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1 .  PRIMARY ELECTION

An election where voters from 
political parties choose which 
candidates will move on to the 
General Election.

2 . BALLOT

A form used to cast a vote.

3. ELECTION DAY

The date when the election occurs 
and the final day to vote.

4. VOTER TURNOUT

The number or percentage of 
people who actually vote.

5. POLLING LOCATION

The place where people go to vote 
in person, often based on their 
home address or voting precinct.

6. VOTER ROLLS

The official list of registered voters.

7. CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Getting involved in your community 
by voting, volunteering, or speaking 
up about issues.

8. CIVIC POWER

The ability people have to 
participate in government and help 
shape their communities through 
voting and public involvement.

9. DEMOCRACY

A system of government where 
people have the power to choose 
their leaders, make their voices 
heard, and help shape the 
future through voting and civic 
participation.

10. CIVIL DISCOURSE

Respectful conversations about 
important issues, even when people 
disagree.

11 .  LEGISLATION

Laws created by legislators in the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate.

12 . LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

A specific area where voters elect 
legislators to represent them in 
state government.

13 . LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Government that manages cities, 
towns, and counties.

14 . LOCAL ELECTIONS

Elections for community leaders 
like mayors, school board members, 
and city councils.

15 . ELECTED LEADERS

People chosen by voters to make 
decisions and represent their 
community, city, county, and state.

CAPTAIN ACTIVATE AND THE FUTURE VOTERS #3:  
OPERATION ACTIVATE! KEY TERMS AND DEFINITIONS  
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