14 week.
15 window for a two- -- for a two-year w ndow rather than |15 | wanted to first update Conmissioners that
16 a one-year window right, so -- 16 in public statenents the Secretary of Sate indicates
17 So there is an amendnent out there that was 17 they will not participate in an appeal, while the
18 discussed at conmittee. It did not get adopted at 18 party's chairman told the Arizona Republic that the
19 comittee, but the sponsor of the bill seenmed 19 party woul d appeal. Secondly, | wanted to recogni ze
20 interested in working with -- with us on that, so -- 20 this decision wll avoid a tremendous amount of
21 and ny goal at this point and Mke's goal has been to 21 confusion and cost to the Sate and to voters.
22 work on language that doesn't actually change anything, |22 Bill, didyou want to briefly explain what
23 right. Sowe'renot trying to get any increase in 23 the court ruled? And we may discuss this more in
24 funding for candidates or anything like that. Vé're 24 executive session, but maybe you can give us an
25 just trying to essentially nove the dates around so 25 overview of where we are now
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1 MR RCHARDS  Sure.  Thank you. 1 QoMM SSI ONER CRUMP: | have a question.

2 Menbers of the Conmission, the court has 2 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Yes, Cormi ssi oner Qrunp.

3 granted a final judgment in favor of all three of the 3 OOW SSIONER CRUWP: Yeah.  |'mjust curious,

4 plaintiff parties, soit was the Denocratic Party, 4 for the candidates who went out and gathered signatures

5 Republican Party, and the Gtizens dean H ections 5 under the Arizona Independent Party, what will happen

6 Commission. V& had the first lawsuit filed. Each of 6 with those signatures now?

7 the parties filed their own. V& consolidated all those | 7 CHFARVAN KMBLE  Bill, is that sonething you

8 into one. 8 feel confortable answering?

9 And the court has ruled in our favor across 9 M RCHARDS. Veéll, it's something | don't

10 the board, determning that the decision of the 10 have a final answer to, but | have a very, very brief

11 Secretary of State to approve and recogni ze a nane 11 answer toit, whichis the -- initially | believe what

12 change for the No Label s Party to the Arizona 12 will happen is the Secretary of State will have to nake

13 Independent Party was |egal |y unauthorized, exceeded 13 a formal decision on howto recognize -- or, whether to

14 the authority granted under lawto the Secretary of 14 recogni ze those candi dates' petitions as petitions for

15 Sate, and therefore that not only can the name change |15 a No Labels Party candidate. And at that point in

16 not be recognized at this tine, but the guidance that 16 time, other -- other interested parties could chal | enge

17 the Secretary of State had provided to all the County 17 that decision and take it right back to court if

18 election officials, to include things |ike change the 18 they -- if they elected to. And | can't predict the

19 party registrations for all No Labels Party voters to 19 outcone of that. | think that's a pretty novel issue.

20 Arizona Independent Party, none of that can be 20 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Bill.

21 inplenmented and none of it needs to be honored by the 21 Tom did you want to add anything to this?

22 (ounty election officials. 22 MR QOOLLINS Yeah, just -- M. Chairnan,

23 So that fully resolves that issue. The court |23 Conmissioner Qrunp, just, as you know all -- the

24 has determned that the only way for a Secretary of 24 candidate chal | enge period for nomnating petitions

25 Sate to recognize a new party nane would be to follow |25 wll, you know be happening, | think -- well, | think
Page 11 Page 13

1 the existing procedures under 16-801, 16-803 and go 1 it's -- does it start on Friday, is that right?

2 through the petitioning process that a new party that's | 2 M. ROBERTS W'reinit right now

3 never been recogni zed before woul d have to go through. 3 MR OOLLINS Wreinit now Ckay.

4 Qoviously none of that was attenpted here. So, for the | 4 So -- so any candi date can be chal | enged, you

5 party involved, if they elected to continue with a name | 5 know for any nunber of things, as you know | think

6 change, if you want to call it that, they would have to | 6 that -- so we don't knowif that challenge is going to

7 go back through that process, according to the court's 7 manifest itself yet.

8 ruling. 8 And, you know, | think that the thing that

9 They have an opportunity to appeal, as | 9 makes this alittle novel, as Bl put it, is that, you

10 think the Chairnan indicated. They've indicated, at 10 know, someone will say, you know well, this nane --

11 least inthe press, that the party intends to file an 11 they used this nane on a petition rather than that

12 appeal. To do that, they would have to, | believe, 12 name. The candidate, | think, inevitably will turn

13 nove on a very expedited basis given all of the other 13 around and say, well, | was relying on this, you know

14 collateral concerns with the election process and where | 14 good faith on what was going on with this. And so, you

15 we areinit right now 15 know | think that -- you know | think that --

16 CHARVAN KKMBLE  So just to summarize, they |16 Wiich, | would just be candid with you all, |

17 are back to being the No Labels Party as of -- as of 17 nmean, | have synpathy for the candidates on that front.

18 now? 18 | mean, | do. | nean, | think that if you were in a

19 MR RCHARDS. Yes. As recognized by the 19 position where you had -- you know if you were to go

20 Secretary of State fornerly, they are recognized as the |20 on the E-Qual portal in the last fewnonths and -- to

21 No Labels Party. 21 try to pick a candidate, your options were to pick --

22 CHA RVAN KKMBLE. Ckay.  Thank you. 22 the options that were presented to you were AP or, if

23 V' re going to discuss possible next steps in |23 it was an independent candidate, no party, you know

24 executive session, but are there any questions of 24 1t isnot at all clear to me that that was a decision

25 M. Rchards -- of Bll in open session? 25 nade by those candidates to select that, for exanple,
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1 onthe online portal. Andin our case, you know one 1 resumes at 10:35 a.m)
2 of the -- one of the, | think, 11 or so candidates 2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: W& are back in regul ar
3 actually tried to intervene on that basis, and the 3 session.
4 court didn't want to expand the proceedi ng. 4 I's there a notion by any Menber of the
5 So | guess, you know, one thing | -- | was 5 Conmi ssion?
6 asked about this yesterday by a reporter and | said, 6 OOW SSI ONER WERTHER - M. Chairnan, |'d like
7 you know, the first threshold thing is that, you know 7 to nove to authorize our outside counsel to make an
8 any candidate who signs up to be a candidate faces the 8 application for attorneys' fees and costs in the action
9 potential of having the petition challenged. | mean, 9 {dean Hections Commission v. Fontes and al so to
10 that's sort of life. 10 authorize outside counsel for the engagenent in defense
11 But we haven't seen that yet. You know | 11 of the Conrmission in any appeal .
12 don't know how that gets resolved either, but | do 12 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you,
13 think that in many cases in this type of situation, you |13 Commissioner \érther.
14 know | think ny experience -- and | will say, 14 Let ne just ask a clarifying question of
15 CQristina -- or, Commssioner Wrther and Gna and Mke |15 M. Rchards. Do we need to nake this in two notions,
16 have their own -- the courts tend -- | nean, 16 or are you okay with it in one notion?
17 substantial conpliance is the standard. You conply 17 M RCHARDS, | think it mght be best in
18 with the thing that was there. You know | don't know |18 two notions. It's involving two separate proceedings,
19 | think that there's a pretty decent argument on 19 soit's probably best in two.
20 those -- on those behal f, just to speculate a little 20 CHA RVAN KKMBLE Ckay.  Thank you.
21 bit about it. 21 Cormi ssi oner \irther, could you --
22 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE Thank you, Tom 22 OOWM SSI ONER VERTHER  Yeah, ' || withdraw ny
23 Any other questions in open session before we |23 notion.
24 vote to go into executive session? 24 And then the first motion is to authorize
25 (No response. ) 25 outside counsel in the matter of the dean Hections
Page 15 Page 17
1 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Ckay. | would entertain a 1 Conmission v. Fontes to submt the application for
2 motion to go into executive session to discuss this 2 attorneys' fees and costs.
3 item 3 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you,
4 QoMM SSI ONER VERTHER M. Chairman, | nove 4 Commi ssi oner Wért her.
5 to gointo executive session for ItemNo. |V. 5 I's there a second?
6 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 6 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON 111 second.
7 Conmi ssioner Vérther. 7 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  It's been noved and
8 I's there a second? 8 seconded that we authorize our attorneys to file a
9 COW SSI ONER PATON 111 second. 9 motion for reinbursenent of attorneys' fees. 1'Il call
10 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 10 the roll.
11 Cormi ssi oner Paton. 11 Cormi ssi oner \irt her.
12 I will call theroll and move to go into 12 OOW SS ONER WERTHER - Aye.
13 executive session. 13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
14 Cormi ssi oner \iért her. 14 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
15 QOW SSI ONER ERTHER - Aye. 15 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Cr unp.
16 CHA RVAN KI MBLE: Gormi ssi oner  Pat on. 16 QoW SSI ONER CRUMP: - Aye.
17 OOMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 17 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Chair votes aye.
18 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Qr unp. 18 The notion is approved 4-to-not hi ng.
19 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye. 19 D d you have another notion,
20 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Chair votes aye. 20 Cormi ssi oner Vérther?
21 VE' Il be in executive session. Thank you. 21 QOW SSI ONER VERTHER Yes. M. Chairnan, |
22 (The fol lowing section of the meetingis in 22 would like to nove to authorize our outside counsel,
23 executive session and bound under separate cover.) 23 again, for the Aean Hections Commission v. Fontes
24 Rk Xk 24 case, for their engagenent in defense of the Commission
25 (End of executive session. Public meeting 25 in any appeal .

Coash Court Reporting & Video, LLC
staff@coashcrv.com

602-258-1440
www.CoashCourtReportingandVideo.com



The State of Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission

March 26, 2026

Public Meeting 18..21
Page 18 Page 20
1 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Thank you, 1 discussion at the neeting when we discussed this, we
2 Conmissioner Vérther. 2 had talked about howto -- howto -- howto deal with
3 I's there a second? 3 the sort of househol d expenses, househol d nenber issue.
4 QCOMM SSI ONER PATON 111 second. 4 And we had sone questions from Gomm ssioner Grunp al ong
5 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 5 the lines of howwe might conpare that to what other
6 Conmi ssi oner Paton. 6 states do and the inpact on candidates. And, you know
7 I't's been moved and seconded that we appeal 7 our reflection on that, you know, in the ensuing period
8 the remaining issues inthis case. |'ll call the roll. 8 of tineis that probably the better way to deal with
9 Conmi ssi oner Vért her. 9 that, rather than try to find a codification that goes
10 QOW SS ONER WERTHER  Aye. 10 beyond what we've already said about famly nenbers,
1 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 11 would be to treat that as an auditabl e issue.
12 QCOWM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 12 You know, we've -- | think we have a line, or
13 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Q- unp. 13 we have in the past sonetines had a line in the audit
14 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye. 14 about disclosing fanly nenber issues, so we can -- we
15 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Chair votes aye. 15 can adjust that. And that woul d have -- give us a
16 The notion is approved 4-to-not hing. 16 better understanding of whether or not this is going to
17 Thank you very much, Bill and Sam for your 17 be aregular thing, and if it is a regular thing,
18 time and your expertise. 18 whether it's a -- you know we need to actually codify
19 MR R CHARDS: Thank you. 19 sonet hi ng.
20 CHA RVAN KKMBLE ItemV, di scussion and 20 You know, the statute itself, the dean
21 possible action on proposed amendnents to AAC 21 Hections Act itself recognizes that famly menbers can
22 R2-20-702, use of clean funds. This is a discussion 22 work for candidates. The rules have al ways recogni zed
23 and possibl e action on a proposed anendnent to Rule 23 that. So, you know-- so, you know it does get a
24 R2-20-702 regarding the use of (ean Hection funds. 24 little -- and then -- and then -- you know it also
25 Tom do you want to walk us through this 25 gets into an issue of, you know, how do you -- | nean,
Page 19 Page 21
1 proposed anendnent ? 1 1"l just be honest with you. Wen | was even drafting
2 MR QOCOLLINS  Yes. Conmissioners, you nay 2 the proposal that we originally had that we did not
3 recall that we talked about this last year. This was a | 3 advance for public coment, you know, we got into an
4 rule that we -- we initially discussed this as -- in 4 issue of how do you define that, what relationships do
5 two steps. First step was to restore into the text of 5 you went in, what relationships do you want out. So we
6 the Adninistrative Code the specific itens that are 6 think better to leave that alone. And as | say, |
7 prohibited for clean candidates to use clean funds for, 7 think with the specifics here restored we'll be in a
8 you know, and that -- that aspect of the rule, you 8 stronger place than we were bef orehand.
9 know we -- and we were able to -- only to research so 9 The only other thing I'Il note is, you know
10 far that -- we don't know exactly why they were 10 again, | don't knowthat this is necessary, but our
11 renoved, we don't have anything on our end that says 11 statute provides for the Conmission, if you're
12 why, and Secretary's (ffice doesn't have anything on 12 unaninous, to allow for an independent -- an inmediate
13 its end, but we are where we are, so that does that. 13 effective date. The Governor's Regul atory Review
14 V¢ -- you know, as a practical natter, those |14 Qouncil is not bound by that, but they do give it
15 itens are essentially personal use itens, or not direct |15 consideration. If you're not unaninous, that's --
16 canpai gn expenses, so, you know, we have -- we have 16 that's not an option.
17 been functioning fine providing those as exanpl es and 17 Soif -- soit's uptoyouif you want to
18 guidance that -- but restoring theminto the rules also |18 indicate that. The notice, | believe, specified that
19 provides sone clarity, right. So, in other words, we 19 that was a possibility. And in any event, it would
20 haven't had a case yet where a particular itemlike 20 help us, inour interactions with GRC to have that
21 that was an issue and we haven't had, you know, 21 included ina notion. V¢ don't always ask for that, |
22 anything fall through the cracks, right. Sothisis 22 don't think, but just to have that in the record. |If
23 kind of a belt-and-suspenders thing at this point, but |23 you all are unaninous, to be clear in the record that
24 it's aninportant belt. 24 we would like to have this have an imediate effective
25 Wth respect to the second point of 25 date.
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1 And that's -- that's what | have. Thank you, 1 howoften that happens. V¢ don't -- we do think that
2 M. Chairnan. 2 having the specific articulation, right, inthe rules
3 CHARVAN KKMBLE  Ckay. Tom | just want to 3 restored around household gives us a little nore oonph
4 clarify. Soyou are asking us to do what with this 4 than just the direct canpaign expenditure piece that we
5 anendnent, approve it -- 5 have in place, right.
6 MR QCOLLINS:  Yes. 6 It doesn't necessarily -- it shouldn't, as |
7 CHARVAN KKMBLE  -- put it out -- 7 say, change any outcones of any enforcenents, but it
8 MR OQLINS MNo. This is approve, yes. |'m | 8 will reenphasize, hey, you know household -- you can't
9 sorry. Yeah. 9 doit. Sothat, | think, flags for a candidate, you
10 CHA RVAN KIMBLE.  Ckay. Approve it and ask 10 know |'ve got to be aware of howthis noney is being
11 that that approval take effect inmediately -- 11 spent. And naybe that neans you -- you know you -- |
12 MR OOLLINS: Qorrect. 12 nean, whatever that neans.
13 CHARVAN KKMBLE  -- if we are unani mous? 13 And then we have our field audits that we do
14 MR COLLINS:  CQorrect. 14 on the clean candidates, and we can work wth our
15 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you. 15 auditors to develop a better question that is going to
16 Any questions for Tomfrom Menbers of the 16 be nore tailored than any rule could be to try to sort
17 Cormi ssi on? 17 of dipstick whether or not there's a reason to believe
18 OOWM SSI ONER WERTHER M. Chairman, | just 18 somebody is using clean noney for househol d expenses
19 have a clarifying question. 19 when it appears they're not.
20 So, Tom you were saying that if thisis 20 QOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Thank you.
21 approved, so any issues would cone up through the 21 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Ay ot her questions or
22 audit? 22 conments from Menbers of the Conmission?
23 MR OQLINS MNo. Therule itself would -- 23 (No response. )
24 you know, which is what we've been telling people the 24 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  So, Tom you are -- you are
25 entire time this wasn't on the books, right. The rule |25 asking us to approve an anendnent to Rule R2-20-702?
Page 23 Page 25
1 itself would go into effect upon GRRC s approval, if 1 MR COLLINS:  Correct.
2 they gave it imediate approval. 2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you.
3 The specific issue that we had tal ked about 3 Do we have a notion reflecting that?
4 inthe drafting process and public coment process was 4 QOW SSIONER WERTHER M. Chairnan, |'d like
5 whether we want to go farther and get underneath nore 5 to nove the approval of the proposed anendnent to the
6 the interaction where you have a househol d menber who 6 Arizona Adnministrative Code R2-20-702 and al so, if
7 is working for a candidate and how do you deal with 7 unaninous, that it take inmediate effect.
8 this question of whether or not they are -- for 8 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you,
9 exanple, you know, if | work for -- if | work for the 9 Commi ssi oner Vérther.
10 candidate and the candidate is paying ne, is that noney | 10 I's there a second?
11 going into the househol d budget, right. Hwdo you -- |11 QOMM SSI ONER PATON ||| second.
12 how do you delineate that. And that's a hard question |12 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  I't's been noved and
13 and we -- 13 seconded that we approve the proposed amendnent to
14 You know, we know that the -- that the 14 Rule R-20-702. I'Il call the roll.
15 statute and rul es have always al | owed fam |y nenbers to | 15 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
16 work for candidates, so we're not in a position where 16 OOWM SSI ONER VERTHER - Aye.
17 we can prohibit that. So how you neasure whether or 17 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
18 not noney is going into the househol d budget, right -- |18 OOWMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
19 if | hire ny boyfriend as a canpai gn consultant and we |19 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner  Cr unp.
20 live together and | pay him you know $6,000, let's 20 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye.
21 say, and then our nortgage is, you know $2,500, | 21 CHA RVAN KEMBLE  Chai r votes aye.
22 nean, how do you -- how do you -- how do you know, 22 Mtion is approved unani nously.
23 right, because everything becones sort of fungible. So |23 Thank you, Tom
24 it's areal challenge froma regul atory perspective. 24 MR QCOLLINS.  Thank you.
25 Qur -- we don't think that -- we don't know |25 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Item M, discussion and
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Page 28

1 possible action on MR 25-03, Mnica Tinber| ake. 1 get these done in fewer than three nonths if everything
2 ItemM is a discussion and possible action on whet her 2 lines uptodoit in successive neetings, right.
3 probabl e cause exists to believe violations of the 3 So the year is apain, it's-- and | really
4 (Qean Bections Act and Rul es occurred in MR 25-03 4 appreciate your patience with that, but, you know
5 involving Mnica Tinberlake, a 2024 |egislative 5 looking at it, it's not necessarily clear we could have
6 candidate. 6 cut it back too, too many. V¢ probably naybe coul d
7 Cormi ssi oners, you have the Executive 7 have shaved a nonth here and a nonth there, but -- you
8 Drector's brief. Frst, we wll hear fromthe 8 know part of thisis, if this goes this way, that's
9 Executive Director, Tom and then we will hear from 9 the way it goes. So | appreciate your patience with ne
10 M. Tinberlake or her representative if they are 10 and us working through this.
11 present. 11 So the third thing is obviously we believe
12 Tom 12 that there is probabl e cause to believe that
13 MR QOCOLLINS Yes. Thank you, Conmissioners. |13 M. Tinberlake violated the Qean Hections Act and
14 And just so you know your independent adviser, 14 Rules in the manner set forth inthe -- in the brief.
15 Craig Mrgan, is here if you have questions that are 15 You know, next we will -- if we were -- if you were to
16 legal that are not nmine to answer because they're not. 16 find so, vwe would return next nonth with a final order
17 The first thing | wanted to say is that | got |17 inposing a penalty reconmendation if we weren't able to
18 an e-mail fromM. Tinberlake this morning or naybe 18 resol ve this short of that.
19 late last night that stated that she has an appointnent | 19 The late filing matter is a serious matter
20 on Thursdays that nmakes her unavailable for nmeetings. 20 and the non-filing matter is a serious matter and we --
21 She also saidin that that she would or had or was 21 wetake it seriously. The naintenance of books and
22 going to put inthe mail a cashier's check for sone 22 records, | nean, these are all things that candidates
23 remaining Aean Hections funds that she adnts that 23 are given notice of, they agree to through their
24 she has. So, | don't expect her to be here. 24 decision to apply for participation under 16-947, and
25 The second thing | want to say is, you know 25 they -- and they -- they agree to that.

Page 27 Page 29
1 these proceedings that we have around the repaynent and | 1 V¢ also -- on the repayment issue, thereis
2 failure to file have obviously taken a considerable 2 one repaynent order, as you know, that we issued that
3 anount of tinme. V¢'re alnost -- we are getting closer 3 was not appeal ed. There was additional penalties
4 tothe end of these for this past year, and it took us 4 provided for failure torepay inthis case. V¢ wll
5 basically -- it took us a year to get this done -- get 5 look at that next month, but we do say that the
6 this far. And | am-- wanted sort of -- | wanted to, 6 paynent -- the failure to repay is itself a violation.
7 you know, thank the Commssion for your patience as 7 And so that is, again, one of the things that we are
8 we -- as staff nenbers have tried to work through these | 8 saying there is probable cause to believe. And then
9 issues. 9 finally, excuse me, the failure to provide records is
10 You know, one of the things that we tried to |10 itself aviolation, right, so --
11 do at the outset of this matter was tried to get 1 So we think that -- in each of those matters
12 something on record early to -- you know, with respect |12 we think the facts are pretty unequivocal, that they' re
13 to repaynent in order to, you know, get our -- get -- 13 -- and that there has -- those are violations.
14 you know, denmonstrate that we were moving and taking it | 14 To the extent we've had conmunication with
15 seriously, and we have done that. Now there was a 15 M. Tinberlake, you know that communication has
16 period of time where we were optimstic we mght get to | 16 typically been around -- and this is in the exhibits --
17 adifferent place, and that's gone on, so we've 17 her inability or -- to conplete sone of these
18 provided | don't know how many different types of 18 processes. And, you know | would sinply say, | nean,
19 notice. 19 to the extent that's an effort at a -- at a defense, |
20 But all that said, it does take a long tine. 20 don't think that that's -- | don't think that that is a
21 And even in an ideal situation where we have -- it 21 -- 1 don't think -- the standard here is excusabl e
22 would take -- you know, a Commission getting to a final |22 neglect, and | don't think that the neglect is
23 penalty order, which would be not this step, but the 23 excusabl e.
24 next step, takes at least three votes of the 24 So, you know, | woul d urge the Conrmission to
25 Commission. So there's no -- there's really noway to |25 vote to find probable cause to believe here, and I'l]

Coash Court Reporting & Video, LLC
staff@coashcrv.com

602-258-1440
www.CoashCourtReportingandVideo.com



The State of Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission

March 26, 2026

Public Meeting 30..33
Page 30 Page 32
1 answer any questions if you have any. 1 (No response.)
2 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: | just want to point out 2 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Hearing none -- nothing, we
3 that thisis -- and this is not a poor reflection on 3 wll nove on.
4 Tom it's on the respondent here -- that it has been in | 4 ItemVIIl, public comment. This is the tinme
5 August of 2024 when we provided Ms. Tinberlake with 5 for consideration of conments and suggestions fromthe
6 $31,000 plus for her canpaign, and since then we've 6 public. Action taken as a result of public conment
7 received no reports, we've been chasing her around the 7 wll belinmted to directing staff to study the matter,
8 state, she's responded only to say she has personal 8 rescheduling the matter for further consideration, or
9 issues and can't be there. W were supposed to take 9 responding to criticism Please linit your coments to
10 this up last nmonth, and she said she couldn't be 10 no nore than two minutes.
11 present, so we delayed it a month just in the interest 11 Does any nenber of the public wish to
12 of fairness. 12 comment ?
13 | mean, nowit's been nore than a year and a 13 (No response.)
14 half that we've been trying to get some resolution to 14 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Anyone on Zoom wi sh to
15 this for providing nore than $31,000 in public noney to | 15 coment?
16 this candidate and not know ng what happened to it. So |16 (No response.)
17 | think we've got to nove ahead and find probabl e cause | 17 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Hearing -- hearing fromno
18 exists that she has violated the Act. 18 one, the public nmay also submit comments by e-nail at
19 Any conments or questions from Members of the | 19 ccec@azcl eanel ections. gov.
20 Conmi ssion? 20 ItemVIIIl, adjournment. At this time, |
21 (No response.) 21 would entertain a notion to adjourn.
22 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Hearing none, do | have a 22 COW SSI ONER WVERTHER: M. Chairman, | nove
23 nmotion regarding probable cause in MJR 25-03? 23 to adjourn.
24 COW SSI ONER VERTHER: M. Chairman, 1'd like | 24 CHAI RMAN KIMBLE: Is there a second?
25 to nove that the Commission finds probable cause to 25 COWM SSI ONER PATON: |l second.
Page 31 Page 33
1 believe that respondent Monica Tinberlake violated the 1 CHAI RMAN KI MBLE: It's been noved and
2 Act and Rules as outlined in the Executive Director's 2 seconded that we adjourn. | will call the roll.
3 brief dated February 11, 2026. 3 Conmi ssi oner Werther.
4 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 4 COW SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye.
5 Commi ssioner Werther. 5 CHAI RMAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
6 I's there a second? 6 COW SSI ONER PATON:  Aye.
7 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  1'11 second. 7 CHAI RMAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Crunp.
8 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 8 COW SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye.
9 Commi ssi oner Pat on. 9 CHAI RVMAN KI MBLE: Chair votes aye.
10 It's been noved and seconded that we find 10 We are adjourned. Thank you.
11 probable cause in MR 25-03. | will call the roll. 11 (The neeting concluded at 10:56 a.m)
12 Cormi ssi oner Veérther. 12
13 COW SSI ONER VERTHER:  Aye. 13
14 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Commi ssi oner Pat on. 14
15 COWM SSI ONER PATON:  Aye. 15
16 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Crunp. 16
17 COW SSI ONER CRUMP:  Aye. 17
18 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE: Chair votes aye. 18
19 The vote is 4-to-nothing. 19
20 Just for the record, Ms. Tinberlake | don't 20
21 believe is here. | don't see her on Zoom | don't see |21
22 any indication that a representative for her is here. 22
23 If either Ms. Tinberlake or her representative is here, |23
24 please identify yourself and we will be happy to hear 24
25 fromyou. 25
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STATE OF ARIZONA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE I T KNOW that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs
were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter
transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
and ability.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way rel ated
to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor aml
in any way interested in the outcome hereof.

DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 30th day of
March, 2026.

(e

<

Kathryn A Bl ackwel der, RPR
Certified Reporter #50666
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