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Voting Down the Ballot –

Judicial Retention Elections

Commissioner Hammons



Having worn a judicial robe for almost thirty years and won five times in partisan elections, I am sincerely
concerned about the obscene amount of money that floods into judicial campaigns and the damage it has
done to our beloved judicial system.

- Sue Bell Cobb, Former Chief Justice of the Alabama Supreme Court

There is a strong statistical relationship between contributions to judicial election campaigns and judicial 
decisions, but there is no statistically significant relationship between money and voting in retention elections.

- Study by The American Constitution Society

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce endorsed Arizona’s merit selection system as a best practice model.
- Best Practices Guide to Commission-Based Judicial Selection, 

by the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform 
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Purpose of the Judicial Performance Review (JPR) Commission

• Assist voters in evaluating  the performance of judges standing for retention election

• Facilitate the self-improvement of all judges subject for retention election 

• Promote appropriate judicial assignments

• Identify needed judicial education and training programs

JPR protects the independence of the judiciary while creating public accountability for good 
judicial performance.



Website Contains Links to:
• Survey Results
• Detailed Reports
• Judge Bios
• Decisions of AZ Supreme Court 

and Court of Appeals Justices

Public Resource for Informed Voting –
azjudges.info

Click Here

https://www.azcourts.gov/jpr/


For Additional 

Questions or Volunteer Opportunities

Contact 

jpr@courts.az.gov
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