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Objective & Methodology

The purpose of this study was to identify voter desires of what they want to hear from candidates.

Th is  s t u d y id e n t ifie s  t h e  ke y issu e s  sh a p in g  vo t e r a t t it u d e s  in  Arizo n a  in  Au g u st  20 26 p rio r t o  t h e  
g e n e ra l e le c t io n  in  No ve m b e r 20 26. 

Th e  Cit ize n s Cle a n  Ele c t io n s Co m m issio n  p la n s t o  sh a re  t h is  d a t a  w ith  ca n d id a t e s  a c ro ss  it s  sp e c ific  
re g io n s w ith  t h e  g o a l o f e n h a n c in g  it s  va lu e  t o  t h e  ca n d id a t e s  a n d  in c re a sin g  t h e  re le va n ce  o f t h e  
d e b a t e s  b y b e in g  t o p ica l a n d  b a se d  o n  a ccu ra t e  vo t e r d a t a .

Th e  sa m e  su rve y w a s fie ld e d  in  Ma rch  20 26 p rio r t o  t h e  P rim a ry e le c t io n . Th is  w a ve  sh o w s h o w  
p rio rit ie s  sh ift  a m o n g  vo t e rs  o ve r t h e  co u rse  o f t h e  e le c t io n  cyc le  in  o rd e r t o  p ro vid e  ca n d id a t e s  
fu rt h e r in sig h t s .

Online Survey

Fie ld e d  8 /12/26  - 8 /21/26  

Le n g t h 12 m in u t e s

Re sp o n se s /Sa m p le  s ize N=1,539

Re c ru it m e n t  c rit e ria Arizo n a  re g is t e re d  vo t e rs  s t a t e w id e



Sample Size & Margin of Error

Segment (Party) Sample size (N) Margin of error at 95% confidence

Republican 519 ±4 .3%

De m o cra t 563 ±4 .1%

In d e p e n d e n t /n on p a rt isa n 321 ±5.5%

Oth e r 136 ±8 .4 %

All 1,539 ±2.5%

W ith  Arizo n a ’s  p o p u la t io n  o f 7,151,50 2, a  95% co n fid e n ce  le ve l a n d  5% m a rg in  o f e rro r re q u ire s  a  
m in im u m  sa m p le  s ize  o f 38 5. Th is  m e a n s t h e re  is  a  5% p ro b a b ilit y t h a t  a n  o b se rve d  d iffe re n ce  
h a p p e n e d  b y ch a n ce  a n d  in d ivid u a ls  ca n  b e  95% co n fid e n t  t h a t  a n  o b se rve d  d iffe re n ce  is  
re p re se n t a t ive  o f t h e  la rg e r p o p u la t io n . Fo r t h e  p u rp o se s  o f t h is  s t u d y, se g m e n t  s ize s  38 5 a n d  a b o ve  
(≤5% MOE) a re  co n sid e re d  s t a b le /s ig n ifica n t  a n d  t h o se  sm a lle r t h a n  38 5 (>5% MOE) sh o u ld  b e  
co n sid e re d  d ire c t io n a l o n ly.



Segment (Region) Sample size (N) Margin of error at 95% confidence

North Phoenix & Scottsdale 166 ±7.6%

Ce n t ra l P h o e n ix 157 ±7.8 %

So u t h  P h o e n ix & Te m p e 68 ±11.9%

Ea st  Va lle y 284 ±5.8 %

W e st  Va lle y 293 ±5.7%

Tu cso n 297 ±5.7%

Ru ra l Arizo n a  223 ±6.6%

All 1,539 ±2.5%

Sample Size & Margin of Error

Fo r t h e  p u rp o se s  o f t h is  s t u d y, se g m e n t  s ize s  38 5 a n d  a b o ve  (≤5% MOE) a re  co n sid e re d  s t a b le /s ig n ifica n t  a n d  t h o se  
sm a lle r t h a n  38 5 (>5% MOE) sh o u ld  b e  co n sid e re d  d ire c t io n a l o n ly.



Topline



Topline

1 Cost of living is the dominant voter concern.
Inflation/rising prices has risen to the #1 issue of importance. Affordable housing continues to be a 
key issue; respondents said rent and home prices have become increasingly unaffordable, with 
many commenting that low- and middle-income Arizonans and younger adults can no longer 
afford to live independently.

2 Voters feel pessimistic about the economy. 
A plurality across party lines say their personal economic situation, the state economy and the 
national economy are getting worse. 

3 Water and conservation have grown increasingly important to voters.
Across party lines, a majority of voters rate Whether the candidate will advocate for legislation to 
protect land, air and water and Whether the candidate has a plan to avoid water shortages 
“Extremely Important” and the percentages have increased across party lines since spring ‘26.

4 Voters are skeptical of Arizona's data center boom and favor tighter controls.
Only 28% say recent data center growth has been good for Arizona, versus 46% saying it has been 
bad. The percentage believing it has been “very bad” has more than doubled since spring ‘26. 



Topline

5 Opposition to the Iran war has intensified.

6 Regionally, disaffection is most acute among Tucson residents.
Three quarters believe the national financial situation is getting worse, while six in ten say their 
personal financial situation is getting worse.

7 Independents are aware they can participate in primaries but that doesn’t translate 
into widespread participation.
Eighty-eight percent of Independents know they can choose a Republican or Democratic primary 
ballot, yet only 48% say they voted in the July primary (compared to 75% of non-Independents).

8 Hispanic voter projected turnout is somewhat subdued.
Fifty-nine percent of Hispanic respondents said they’re “very likely” to vote in the midterm, 
compared with seventy-six percent of non-Hispanics.



Key Findings



All Rep Dem Indep Other

18-34 24% 17% 26% 23% 43%

35-44 20% 17% 20% 21% 7%

45-54 16% 17% 16% 17% 13%

55-64 17% 21% 16% 18% 10%

65 or older 22% 27% 22% 21% 7%

With which political party are you currently registered?

All Rep Dem Indep Other

White 76% 86% 71% 76% 61%

Hispanic 21% 15% 25% 21% 32%

Black/
African 
American

10% 4% 13% 11% 12%

American 
Indian/Ala
ska Native

4% 2% 4% 5% 7%

Mixed 
Race 4% 3% 3% 3% 10%

Asian 2% 2% 2% 2% 3%

Hawaiian 
Pacific 
Islander

0% 0% 0% 1% 1%

Other 4% 3% 6% 3% 7%

Ethnicity & Race
Household Income

Q: Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? Y/N

Q: Which of the following best describes your race?

35%

4 5%
4 4 %

50 %

4 4 %

37%
4 1%

4 3%

21%

17%
15%

7%

(All: 4 2%) (All: 4 1%) (All: 17%)

Education

24 %
23%

27%

38 %
4 0 %

37%37%
4 1%

24 %
27%

23%

15%
12%

13%
12%

6%

(All: 25%)

(All: 39%)

(All: 24 %) (All: 12%)

Demographics & Affiliation



11

Voter Sentiment

Q: Do you b e lie ve  t ha t  Arizona  is  on t he  right  t rac k or he ad ing in t he  wrong d ire c t ion?



Q: Economy - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in an Arizona  
St a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.

12

Arizona Issues: Economy
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Arizona Issues: Voting

Q: Voting & Election Issues - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in 
an Arizona  s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly. 
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Arizona Issues: Education

Q: Education - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in an Arizona  
s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Arizona Issues: Environment & Climate

Q: Environment & Climate - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in 
an Arizona  s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly. 
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Arizona Issues: Government & Housing

Q: Government & Housing - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in 
an Arizona  s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Arizona Issues: Healthcare

Q: Healthcare - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in an Arizona  
s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Arizona Issues: Immigration

Q: Immigration - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in an Arizona  
s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Arizona Issues: Guns & Public Safety

Q: Guns & Public Safety - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in an 
Arizona  s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Arizona Issues: Infrastructure

Q: Infrastructure & Energy - Whic h of t he  following are  im p ort ant  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion on whe n vot ing in 
an Arizona  s t a t e  offic e  e le c t ion? Se le c t  a ll t ha t  ap p ly.
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Issues

Primary

Ge n e ra l



Most Important Issue
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Q: Fina lly, whic h is  t he  m os t  im p ort ant  is sue  for you t o  know a  c and id a t e ’s  p os it ion whe n you are  d e c id ing how you will 
vot e ?
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Q: (1) With re gard s  t o t he  na t ional 
e c onom y, would  you say t he  
e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  ge t t ing 
b e t t e r, worse , or s t aying t he  sam e ?   

Q: (2) With re gard s  t o t he  s t a t e  
e c onom y, would  you say t he  
e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  ge t t ing 
b e t t e r, worse , or s t aying t he  sam e ?   

Q: (3) With re gard s  t o your loc a l 
c om m unit y e c onom y, would  you say 
t he  e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  
ge t t ing b e t t e r, worse , or s t aying t he  
sam e ?   

Q: (4 ) With re gard s  t o your own 
financ ia l s it ua t ion, would  you say t he  
e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  ge t t ing 
b e t t e r, worse , or s t aying t he  sam e ?   

Economic 
Level

All Republican Democrat Independent Other

Getting 
Better

Staying 
Same

Getting 
Worse

Getting 
Better

Staying 
Same

Getting 
Worse

Getting 
Better

Staying 
Same

Getting 
Worse

Getting 
Better

Staying 
Same

Getting 
Worse

Getting 
Better

Staying 
Same

Getting 
Worse

National 
Economy (1) 18% (- 2) 19% (+1) 63% (+1) 33% (- 4) 26% (+4) 41% (+1) 9% (+2) 12% (+3) 79% (- 4) 13% (- 2) 20% (- 3) 67% (+4) 11% (+1) 18% (- 6) 71% (+5)

State 
Economy (2) 16% (0) 29% (+1) 55% (- 2) 24% (0) 32% (+5) 45% (- 4) 12% (+2) 27% (+2) 61% (- 4) 15% (+3) 30% ( - 1) 56% (- 2) 10% (0) 22% (- 14) 68% (+14)

Local 
Community 
Economy (3) 16% (- 2) 35% (+4) 49% (- 2) 22% (- 3) 40% (+6) 38% (- 3) 12% (+1) 33% (+5) 55% (- 6) 13% (- 3) 36% (+4) 51% (- 1) 13% (0) 28% (- 2) 59% (+3)

Personal 
Financial 
Situation (4) 17% (- 2) 32% (- 2) 51% (+4) 25% (0) 35% (- 3) 39% (+2) 12% (0) 38% (- 3) 60% (+4) 15% (- 5) 36% (+3) 49% (+1) 11% (- 6) 26% (- 3) 62% (+8)

Voter Sentiment - Economy



Economy
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Q: One  m ont h from  now, d o you e xp e c t  groc e ry p ric e s  in Arizona  t o  b e  highe r, lowe r, or ab out  t he  sam e ?



Immigration
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Q: Whic h of t he  following are  you m ore  like ly t o  agre e  wit h, e ve n if ne it he r is  e xac t ly right ?



Q: PRIMARY: Thinking ab out  t he  re c e nt  jo int  U.S. and  Is rae li m ilit a ry a t t ac k on Iran, how would  you d e sc rib e  your re ac t ion t o  
t his  ac t ion?

GENERAL:Do you b e lie ve  t he  Unit e d  St a t e s  should  b e  involve d  in it s  c urre nt  war wit h Iran? How m uc h d o you sup p ort  or 
op p ose  t his  war?

Foreign Policy
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All Republican Democrat Independent Other

Strongly 
oppose 39% (+7) 12% (+4) 61% (+4) 42% (+7) 38% (+2)

Somewhat 
oppose 15% (+2) 13% (+3) 15% (0) 18% (+4) 18% (+8)

Neither 
support nor 
oppose

17% (- 2) 20% (- 3) 12% (- 4) 18% (- 4) 23% (- 10)

Somewhat 
support 15% (0) 26% (- 1) 7% (0) 13% (0) 13% (+1)

Strongly 
support 14% (- 7) 30% (- 10) 5% (0) 8% (- 7) 8% (- 2)



Data Centers
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[NEW] Q:Ove ra ll, d o you t hink t he  re c e nt  growt h of d a t a  c e nt e rs  in Arizona  has  b e e n good  or b ad  for t he  s t a t e ?

All: 10% (-5) All: 18% (-8) All: 25% (-6) All: 21% (+4) All: 25% (+14)

6%6%
7%

19%

24%

15%15%

21%

23% 23%

28%

30%

19%

25%

21%

16%

31%
30%

16%

26%



Propositions



Proposition 141
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 14 1, whic h would  am e nd  t he  Arizona  Cons t it ut ion t o  s t op  s t a t e  and  loc a l gove rnm e nt s  from  
c harging a  t ax or fe e  b ase d  on how m any m ile s  a  ve hic le  t rave ls . It  would  a lso  re s t ric t  gove rnm e nt  m onit oring or lim it s  
on ve hic le  m ile age  wit hout  t he  owne r’s  c onse nt , wit h e xc e p t ions  for c e rt a in c om m e rc ia l and  gove rnm e nt  ve hic le s .



Proposition 142
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 14 2, whic h would  ad d  m ore  sp e c ific  rule s  t o  t he  Arizona  Cons t it ut ion’s  c urre nt  b an on 
gove rnm e nt  d isc rim ina t ion or p re fe re nt ia l t re a t m e nt  b ase d  on rac e  or e t hnic it y. It  would  re s t ric t  c e rt a in d ive rs it y 
s t a t e m e nt s , p ub lic ly fund e d  e d uc a t ion p os it ions , and  d isc ip linary p rac t ic e s  t ha t  t re a t  p e op le  d iffe re nt ly b ase d  on rac e  
or e t hnic it y. Som e  e xc e p t ions  would  re m ain.



Proposition 144
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 14 4 , whic h would  ad d  t he  following e le c t ion rule s  t o  t he  Arizona  Cons t it ut ion: It  would  say 
t ha t  only U.S. c it ize ns  m ay re gis t e r and  vot e  in Arizona  e le c t ions . It  would  re q uire  e ve ry vot e r t o  show va lid  gove rnm e nt  
ID b e fore  vot ing, inc lud ing p e op le  who vot e  b y m ail or e arly, as  la t e r laws  e xp la in. It  would  b an fore ign na t iona ls  from  
giving m one y or anyt hing of va lue  t o  influe nc e  an Arizona  e le c t ion. On Ele c t ion Day, vot e rs  would  have  t he  c hoic e  t o  
have  t he ir b a llot  c ount e d  a t  t he ir vot ing p lac e . The  ne w rule s  would  s t a rt  wit h e le c t ions  he ld  on or a ft e r J anuary 1, 20 28 .



Proposition 316
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 316 , whic h would  lim it  c it y and  loc a l t axe s  on groc e rie s . A loc a l gove rnm e nt  would  ne e d  
vot e r ap p roval b e fore  s t a rt ing or ra is ing a  groc e ry t ax. In m os t  c ase s , t he  t ax c ould  not  go ab ove  2%. A p lac e  t ha t  
a lre ad y has  a  groc e ry t ax ab ove  2% c ould  ke e p  it , b ut  c ould  not  ra ise  it . The  m e asure  would  not  c ove r re s t aurant  m e als  
or hot  food  m e ant  t o  b e  e a t e n right  away.



Proposition 317
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion Prop os it ion 317, whic h would  lab e l d rug c art e ls  as  t e rroris t  organiza t ions  und e r Arizona  law. 
It  would  a lso  t e ll t he  Arizona  De p art m e nt  of Hom e land  Se c urit y t o  use  it s  c urre nt  le ga l p owe rs  t o  re sp ond  t o  t hre a t s  
from  d rug c art e ls . The  m e asure  would  not  give  Arizona  ne w fe d e ra l p owe rs .



Proposition 318
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 318 , whic h would  se t  sc hool rule s  b ase d  on a  p e rson’s  se x lis t e d  on t he  p e rson’s  origina l 
b irt h Ce rt ific a t e . Sc hool sp ort s  t e am s  would  b e  lis t e d  as  m ale , fe m ale , or c oe d . A p e rson lis t e d  as  m ale  und e r t he  
m e asure  c ould  not  p lay on a  fe m ale  t e am . Re s t room s , loc ke r room s , showe rs , and  ot he r p riva t e  sp ac e s  t ie d  t o  sp ort s  
would  a lso b e  use d  b ase d  on t ha t  d e finit ion. More  p e op le  c ould  sue  a  sc hool or group  ove r a  c la im e d  viola t ion.



Proposition 319
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 319 , whic h would  m os t ly s t op  t he  s t a t e  and  loc a l gove rnm e nt s  from  s t a rt ing ne w p hot o 
t ra ffic  c am e ra  p rogram s . Phot o c am e ras  m ay b e  use d  t o  c a t c h sp e e d ing or d rive rs  who run re d  light s . A c it y or t own 
wit h an old e r sys t e m  c ould  ke e p  it  for a  short  t im e . Loc a l vot e rs  would  have  t o  ap p rove  t he  sys t e m  a t  t he  ne xt  ge ne ra l 
e le c t ion. If vot e rs  say no, t he  c am e ras  would  have  t o  s t op  wit hin 9 0  d ays . If vot e rs  say ye s , t he  sys t e m  c ould  c ont inue  
for 10  ye ars  b e fore  anot he r vot e .



Proposition 320
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Q: Do you sup p ort  Prop os it ion 320 , whic h would  ap p ly t o  c e rt a in la rge  sc hool d is t ric t s . The se  d is t ric t s  would  have  t o  sp e nd  
a t  le as t  6 0 % of t he ir op e ra t ing m one y on d ire c t  t e ac hing c os t s . The  Arizona  Aud it or Ge ne ra l would  d e c id e  whic h c os t s  
c ount  as  d ire c t  t e ac hing. Dis t ric t s  b e low 6 0 % would  have  t o  ra ise  t he ir share  e ac h ye ar. A d is t ric t  t ha t  d oe s  not  follow 
t he  rule  c ould  lose  som e  c lass room  fund ing. Mone y t ake n from  d is t ric t s  t ha t  d o not  m e e t  t he  rule  c ould  go t o  d is t ric t s  
t ha t  d o.



Regional Analysis
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N. Phoe nix & Sc ot t sd a le S. Phoe nix & Te m p e Eas t  Va lle y

Rura l ArizonaPim a/Tuc sonWe s t  Va lle y

* Ne w for 20 26  - Ce nt ra l Phoe nix

38

Regional Analysis
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N. Phx & Sc ot t sd a le
n=16 6

Ce nt ra l Phx
n=157 

S. Phx & Te m p e
n=6 8 

Eas t  Va lle y
n=284  

We s t  Va lle y
n=29 3

Tuc son
n=29 7

Rura l Arizona
n=223

Infla t ion /  ris ing p ric e s  16% (+1) 10% (+5) 9% (- 2) 16% (- 3) 13% (+6) 15% (+6) 17% (+8)

Affordable housing 10% (+3) 14% (+4) 18% (+9) 10% (0) 10% (+2) 11% (- 1) 6% (+1)

Government fraud, corruption, etc. 8% (- 1) 8% (- 2) 4% (- 4) 8% (+1) 8% (0) 9% (+1) 9% (+1)

Security issues - mail- in voting, voter I.D., paper 
ballots, etc. 6% (- 5) 8% (+3) 4% (- 8) 6% (- 2) 6% (- 1) 4% (+3) 6% (+4)

Border security 5% (+2) 3% (+1) 6% (+3) 4% (- 1) 6% (+2) 3% (- 1) 5% (- 1)

Whether the candidate has a plan to avoid water 
shortages 5% (0) 3% (0) 3% (+1) 5% (- 1) 5% (+1) 5% (0) 3% (+1)

Whether the candidate will advocate for legislation 
to protect land, air, and water 5% (0) 4% (+1) 4% (+3) 3% (+2) 4% (+1) 3% (- 1) 4% (- 2)

Enforcement - ICE 3% (+1) 1% (- 1) 7% (+4) 4% (+1) 5% (+2) 3% (0) 4% (+2)

Teacher pay 4% (- 2) 7% (+4) 1% (- 4) 4% (+2) 3% (0) 2% (- 2) 2% (- 2)

Laws making it easier for people to vote 1% (- 3) 6% (- 3) 3% (- 5) 2% (- 2) 2% (- 4) 4% (0) 4% (0)

Expanding healthcare access to low - income 
Arizonans 4% (+2) 3% (+2) 1% (+1) 5% (+2) 4% (+1) 3% (0) 4% (0)

Government spending, inefficiencies or waste 5% (+2) 2% (- 1) >1% (- 3) 2% (- 2) 4% (- 2) 4% (0) 4% (+1)

Taxes 2% (+1) 2% (+1) 6% (+3) 2% (+1) 3% (+1) 1% (0) 2% (+1)

Top Issue | Regional Analysis

39

Q: Finally, which is the most important issue for you to know a candidate’s position when you are deciding how you will 
vote?



40Economy | Regional Analysis
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Q: In e ac h of t he  following are as , would  you say t he  e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  ge t t ing b e t t e r, ge t t ing worse , 
or s t aying t he  sam e ?



41Economy | Regional Analysis
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Q: In e ac h of t he  following are as , would  you say t he  e c onom ic / financ ia l s it ua t ion is  ge t t ing b e t t e r, ge t t ing worse , 
or s t aying t he  sam e ?



Thank you
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