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A Pew Research Center study 
shows that 46% of U.S. social 
media users say they are 
“worn out” by political posts 
and discussions, up from 
37% in 2016.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER



• Political Ads on Social Media

• Fake News and How to Spot a Bot

• Keeping Your Friends, Family & Followers

AGENDA



SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS











POLITICAL SPENDING ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA ADS



2018 ELECTION

• May – November 2018
• Facebook Ad Library

$400 Million in US Political Spending on Facebook



Ad spend for 2020 federal election 
cycle projected to reach $6 billion

Digital media will account for 20% 
of the pie, about $1.2 billion

Estimate includes spend only on ads 
sponsored by federal candidates or 
campaigns, and not by PACs

2020 FEDERAL ELECTION

Source: Kantar



2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Source: Facebook data compiled by 2020campaigntracker.com

$39.8 Million



TRANSPARENCY



FACEBOOK



FACEBOOK

Source: Facebook data compiled by 2020campaigntracker.com


707316906410631





INSTAGRAM


405624976974919





FACEBOOK AD LIBRARY REPORT



TWITTER ADS TRANSPARENCY CENTER



SNAP POLITICAL ADS LIBRARY



FALSE INFORMATION ON SOCIAL MEDIA



Facebook, Elections & Political Speech

• Cracking down on fake accounts – the main source of fake news and malicious content –
preventing millions from being created every day;

• Bringing in independent fact-checkers to verify content;
• Recruiting people – now 30,000 – and investing hugely in artificial intelligence systems to take 

down harmful content.
• If you are about to share a “fake news” post, Facebook may alert you.

A 2018 Stanford report found that interactions with fake news on Facebook was down by 
two-thirds since 2016.

WHAT FACEBOOK HAS DONE



Tips to Spot False News

1. Be skeptical of headlines. 

2. Look closely at the link. 

3. Investigate the source. 

4. Watch for unusual formatting. 

5. Consider the photos. 

6. Inspect the dates.

7. Check the evidence. 

8. Look at other reports.
9. Is the story a joke? 

10. Some stories are intentionally false. 

SPOTTING FALSE INFORMATION



YOUR SOURCES FOR OFFICIAL ELECTION INFORMATION

Citizens Clean Elections Commission Arizona Secretary of State

• Apache County
• Cochise County
• Coconino County
• Gila County
• Graham County
• Greenlee County
• La Paz County
• Maricopa County

• Mohave County
• Navajo County
• Pima County
• Pinal County
• Santa Cruz County
• Yavapai County
• Yuma County



HOW TO SPOT A BOT



An automated social media account programmed to perform tasks normally associated 
with human interaction, including:

• Post content

• Follow users

• Like posts

• Direct message other users

• Retweet anything posted by a specific set of users or featuring a specific hashtag

BOT



A network of bots that can work in tandem to:

• Make a phrase or hashtag trend
• Amplify or attack a message or article
• Harass other users

BOTNET



HOW TO SPOT A BOT
Anonymity



HOW TO SPOT A BOT
Hyperactivity



HOW TO SPOT A BOT
Multiple Languages



HOW TO SPOT A BOT
Unlikely Popularity



DEALING WITH FRIENDS & FAMILY
How to curate your news feed



GOOD POSTING ETIQUETTE

Mary Smith Congrats! CANDIDATE NAME 2020



FACEBOOK: SNOOZE



FACEBOOK: UNFOLLOW



FACEBOOK: MANAGING YOUR NEWS FEED



FACEBOOK: MANAGING YOUR NEWS FEED



INSTAGRAM: MUTE



TWITTER: MUTE OR SHOW LESS OFTEN



THANK YOU
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