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 1              VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING BEFORE THE CITIZENS
    CLEAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION convened at 9:32 a.m. on
 2  February 25, 2021, at the State of Arizona, Clean
    Elections Commission, 1616 West Adams, Conference Room,
 3  Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the following Board
    members:
 4 
           Ms. Amy B. Chan, Chairperson
 5         Mr. Damien R. Meyer
           Mr. Galen D. Paton
 6         Mr. Mark S. Kimble
           Mr. Steve Titla
 7 
    OTHERS PRESENT:
 8 
           Thomas M. Collins, Executive Director
 9         Paula Thomas, Executive Officer
           Gina Roberts, Voter Education Director
10         Mike Becker, Policy Director
           Alec Shaffer, Web Content Manager
11         Avery Xola, Voter Education Specialist
           Julian Arndt, Executive Support Specialist
12         Kara Karlson, Assistant Attorney General
           Kyle Cummings, Assistant Attorney General
13         Cathy Herring, Staff
           Rivko Knox, AZ League of Women Voters
14         Heather Mrowiec
           Diane Bloomfield
15 
   
16 
   
17 
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19 
   
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
   
24 
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 1      P R O C E E D I N G
 2  
 3      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: All right.  Good morning,
 4  everybody.  I'm Chairman Amy Chan.  This is the Clean
 5  Elections Commission meeting for February 25th, 2021.
 6  Agenda Item I is the call to order.  It is 9:32 a.m.,
 7  and so I'm going to call the meeting to order.
 8      And we're going to take attendance, and if
 9  I could just have each Commissioner please state your
10  presence for the record.  Maybe we could go by
11  seniority, starting with Commissioner Meyer.  I believe
12  he's got seniority here.
13      You're on mute.
14      COMMISSIONER MEYER: Good morning.
15  Damien Meyer, present.
16      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mark Kimble, present.
17      COMMISSIONER PATON: Galen Paton, present.
18      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: And I'm Amy Chan and
19  obviously present.
20      And with that, we should be able to move to
21  Agenda Item II:  Discussion and possible action on
22  minutes for the January 28th, 2021 meeting.
23      Does anybody -- do I have a motion or any
24  discussion?
25      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Madam Chair?
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 1      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Yes, Commissioner Kimble?
 2      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: I move we approve the
 3  Commission minutes for the meeting of January 28th,
 4  2021.
 5      CHAIRMAN PATON: Okay.  Thank you,
 6  Commissioner Kimble.
 7      Do I have a second?
 8      COMMISSIONER MEYER: I'll second the
 9  motion.
10      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: All right.  Thank you,
11  Commissioner Meyer.
12      Let me go ahead and take a roll call vote
13  on that.
14      Commissioner Meyer, how do you vote?
15      COMMISSIONER MEYER: Aye.
16      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  Commissioner
17  Kimble?
18      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.
19      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Paton?
20      COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.
21      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: And I vote eye, as well.
22      We have voted four ayes and zero nays and
23  approved the minutes as written for Agenda Item II.
24      Agenda Item III:  Discussion and possible
25  action on Executive Director's report and legislative
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 1  report, including election and administrative bills,
 2  such as House Bill 2014 and House Bill 2110.
 3      Tom?
 4      MR. COLLINS: Yes.  Thank you, Chairwoman
 5  and Commissioners.  So we wanted to talk to a few
 6  highlights of the ED report as soon as I make my
 7  computer show it to me again.
 8      Okay.  Thank you.  Sorry.
 9      So I think the first thing I just think is
10  worth noting is we do have a number of elections coming
11  up on the March election date.  The -- obviously, the
12  single biggest one of those is the city of Phoenix has
13  two city council elections that are run-off elections.
14  Information related to these candidate and issue
15  elections, depending on city, is available on our
16  website.
17      You can see in the -- as far as voter
18  education goes, you know, we've picked up where we left
19  off in the election cycle.  There's still a
20  considerable amount of demand for, you know,
21  information, obviously, and that's something that --
22  and discussion around how to advance some of the voter
23  education and civics education we're doing.  The -- you
24  know, obviously, you know -- so I think that speaks for
25  itself.
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 1      Obviously, Avery has been putting in a lot
 2  of time building out some of those -- some of those
 3  connections, and I think that there's -- I think
 4  there's some expansion going on there that I think is
 5  really helpful in terms of different folks from
 6  different organizations who are coming to talk about
 7  Clean Elections or want to talk about Clean Elections.
 8      Real quickly on the -- on the -- the legal
 9  matters, we're still awaiting a Court of Appeals
10  decision in Legacy Foundation Action Fund.  The State
11  will argue -- I mean, the State of Arizona will be on
12  the Supreme Court docket on March 2nd in a case that's
13  consolidated and called Brnovich versus Democratic
14  National Committee.  It has to do with a couple of
15  different aspects of Arizona voting procedure and
16  whether or not those violate Section 2 of the Voting
17  Rights Act.
18      You all probably know that Kara did the --
19  did this case at the -- at the trial level, the Court
20  of Appeals, the trial, the Court of Appeals, the Court
21  of Appeals, I think.  I think that's right.  And now
22  it's at the U.S. Supreme Court.  The Secretary of State
23  and the Attorney General's Office do not agree about
24  how this issue should be addressed, and we will see how
25  the argument goes on March 2nd.  So if you're not doing
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 1  anything, it will be worth tuning in for.
 2      The other case I wanted to note, especially
 3  because I made a mistake in the -- in my little entry
 4  here, so there was a signature challenge.  You know,
 5  the Court decides those issues in the election cycle
 6  and then issues its opinion following that.  The Court
 7  issued its opinion -- the Arizona Supreme Court issued
 8  its decision in a case called McKenna v. Soto, and one
 9  of the things that -- just to credit the former State
10  Elections Director Eric Spencer, who is a partner at
11  Lewis and Roca -- or, I mean, a partner at Snell &
12  Wilmer.  I said it three times.  That's the third time
13  I've mistaken Lewis and Roca and Snell & Wilmer this
14  morning.  I don't know how to stop that.  Some of our
15  best branding experts probably need to get on it.
16      Anyway, so Eric pointed out that in the
17  course of this particular opinion, certain aspects of
18  the Election Procedures Manual were said to be more
19  guidance than binding.  You know, the Voter -- the
20  Election Procedures Manual is a -- is a thing that
21  maybe shouldn't matter, but maybe matters a lot but
22  maybe doesn't.  And, you know, we've had -- we have
23  made our -- over the course of the last several years,
24  we've always pointed out where we thought it went too
25  far, but what that means in the long run, I would -- I
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 1  mean, you can read Eric's article about it.  I would
 2  stop probably short of his headline conclusion, but I
 3  do think that it will be interesting to see how people
 4  address the Election Procedures Manual going forward.
 5  I know it's wonky, but I think it's just something I
 6  think you ought to be aware of.
 7      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Tom?
 8      MR. COLLINS: Sorry.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Can I ask a quick
10  question about that?
11      MR. COLLINS: Sure, please.
12      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Because when I saw that
13  news, I just, frankly, kind of assumed that maybe the
14  Secretary would maybe reach out to the legislature,
15  since they're in session, and try to get a legislative
16  fix to kind of expand the authorizing statute.
17      Do we know if there's any kind of fix like
18  that in the works?  Because I think the Procedures
19  Manual is extremely important.  I mean, the procedures
20  that are in there, you know, mean that we have the same
21  procedures across all 15 counties and, if it's just
22  guidance, I think, we're going to run into a problem
23  and we're not going to have -- I think we have a solid
24  statewide election system because of the Procedures
25  Manual, and so I was concerned by this opinion.  I
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 1  don't necessarily -- I won't say I disagree with it per
 2  se.  I just -- I think, you know, if the opinion is
 3  what it is, then I assumed that, perhaps, there would
 4  be a fix in the works.
 5      Do we know any information about that?
 6      MR. COLLINS: Chairwoman Chan, I would
 7  say the answer -- I don't.  I don't know that.  I do
 8  think that the discussion point that I've seen so far
 9  is really around the scope of what is guidance and what
10  is binding, and then I'm -- you know, and then, I mean,
11  I think that's -- I think that would be -- so, I mean,
12  I guess what I'm trying to say is that the question of,
13  you know, what changes versus what's really covered by
14  Bush v. Gore are -- you know, are different questions.
15  In other words, there are things that are in the
16  Procedures Manual that have nothing to do with due
17  process for -- or equal voting for people in different
18  counties.
19      Now -- you know, so I think that's the -- I
20  think that will be the question.  I haven't heard
21  anything from the Secretary's office about fixing it,
22  and the legislation this year has principally concerned
23  changing the process by which the Election Procedures
24  Manual is adopted.
25      So that's probably a too long answer, but
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 1  that's the best I have.
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
 3      MR. COLLINS: I just want to really quickly
 4  mention we -- the Governor's office did renew their
 5  moratorium on rules.  The Commission continues to be
 6  exempt from that, as we have been for the past -- at
 7  least, I think, as long as the moratorium has been in
 8  existence; nevertheless, you know, one of the things in
 9  the Governor's order this year is to suggest to those
10  exempted and to mandate for those non-exempted to work
11  with the Governor's office prior to things heading to
12  the Governor's Regulatory Review Council.
13      So we're going to be looking at that.
14  Right now we hope to bring that to you next month.  We
15  believe that as of current standing, we have three
16  rules that may need changes as a result of issues
17  directly or indirectly related to the Arizona Advocacy
18  Network case and the 2016 bill that was at litigation.
19  So those are listed there.  What we hope to do is reach
20  out to the Governor's office and GRRC this month with
21  some more specificity than we have had prior to the
22  moratorium being dealt with and, hopefully, begin a --
23  you know, begin the public hearing process at the next
24  Commission meeting.
25      Finally, at least from my perspective, the
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 1  best for last.  The -- you know, we do have some
 2  legislation out there that matters to us.  You know, we
 3  are going to continue to work on that.  Currently, the
 4  legislature is in the midst of their crossover week.
 5  So they're on the floor.  We haven't seen a lot of
 6  House bills in the Senate yet, even though there are a
 7  number over there.  We -- we remain, basically, in the
 8  same place we were last year.
 9      We certainly know a little bit more about
10  how to focus our arguments on HB 2110, at least in
11  terms of how to -- how to hopefully persuade some folks
12  that this is a mistaken -- a mistaken premise leading
13  to a mistaken conclusion.  One piece of factual
14  information that we were able to glean since our last
15  meeting is that the Joint Legislative Budget Committee
16  did an assessment -- not really a study, not a fiscal
17  note, but a -- but working with the courts to determine
18  how many people take advantage of -- if you'll recall,
19  2110 said -- it's basically -- broadly speaking, it
20  allows courts to sentence you to work instead of for
21  a -- instead of paying a fine in cash and the fees
22  associated with that, right?
23      So that affects the Clean Elections Act
24  surcharge.  It, also, has a notwithstanding clause in
25  it, which is a real problem from our perspective, from
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 1  a VPA perspective because it, essentially -- so on the
 2  one hand, on Rules attorneys have told the legislature
 3  this is not an amendment, period.  Nevertheless, it
 4  uses the word "notwithstanding."  So it's inherently
 5  ignoring legally the Clean Elections Act.
 6      That's the crux of the legal problem, but
 7  from a policy perspective, what JLBC has been able to
 8  determine, at least preliminarily, is something like 2
 9  to 3 percent of people eligible for similar programs
10  use them now, which -- which means that from a policy
11  perspective -- and I can speak to this from my own
12  experience, the public defender and those of my
13  colleagues in that office -- these kinds of work
14  sentences don't work for the people they are intended
15  to work for because you're either having to get a
16  second job to -- you're, basically, taking on a second
17  job to pay a fine or a fee.
18      There's all kinds of collateral
19  consequences, and the fact that the impact is that
20  insignificant means that the purported policy objective
21  of mitigating these fines for people who are poor is
22  simply not going to be met.  And, in my view, that
23  really switches the balance here in terms of whether or
24  not this is -- this bill isn't what it purports to be.
25  So I think our legal issues take on more credence in

09:47:31-09:48:58 Page 13

 1  view of the fact that this is a policy that doesn't do
 2  the thing the policy says it's supposed to do.
 3      So, obviously, Julian had pulled together
 4  quite a good list of -- of legislation related to
 5  voting.  Obviously, any of that -- any of those you
 6  have questions with, obviously, please chime in.  And
 7  then -- but that's kind of where we are, the two bills
 8  we've identified as most critical.
 9      And that -- and that concludes my report,
10  unless you have any questions.
11      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you, Tom.
12      Is there any discussion or questions about
13  the --
14      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Madam Chair?
15      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Kimble?
16      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: I wanted to bring up
17  a handful of bills that I'm concerned about, and I
18  tried -- there's so many bills here that bother me
19  because I think they go against our mission of trying
20  to encourage voting and making voting easier.  And
21  there are -- there was an op-ed in the "Arizona Daily
22  Star" yesterday.  They have -- the League of Women
23  Voters has concerns about some of these bills, and I
24  tried to focus on ones that looked particularly
25  egregious and that, also, looked like they might have
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 1  some traction.  And I just wanted to run through five
 2  of them that particularly concern me.  And I'm not sure
 3  what I think we ought to do about it, but I do want to
 4  make mention of them.
 5      First of all, on the Senate side, 2560:
 6  Remove people from the PEVL if they don't use an early
 7  ballot in one General election.  People have shown they
 8  want to be -- they want to be on the early voting list
 9  and, if you show up and decide you want to cast a vote
10  in person instead of your early ballot, then you're off
11  the early ballot list until you get put back on it.
12      2723:  Candidates no longer are required to
13  report with the name and address and occupation and
14  employer for donations, which I think would certainly
15  have a direct impact on Clean Elections candidates.  If
16  they -- if there's a threshold, say, $200, above
17  $200 -- or below $200, you don't have to say who gave
18  you the money, obviously, what we're going to see is a
19  bunch of $199 contributions and no way to know who is
20  giving them or who they work for or anything.
21      And, then, on the House side, 1003, early
22  ballots that are not signed would have to be cured by
23      7:00 p.m. on election day, when there's a longer cure
24  date for ballots that are not early.  So that's an
25  unfair attempt to penalize people for voting early.
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 1      1358, which I mentioned last month, county
 2  recorders can register voters only in a government
 3  building?  The clear idea behind this is to get fewer
 4  people registered.  County recorders have been very
 5  effective at going out and holding voter registration
 6  drives and now they can only do that in a government
 7  building?  I don't understand the reasoning for it.
 8      And, finally, 1485, voters are removed from
 9  the PEVL if they don't vote in both Primary and General
10  for two consecutive elections.  And this particularly
11  concerns me because it seems clear to target
12  independents, who we have problems getting them to show
13  up in a Primary because so many of them think they
14  can't.  And if they don't show up in the primary,
15  they're off the PEVL.  And, again, this is an attempt
16  to get fewer people on the early voting list in hopes
17  that they just won't vote, and Arizonans have shown
18  they want to vote by mail and want to vote early.
19      So these are five bills that seem to have
20  some traction that I think ought to get some kind of
21  attention from us.  And I'm not an expert in the best
22  way and the most effective way to do this, but those
23  five particularly concern me and several of them, also,
24  concern the League of Women Voters who were -- who were
25  working on them.
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 1      That's all, Madam Chair.
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you so much,
 3  Commissioner Kimble.  I would actually agree with
 4  everything you said, and I have the same concerns.
 5      Commissioner Paton, did you want to add
 6  anything or have anything to say?
 7      COMMISSIONER PATON: Well, I think I said
 8  the last time, you know, how I feel.  I'm worried about
 9  this GRRC -- you know, the thing about -- I've kind of
10  lost my train of thought.
11      I think we need to hold our powder.  I
12  already talked about that before.  And about the civil
13  penalties where these people could work them off, I'm
14  worried about that because that's our funding.  And
15  these others, I think I am concerned about some of
16  them, but the legislative process takes a while.  And I
17  think if we try to get involved in some of these, then
18  we're seen as maybe being, you know, not bipartisan,
19  and I think it comes back to haunt us.
20      Later on, if it's -- if it's a major thing
21  and it looks like something is going to be passed that
22  would be detrimental to the voting process, then I
23  would be a lot more willing to get involved in
24  something like that.
25      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thanks, Commissioner
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 1  Paton.
 2      I will say that --
 3      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Madam Chair?
 4      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
 5      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah, Madam Chair?
 6      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Yes.  Oh, is that -- is
 7  that Commissioner Titla?
 8      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Oh, my gosh.  I'm so
10  sorry.  I didn't realize you joined us.  My apologies.
11      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah, I joined --
12      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Welcome.
13      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah, thank you.
14  Thank you.  I joined earlier, but I got knocked off and
15  I had to get back on and I'm calling on the telephone
16  right now.  Are we in executive or open session right
17  now?
18      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: No, we're in open
19  session.  Welcome.  I'm so happy you joined us.
20      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Okay.  Yeah, thank
21  you.  Congratulations on your chairmanship.
22      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
23      COMMISSIONER TITLA: The last time, you
24  were still a commissioner, but now you're Madam Chair,
25  I guess.  Congratulations.
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 1      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
 2      COMMISSIONER TITLA: But listening to the
 3  bills as a while ago -- you know, this is my first --
 4  first time I heard about what the bills address.  It
 5  sounds like voter suppression, to me, upon initial
 6  hearing of all the bills out there.  Aren't we supposed
 7  to be a democracy?  A free society?  Shouldn't we be
 8  encouraging the "get out to vote people?"  Shouldn't we
 9  have -- shouldn't we make it easier for people to vote?
10      It seems like these bills are making it
11  harder for people to vote, harder for people to become
12  registered, and it seems like it's just penalizing the
13  voters.  And so if these bills go into effect, I see it
14  as voter suppression to keep people from being
15  registered, to keep people from voting, and I think
16  that that is not the aim of our group, the Clean
17  Elections Commission, and the statute that was passed
18  by the voters.  I think the voters asked us to keep an
19  eye on voting and what's written in the statutes, so
20  I'm really dismayed by this.
21      With regard -- with respect to strategy, as
22  far as maybe getting together and talking about what we
23  should do in this matter, I think that we should
24  address it early, right away, before it gets really
25  rolling.  If you picture a snowball rolling, while it's
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 1  still small right now -- I don't know how big it is in
 2  the legislative process, but if the snowball is small
 3  right now, we need to try to, you know, look at it
 4  right away before it gets into a huge snowball that
 5  keeps unrolling that will just roll right over us.
 6      So is there some -- is it possible for us
 7  to file a lawsuit against them?  Legal?  Is there an
 8  Attorney General there?
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Titla, yes,
10  we do have Ms. Karlson with us.  I don't -- I'll
11  just -- if I can pipe up here, though, I think at this
12  stage -- I think a lawsuit would take place after
13  something already becomes law.  I don't know if
14  Ms. Karlson wants to pipe up about that or if Tom wants
15  to address it.
16      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Okay.
17      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: But --
18      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yes, ma'am.  Okay.
19  Thank you.
20      MR. COLLINS: Kara, do you want to talk
21  about lawsuits you want to file against the State?
22      COMMISSIONER MEYER: Is this something we
23  should discuss in executive session, if we want to
24  discuss it, or are we just talking process?
25      MR. COLLINS: I understood the question as
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 1  a process question, and I think it's -- and I think
 2  it's a good one, Madam Chair, Commissioner Titla.  I
 3  think that -- I mean, I think that, you know, you all
 4  as commissioners have had a -- over the course of the
 5  last few years, have had a pretty robust internal
 6  conversation which is public, but you know, obviously,
 7  it's you talking to one another about some of the
 8  different ways in which we might or might not get
 9  involved on legislative stuff.
10      And so the first process that, I guess,
11  would be, you know -- and I do think this is noticed
12  for action.  So that would be a question we would
13  need -- you know, if Kara disagrees with that, that
14  would be important, but if you all want us to get
15  involved on bills, there's a couple of ways we could do
16  that.  And this is -- Commissioner Titla, just begging
17  your pardon, this is kind of a two-part answer to your
18  question, if that makes sense.
19      The first question would be, you know, can
20  we get some direction in terms of a position on bills
21  and would you do that by specific bills or by general,
22  you know, stuff.  I'm receptive to that, and I think
23  the Commission meeting is noticed to allow it.  If we
24  think that's an issue that's not noticed and we don't
25  want to do -- or, alternatively, you don't want to do
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 1  it by virtue of a vote, you know, it's just a matter of
 2  trying to sum up what kinds of things might be within
 3  the ambit of, you know, what the staff might focus on.
 4      With respect to the legal issues there, in
 5  terms of these bills, there are -- obviously, there's a
 6  subset of bills that have Voter Protection Act
 7  implications.  Those are bills that, you know, I -- I
 8  mean, honestly, the -- what we'll have to do there, in
 9  all likelihood, is just ask for outside counsel at this
10  point.  I just don't anticipate the Attorney General's
11  Office being -- it would be hard to -- I can't imagine
12  we're going to get -- the Attorney General's Office is
13  necessarily going to want to advise us on that.  And
14  it's an open question whether or not they'll allow us
15  to be advised on that, but we'll have to ask, like, in
16  a more -- a more articulate way than, perhaps, we've
17  had in the past.
18      With respect to the other bills, I think
19  that the question of standing there and standing to
20  intervene, again, I agree with you, Commissioner Titla.
21  I agree that, in principle, the -- absolutely the
22  statute gives the Commission at least a -- well, at the
23  very least, an express role in telling the legislature
24  what it thinks policies ought to be around Clean
25  Elections and elections issues.
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 1      I will, also, say that we know from
 2  experience the Attorney General maintains a veto over
 3  whether or not the Commission has that interest or not
 4  and has exercised that veto when they don't think that
 5  we have standing or reason to be involved in something.
 6  So if there were a specific bill we wanted to file an
 7  action in or be involved in the legal action that falls
 8  into a category that the Commission believes is voter
 9  suppression or any of those categories, you know, the
10  process point there would be, you know, we'd have to go
11  through the same process.
12      I can tell you that the -- that the biggest
13  logistical challenge there probably -- you know,
14  upfront, before we even get into the issues, is the --
15  is that the Attorney General's Office reserves the
16  right to determine the scope of the Clean Elections
17  Commission's legal interests.  So we would have to
18  convince the Attorney General's Office that we have
19  some reason to do this.  Apparently, you can go out and
20  get pro bono counsel, even though the Attorney General
21  might not authorize it, but I find that to be a very
22  sketchy way to go about dealing with the procurement
23  and other issues that come in there.
24      So my preference is if those kinds of bills
25  were something we wanted to be involved on the legal
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 1  front, that we try to work with the Attorney General's
 2  Office to identify those bills, explain to them the
 3  Commission's interest and, hopefully, get at least a
 4  fair hearing on what the Commission's interests are
 5  before the Attorney General determines what the
 6  Commission's interests are.
 7      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Thank you, Tom.
 8      Madam Chair, thank you.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  Commissioner
10  Meyer, I see that you have your hand raised.
11      COMMISSIONER MEYER: I do.  Thank you.
12  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I just want to commend
13  Commissioner Kimble for raising these issues, and I
14  agree with a lot of the points being made.
15      Could -- Tom, Mike, could you maybe shed
16  some more light on these bills and do we expect them to
17  make it through and actually be passed, or is that
18  unlikely?  Because what I will say -- and this is in
19  line with Galen's thinking is, you know, sometimes when
20  you come out and give attention to something that maybe
21  will never actually see the light of day, you end up
22  having the opposite effect of what you intended and you
23  shine light on something that may never have become an
24  issue had you not, you know, made an issue of it.
25      So could you maybe share with us where you
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 1  see these going, to the extent possible?
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  So, Tom or Mike,
 3  do you want to take that?
 4      I see Kara has her hand raised.  I don't
 5  know if that's -- is that to that point, Kara, or --
 6      MS. KARLSON: This will just take a second.
 7  Tom had asked a couple of times if we thought this --
 8  you know, if this was properly noticed or at least
 9  mentioned that.  I do believe it's properly noticed in
10  the agenda, and so I just wanted to get that on the
11  record --
12      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
13      MS. KARLSON: -- that, you know, discussion
14  and possible action on the legislative update is in the
15  agenda.  So to the extent there was a question, it is
16  properly noticed.
17      Continue.
18      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
19      Okay.  And then I'll let Tom or Mike take
20  Commissioner Meyer's question, but along the way, just
21  prior to that, I do have it, to that point, just to
22  frame this a little bit because I do think we're
23  logistically situated a tad differently than we were a
24  month ago.  A month ago, we had four weeks of extra
25  time, and now we're four weeks down the road timewise,
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 1  as far as the legislature.  And in four weeks, they're
 2  going to be even closer to sine die and four weeks
 3  closer to maybe having this legislation that we're
 4  looking at that's problematic to us, you know, being
 5  law.
 6      So, now, legislation, obviously, has a lot
 7  of multiple stops along the way, and I think that's
 8  what Commissioner Meyer is getting at.  He wants to
 9  hear from Mike or Tom where they are and then, of
10  course, ultimately, it has to go to the Governor's
11  desk.  And, frankly, I don't know what Governor Ducey
12  would do with these bills.  I don't know -- you know,
13  he even told President Trump that he thought our system
14  of voting was the best in the nation and the most
15  secure, and so, frankly, I don't know that he would
16  support these suppressive pieces of legislation.
17      And I agree with what Commissioner Titla
18  said.  They are voter suppression.  There is no way to
19  argue that they are not, in my opinion.  And it's a
20  travesty, I think, that they're being proposed and
21  supported by members of the legislature.  I don't think
22  that's the way our policy should be.
23      So having said that and editorialized on
24  it, I will now allow -- and thank you for letting me go
25  on and on.  I'll let Tom or Mike or both kind of talk
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 1  about where we are and how much time we may have,
 2  knowing that we normally don't meet but once a month.
 3      MR. COLLINS: Chairwoman, I guess, I'll go
 4  first -- and Mike, you know, feel free to jump in
 5  and -- I think, with respect to your second point about
 6  meeting, certainly there's a -- you know, there is a --
 7  there is -- we have flexibility around having to have
 8  it -- having to have additional meetings, if we need
 9  to, on any issues.  That's always a consideration.
10      I think -- with respect to these bills, I
11  think, look, you know, there are trade-offs.  Are we
12  going to be able to control the outcome of the bills we
13  are most concerned about?  At the margins, we're --
14  because our legal arguments turn on the number of votes
15  required, we have some marginal gain to be made by
16  keeping the vote at a certain place, as opposed to
17  other places that's meaningful.
18      With respect to the -- some of the other
19  bills, I think that -- I think there are going to be
20  some that pass.  I think that some kind of PEVL change,
21  whether it's -- and I guess the issue with the 10 --
22  169, and whatever it's now denominated, is, you know,
23  what's an election cycle and how many elections is
24  that.  So there have been some movement on that
25  proposal just within the last 24 hours, sort of, you
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 1  know, it was once dead and now it seems to be revived.
 2      I think there will be some modification of
 3  the PEVL.  What it is, I don't know, but I would be
 4  surprised.  I think there's a -- I think there is a
 5  good-faith concern that's been expressed by some folks
 6  about the sheer number of absentee ballots floating
 7  around.  There's a history of being concerned about
 8  that that predates the 2020 election.  It goes all the
 9  way to the 2000 election, and it's even something that,
10  if you were to look at Rick Hasen -- I mean, for those
11  of you who follow election law, Rick Hasen is kind of a
12  guru on these issues.
13      You know, four years ago, he was talking
14  about, well, the -- you know, because there's no
15  in-person impersonation, a real -- the problem would be
16  ballot -- mail ballots.  We've seen that in
17  North Carolina.  I'm just saying, you know, that seems
18  like the most likely place there's going to be --
19  there's going to be action.  So if we believe that the
20  PEVL as it currently functions is good, you know, that
21  would be a thing that we could take a position on.
22      The other thing we might could do is -- and
23  then taken the bills that, I think, we could do with
24  it -- Commissioner Kimble has identified the -- I
25  think, bills that are high profile.  I think that
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 1  most -- I think that those bills, within the realm of
 2  voting-related legislation, those are pretty -- most of
 3  those seem like they're not -- they're more likely to
 4  move forward than, say, a legislation that would
 5  transfer -- that would -- that would allow the
 6  legislature to revoke the certification of the
 7  presidential electors.  I think the presidential
 8  elector piece, whether it goes on a ballot or not, I
 9  think that kind of stuff, I think, doesn't happen.  I
10  think some of the more administrative stuff might.
11      The other thing we might could do -- and
12  this might be the better way to go, although it's more
13  time intensive for you, is for us to get a rundown on
14  the specific bills that Commissioner Kimble has talked
15  about, talk to some of the folks who are involved in
16  those bills, say, look, the Commission wants to be
17  involved in these; we need to find out what spot to
18  pick and what the most effective way to do that is.
19      You know, we could -- we could report that
20  back.  We don't have to report that back in a meeting.
21  We could report it back in a letter, but either way, I
22  mean, the issue -- I guess what I'm trying to say is
23  that the only -- cognizant of what Commissioner --
24  Chairwoman Chan has said, I think that's exactly right.
25  Time is running out.  On the other hand, conscious of
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 1  Commissioner Meyer's and to Commissioner Paton's point,
 2  we don't want to be in a place -- we don't want to
 3  either get ahead or behind of wherever the position of
 4  the folks who are on this every day are, you know.
 5      I mean, as -- you know, as Commissioner
 6  Chan, Commissioner Paton, Commissioner Kimble, I mean,
 7  Commissioner Meyer, at this point, Commissioner Titla,
 8  certainly, the legislative process is a day-to-day
 9  process.  So, you know, maybe that's the -- I don't
10  know.  I mean, I don't -- I don't pretend to have an
11  answer here.  I'm just trying to say -- so I'm just
12  trying to walk through what are potential solutions.
13      If you are comfortable with the research
14  that we have on what those bills do, I think it's
15  perfectly reasonable to say, look, we want to vote; we
16  want -- we want you to go out and oppose these bills.
17  On the other hand, if you feel like we need to have
18  more information before doing that, I think that's,
19  also, reasonable.  Although, I recognize that the time
20  trade-off is a big -- is a big one.
21      Finally, with respect to the legal stuff,
22  you know, my first priority is going to be dealing with
23  counsel for the purposes of the VPA issues we face, but
24  if these bills move forward and we want to participate
25  in litigation about them, I think that is a -- you
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 1  know, I think that's a third step we don't have to take
 2  right now.
 3      So that's how I see it.  I'm trying to --
 4  I'm trying to frame this according to what Commissioner
 5  Chan has talked about.  To me, from a staff
 6  perspective, I think the big question right now is do
 7  we want to move immediately to start working on these
 8  bills on the assumption that we -- with the
 9  Commission's opposition or do we want to -- or do we
10  want to get a more comprehensive review.  I've got to
11  say, I mean, the risks that -- and I apologize for --
12  I'm trying to give as complete an answer as I can here.
13      I am more than conscious of Commissioner
14  Paton's admonition here.  I think that's -- I think
15  that's -- I think that's a fair one, and I think it's,
16  you know -- and I think it's an important one.  On the
17  other hand, you know, look, I mean, you know, there
18  are -- you know, there are -- at the end of the day,
19  the risk/reward calculation is one that we're not going
20  to -- you know, the -- the way -- it's something I
21  think you all -- every single person on this Commission
22  has been on the Commission for at least four years.
23      We've been -- everyone on the Commission
24  and especially those of you who have been through the
25  legislative process or elections in other capacities,
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 1  you know, I mean, you have judgment to exercise, and I
 2  think that you all actually, amongst yourselves, have
 3  developed the strategic arguments.  I can't guarantee
 4  any particular outcome.  Nobody -- nobody can, but I
 5  think that -- I think you guys understand the issue.
 6  You all, I think -- I think each Commissioner
 7  understands the issue from their perspective.
 8      So I don't -- I don't necessarily see --
 9  you know.  I mean, so I think that if we want to move
10  forward, I think that we would need some direction from
11  the Commission in order for staff to feel comfortable
12  going out and saying, you know, we think these are real
13  problems and here's why.
14      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  I just want to
15  jump in here because my experience with the legislature
16  is that sometimes it takes some finesse to get these
17  things done and I -- my belief is that the
18  Commissioners are all opposing these bills.  You know,
19  how we get that position conveyed, I would like to
20  leave up to staff.  I don't know that that means we
21  take an official position or not.  I don't know that
22  that's the best way to do it, and I think we've
23  discussed that in the past, that sometimes Clean
24  Elections is not, you know, well loved at the
25  legislature.
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 1      And so if -- do we need -- I guess we can't
 2  take a vote because we didn't notice that, right?
 3      MR. COLLINS: No, no, we -- I think we can.
 4      Kara -- I'm sorry -- can you --
 5      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Even though we can
 6  discuss it, can we take a vote?  I don't know.
 7      MS. KARLSON: Yes.  It says discussion and
 8  possible action.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Oh, thank you for
10  clarifying that for me.
11      Okay.  So I guess -- I guess what I'm
12  trying to understand is should we take a vote and an
13  official position on these pieces of legislation but
14  let staff kind of cultivate it in their best judgment
15  as to how to approach that with the legislature?  I
16  kind of want to discuss that, I guess, with the
17  members.  Sometimes I think -- I don't know if I'm
18  making myself clear, as far as how to go about it, but
19  I don't know if saying Clean Elections opposes this is
20  the best way to go about it, if that makes sense.
21      COMMISSIONER PATON: This is Commissioner
22  Paton.
23      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Go ahead.
24      COMMISSIONER PATON: I agree with what you
25  said.  I think the staff knows who they can deal with
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 1  and who they can't deal with, and maybe if they can do
 2  things with, like, out an official position, then we
 3  could always have a special meeting that we didn't have
 4  to wait a month, or whatever.  I think that would be
 5  more pragmatic than -- than, you know, something more
 6  drastic, I guess.  That would be my feeling.
 7      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thanks, Commissioner
 8  Paton.
 9      Commissioner Titla, what are you thinking
10  about with regard to what I've just said and
11  Commissioner Paton?  Are you -- I mean, would you be
12  comfortable with letting staff to kind of take it from
13  here?  You know, are you wanting us to go full-bore and
14  have the Commission come out with a strong statement on
15  the registered -- requested speak system of a no on all
16  these bills, or would you be comfortable letting staff
17  kind of take a more behind the scenes to go against --
18  kind of make our position known?
19      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah.  Madam Chair, I
20  agree with you that maybe we can let the staff take a
21  look at it and let us know.  Then, if we need a special
22  meeting, Madam Chair can call a meeting and we can get
23  together and they can let us know what -- you know,
24  what is out there.
25      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.
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 1      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Thank you.
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you, Commissioner
 3  Titla.
 4      Anybody else have anything to add or
 5  further questions?  And I don't know if we even need to
 6  take a vote, I guess.  Okay.  Because staff kind of
 7  understands, I think, the direction we're going.
 8      Okay.  In that case, I think we said it all
 9  and we can move on, gratefully, to Item IV, I believe,
10  unless there's anything else.  Good discussion,
11  everybody.
12      Thank you so much, Commissioner Kimble.
13  I'm grateful you brought those up.
14      And maybe, Mike and Tom, you could give us
15  updates on a weekly basis on those bills by email, if
16  you could, I mean, if there are updates.
17      MR. COLLINS: Oh, well, yes, Commissioners
18  and Chairwoman Chan, yes.  We -- I think that this --
19  in fact, that that's a good part of getting into these,
20  and I think we definitely can do that.  And I think
21  that between Mike and Julian and I, we've got some
22  steps, I think, we can take to help flesh those out,
23  also.  So, yes, I think that we're on the same page.
24      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.
25      COMMISSIONER PATON: And if I may -- this
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 1  is Commissioner Paton.
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Yes, Commissioner Paton.
 3      COMMISSIONER PATON: Possibly, maybe the
 4  staff could make overtures to, like, the Governor's
 5  office to find out maybe where he stands or -- because,
 6  ultimately, it has to go that far, you know.  Anything
 7  passed needs to be signed by the Governor.
 8      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Good point.  I mean,
 9  frankly, I would think this would impact all voters
10  equally poorly, all of these bills.  So I don't know --
11  I really don't understand them.
12      So -- all right, I will have us move on to
13  Item IV:  Discussion and possible action on the
14  Commission's Annual -- 2020 Annual Report, and I
15  believe Tom is going to present this to us or to lead
16  the discussion.
17      MR. COLLINS: I am going to defer to -- if
18  I can, to Julian.
19      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Oh, excellent.
20      MR. COLLINS: Julian, how do you feel
21  about --
22      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Wonderful.  Julian, happy
23  to have you.
24      MR. ARNDT: Yeah, good morning.
25      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Good morning.
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 1      MR. COLLINS: So, I mean -- I mean, my only
 2  preface would be, obviously, we want to get this
 3  approved to file it.  I want to thank Julian and Avery
 4  and Alec and Gina and Mike and Paula for putting this
 5  together.  I think that there's really good information
 6  in there.  I think we -- 2020 was a good year in terms
 7  of fulfilling the purpose of the Act.  That's all I
 8  have to say.
 9      So, Julian, whatever you -- whatever you
10  want -- I guess, go ahead.
11      MR. ARNDT: Yeah.  Well, for the record, my
12  name is Julian Arndt, and I'm going to be giving an
13  annual report for 2020.  I do have to share my screen
14  here and bring this report up.  So if you could, just
15  give me two seconds here.
16      Okay.  Can everybody see that?
17      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Yes.
18      MR. ARNDT: Okay.  Awesome.  Well, I'll try
19  to keep this brief, but this is our cover.  Alec
20  designed it.  It's very nice.
21      And so every year, an annual report gets
22  submitted to the Governor, the president of the Senate
23  and the Speaker of the House.  This is going to be the
24  table of contents.  So we'll go through each of these
25  here.  This is the letter to the Governor.
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 1      So voter and public education, as of every
 2  year, we just need to provide information to the public
 3  regarding participation in the political process and
 4  how to stay informed throughout 2020.  And, you know,
 5  we've continued to leverage our voter education
 6  campaigns and social media outreach to accomplish this
 7  goal and, all in all, 2020 -- the 2020 election cycle
 8  brought a lot of challenges for, I think, everybody
 9  involved.  So we're just kind of going to go through
10  each of these to show some of the ways the Commission
11  was able to provide value to Arizona voters.
12      So, first, our Balloteer Voter Education
13  Campaign was multi-faceted.  We focused on election
14  education, logistics, independent voters, youth voters,
15  voter registration, early voting, including, you know,
16  some information regarding USPS delays that occurred
17  last year, election security, voting during COVID-19,
18  and just assisting voters and connecting them with this
19  information through all forms of media.  This was more
20  important than ever, especially considering we had, you
21  know, not only local elections, the PPE, Primary and
22  General elections, but all in the year of COVID.  So we
23  were able to help provide all the important dates
24  associated with each of these elections and everybody's
25  options for voting.
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 1      And a large part of our voter education
 2  outreach was creating the Voter Education Guide.  These
 3  guides are distributed to all registered -- or every
 4  household that has a registered voter in it.  The guide
 5  contains a 200-word statement and a picture of each
 6  statewide and legislative candidate.  We distributed
 7  about 2.2 million copies during the Primary and then
 8  another 2.2 million during the General.
 9      Out of, I believe, 173 eligible candidates,
10  169 submitted their statements, and for the General, it
11  was about 148 out of 151.  So we had about a 97 and 98
12  percent participation there, which, considering these
13  statements are voluntary, we were extremely pleased
14  that everyone decided to participate in that process --
15  or a lot of people.
16      And as part of our goal to continually
17  reach more and more voters, we produced the first ever
18  American Sign Language or ASL version of the guide.  We
19  did partner with the Arizona Commission for the Deaf
20  and Hard of Hearing, which helped us achieve a truly
21  fully accessible voter guide.  And as with prior years,
22  we also made the guide available in Spanish, html,
23  Navajo, audio and large print.
24      So grassroots outreach, along with
25  partnering with the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of
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 1  Hearing, in order to educate those who wanted to learn
 2  on how they could get involved, want to stay involved
 3  and keep learning about the process, Avery -- I mean,
 4  you guys have been here.  He's had a list this long
 5  every month of events he's attended.  So we just kind
 6  of brought it down to some of the more notable ones.
 7  And we'd, also, like to highlight just one particular
 8  is our partnership with the community -- or Mesa
 9  Community College's civic engagement team where Avery
10  has had a lot of opportunities to present and work on
11  projects with them, and we think it's a great
12  partnership.
13      Another core component of the Commission is
14  to continue to provide information to interested groups
15  and potential candidates through our trainings and
16  workshops, as well as through publications on our
17  website.
18      And so a big topic of 2020 was election
19  security and misinformation.  To help educate voters on
20  that process, we've developed multiple pages on our
21  website to help provide non-partisan information.  Some
22  of these pages included how election security works,
23  how to avoid misinformation in the first place and,
24  also, whether or not a Sharpie would count on your
25  ballot because that came in a big topic here.
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 1      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: This is awesome.  Julian,
 2  I love that page.
 3      MR. ARNDT: Okay.  Thank you.
 4      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: It's my favorite one.
 5      MR. ARNDT: And so, also, we had the U.S.
 6  Senate debate this year.  We sponsored that between
 7  Martha McSally and the challenger Mark Kelly, and it
 8  was one of the more hotly contested races in the U.S.
 9  PBS did receive the third highest ratings on any show
10  they've aired in the last two years with that.  We saw
11  about more than 750,000 people watch across all
12  platforms and tune into the 90-minute debate.
13      And, then, so for our own debates, COVID
14  did kind of force our hand into going to a virtual
15  format, as with a lot of other things, but this
16  actually turned out to be a pretty successful model, as
17  we did see an average increase of about 60 percent from
18  the prior election cycles in the terms of viewers per
19  debate.
20      And a new feature we did implement was the
21  interactive Google Map which compiled all the ballot
22  drop boxes across the state and all the relevant
23  information along with those, such as hours of
24  operations, date and times, you know, they were open.
25  And we were able to list over 170 locations, and it was
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 1  utilized during both the Primary and General election.
 2  And we actually received over 400,000 views.  So we're
 3  pretty proud of that one and, hopefully, it helped a
 4  lot of people, you know, kind of streamline their
 5  voting process and get their ballot in safely.
 6      Along with that, we saw a significant
 7  increase in engagement with voters online.  Utilizing
 8  social media and our website provided, you know, voters
 9  everything they need from, you know, registering to
10  vote all the way to casting your ballot, which, I
11  think, was especially necessary during the past year.
12      And if you do look at the charts below, you
13  can see we were able to garner a lot of views on our
14  YouTube videos during the election cycles.  We had a
15  nice increase in 2020, and then we, also, saw a huge
16  jump in users coming to our website.  And with only --
17  out of 1.2 million users, 99 -- or almost 99 percent of
18  them were new to the Clean Elections page.  So,
19  hopefully, you know, without everything going on, a lot
20  of people are coming here to get a good source of
21  information.
22      And so for financial, as always, Commission
23  revenue comes from, you know, a 10 percent surcharge on
24  civil penalties and criminal fines.  The majority of
25  revenue, you can see, was court assessments last year,
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 1  and we have our expenditure cap and administration and
 2  public education caps, as well, down there.
 3      So candidate summary, out of 173 candidates
 4  during the Primary that sought statewide and
 5  legislative offices, 37 of those participated in Clean
 6  Elections, and for the General, out of 151, 32 were
 7  participating candidates.  So we saw about a 21 percent
 8  participation rate for both elections.  And in 2020, we
 9  did distribute a bit more than 2.8 million for Clean
10  Elections funding.
11      For -- candidates always have the option
12  during the cycle to reallocate their funds.  So in
13  2020, candidates would normally receive $18,121 in
14  funding for the Primary.  Candidates who are eligible
15  and choose to reallocate received $27,182 for the
16  Primary and, basically, those just switch.  You're only
17  eligible to do that if you are in a one-party dominant
18  district, you are in that party, and you have a
19  contested primary election.
20      So during the 2020 cycle, the Commission
21  did resolve two complaints.  And then, also, another
22  highlight here is just we did conduct 40 audits.  Every
23  participating candidate was audited.  And for
24  rulemaking and legislation, we did begin -- in 2019, we
25  began implementing Prop 306.  So this was the first
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 1  election cycle we had that rule implemented.  And,
 2  also, in 2020, we did not make any amendments to any
 3  rules.
 4      For legislation, the legislature last year
 5  did get cut short, but we did, you know, try to oppose
 6  any efforts to defund or eliminate the Clean Elections
 7  Act, you know, anything that had to deal with amending
 8  or superseding the Act or diverting funds from the Act
 9  or our purpose and any attempts to limit the power of
10  the Commission to enforce the Act and support, you
11  know, election law reforms and improvements to voter
12  education and access.
13      So looking forward to 2021, we will
14  continue our voter education efforts by offering voters
15  a comprehensive education plan.  It focuses on how to
16  participate in the electoral process, you know, staying
17  informed and the importance of voting in local
18  elections.  One thing to highlight here is every decade
19  states redistrict based on the census, and so that
20  process is underway right now.  And we will continue to
21  update our website and keep voters informed of what's
22  happening with that.
23      And for a preview of the 2022 cycle, the
24  midterms will have all statewide offices on the ballot.
25  So you can see right below that for candidate
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 1  information, those are all the offices that should be
 2  on the ballot, and those will be the amounts of $5
 3  contributions they will need to collect to qualify for
 4  funding.
 5      And with that, we just have the
 6  Commissioners and staff here and some biographies, and
 7  that's the end of my presentation and report.  So I'm
 8  open to any questions if you do have them.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Wonderful.
10      MR. ARNDT: Thank you.
11      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Does anyone have any
12  questions or comments?
13      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Madam Chair, this is
14  Commissioner Kimble.
15      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Kimble?
16      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Julian, this is all
17  very, very impressive.  Thank you very much.  I wanted
18  to ask you about one thing on page 12.
19      MR. ARNDT: Uh-huh.
20      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: It says the following
21  pages list the candidates for statewide and legislative
22  office who raised funds and qualify for the ballot, and
23  then I don't see any listing on the following pages.
24      MR. ARNDT: Yes.  So Madam Chair,
25  Commissioner Kimble, that was -- that was just a
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 1  mistake including that on my part.  That was from the
 2  2018 presentation, and this year we did have some
 3  issues with the SOS list getting updated properly.  I'm
 4  not sure if there was some glitches.  We had to have
 5  them manually update that, at times, so I didn't feel
 6  100 percent confident in including that in the report.
 7  So that's why I took that out there, and that's why you
 8  don't see that.
 9      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay.  Okay.  So
10  should you take out where it says the following pages
11  list the candidates?
12      MR. ARNDT: Yes.  I already have, yeah.
13      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Oh, okay.
14      MR. ARNDT: Yeah.  So the one for the final
15  copy that will be sent out, I won't have that included.
16      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay.  Okay.  Thanks,
17  Julian.  This is very, very good.
18      MR. ARNDT: Okay.  Thank you.
19      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Good catch, both of you.
20      Any other comments or questions for Julian?
21  I don't see everybody, so speak up if you do.
22      (No response.)
23      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  I don't hear
24  anybody.
25      Well, thank you so much, Julian, and thank
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 1  you to Avery, Mike and Paula, as well, for putting all
 2  this together.
 3      And, Alec, I love the artwork on the cover.
 4  That's beautiful.
 5      So if there is no further discussion, I'll
 6  entertain a motion to adopt the annual report, the
 7  final version with that piece taken out, I guess,
 8  Julian, right --
 9      MR. ARNDT: Yes.
10      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: -- as presented by staff.
11      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Motion to approve.
12      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
13      COMMISSIONER TITLA: This is Commissioner
14  Titla.
15      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.
16      Is there a second?
17      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Commissioner Kimble.
18  I'll second.
19      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you, Commissioner
20  Kimble.
21      All right.  We have a motion and a second
22  and I will call the roll.
23      Commissioner Titla, how do you vote?
24      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Aye.
25      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Meyer?
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 1      COMMISSIONER MEYER: Aye.
 2      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Kimble?
 3      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.
 4      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Paton?
 5      (No response.)
 6      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Paton, how
 7  do you vote to adopt --
 8      COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.
 9      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.  And I vote
10  aye.
11      And I believe that is five ayes and zero
12  nays to adopt the annual report, 2020 annual report.
13      So moving on to Item V, does any member of
14  the public wish to make comments at this time?  We have
15  a few members of the public, I think.
16      Is Rivko still here?
17      Hi, Rivko.  So nice to see your face.
18      MS. KNOX: Thank you.  Thank you,
19  Commissioners and Staff.  A pleasure listening to this
20  meeting.  I have been watching all of them, obviously,
21  or -- yeah, watching them and reporting to the League
22  board.
23      I really appreciated, Commissioner Kimble,
24  your mentioning the editorial because I thought it was
25  a very well-written and a very appropriate one.  The
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 1  League has continued, through our efficacy committee,
 2  of which I am not the lobbyist of the League -- for the
 3  League anymore at the legislature, but we do have
 4  people using RTFs or, you know, a system where you can
 5  actually speak at meetings now on a number of the
 6  voting bills.  And we are as concerned about them as a
 7  number of you have mentioned, and we have been
 8  educating our members and the public at large about the
 9  serious negative impacts on voting and elections and
10  registration on a voting, if some of them should pass.
11      So it is wonderful to hear that the
12  Commissioners -- I'm not surprised, but that are kind
13  of gravely concerned, as well.  I think, without a
14  doubt, we would consider most of these bills voter
15  suppression, as Commissioner Titla said.  So we are
16  just out there trying to do what we can, and I would
17  appreciate if anybody wants to let me know of the
18  status of conversations that you can let me know, to
19  what extent it needs to be -- it can be shared with
20  League leadership and which it could not, and that's
21  perfectly okay -- what are the chances of some of the
22  bills because, again, they are of grave concern to us.
23      Nobody mentioned so far, because I don't
24  think it directly -- well, maybe it would impact in the
25  sense of voter registration, but there's another one.
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 1  There's so many.  It's hard to keep track, but one that
 2  would require any group that registers voters to get a
 3  unique identifier.  And if a registration form is
 4  turned in that does not have it, it would not count.
 5      And we're not -- as a matter of fact,
 6  Maricopa -- well, we'll work with the Secretary of
 7  State to get a special I.D. because we wanted to track
 8  how many voter registrations we did, but the impact of
 9  not counting a registration form, not considering it
10  valid if it did not have an I.D. number, is also a very
11  disturbing one.  So there's just so many for us to
12  fight on.
13      And it is good to see you all, and I've
14  been seeing you whether you see me or not.  So thank
15  you.  I think I will shut off my video and mute myself
16  one more time.  Thank you, all.
17      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you so much.  It's
18  such a pleasure to see you.
19      Anyone have any -- anything to say to
20  Ms. Knox?
21      (No response.)
22      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  And does any other
23  member of the public wish to speak?
24      (No response.)
25      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: All right.  You may,
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 1  also, send comments to the Commission by mail or email
 2  at ccec@azcleanelections.gov.
 3      And with that, we can move on to Item VI:
 4  Motion to adjourn.  And, at this time, I would
 5  entertain a motion.
 6      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Madam Chair --
 7      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Motion --
 8      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: -- this is
 9  Commissioner Kimble.
10      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  Did I hear a
11  motion from -- I think I heard a motion from
12  Commissioner Titla.
13      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Yeah, I'll second.
14  I'll second that motion.
15      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Oh.
16      COMMISSIONER MEYER: I'll second
17  Commissioner Titla's motion to adjourn the meeting.
18      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Okay.  So we have a
19  motion and a second, and I'll go ahead and call the
20  roll.
21      Commissioner Titla, how do you vote?
22      COMMISSIONER TITLA: Aye.
23      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: All right.  Commissioner
24  Meyer?
25      COMMISSIONER MEYER: Aye.
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 1      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Kimble?
 2      COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.
 3      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Commissioner Paton?
 4      (No response.)
 5      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: We couldn't hear you.
 6      COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.
 7      CHAIRWOMAN CHAN: Thank you.  And I vote
 8  aye.  And by your votes of five ayes and zero nays, we
 9  are adjourning the meeting, and we'll see you next
10  month.
11      Thanks, everyone.
12      (Whereupon, the proceedings concluded at
13      10:40 a.m.)
14  
15  
16  
17  
18  
19  
20  
21  
22  
23  
24  
25  
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 1  STATE OF ARIZONA     )
   
 2  COUNTY OF MARICOPA   )
   
 3              BE IT KNOWN the foregoing proceedings were
   
 4  taken by me; that I was then and there a Certified
   
 5  Reporter of the State of Arizona, and by virtue thereof
   
 6  authorized to administer an oath; that the proceedings
   
 7  were taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter
   
 8  transcribed into typewriting under my direction; that
   
 9  the foregoing pages are a full, true, and accurate
   
10  transcript of all proceedings and testimony had and
   
11  adduced upon the taking of said proceedings, all done to
   
12  the best of my skill and ability.
   
13              I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way
   
14  related to nor employed by any of the parties thereto
   
15  nor am I in any way interested in the outcome hereof.
   
16              DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 27th day of
   
17  February, 2021.
   
18 
   
19                       ______________________________
                         LILIA MONARREZ, RPR, CR #50699
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
   
24 
   
25 
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