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1 PUBLI C MEETI NG BEFORE THE Cl TI ZENS CLEAN 1 OOW SS| ONER WERTHER M. Chai rnan, | nove
2 ELECTI ONS COW SSI ON convened at 10:00 a.m on . .
3 Septenber 24, 2026, at the State of Arizona, Cean 2 to approve the meeting ninutes for August 27th,
4 Elections Conmission, 1110 Wst Washington, Conference 3 Septenber 2nd, Septenber 10th, and Septenber 16th.
5 Room Phoenix, Ari , inth f th .
5 fo|0|mowi ngeg'o;d NL;‘;Z?S 1N the presence o ¢ 4 COM SSIONER TITLA | second the notion.
7 ) ) 5 CHA RVAN KI MBLE Thank you,
M. Mark Kinble, Chairman A . .
3 M. Galen Paton 6 Conmissioners Wrther and -- for making the notion and
Ms. Christina Verther 7 for -- Conmissioner Titla for seconding it. | will
9 M. Sam Crunp
M. Steve Titla 8 call the roll.
12 9 Conmi ssi oner Vert her.
OTHERS PRESENT: 10 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye.
12 _ _ ! 11 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on.
Thomas M Col lins, Executive Director
13 Paul a Thomas, Executive Officer 12 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
M ke Becker, Policy Director 13 CHA RVAN KI MBLE.  Conmi ssi oner  Crunp
14 G na Roberts, Voter Education Director '
Avery Xola, Voter Education Manager 14 COW SSI ONER GRUVP: - Aye.
15 Al ec Shaffer, Wb Content Manager 15 OHAl RVAN KI MBLE. Conmissi oner Titla
Craig Mrgan, Taft Law )
16 Bill Richards, Richards & Nboskowitz 16 COW SSI ONR TITLA Aye.
Samant ha Fox, Richards & Moskowitz 3 :
17 Cathy Herring, KCA 17 . CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Chai r.votes aye. The
Kory Langhofer, Statecraft 18 neetings for -- excuse nme. The mnutes for the
18 Ni ck Myers, Menber of the Public :
Kevin Thompson, Merber of the Public 19 neetings on August 27th, Septenber 2nd, Septenber 10th,
19 Al ai na Menciger, Arizona Republic 20 and Septenber 16th have been approved 5-to-zero.
Baron d assgow, Menber of the Public ; ; ; ;
20 Jon Ral son. Nerber of the Public 21 !tem!ll, di scussi on and possi bl e action on
Merissa Cal dwel |, Member of the Public 22 the Executive Director's Report.
5; Tom Ryan, Nember of the Public 23 Tom are there highlights you want to talk
23 24 about fromthe Executive Drector's Report?
2‘5‘ 25 MR QOOLLINS: M. Chairnan, Commissioners,
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDI NG 1 vyes, there are. | wanted to note, | nean,
2 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Good morning.  1'm 2 Chairman Kinble wote a, | thought, a very el oquent
3 Mrk Kinble and | call this neeting of the Atizens 3 nenorial for Senator Kyl that we were able to post
4 (Qean Hections Commission to order. It's 10:00 a.m 4 on-- put out to the public and we included in the
5 on Septenber 24th, 2026. Today's meeting is being held | 5 report so everybody got a chance to see it. So thank
6 in person and also virtually. 6 you, Chairman Kinble, for doing that.
7 Wth that, we will take attendance. 7 @ -- as far as our work, election work, the
8 Conmissioners, please identify yourselves for the 8 \oter Education Quide has gone out inthe mail. O 208
9 record. 9 candidates that were eligible for inclusion, we've had
10 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Gal en Pat on. 10 198 submt profiles. And our website i s now updated
11 OOWM SSI ONER VERTHER  Chri stina Veérther. 11 with candidate and ballot neasure infornmation for all
12 COM SSIONER TITLA Seve Titla. 12 15 counties. You know | think the continued usage of
13 QOW SSI ONER CRUMP: Sam O unp. 13 the Voter Education Quide by both candidates and the
14 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: V¢ have all five 14 public is aninportant thing to -- to note.
15 Commissioners present here. 15 For those of you who don't know the voter
16 Iteml1, discussion and possible action on 16 registration deadline is Qctober 5th.
17 2026 neeting mnutes for August 27th, Septenber 2nd, 17 And then we discussed in our last Executive
18 Septenber 10th, and Septenber 16th. 18 Drector's Report the Postal Service rule wth respect
19 Cormi ssi oners, you have the mnutes fromour |19 to mail ballots, and at least at this point that wll
20 August 27th, Septenber 2nd, Septenber 10th, and 20 not gointo effect for the 2026 el ection.
21 Septenber 16th meetings in your packet. |s there any 21 V¢ -- we have -- we're, what -- | woul d say,
22 discussion? 22 what, three quarters of the way through our debate
23 (No response. ) 23 schedule for the general election at this point. V¢
24 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  If not, do | have a motion |24 had our Attorney General and Treasurer debates |ast
25 to approve the minutes? 25 night. Ve wll have additional Secretary of State,
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1 Congressional District 1, Congressional District 4, and | 1 at different careers, whether those be post-secondary
2 sone other televised debates comng up, as well as 2 education, whether those be | aw enforcenent, whet her
3 legislative debates. So, you know | think that 3 those be, you know, any nunber of things. And it
4 that's -- 4 really -- it'sa--it's agreat event to help kick off
5 | got an e-mail -- | got a nessage last night | 5 those kids' career and we're glad to be a part of that.
6 from-- froma political professional, | guess is the 6 | think that that pretty much concl udes ny
7 word, with one of the candidates who, you know said 7 report.
8 that -- just needed -- wanted to nake sure that | knew 8 | didwant to highlight, there are two
9 so you can know, how good they thought their experience | 9 matters that, pursuant to -- one pursuant to
10 was -- their candidate's experience was in dealing with | 10 R2-20-811(F) and one pursuant to R2-20-205, that |
11 our teamand -- and, you know, having everything, you 11 closed, and those are available for your review And
12 know, ready to go and -- and so that's always nice to 12 so | wanted to just nake sure that you knew those were
13 hear. And we consistently hear that, | think, from 13 there.
14 nost, but obviously not all, of our customers here at 14 And that, | think, concludes ny report,
15 Qean Hections. 15 unless anybody thinks | mssed anything.
16 The -- we've done a ton of voter outreach 16 CHAI RVAN KIMBLE: Ay questions or comrents
17 this nonth. | wanted to note, | want to spend a little |17 fromMenbers of the Cormi ssion?
18 nore tine on the report than | usual |y woul d because of | 18 (No response. )
19 that. 19 CHA RVAN K MBLE. Tom nent i oned that there
20 But Avery coordinated having us on all three |20 were two itens closing conplaints in his report. Is
21 university canpuses on National Voter Registration Day |21 there anyone who w shes to make public coment on these
22 for the first time. So | was in Tucson, we had our -- |22 two closed conplaints? If you re on Zoom coul d you
23 we had our -- our interns stationed in Flagstaff at 23 either use your raise hand feature or wave at ne or
24 NAU and then we had Avery and Gna at ASU So that 24 something so | know you wish to make a conment on this.
25 was pretty cool . 25 (No response. )
Page 7 Page 9
1 And then Avery also participatedina--ina | 1 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Seeing no one, we will nove
2 simlar event at South Muntain Community Col | ege 2 on.
3 and -- and also did outreach to Kids Voting to talk 3 Item|V, review consideration, discussion,
4 with them 4 analysis, and possible action on MR 26-07 and MR
5 And then Conmissioner Vérther visited 5 26-10.
6 Palonmnas Henentary for Constitution VWeek and 6 Item|Vis review consideration, discussion,
7 delivered Captain Activate copies to -- to them You 7 analysis, possible action on MR 26-07 and MR 20 --
8 can see a photo of that that we -- | think we stole 8 26-10, conplaints regarding participating candidates
9 from-- yeah, but -- but that -- so that was really 9 Nck Mers and Kevin Thonpson. Conmi ssioners, you have
10 good. 10 the relevant materials in your packets.
1 And | was up in the Four Corners area in 1 Is either -- | think both respondents are
12 Wndow Rock for a broadcast with KINNwith all -- all 12 here. And does any -- either one of the respondents
13 three of the counties that serve the Nation and the 13 wish to say anything at this tinme?
14 Secretary of State's (ffice and the Navajo Nation 14 MR MERS. Yes, sir. | just wanted to say
15 Department of Justice. So, you know we really, | 15 thank you for having us and thank you for considering
16 think, were out and about. 16 this. Sorry | can't be there in person, but we do have
17 And on the civics front, Gna presented our 17 our counsel there in the room
18 civics curriculumto the Arizona Mddl e G ades Summit 18 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Ckay. |'msorry, sir.
19 at ASU and Avery and Gna and | were all there. 19 Qould you state your nanme for the record?
20 And then Avery has spent the last, what, two, |20 MR MERS. Yeah, this is Nck Mers.
21 three days at the Tolleson's Commitnent Day ceremonies. |21 CHA RVAN KKMBLE.  Ckay. M. Mers, thank
22 And thisis a great event we participated in last year |22 you.
23 where Tol leson Wnified Hgh School District, you know 23 And | think we have M. Thonpson. Is there
24 brings together students fromtheir school district 24 anything you wanted to say?
25 to-- inkind of a comtnent day. So they're looking |25 MR THOWSON  Yes. Thank you, Chair. Thank
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1 you, Conmissioners. | just really want to say | 1 here are-- | don't anticipate being difficult to
2 appreciate the opportunity to be before the Cormission 2 obtain and -- and conclude this matter.
3 this norning. | think you have been busy |ately. 3 So unless you real |y have any questions, |
4 And as a O ean Hections candidate, | take 4 really -- | really -- | think this is a straightforward
5 the responsibilities and the rules of -- as a 5 issue under the rule. | think the ruleis valid. And
6 participating candi date seriously, and | know M. Mers | 6 | think that, as far as resolving this, past that |
7 does as well. And we look forward to a productive 7 don't think that there's a lot of facts out there for
8 conversation this morning and -- and hel ping the 8 us to confirm
9 Commission and public better understand our position. 9 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, Tom
10 Thank you. 10 Any questions fromMnbers of the Commi ssion
1 CHA RVAN KEMBLE Thank you, M. Thonpson. 11 of Ton?
12 M. Langhofer, before | call onyou, 1'd like |12 (No response. )
13 to ask the Executive Drector to make an opening 13 CHA RVAN KIMBLE  Ckay. M. Langhofer, do
14 statenent. 14 you wish to nake sone comments?
15 MR QOQALINS And M. Chairnan, thank you, 15 MR LANGHCFER  Yes, sir. Thank you,
16 Comissioners. And | -- | don't want to, | nean, 16 M. Chairman and Menbers of the Conmission.
17 bel abor the -- ny recomendations. The -- | did 17 There we go. Hopefully that's better.
18 obviously want to note that M. Langhofer is here, as 18 Good norning and thank you for giving ne a
19 are the two candi dates. 19 chance to speak on behal f of our clients. | just want
20 So the main thing | wanted to do was sort of |20 to make three points. | don't have a whole lot to say.
21 start by sort of narrowing this down. V¢ had two 21 The first is, I'Il observe that | think the
22 conplaints that -- that had sort of an overletting -- 22 scope of what we're talking about is pretty small. As
23 overlapping set of facts. 23 far as violations go, it's not so large.
24 Wth respect to the mgjority of MR 26-07, 24 Factual |y what happened was, there were sone
25 you know, our viewis that there's no reason to believe |25 signs left over fromthe last Corporation Conm ssion
Page 11 Page 13
1 that aviolation occurred with respect to the joint 1 election cycle with these candi dates from2022. And
2 expenditure provision of that conplaint and that 2 the -- sone of the signs, not all of them fromthe
3 this -- and that there's not an unreported unreinbursed | 3 last cycle were collected and stored in, | think,
4 canpaign service there either. Sowe -- we think that. | 4 soneone's garage. Sone of themhad the rebar; sone of
5 And then there's a kind of a very -- a 5 themdidn't. They're, you know danmaged and weat hered,
6 small -- it ends up with a small overage on one refund 6 so, you know, just sort of suboptinal set of materials
7 that hasn't been done yet possibly, which we'll -- we 7 there. And they reused some of them about 50, we
8 wll work out through our audit process, so -- 8 think. Not a huge nunber. And again, they didn't
9 So that |eaves us -- left us with the one 9 reuse all of thembecause some of the rebar was
10 overlapping set of the conplaint between 26-07 and 10 missing.
11 26-10. And I'Il -- excuse me -- note that it |ooks 1 Soif we're talking about a 20 percent cost
12 like the conplainant in 26-10, Merissa Caldwell, is 12 of 50 signs, we're dealing with a high water mark of
13 here too. 13 the cost of 10 signs or so, full cost, after the
14 And there -- you know, | think that we are -- | 14 20 percent discount. So this is not a huge nunber that
15 | think that the report hopeful Iy speaks for itself. 15 we're dealing with, but -- and we've got sone argunents
16 You know, we have a rule. It mght be that the purpose | 16 about how that val uation should be played out. But the
17 of that rule is totry to address, you know the 17 first point is just, it's not an enormous probl emhere.
18 in-kind end of -- of prior existing fundraising. And 18 That said, it's an issue, and we want to take
19 we have a way of addressing that on the cash end. This |19 care of it. M -- ny clients really appreciate what
20 rule, | think, tries to address that on the in-kind 20 the Commission has done for, you know financing their
21 end. 21 canpaigns historically, but it's also enabling this
22 And so | think on the reason to believe 22 sort of statew de conversation about the Corporation
23 matter, | think it's pretty clear. And then, you 23 Commission races that really wouldn't be possible
24 know-- and "Il just say | think that -- | think that |24 without -- without the Corporation's help -- excuse
25 the facts here beyond reason -- beyond determination 25 ne -- the Conmission's help.
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1 So the second point is that we have sone 1 know |'ve been doing this for a while nyself, and |
2 legal argunents that we'll develop with Saff about how | 2 didn't know about the regulation. | didn't advise on
3 the regulation should interface with the statutes. So, 3 this whole situation before the conplaints came in, but
4 for exanple, the -- the new canpai gn can't nake 4 when -- when they cane in | was surprised to read the
5 contributions to the old canpaign. |f you're to buy 5 regul ation nyself.
6 nerchandise froma canpai gn, that should be treated -- 6 | think it's kind of esoteric, the
7 the gross cost, not the net profit -- the gross cost 7 regulation. | don't nean that as a criticismat all.
8 should be treated as a contribution. You're not 8 It's just, you know there are nore fanous and | ess
9 allowed to make contributions. You've got to -- you 9 fanous regulations, and this is one of the less fanmous
10 know that's a legal issue we need to think through. 10 ones.
1 But | don't need to take your tine with that |11 And ny own inpression, just frompracticing
12 because ny third point, and maybe the nost inportant 12 inthe area, is this happens quite a bit. | always
13 thingis, we want to conciliate. Likeit's not a hig 13 take note when | pass signs and it says, elect
14 issue. The cost for us to litigate this or, you know 14 so-and-so versus reelect, or reelect Senator X You
15 just spend tine in neetings and briefings and so on and | 15 know you know that -- | always take note of it because
16 your cost dealing withit is -- is probably greater 16 | know that the candidates |ike to reuse these signs.
17 than the size of the problem 17 | knowit --
18 So we understand you will probably followthe |18 OOMM SSI ONER PATON  Sure.
19 recomendation of the Executive Drector and find 19 MR LANGHCFER  -- happens quite a hit. And
20 reason to believe. V@'d like to have a conversation 20 ny inpressionis that it's usually just not documented.
21 with Saff afterwards about howto sort of put this 21 It just kind of happens in a breach without no -- we're
22 behind us efficiently for a price that's fair to 22 kind of inanore contentious point in Aerican
23 everyone and kind of reflects the gravity of what's -- |23 politics generally, | think, and so conplaints are nore
24 what's happened here. 24 likely.
25 Wth that, again, thank you for your tine. 25 | think nowthat this has cone to the
Page 15 Page 17
1 1"mhappy to answer any questions that you' d have. 1 attention of the Conmission and nyself and ny clients,
2 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you. Do we have any 2 it will probably kind of be better known going forward,
3 questions for M. Langhofer fromMenbers of the 3 even without any change in the training materials, but
4 Commi ssi on? 4 | can't tell youit wasn't in the materials they were
5 QOMM SSI ONER PATON | have a question or -- 5 provided otherw se.
6 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Gonmi ssi oner Pat on. 6 OOMM SSI ONER PATON And Tom can you addr ess
7 OCOWM SSI ONER PATON -~ comment . 7 ny question?
8 This -- so these are stored in like 8 MR QOQLINS. Yeah. Training covers what to
9 volunteers' garages. And |'massumng you have quite a | 9 do wth prior canpaign assets. And, | mean, none of us
10 fewvolunteers. And was -- | guess as far as |ike 10 inthe roomwote this rule, sol -- but -- but the --
11 our -- our training and everything, do they not -- do 11 and so | think that the -- and like | said, what the
12 they go over that about the previous signs and all that |12 ruleis trying to get at is --
13 kind of stuff? | nean, were your clients anare of that |13 You know, we have a rule under -- we have a
14 or maybe they just didn't let the volunteers knowor -- |14 rule that talks about, okay, | have a prior canpaign,
15 I"mjust curious about that to see if naybe 15 right. It's got -- let's say | got a canpaign
16 we need to train better, since we're getting a lot of 16 conmittee with $30,000 that | raised in the past,
17 issues before us that we haven't gotten before. | 17 right, for ny run for legislature. And then ' mgoing
18 nean, |'ve been doing this for |ike seven years, and 18 to run for Treasurer and | want to run clean for
19 we're having a lot of stuff cropup. So | just want to |19 Treasurer, which you should, people. You shoul d.
20 know is there something that -- that we can approach 20 And then -- and so | can look at that set of
21 naybe in our training so that we can slowthe tide of 21 dollars, and some of that noney can come over, provided
22 all of this down? 22 that nmoney fits within the buckets that would be
23 MR LANGHCFER | don't know whether it's in |23 available to you as a clean candidate. In other words,
24 the training materials, but | -- ['mconfident that ny |24 if you have -- if you -- to have enough cash on hand in
25 clients didn't know about the regulation. In fact, you |25 that account to be able to account for the PAC
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1 donations that you mght have gotten, right, and have 1 about what they're doing.
2 individual donations, and you can only take as mich 2 And so if something got mssed, it got
3 nmoney out of that account into dean Hections as you 3 mssed. | think that's -- | think that's -- | think
4 would be able to. So, for exanple, if in your 4 that's sonething that, you know, we can always sort of
5 legislative canpaign you raised alnost all your noney 5 -- | think the way that Mke -- and |'mgoing to speak
6 fromPAGs, you mght not be able to make that transfer. | 6 for Mke, unless you want to -- but the way we do this,
7 So why does the Commission do that? It does 7 after we have -- every year we cone into the next
8 that because the -- the system 16-947, says, you know 8 training and we try to, you know, point out -- make
9 you're going to have abided by these limts so far and 9 points of enphasis that this happened | ast year, so be
10 then you're going to have to abide by themgoing 10 aware that this could be an issue. And that's
11 forward, so that -- so on the noney stuff, that's sort |11 typically how we've addressed that.
12 of intuitive, right. | mean, you know-- so it doesn't |12 So | think in this particular case, you know,
13 cut you off fromevery dollar that you mght have had 13 like I say, based on the response and based on --
14 access to, but it does limt, you know, you to noney 14 frankly, on the conplaint itself, you know | think
15 you coul d have gotten legally under the Qean Hections | 15 there is a -- | can see the disconnect there. And |
16 Act. 16 certainly, as | wote in the footnote there, | don't
17 S0 -- so this rule comes in to say, okay, 17 see any purposeful or know ng decision to say, hey, oh,
18 you've got sone assets that are froma prior canpaign, 18 we should go and do it this way because -- and part of
19 it calls out signsinit, you know and -- and how 19 the reason that's so is because that's what -- because
20 would we account for that. And ny suspicionis that -- |20 the conplaint doesn't allege anything el se and the
21 and when they -- when they drafted this rule it 21 response makes clear that that's not the case in any
22 certainly is -- | think when Mke and | have tal ked 22 event. And then third, you know the value here, you
23 about it and thought about it, the idea hereis -- 23 know is -- is |owenough that you mght -- you know
24 certainly | think there was a concern, at the time this |24 you're not dealing with -- there's just not a --
25 was drafted, along the lines of that -- what do you do |25 there's not the same incentive.
Page 19 Page 21
1 wthasituation that M. Langhofer identified for 1 So that's ny -- that's probably a |ong way of
2 ordinary -- for ordinary canpaigns. Sonebody has their | 2 answering your question. The short answer is that we
3 signs running -- fromtheir prior canpaign. Let's say 3 wll account for -- we account for everything that
4 it was for the sane seat, right, legislative seat. 4 happened in the prior cycle inthe training totry to
5 Let's say they ran clean both tines. Like how do you 5 enphasize, you know hey, this cane up. And the second
6 account for that. 6 thingis, | dothink -- | mean, if people think that
7 And so you're trying to account for the 7 thisruleis unweldily or potentially in and of itself
8 in-kind half of the donation, right. In other words, 8 could be clearer or made nore effective within the
9 those signs have value. You know, we'll have a 9 framework of the Act, we're happy to look at that.
10 discussion about what -- how you ought to assign that 10 OCOMM SSI ONER PATON Wl I, ny concern is, he
11 value. The rule says, well, you have to have the 11 said he's been doing this for a while and he wasn't
12 value -- we'll set the val ue based on, you know 12 really aware of it.
13 whatever it was or, at a mnimum we'll set -- set a 13 MR QCLLINS. Sure.
14 floor -- afloor for that. And that's howit addresses |14 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  He said his clients
15 it. You know whether or not that's perfect, | don't 15 weren't avware of it. Sotone he's a-- he's alawer
16 know M viewisit'svalid, right, but -- 16 that's --
17 Anyways, so -- so it's covered there, but, 17 MR QQLINS Rght.
18 vyou know, | think that it's -- you know | don't 18 COW SSICNER PATON  -- in election |aw
19 think -- and we all -- | don't think we necessarily 19 MR QQLINS  Sure.
20 anticipate -- | nean, we can't -- you know, | nean, 20 OOWM SSI ONER PATON And, | don't know, naybe
21 things come up, people are working on stuff, people are |21 our rules are so, you know, vast that things are
22 reacting during canpaigns. | nean, you know, we -- we |22 getting lost or -- or -- here we are, you know doing
23 encourage folks to try to check in wth us when they 23 all these official stuff and -- and peopl e are not that
24 can. Alot of people do. In fact, | knowthat, you 24 aware of it. And so it concerns ne that naybe -- |
25 know candidates do regularly especially talk to Mke 25 don't knowif we can wal k through every rule or
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1 whatever, but to make sure that we stemthe tide of 1 all the laws, and there's thousands and thousands and
2 these issues that we have coming up. | knowit's like 2 thousands of pages of laws, and it's nearly inpossible
3 alitigious society or whatever, but they don't want to | 3 for us tolearn all of them But if we don't know
4 be standing up here doing this and we woul d rather not 4 them we still get held accountable. There's no excuse
5 have this kind of stuff going on, so | just -- if we 5 to that.
6 could feature things in our training so we don't have 6 And in the previous conments that have been
7 to worry about this, you know that's -- 7 nmade in the -- in the hearings against Dr. Ral ph Heap,
8 MR QQLLINS. Sure. No disagreenent fromne, 8 | believe Nck hinself even said that it's unacceptabl e
9 M. Chairnman, Cormissioner Paton. 9 for soneone that wants to be on the Commssion to not
10 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you. 10 knowall the rules and that that's not an acceptabl e
1 Any other comments, questions fromMenbers of |11 reason to violate them
12 the Commi ssion? 12 Inthis case | think that this rule is very
13 (No response. ) 13 inportant because to -- ny reading of it is that this
14 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you. 14 ruleis to make sure that incunbents don't have an
15 MR LANGHCFER  Thank you. 15 advantage. And when you're using noney that cane from
16 CHAI RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you, M. Langhofer. 16 the citizens, nostly fromfines and fees, then -- and
17 I's there any nenber of the public who wishes |17 vyou' re not using your own noney, you're not using the
18 to conment on this matter? 18 noney that you raised yourself, thenit's even more
19 Yes. | can't read the nane, but | see 19 inportant that we have fairness.
20 soneone has -- 20 And that's the whol e point of the dean
21 M. HERRING Merissa Cal dvel | . 21 Hection Cormission, that's the spirit of all that you
22 CHA RVAN KKMBLE Martha Cal dwel | . 22 dois to make sure that we have fairness in the
23 M. HERRING Merissa. 23 elections. And so | urge you that you show the public
24 MB. CALDWELL: Merissa. 24 that you are not biased, that you give fair treatnent,
25 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Merissa Cal dvel . Ckay. 25 that you give equal treatment, and that you hold
Page 23 Page 25
1 I"msorry. 1 everyone to the same account that -- under these rules
2 M. Caldwel |, do you wish to make sone 2 that you have created.
3 conments? 3 And whet her you personal |y created themor
4 M5, CALDWELL: Yes. Thank you very much. | 4 not or they were nade by previous people that served in
5 submtted one of the conplaints that was referenced for | 5 your role, it -- that's not an excuse. You still
6 thisissue, and | -- | didsoin part because | wanted 6 have -- you have sat there and all owed the rule to
7 to see that there was equal justice under the |aw and 7 persist, and so -- so now you need to enforce it. And
8 under this Commission for all candi dates. 8 | dothink that there is an opportunity for clarity in
9 | have been fol lowing the treatnent of 9 the rule, but that doesn't nean that the rule should be
10 Dr. Ralph Heap and the conplaints -- the conplaint that |10 excused.
11 was made agai nst himand have been on those hearings, 1 | al so have concerns with sone of the
12 and nowthis is -- I'mthankful to the Commssion for 12 statenents that were made by -- in the joint statenent
13 hearing this for the first tine, but I'mfinding that 13 by Nck and Kevin, and that has to do with the fact
14 the tone and the treatnent is quite -- that there's a 14 that they're belittling the comments that they' ve nade
15 large disparity between the two cases, and I'm 15 on social media and say that the public shouldn't rely
16 concerned as to why that is and wondering why that is. 16 on anything that they say on social nedia, that that's
17 | alsofindit interesting that | nyself, as |17 all nmarketing. Véll, then why shoul d anyone rely on
18 a private citizen, was able to knowthat this rule 18 what they're going to do once el ected? That's very
19 existed. And |'ve been a candidate before, but not a 19 concerning. | have concerns about how they' ve
20 clean candidate. And soif | was able to knowthis 20 belittled the rule in general and how they've -- and
21 rule existed, | don't think that lawers or other 21 the disparity in treatnent that we've seen between --
22 candidates, especially ones that serve in office, 22 between these hearings. And so for that reason, | ask
23 shoul d be given a pass that it's okay for themto not 23 you to strongly consider this.
24 know the rul es. 24 And al so, Nck and Kevin thensel ves post ed
25 V¢, as citizens, have to be -- have to know 25 that they were going to be collecting these signs and
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Page 26

Page 28

1 holding these signs. They did not say volunteers would | 1 those and then | can nake a separate motion for the
2 be holding it. They then said that they were the ones 2 other?
3 that were going to be distributing it on social nedia. 3 MR QCLLINS Véll, | nean, if | was -- so, |
4 They think you should ignore all of that, and | think 4 guess, just to, you know-- ny thought is -- and
5 that's unreasonable and | think that's nocking the 5 obviously |'mnot your adviser on this. Andif -- and
6 entire Qean Hection process and it's part of what's 6 if respondents' counsel has any other thoughts, they're
7 showing a disparity in the treatment of these cases. 7 obviously invited to share them | want to make clear.
8 So thank you for your time and consideration. 8 But ny thought woul d be, the nost succinct
9 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Thank you, M. Cal dwell. 9 way to do this would be to -- is -- would be to approve
10 Any other nenbers of the public wish to make |10 the statenment of reasons in MR 26-10 and approve the
11 any conments? 11 statenent of reasons in MR 26-07 as presented, and |
12 (No response. ) 12 think that that will be a clear -- personally I think
13 CHA RVAN KL MBLE. Do we have a notion on 13 that would be a clear record that the reports were
14 this? 14 adopted as the reason to believe determnation. That
15 MR OQLLINS. W, | -- yeah. | just wanted |15 would include both those parts that are not -- there's
16 to make clear and recap, if | could. 16 not reason to believe and those portions where -- where
17 CHA RVAN KIMBLE ~ Sure. 17 there is. But, you know ..
18 MR OQLLINS: The Executive Director's 18 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE: Ckay.  Conmi ssi oner
19 recomendation is that the Cormission find reason to 19 Wrther, do you wish to nake a motion?
20 believe that R-20-702.01, you know was viol ated. 20 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Yes. o,
21 The -- 1'mnot as clear that the Conmission 21 M. Chairman, | would nove to approve the statenent of
22 necessarily needs to vote no reason to believe on the 22 reasons for 26-07 and 26-10 as present ed.
23 remaining parts of 26-07. | think you have sone -- 23 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'s there a second?
24 personally. Andit's not -- I'mnot the last word on 24 COW SSI ONER PATON |11 second.
25 this, obviously. ['mjust a-- just another advocate 25 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Moved by

Page 27 Page 29
1 inthis context. 1 Conmissioner Vérther, seconded by Commissioner Paton.
2 But, you know, how you want to resol ve those, 2 1 wll call theroll.
3 | think -- you know | think that it would be hel pful, 3 Comm ssi oner \Mrther.
4 for the record, to in sone manner dismss those aspects | 4 QOW SS ONER ERTHER  Aye.
5 of 26-07 so we're clear that we're noving forward on -- | 5 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on.
6 on the reason to believe there was a violation of 6 QOMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
7 R2-20-702.01. 7 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Qr unp.
8 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Ckay.  Thank you. 8 QOW SSI ONER CRUVP: - Aye.
9 Does any Menber of the Commission wish to 9 CHAl RVAN K MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titl a.
10 nmake a notion? 10 Commi ssioner Titla, could you repeat what you
1 OOW SSIONER WERTHER M. Chairman, | guess |11 said, please.
12 kind of a comment and a notion, because | -- | -- 12 OCOWM SSIONER TITLA: Aye.  Aye.
13 first, | do agree with the Executive Drector's 13 CHA RVAN K MBLE:  Thank you,
14 recommendations. So, you know for ne, reviewng all 14 Commissioner Titla.
15 this material and the recomendation, | don't believe 15 Chair votes aye. The notion is approved
16 there's any reason to believe for the joint 16 5-to-nothing. Thank you.
17 expenditures or unreported unrei nbursed canpai gn 17 ItemV, discussion and possible action on
18 services all egations. 18 Dr. Ralph Heap's Septenber 23rd, 2026 |etter regarding
19 | do agree that it looks |ike there was a 19 MR 26-06.
20 violation of the excess early contributions, but 20 The letter addresses Dr. Heap's stated intent
21 because it's a de mninms anount and we have discretion |21 to use general fund clean funding or personal funds to
22 under the statute to dismss that, | would agree with 22 pay Mesa Sgn Shop for signs obtained during the
23 that as well. 23 primary election and request disnmissal of the
24 So | think for that it's nore of a question, 24 investigation or reconsideration of settlenent
25 | guess, in one notion can we just not proceed with 25 concerning those signs. Commissioners, you have the
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1 letter and relevant materials. 1 and services directed to the primary el ection.

2 Vé will hear fromM. La Sota or Dr. Heap if 2 S -- so that noney was available. The

3 either is available, and | don't believe either of them | 3 Commission voted to nake it available. The
4 are. 4 Comission -- Commission Saff made that noney

5 (No response. ) 5 available. That noney was returned by cashier's check.

6 CHA RVAN KKMBLE. So does any nenber of the 6 That noney is not available. 16-953(A) does not allow

7 public wish to nake a comment on this matter? 7 the usage of other nonies other than the primary noney

8 (No response. ) 8 to pay for that expense.

9 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE:  Seei ng none. 9 And then obviously -- or, it seens obvious to
10 Tom do you wish to say anything? 10 ne that Dr. Heap can't use personal funds to pay for it
11 MR QOOLLINS: Yeah. | just want to nake a 11 because he has agreed not to use such funds under
12 quick record. So as you -- as Commissioners know and 12 16-947(B)(3) and the attendant linmts that he agreed
13 as M. La Sota knows and as Ms. WIson knows, the 13 to.

14 Commission received a letter through ne yesterday -- 14 Wth respect to his request to revisit, |

15 or, yeah, yesterday at about 7:00 a.m or 8:00 a.m 15 guess, vacating wherever we are, the investigationis

16 Wth -- with that letter, you know albeit addressed to | 16 proceeding. The Staff sees no basis to terninate -- to

17 e, but seemngly directed at the Conmission and 17 termnate it at this tine.

18 seeking to inpose sone kind of deadline -- again, this |18 To nake one note about a line -- one part of

19 isnyview-- onthe Comission, | forwarded that 19 the letter, the Saff does not agree that M. La Sota's

20 letter to the Conmission, and obviously copying 20 client has net his disclosure obligations under the Act

21 M. La Sota and Ms. WIson. 21 and rules in terns of his response to our request.

22 And so it was -- the Chair determned to put |22 And 1'd reiterate that M. La Sota's offer of

23 it on the Agenda, so -- and Ms. Thonas provided notice |23 conpromise and M. Wlson's offer of conpromse is not

24 to M. La Sota, as she does with every matter that 24 an offer of conpromise, but that, based on where the

25 involves M. La Sota's clients that comes before the 25 Saff investigationis, as we told the Commission and
Page 31 Page 33

1 Comission. The -- sothat's -- that's that record. 1 M. La Sota at our last neeting, Staff will address a

2 The -- addressing the substance of the 2 conciliation at an appropriate tine as contenplated by

3 letter, which | think -- given that M. La Sota was 3 the Coomssion's -- Commssion's rul es.

4 noticed and is not going to be here, | think I'm-- | 4 So that -- those are the -- | just wanted to

5 feel like | need to proceed with doing. On the issue 5 make that record about this. And that really concl udes

6 of the dollars that he states that he woul d either 6 ny coments, unless you -- you have questions.

7 spend out of the general fund allotnent to pay Mesa 7 CHAIRVAN KIMBLE  Any Menber of the

8 Sign Conpany or fromhis personal funds, neither of 8 (Conmission have any questions of Ton?

9 those is an appropriate action under the dean 9 COW SSI ONER PATON | have a question.

10 Hections Act. 10 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE: Gormi ssi oner  Pat on.

11 As the Cormission nay recall, the Comission |11 QOMM SSI ONER PATCN  How much | onger do we
12 voted to issue himboth his primary and general 12 have on the investigation, do you think?

13 allotnent. He had his prinmary allotment. He chose not | 13 MR QOCOLLINS  You know our goal is --

14 touse it to pay Mesa Sgn, and, in fact, he returned 14 actually is to nove expeditiously. V@ can only nove as
15 the entirety of his prinmary allotment. Because the 15 expeditiously as a respondent and/or the other folks
16 obligation, however characterized, that the canpaign 16 who are part of that investigation in sone cases wll
17 had arose during the primary, Dr. Heap had to use 17 let us, right. | nmean, thisis not a-- thisisa--
18 primary dollars to pay for it and chose not to doit. 18 the investigation process is adversarial, and so |
19 And this is not sone esoteric rule. Thisis |19 don't want to get into the nerits, but we are working
20 AR S 16-953(A), which states, at the end of the 20 with sonme alacrity and, you know, in an ideal world
21 primary election period a participating candi date who 21 we -- we woul d have this resolved, you know within --
22 has received nmonies shall return to the fund all nonies |22 | nean, within -- certainly within, I"mhoping -- well,
23 in the candidate' s canpaign account above an anmount 23 put it this way. M current worst-case would be within
24 sufficient to pay any unpaid bills for expenditures 24 -- would be to say within the cal endar year, whichis
25 nade during the prinmary el ection period and for goods 25 only -- that's only a coupl e nore nonths,
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1 Conmi ssi oner Paton. 1 executive session.
2 OOW SSI ONER PATON So you're still waiting 2 I's there any menber of the public who w shes
3 on docunents and -- 3 to nake a conment on Dr. Heap's Septenber 23rd letter?
4 MR QQLLINS. W are work -- you know, we are | 4 (No response. )
5 working -- 5 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Seei ng none.
6 OOW SSI ONER PATON -~ you' ve asked for 6 I's there any Menber of the Conm ssion who
7 stuff and you haven't received all of it -- 7 wishes to nake a comment, motion, anything on this
8 MR OQLLINS. W are in progress -- 8 mtter?
9 COW SSI ONER PATON  -- to put that in lawer | 9 (No response. )
10 English? 10 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Hearing nothing, we will
1 MR COLINS Rght. I'mgoingto-- I'm 11 nove on.
12 going to -- I'mgoing to try to dodge that. | guess 12 ItemM, review consideration, discussion,
13 I'Il just let your question stand. 13 analysis, and possible action on Lonbardo, et al.,
14 QOWM SSI ONER PATON  Ckay. 14 versus Arizona Otizens Oean Hections Conmission,
15 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Ay ot her conments or 15 et al.
16 questions fromthe Comi ssion? 16 As indicated in the Agenda, the Comm ssion
17 (No response. ) 17 may vote to go into executive session for |egal advice
18 CHARVW KKMBLE  So M. La Sotais not here. |18 or to discuss or consult with its attorneys regarding
19 I'veread his letter; I"'mnot exactly sure what he's 19 its position in pending litigation.
20 asking. Does any Menber of the Conmission feel the 20 I's there any discussion before we consider
21 need to go into executive session to hear fromour 21 executive session?
22 lawers on this? 22 (No response. )
23 OOMM SSI ONER PATON | woul d ask that we go 23 CHA RVAN KI MBLE  Heari ng none.
24 into executive session so we can have our |awyers 24 I's there a notion to go into executive
25 explain stuff to us. 25 session?
Page 35 Page 37
1 CHA RVAN KIMBLE Ckay.  Conmi ssi oner  Pat on. 1 OOW SSIONER VERTHER M. Chairman, | nove
2 I's there a second to Conmissioner Paton's 2 togointo executive session for this item
3 motion to go into executive session? 3 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  |'s there a second?
4 QoW SSI ONER VERTHER M. Chair, 1'11 4 QOMM SSI ONER PATON 1| second.
5 second. 5 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  I't' s been noved and
6 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 6 seconded that we go into executive session. | wll
7 Conmi ssioner Vérther. 7 call theroll.
8 It's been noved and seconded we go into 8 Cormi ssi oner \iért her.
9 executive session. | wll call the roll. 9 QOW SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye.
10 Conmi ssi oner Vért her. 10 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE: Gormi ssi oner  Pat on.
11 OOW SSI ONER VERTHER ~ Aye. 11 OOW SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
12 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 12 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Cr unp.
13 OOMM SSI ONER PATON  Aye. 13 QOMM SSI ONER CRVP: - Aye.
14 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Gonmi ssi oner  Cr unp. 14 CHAI RVAN K MBLE:  Conmi ssi oner Titla.
15 QoMM SSI ONER CRUWP: - Aye. 15 COMM SSIONER TITLA: - Aye.
16 CHA RVAN KIEMBLE Cormi ssi oner Titl a. 16 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:  Chair votes aye. Vi@ will
17 COWM SSIONER TITLA Aye. 17 go back into executive session.
18 CHA RVAN KKMBLE  Chair reluctantly votes 18 ok ok kK
19 aye. W will gointo executive session. 19 (End of executive session. Public meeting
20 ok ok k% 20 resunes at 11:06 a.m)
21 (End of executive session. Public meeting 21 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: V' re back in regul ar
22 resunes at 10:57 a.m) 22 session. Is there any further discussion or action on
23 CHA RVAN KKMBLE:. V¢ are back in regul ar 23 this matter, ItemM on the Agenda?
24 session. Just for the record, | want to nake it clear |24 (No response. )
25 that Executive Director Collins was not part of that 25 CHAI RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you.
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1 ItemMI, public conment. This is the tine 1 STATE OF ARIZONA )
2 for consideration of comments and suggestions fromthe ) ss.
3 public. Action taken as a result of public comment 2 COUNTY CF MARI COPA )
4 wll belimted to directing staff to study the matter, 8
5 rescheduling it for further consideration, or 4 BE I T KNOM that the foregoing proceedi ngs
. L L. 5 were taken by ne; that | was then and there a Certified
6 responding to C”t!CI sm Please [imt your coments to 6 Reporter of the State of Arizona; that the proceedings
7 no mre than two mnut es. 7 were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter
8 Does anyone on Zoomwi sh to meke a comment? 8 transcribed into typewiting under ny direction; that
9 Use the raise hand feature, wave your arns, any way you 9 the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
10 want to get ny attention. 10 transcript of all proceedings had and adduced upon the
11 (No response. ) 11 taking of said proceedings, all to the best of ny skill
12 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Not seei ng anyone. 12 and ability.
13 The public may al so submt conments by e-mail |13
14 at ccec@zcl eanel ections. gov. 14 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way related
15 ItemMWI1, adjournrrent. A this tine | would 15 to nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor am|
16 entertain a notion to adjourn. 16 in any way interested in the outconme hereof.
17 COM SSI QNER WERTHER M. Chairnan, | nove | 7
18 to adjourn, 18 DATED at Tenpe, Arizona, this 26th day of
19 September, 2026.
19 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Thank you, 20
20 Cormi ssioner Vérther. ”n
21 I's there a second? 2 b{/" B,@
22 QOWM SSI ONER PATON 1111 second. 23 Kathryn A I;;ckwel der, RPR
23 CHA RVWN KIMBLE  Thank you, Certified Reporter #50666
24 Conmi ssi oner Pat on. 24
25 It's been noved and seconded that we adjourn. |25
Page 39
1 1 wll call theroll.
2 Conmi ssi oner Vert her.
3 COW SSI ONER VERTHER  Aye.
4 CHA RVAN KI MBLE:  Cormi ssi oner  Pat on.
5 COW SSI ONER PATON  Aye.
6 CHAl RVAN KI MBLE: Gormi ssi oner O unp.
7 COW SSI ONER CRUWP: Aye.
8 CHA RVAN KIMBLE: Cormi ssioner Titl a.
9 COW SSIONER TITLA Aye.
10 CHA RVAN KIMBLE:  Chair votes aye. ¢ are
11 adjourned. Thank you.
12 (The neeting concluded at 11:08 a.m)
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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