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All persons, including corporations, limited liability companies, and labor organizations, are required to file independent expenditure 
reports under A.R.S. §§ 16-941(0); -958 & Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-109(F). Please fdl out, scan and return to the Arizona Citizens Clean 
Elections Commission, ccec@azdeaneleclions.gov.
Forms received within 24 hours of the due date will be considered timely. 

Failure to file the form and submit the information required subjects an entity that makes independent expenditures to penalties under the Clean 
Elections Act unless the entity receives an exemption from the Conmission. Exemption forms are available at www.azcleanetecljons.goy 

Please contact ccec@azdeanelections.goy or 602-364-34n with questions. 

I, the undersigned, certify that the above statements are true and accurate lo the best of my knowledge and belief: 
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STATE OF ARIZONA 
CITIZENS CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

MUR 18-12  
American Strong PAC  

STATEMENT OF REASONS OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
On behalf of the Citizens Clean Elections Commission (“Commission”), the 

Executive Director hereby provides the following Statement of Reasons why there 

is reason to believe that a violation of the Citizens Clean Elections Act and 

Commission rules (collectively, the “Act”) may have occurred. 

I. Background  

On August 24, 2018, I filed a Complaint against American Strong PAC 

(Respondent) alleging that Respondent had failed to file Clean Elections 

Independent Expenditure Reports related to expenditures in opposition to 

Representative Michelle Ugenti-Rita as nominee for the State Senate in District 23.  

Exhibit 1.  Respondent filed a timely response candidly admitting it had mistakenly 

filled out certain campaign finance reports and failed to file Clean Elections 

Reports. Exhibit 2.  On August 27, Respondent filed a Clean Election Report via 

the Commission’s own online form. Exhibit 3.  Because there is no dispute that the 

filing was late, I recommend the Commission find a reason to believe that a 

violation may have occurred.   

Recommendation  

After the Commission finds reason to believe that a violation of a statute or 

rule over which the Commission has jurisdiction has occurred, the Commission 
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shall conduct an investigation. Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-209(A).  The 

Commission may authorize the Executive Director to subpoena all of the 

Respondent’s records documenting disbursements, debts, or obligations to the 

present, and may authorize an audit. 

Upon expiration of the fourteen (14) days, if the Commission finds that the 

alleged violator remains out of compliance, the Commission shall make a public 

finding to that effect and issue an order assessing a civil penalty in accordance with 

A.R.S. § 16-942, unless the Commission publishes findings of fact and conclusions 

of law expressing good cause for reducing or excusing the penalty.  A.R.S. § 16-

957(B).   

After fourteen (14) days and upon completion of the investigation, the 

Executive Director will recommend whether the Commission should find probable 

cause to believe that a violation of a statute or rule over which the Commission has 

jurisdiction has occurred.  Ariz. Admin. Code R2-20-214(A).  Upon a finding of 

probable cause that the alleged violator remains out of compliance, by an 

affirmative vote of at least three (3) of its members, the Commission may issue of 

an order and assess civil penalties pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-957(B).  Ariz. Admin. 

Code R2-20-217.    

     Dated this 10th day of September, 2018. 
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By:  

 
S/Thomas M. Collins  
 

            Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director 
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