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; o e S e T 919 1 discussion and possible action on minutes for the
3 January 27, 2022, at the State of Ari zt.Jna, CI ean g ?neecglnr?gs %?’rﬁ?ﬁatrgse’stlgg(cﬁsgyrﬂles‘cU$lon on those
4 Elections Commission, 1616 West Adams, Conference Room 4 COM M |SS| ON ER CHAN Mr. Chairman, | move that
5 Phoenix, Arizona, in the presence of the follow ng 5 Wwe approve the minutes as written.
6 Board Members: _ 6 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: | have amotion to approve
7 & ”]((G:E i Meyer, Chairperson | 7 theminutes. |sthere asecond?
8 : e 'Pat on 8 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Thisis
1o OTHERS PRESET o “CHAIRVAN MEY ER: oxer We e
" ThBrmFaMThoo %80% | VE? % Cceo 10 . ' . Okay. We aveamotlonlto
MK i g rect oeer 111 app_rovethe minutes, it's been moved and seconded. I'm
12 G 18, Rperie, Vet Bkt jon B8t or 12 going o tekeaaroll cal vote now, and well start
13 a :“Ks\r "o, Al R ot ey Gehersy | 13 WIth Commissioner Chan. How do you vote?
14 Kyl 69@ o' Stan} tor,\gay Spneral |14 COMMISSIONER CHAN: | vote aye.
15 fstina Otr)pg 0! % Ler . 15 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Kimble.
16 Ri vtkb)yKnmr(rI ¥ ber off the Public 16 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye
17 17 CHAIRMAN MEYER: Commissioner Paton.
18 18 COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.
19 19 CHAIRMAN MEYER: All right. And | vote aye
20 20 aswell, so that motion carries four to zero.
21 21 Movingright along to Item No. I11 on the
22 22 agenda, discussion and possible action on Executive
23 23 Director's report, enforcement and regulatory updates,
24 24 and legidlative update. I'll turnit over to you, Tom,
5 25 to share al the good news.
Page 3 Page 5
1 PROCEEDING 1 MR.COLLINS: Okay. Thank you, Chairman,
2 2 Commissioners. Happy new year.
3  CHAIRMAN MEYER: Good morning. Thisis | 3 MS. HERRING: Tom.
4 Damien Meyer, Chairperson for 2022, first meeting. | 4 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Tom, if you could turn your
5 We're going to go ahead and call this meeting to order. | 5 volume up alittle bit. We can't really hear you.
6 Itis9:31, January 27th, 2022. 6 MR.COLLINS: Let metry this. Canyou hear
7 I'dlike to ask any audience members to 7 menow?
8 please keep your screens -- your microphonesonmute, | 8 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: We can.
9 please, aswe're doing this by Zoom till. 9 MR. COLLINS: Okay. All right.
10  Andwith that, we'll take attendance. 10 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Now you might need to turn
11 Commissioners, please go ahead and identify yourselves |11 it down alittle. It'slike Goldilocks.
12 for therecord. Go ahead, Commissioner Chan. |12 MR. COLLINS: All right. Different, same?
13 COMMISSIONER CHAN: Oh, all right. Hi. |13 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Maybeit'sme. I'll turn
14 Amy Chan here for the meeting. Good morning. |14 mine down.
15 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mak Kimbleisalso |15 ~ MR. COLLINS: All right. So asyou can see
16 here. 16 from the report that we have on the voter education
17 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Paton. Youre |17 front, folks, Avery and Ginaand -- aswell as Julian
18 on mute, Commissioner Paton. 18 and Alec redlly and -- have -- have kept up afull
19 COMMISSIONER PATON: I'mhere. GalenPaton. |19 slate of various meetings with organizations around the
20 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you. 20 state. | think it was good to see that the, you
21 | do not see Commissioner Titlaon my screen. |21 know -- you know, that our -- our staff and Avery were
22 Ishein attendance? | see Tom Collinssaying no. |22 able to meet with the redistricting commission chair.
23 Okay. So we have four Commissioners. Good to see |23 | think that was a helpful thing. And | think that,
24 everybody. 24 you know, continuing also to work and reach out to the
25 WEIl move onto Agendaltem No. II, whichis |25 Maricopa County Recorder's Office | think is-- | think
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isavery, very good and helpful sign. | don't want to
belabor too much of voter education, because Gina's
presentation will get into that this -- today.

You al received, after our December meeting,
| believe, aletter from the Auditor General's Office
approving our audit under 16-949, so we're pleased with
that. And, you know, not that they're here, but | will
say that working with the Auditor General's Office was
great. | think that they had a -- you know, it was
very efficient, good questions. And Mike and Paula
were, you know, really helpful in making sure that they
got the information that they needed.

Couple of quick notes. One of the legal
matters that's been on the legal matterslist for a
long time, we got at least an opinion from the Court of
Appeals. That's later in the Agenda.

And then we have one rule that we passed --
you all passed on -- on December 16th that's pending at
the Governor's Regulatory Review Council. We had their
study session on Tuesday and it went well, so we're
hopeful that that will -- that will be positive next
week, Tuesday, when they meet.

Y ou can -- you can see Julian has put
together a comprehensive report on a number of
election-related bills that have been introduced.
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focus our conversation about later in the agenda.

Y ou know, there are bills to eliminate drop
boxes for ballots. There are bills -- there's one bill
that was introduced yesterday, although it hasn't yet
been assigned, that does, well, awhole heck of alot
of stuff, including, you know, having hand counts over
machine counts and eliminating, for all intents and
purposes, early voting and eliminating the County --
County Recorders from the election process, et cetera.

So there's another bill that does -- getsrid
of mail voting, voting by mail, ballot by mail at the
city level. Sothere'sjust -- therereally -- if
there's atouch point in the election process, there's
abill about it right now, istheway | put it.

We haven't seen as many bills on the campaign
finance front yet. But in thislegidatureif there's
one thing that they've done, we've seen repeatedly over
the course of the last, you know, five or six years, is
that campaign finance bills get introduced | ate, either
on the last day to introduce bills or the last day to
hear strikersin the house of origin. So there's -- we
usually don't know about what's coming there until
quite late in the process.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Any Commissioners have any
guestions on the report?
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WEe'll talk more about that, | think, in the legidlative
section. Again, | want to kind of get to the -- we
have kind of alot of business ahead of us. But we --
Julian does compile this on an ongoing basis, and --
and what we'll probably do hereis start sending it
out, | think, on a-- on aweekly basisis what we did
last session. So anyway, so that's there. If you have
guestions about that, obviously here we can talk about
them, but we also have a specific item noticed on
legislative stuff.

So with that, Mr. Chairman, Commissioners, if
you have -- you don't have any questions, that
concludes my -- my report.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you. Asfar asthe
chart of al the billsin progress, thank you for
preparing that, are there any that you feel kind of
need to highlight for us or make us aware of or are we
there yet on that?

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chair, Commissioners, |
think that the -- from a-- from an election
perspective, | think that the bills related to, you
know, reworking the election process, there's a --
there'sa-- there'savariety of billson avariety of
different scales. And so, you know, | think that -- |
think that those bills are what | think we want to
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COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Yes, Commissioner Chan.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: I just wanted to say, as
agenera kind of statement, that I'm very concerned
with the things that we're seeing at the legislature
right now being introduced and even heard in -- in
committee. And, you know, | saw that, | think it was
yesterday or the day before, there were literal --
there was aliteral Nazi on the Capitol grounds, who
Speaker Bowers subsequently barred from the House
building.

But | feel likethisisjust more-- I'm very
concerned that we are continuing to move in the wrong
direction asfar as voter rights and -- and seeing a
lot of voter supression ideas that the majority of the
legislature seem to support. And they have these folks
who are -- seeing that guy literaly doing the Nazi
salute, | guess, was just kind of emblematic of the
whole problem to me. | mean, when you have those kinds
of people supporting these voter suppression tactics,
it's-- that kind of tells me everything | need to know
about, okay, if you're on the side of voter supression,
maybe you need to look at yourself.

So | -- | just think that every year it just
seems more and more important to keep on top of all
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this stuff. And even if we don't have a huge voice at
the legidlature, hopefully we can speak up against
bills as they are assigned to and heard in committee
and -- and make our support or not support known.

So that'sit. Just kind of ageneral
statement, | guess, but | just wanted to highlight that
because | find it all very, very disturbing.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you, Commissioner
Chan. And we are going to discussthat issue alittle
later in the Agenda, but | appreciate you bringing that
up now.

Any other Commissioners -- Commissioner
Kimble or Commissioner Paton, do you have any questions
or thoughts?

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Kimble.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Tom, I see here under
enforcement, The Power of Fivesis pending. Any idea
when that will come back to us?

MR. COLLINS: Commissioner Kimble -- Chairman
Meyer, Commissioner Kimble, | -- | don't know the
answer to that question. Thereisa--1can--1 can
say, with respect to the lawsuit, we had a standard,
you know, preliminary meeting among the lawyersin
December. The -- there will come atime here, probably
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to avoid talking about the enforcement in this context.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Thank you, Tom.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: No, nothing.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay. Thank you.

Are there any comments from the audience at
this time on the Executive Director's report? If so,
can you please signal the Zoom moderator.

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: I'm not seeing any, so well
go ahead and move forward with Agenda ltem No. 1V,
which is discussion -- excuse me -- discussion and
possible action on proposed meeting dates for February
through July of 2022.

Commissioners, everyone should have had a
chance to read the dates that Paula Thomas has
proposed. Unlessthere's any discussion, I'll
entertain amotion. But do we -- do we have final
dates? Because | know on some of those there were
options. Do we -- was there afinal -- final datein
the materialsthat | perhaps missed?

MS. THOMAS: Chairman Meyer, Commissioners,
the dates that are proposed are the final ones based on
aquorum | could secure of what was provided to me
directly.
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in the next probably 30 to 60 days, where we will be
more engaged in the lawsuit aspect of this. | think
that that will be -- and then -- and then we will work
with, you know, with the AG's office and our
representation there, Kara and Kyle, to -- to make sure
that issueis handled. With respect to the enforcement
action, without TPOF here, | really don't have anything
I'm in aposition to -- to offer.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay. My only concern
was, whichever way this goes, it seems like, with the
elections coming up, | don't want to put either sidein
the position of not knowing where they stand. So | --
| hope it's something that we can resolve, one way or
the other, before the elections really get -- get
going.

MR. COLLINS: With -- Chairman Meyer,
Commissioner Kimble, with respect to the -- with
respect to the lawsuit, | think that we'rein a
position where | think our positionis-- is clear, and
| think that we're communicating that consistently to
all people involved, but --

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Yeah, | was-- | was
talking mostly about the enforcement action.

MR. COLLINS: | am -- Chairman Meyer,
Commissioner Kimble, yes, and | am trying assiduously
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CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: well, Mr. Chairman,
they're -- they're dl listed in the -- in the e-mail,
not as an attachment, but --

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay. All right. Can |
have a motion on the dates for the meetings?

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chairman, | - |
move that we approve the following meeting dates:
February 24th, March 24th, April 28th, May 19th,
June 30th, and July 28th, 2022.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Isthere a second on that?

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman, I'll second
that motion.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. Wehave afirst and a
second. Well go ahead and call theroll in the vote,
starting with Commissioner Chan. How do you vote?

COMMISSIONER CHAN: | vote aye.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Kimble.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: And I'll vote aye as well.
So the motion passes unanimously, and we have our
meeting dates set for the first half of the year.

Okay. Agendaltem No. V, discussion and

Coash & Coash, Inc.

(3) Pages 10- 13

602-258-1440 www.coashandcoash.com



The State of Arizona
Citizens Clean Election Commission

Public Meeting

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

Page 14

possible action on the 2022 Voter Education Plan. Each
year the Commission has adopted a Voter Education Plan
designed to promote participation and increase
confidence of voters by providing them information on
elections and candidates. Aswe know, that's becoming
more and more challenging in thesetimes. So 2022 is
an important election year in which ailmost all of our
statewide offices are on the ballot, including
Governor, Attorney General, and Secretary of State.

With that, Gina Roberts is going to present
our education plan for the day. Gina, you have the
floor.

MS. ROBERTS: Thank you, Chairman Meyer.
Good morning, Commissioners. Asthe Chairman
mentioned, 2022 will be a big election year for the
state of Arizona because we do have all of our
statewides on the ballot, so --

With metoday | also have Christina Borrego
and Christina Stone, who are with Riester. Riester is
our partner that we've been partners with for several
years now to execute our Voter Education Plan. So if
necessary, | may call on -- on one of them to -- to
speak. And also, of course, we have Avery too, who's
part of the voter education team. So | may need to
defer to one of them throughout the presentation, so |
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registration stats, which were in October of 2021. |
went ahead and | included the stats from the 2020
general election aswell just so we can kind of see
what the growth looks like overall -- or, actualy,
maybe not growth in some of the areas -- the
differences, | should say.

But you can see there's not too many -- not
much of abig difference. We do continue to see that
our other voters, that OTH category, which iswhat we
consider independents, anybody who is not affiliated --
affiliated with arecognized party, that continues to
be one of our highest voting blocks in the state, so
those numbers do keep growing. So again, overall,
across the state of Arizonawe've got about 4.3 million
registered voters.

Just as areminder for how turnout looked in
the state for the 2020 general election, it was pretty
great. We -- we broke records. We had one of the
highest turnouts that we've had in decades, where we
almost hit that 80 percent mark statewide, and | -- for
the general election. And | think that's very
impressive because, as we know, voters had alot of
challenges that they had to overcome in 2020, including
being -- COVID. And so it's great to see that the
numbers keep rising in terms of turnout. So | wanted
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just wanted to make those introductions.

And | have a presentation here, so | will go
ahead and share my screen. And | can pull up my
PowerPoint. Let's see here. Share. Okay. Unless
somebody tells me otherwise, | will assume you can see
it

Okay. So | wanted to start by giving a
little --

You can see it?

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Yes.

MS. ROBERTS: Thank you.

| wanted to start by giving sort of alay of
the land of what the Arizona electorate looks like. As
we know, we have 15 counties here in our state, and
each county runs the election directly there. So
depending on the county you're in, you may have a
dightly different voting experience. Perhapsyou're
in a county that uses vote centers, as opposed to a
county that uses precinct-based polling places. And
then, of course, there are the considerations between a
rural voter and an urban voter.

So looking at the current voter registration
statistics, | wanted to showcase where we are today.
We've got about 4.3 million registered votersin the
state, and thisis according to the latest voter
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to share that, because we want to continue to see that
trend. We want those numbers to keep climbing.

| do think it'simportant to talk about how
votersare voting. So in the 2020 general eection, of
the votes that were -- of the ballots that were cast,
89 percent were cast early. So really we're seeing
11 percent of our voters across the state are actually
showing up on election day. And thisisimportant
because it tells us when we need to be out there with
our voter education, how people are voting, you know.
It's not just an election day; it really isan election
season. Early voting starts 27 days before the
election. Obvioudly, if -- if there are changes that
come from the legidature that impact this, of course
we would make sure that we continue to educate voters
on what the applicable law is for them at that specific
election. But | do think it'simportant to share how
voters voted in the 2020 general election because it
tells us alot about when they're thinking about
voting.

| have thisinformation that | wanted to
share too. We don't have alot of data on Native
American voting turnout. That's not something that's
necessarily collected by the County. But this
information was available from the ASU Indian Legal
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Clinic, and | thought this was great as well because,
again, it shows that the numbers are rising.

So with the tribes that they list here, and
when we look at the difference in turnout compared from
2020 to the previous Presidential election year of
2016, we can see that we're, again, going in the right
direction. We're seeing that increase across the
tribes. Y ou know, one of them already -- let's see.
The Pascua Y aqui Tribe had a 19 percent increase -- or,
I'm sorry. | read the wrong one. The Kaibab Paiute
Tribe had a 19 percent increase.

And so | -- | thought this was important
because Native American outreach is a part of our Voter
Education Plan every year, and, you know, those
particular communities have certain challenges that,
you know, perhaps somebody in metro Phoenix wouldn't
have, such asthe issue of nonstandard addresses, you
know, being able to collect their mail when, you know,
it comesto early voting, traveling, transportation,
WiFi even, the ability to access election information
if they can't get agood signal. So all of those
things are considerations as we develop our Voter
Education Plan, but | thought it was important to share
these statistics with you because, again, it shows that
we're going in the right direction in terms of turnout.
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around that 80 percent, 82 percent marker.

So it's definitely anincrease. We're
definitely increasing in the amount of people who
choose to cast their ballot early, as opposed to
visiting the polls on election day. You know, and
again, could that be -- could that rise for the 2020
general election be attributed to the pandemic? |
think that's alogical assumption to make. But Arizona
has had ballot by mail for three decades now. It's
what voters are using. There's aways a higher amount
of people who are voting early than they are coming out
on election day.

Y ou know, when we look into talking to voters
about why they choose that method, it ends up being a
matter of convenience. That's what we hear in our
focus groups. Y ou know, they have thetime. They have
the -- and it's not just the time where, oh, you know,
| have to go on election day and | don't want to stand
in line, but the -- taking the time to consider the
candidates and the issues on their ballot aswell. You
know, sometimes they like to vote with their family
members. They'll sit at the kitchen table because they
like to get the opinions of their family members. So
we hear alot of different reasons, but it really comes
down to it's amatter of convenience for that voter to
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The other thing that | wanted to show that
we --

CHAIRMAN MEYER: I'm sorry, Gina. Sorry to
interrupt you. Can we go back one slide where it had
the voter -- yes, thisone. So | had aquick question,
asit looks like over 80 percent is early voter,
probably more closer to 85 or 90 percent is early
voters.

MS. ROBERTS: 89 percent of the ballots cast
were cast early. So that includes emergency early
voting, early voting in person, and ballot by mail.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: so my question was, if you
know, and if we don't know, I'd be interested to know,
how does that compare to 2016, when there wasn't a
pandemic? Isit similar or isit -- isit more early
voting because -- probably because of the pandemic?

MS. ROBERTS: | would say that there was
definitely an increase and -- but | wouldn't say it's
very significant. Asawhole, the amount of voters who
are on the active early voting list, who automatically
get their ballot by mail for every election, were
almost at 80 percent, about 79 percent in -- in the
state of Arizona. Asfar asthe ballots that were
actually cast in the 2016 general election, if | recall
off the top of my head, | want to say it was, again,
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be able to have their ballot at home, and when they
have the time, sit down with it and, you know, whatever
their processis, they get to doit.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: And | just -- | just want to
put apinin thisbecause -- and | think we're going to
talk about thislater, and | -- thisis, | think,
obvious to the Commissioners, but, you know, one of
these billswould -- would not alow early voting, so
we're talking about processing, you know, three and a
half million votesin one day, and logistically is that
possible with voting machines tabulating this and much
lessahand count. So | just wanted to raise that as
some logistical issues we might need to discuss when we
talk about the current legidlation later.

Thank you, Gina.

MS. ROBERTS: Thank you, Chairman Meyer. And
yes, interms of -- there's definitely several
components there when we talk about the administration
of elections, but with consideration of those bills,
there definitely would be an impact when it comes to
voter education.

Okay. Onthisdlide herel aso wanted to
showcase -- we do youth voter education and outreach,
and we also have some civic education that you'll see
in our plan aswell too. And so what this slide shows
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here -- and thisis datathat | pulled from the Census,
the U.S. Census Bureau. It'sin their current
population survey. And so thisis self-reported data,
but it showcases the comparison of educational
attainment for a voter, how high they go, how far they
advance with their education, and the comparison to the
percent voted.

S0 as you can see, the higher this particular
demographic is, so an advanced degree or bachelor's
degree, the higher percentage that we'll see within
that particular demographic of them actually turning
out to vote. And so | think thisisimportant too as
we consider our youth voter outreach, as we go into
classrooms, our civics curriculums. 'Y ou know, we know
that if we can get kids excited about voting, you know,
we have a greater chance of developing that lifelong
voter.

Going on into that same vein, when we look at
the demographics for 18 to 24-year-olds, they continue
to be the lowest turnout for their age group. So when
welook at, if we're -- if we're doing applesto
apples, so the 2016 presidential election to 2020, we
can see that they are still the lowest percentage
turnout. 2018 would be amidterm, so we naturally see
lower turnout in our midterm elections. But again, 18

© 00N O WNP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 24

refrained from participating mainly for the lack of
information and resources, and that results in them not
feeling knowledgeable or confident in the process. So
thisis something that we've -- we've known for a
while, right. Voters need to have the information that
they need so that they can cast their ballot, but cast
it confidently. Confidenceisakey issuethere. An
informed voter is an empowered voter, and that's, you
know, kind of our motto that we've been going with. We
need to make sure that voters -- one, that the
information is available, but they know where to get
it, they know where to get trusted election
information, especially in this day and age of
misinformation.

Additionally, some of the insights that we
found were how voters interact when they're researching
their election information. And we know that Google,
it really dominates how people are getting their
election information. And | think it's important to
remember that Google is a search engine, it is not
technically aresource, and, you know, you can pay to
be the top link that shows up on your Google search
results.

And so | think with this comes the need for
media literacy too, especially when we're talking about
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to 24-year-olds, they do have that lowest turnout for
their particular age group. And so, again, thisis,
you know, al the more reason why -- why we felt we
need to continue with our youth voter education
program.

So that kind of gives usthe lay of theland
of the numbers of Arizona's electorate. When we
develop our Voter Education Plans, typically what the
Commission has invested in, in odd-number years, iswe
do research. We want to make sure that we have a good
understanding of where voters -- where their minds are
at, what they tell usthat they need so that they can
participate in the political process.

So working with Riester, we -- we did a
post-general election survey where we went out and we
put a survey out to voters, and we aso held focus
groups. And we wanted to talk to them again to get a
better understanding of how their election experience
was, how confident they feel about voting and the
voting process. We have alot of datathat isthe
basisfor our Voter Education Plan that I'll -- I'll
share with you shortly, but there are a couple of
highlights that | wanted to share.

In particular, only athird felt extremely
knowledgeable about voting. And with that, nonvoters
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educating our youth voters, but that also goes for --
for adult voters as well, youth voters, you know,
future voters. But this aso showcases the need to
have media literacy so you understand the source of
your election information. And again, | bring this up
because of misinformation.

So it'simportant that voters know that they
can go to Clean Elections, that they know who our
agency is, our brand, that we are the state's
nonpartisan voter education agency, so that they can
trust the information that they're getting. They need
to know that they can go to our -- their 15 county
recorder's and election offices.

Additionally, one of the highlights hereis
that young people -- young people have told us that
they don't feel that they are receiving adequate
education about the election process, including kind of
what to expect at the polls. We were talking with
voters and, you know, this young person indicated, you
know, we hear alot about, oh, you need to get
registered, you need to do this, but they don't ever
actually walk you through how, you know, and sometimes
that can be intimidating, or what to expect when you go
to the polls. So we -- we know that we need to kind of
fill the void here and make sure that we offer this
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type of education.

So in addition to the post-general election
research, we also recently partnered with OH Insights
to conduct a survey across the state, and we did that
this past December. Now, the purpose of the research
that we did with Riester was, again, to get a better
understanding of voters and how they felt about voter
education and being informed and what do they need to
learn about.

This particular survey is geared more towards
connecting voters and the candidates and the issues.
So we did an online survey, and what we wanted to do
was ask voters across the state, okay, what are the
issues that are important to you that you want to hear
candidates talk about. And the purpose for thiswasto
drive the discussion behind our debates. So we wanted
to utilize the data from this research to drive the
discussion and -- and give our moderators an idea of
what the voters are looking for, but also use it to
pick interests with both the votersin their district
and the candidates that are running to showcase, hey,
these are what the votersin this area are saying are
important to them. So, candidates and voters, you
know, come to the Clean Elections debate so that you
can address these issues directly.
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standards that we would expect, right, jobs, economy,
healthcare, education. And the difference between
wanting to know and needing to know, you know, we
really wanted to drill down what was truly important to
you. So peoplewould talk about, okay, yes, you know,

| want -- thisis an important issue. | want to know

about, you know, healthcare issues, but what | really
need to know about within that particular issueis, you

know, what is the State doing about COVID, that kind of
thing. Same with education. So, you know, when | say

education is important to me, am | talking about, you
know, dollars being allocated to schools or, you know,

am | talking about, you know, critical race theory,

that type of thing. So we drill down deeper into what

those particular issues are.

And we have al of that data available; I'm
not going to go through it here. But | think it's --
what | wanted to redlly clarify hereisthat we drill
it down by political affiliation, by topic, the issues
within the topic, and then we also do a regional
analysis. And | think that's really important for our
debates. Because we know that what's important to a
voter, let's say, who livesin Apache County is maybe
not going to be, you know, on the same level of what
our votersin the city of Phoenix are -- are saying
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So some of the key takeaways from this survey
was, in regards to the issues, we know that day-to-day
items, issues dominate the topics voters want to hear
about. And while those issues can go across the
political ideologies here, we drill down deeper to see
specifically what those issues within those topics are
asthey go across the political affiliation.

So, for example here, when we talk about
issues -- so Democratic primary voters wanted to hear
positions on minimum wage, whereas our GOP voters want
to hear about taxes, al under that main issue of the
economy, of jobs and economy, so we drill down into
those different nuances. And that's important for our
primary election debates, again, so we have a better
understanding of what the voters want to discuss.

Another key takeaway from this survey was
that voters get their information from TV. So we know
alot of voters -- we know that that's one of the
primary sources. And so it'simportant that Clean
Elections also has apresenceon TV aswell, on
broadcast, so we can make sure we're meeting voters
where they are.

Thisisan idea-- thisgives you an idea,
this survey too, with some of the issues that we
discussed. So you'll see, you know, some of the
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that are important to them. So we have aregiond
analysis as well too that will, again, drive the

discussion on our debate -- not just our debates, but
also our Candidate Compass Tool as well, and possibly
the Voter Guide. So we feel that that was important
research to, again, connect the voter to -- and the
candidates about the issues that are important to them.

So as we mentioned -- we aready talked a
little bit about what will be on the ballot. It's our
midterms, so all of the statewides will be there.
WEe'll have our judicial retention elections, of course,
in November, ballot propositions, local elections as
well, and then, of course, our federal elections. We
have our one U.S. Senate seat that will be open, and
then we have our nine congressional districts that will
be open aswell. And again, that's nine. We did not
get the tenth seat from redistricting. So we will have
those federal elections on the ballot too.

So afew more things that | wanted to share
for considerations before we jump into the specifics of
the plan. We talked about thisalittle bit already,
misinformation and disinformation. Thiswas a big
issue in the 2020 election cycle. | actually wanted to
just kind of go back to the basics here, because | feel
like these words are used a lot and maybe out of
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context alot. Misinformation would be information
that is spread regardless of whether there's an intent
to misead. So maybe somebody isjust uninformed, you
know, or they don't quite understand the process. And
of course disinformation, that's where we do have that
intent to mislead, so it is specifically trying to put
incorrect information out there.

And again, thisis where we attribute the
need for medialiteracy. So Avery doesalot of this
in his grassroots outreach, the presentations that he
gives, you know, when we talk about where to go and
find officia election information. We want to make
sure that we are empowering voters with the tools so
that they know where they can get that trusted
information from, such as looking for a dot gov and
making sure that the websites that you go to are from
an official source.

Because of misinformation and disinformation,
perceptions have changed, and so, you know, thisiswhy
we fedl that voter education is more important now than
ever. Again, going back to an informed voter isan
empowered voter. So really not much changed during the
election administration of 2020. Obviously, our
election officials had to make some adjustments based
off of the pandemic, off of COVID, but no laws or
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was a doubled amount of what we saw in 2018.
So why isthat important? This-- thispie
chart here shows you what we spend in terms of our
media dollars compared to what was spent in 2020 over
all the palitical dollars, and you'll seeit'sadrop
in the bucket. So we were at .9 percent in comparison
of all of the other media dollars that were spent
there. Thisisimportant because we know that, you
know, you have to pay to be heard when it comesto paid
media. There's-- you know, there's ot of competition
out there. We've gotten bumped before in some of our
TV ads and we've had to move those dollars into other
media buckets. So we have to make sure that we are
prepared for things like that and that we know that our
Voter Education Plan needs to be comprehensive, that it
doesn't just rely on paid media to get the word oui.
So that'swhy you'll see alot of those
grassroots efforts. Again, the work that Avery and
Alec do is so important because it's connecting voters
to the information outside of paid media ads. But of
course, we still need to do paid media, that's
definitely an important resource for us, but our budget
has not changed over the years. We continue to operate
off of the same paid media budget. And that is set by
statute, of course. But while our budget hasn't
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procedures were -- were really changed. And so, again,
it comes back down to the perception of elections.
And, you know, we've -- since the 2016 election, our
election officials have dealt with challenges, such as,
you know, foreign influence. Again, we're seeing, you
know, things going viral on social media asit pertains
to misinformation. And so al of these things can chip
away at the public trust of the electoral process. And
so not only do we want to provide voter education on
the logistics of voting, but we also want to empower
the voter as well so we can build back that trust in
the system.

Okay. So one of the other thingsthat |
wanted to talk about, Riester provided this information
for us, isthat we -- some of the considerations that
we have to take into account when we're devel oping the
Voter Education Plan is our budget. So Arizona has
been atarget for lots of political dollars being spent
when it comes to media, especially in the 2016 and the
2018, the 2020 election. We're seeing more and more
dollars being spent -- media dollars being spent when
it comes to political advertising.

So in 2020, there was actually an
unprecedented $260 million were spent on political
advertising in our state. And that -- actually, that
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changed, the overall media budgets are.

So when you see on this slide here, we're
looking at the different platforms and how -- what the
anticipated changes are in advertising budgets for the
next year, they'reincreasing. And so that's something
that we're not necessarily able to keep up with.

When we, you know, look at what the
expectation isfor this year, we're going to see,
again, that increase. We have the U.S. Senate race,
which is expected to garner alot of attention for the
state. We'll seealot of, again, those high media
dollars being spent here. So those are considerations
that we need to take when we devel op our voter
education campaign. And one of the takeaways |
mentioned from the research we did with OH Insights was
that voters are going to TV, and we see TV costs,
broadcast costs are increasing as well too.

So again, we have to be as smart and as
creative as we can with our mediadollars. And I'm
grateful to Riester because | think they've done an
amazing job for us in developing a smart media plan for
us that gets us the most for our dollars. But again, |
wanted to share that with you because itisa
consideration, but also it showcases the need for us to
develop additional partnerships. And I'll talk about
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how we can address some of these issues with the
partnerships we have been working on building for this
year. SO --

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Gina, I'm sorry to
interrupt. | had another question.

MS. ROBERTS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: When you went -- that
dlide that showed the Clean Elections spending was
.9 percent --

MS. ROBERTS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: -- does that include federal
election spending? And if so, do you know what
percentage we are of state elections, which iswho
we're targeting primarily, right?

MS. ROBERTS: So this -- this particular
pie -- pie chart isall of the media dollars, the media
expenditures, the media buys that occurred for
political advertising, whether it isfor afederal
candidate or a state candidate. So it's coming from
candidate campaigns, it's coming from nonprofits, it's,
you know, coming from political action committees, that
type of thing. Soit'sal of those dollars. So --

And thank you for that question, Chairman
Meyer, because | should clarify. What does this chart
really mean? It means that the voter is getting
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the tactics that are available that we can get out
there. So, again, wewill beon TV. Well have our
radio reads, our print ads, outdoor.

What | mean by "outdoor," we're actually
going to be -- thisis -- thisis very exciting. And
again, thisiswhere | want to acknowledge Riester for
their creativities. And if you've ever gone to the gas
station and you've pumped your gas and you have -- they
have those digital displays and you hear, you know, the
advertisement come up, we're actually going to be able
to run ads on there, which is fantastic, because that
particular platform, they don't allow political
advertising.

And so that's one of the other challenges
that we have with our media buys is we need to showcase
that, well, we aren't a political entity. We're -- you
know, we're -- we're an education entity, if you will.
We're doing more like a public service announcement.
And so in showing, you know, the types of messages that
we're offering, we were able to be allowed to use this
platform here, which is fantastic, because there won't
be any other type of political ads on there.

Of course, well have digital. Well have a
very big presence that includes our banner ads, you
know, paid ads, our paid -- and then we'll have paid
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inundated with all of these messages. So the voter is
getting messages left and right nonstop, you can't
escape it, right, from al of these media ads targeting
them with election information. So in this big pool
here, again, we're adrop in the bucket. So how do we
make sure that voters pay attention to our message,
that they look at the nonpartisan Clean Elections
Commission, you know, information, where we just want
them to cast the ballot, we just want them to
participate? So how do they filter through al of
that? So | think that's maybe kind of the takeaway
that | was hoping to share here too. So thank you for
that question, Chairman, and hopefully | addressed your
guestion.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: You did. Thank you.

MS. ROBERTS: Okay. So now well jump into
what our specific plan isfor 2022. The Commission,
you -- Mike presented the budget in December, and the
Commission approved our budget. So, again, we have our
budget of 1.9 million for our paid media cap. We have
an additional 1.5 million for the debates and the V oter
Education Guide.

And so the media tactics that we'll be
utilizing -- again, we developed avery comprehensive
campaign, so we'll -- we'll pretty much be using all
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search too, which works very well for ustoo. So going
back to when someone goes to Google, we'll make sure
that we're on that top of the search results.

Some of the highlights that we wanted to
share for our youth outreach, again, this goes back to
meeting voters where they are, so we'll be on Snapchat,
Twitch, which is a game streaming platform, and TikTok,
which is exciting and scary too for us. So the
message --

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman, Gina, what
are we going to do on Twitch? Arewe going to have
like a-- | remember Tom did post-debate, you know,
shows on Facebook years ago. And what's the Twitch
stream going to be like? 1'm so curious about that.

MS. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, Commissioner
Chan, Commissioners, so we actually were on Twitch
beforetoo. And soit'sreally just running our
youth -- our youth commercials, our youth ads that we
develop. So we -- for Snapchat and Twitch it won't
really be kind of that type of content where you see
maybe us as staff members. You will seethat in
TikTok, whichiswhy | thought it was alittle scary.
So Snapchat and Twitch, it will be more of our creative
assets that we develop, such as the -- the commercials
that we've developed for our youth outreach, for our
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youth campaign. TikTok iswhere you'll kind of see
more of that personal -- that personal touch there.

And then asfar as what we're communicating.
So we've talked about, you know, the logistics of
voting. That will cover everything from A to Z that
the voter needs to know to cast their ballot, from
registering to vote, how to get their ballot, how to
return it, you know, where drop boxes are located at,
how to verify their ballot was counted, what those key
dates and deadlines are. We'll talk about election
security, again, building back that confidence, knowing
that your vote is protecting and counted, and how you
the voter can verify that. Well talk about
independent voters, youth voters, official election
information, where to get it.

Then welll talk about too -- so that's kind
of thelogistics. And then we have, what's on my
ballot, so connecting voters with the candidates and
theissues. Therein you'll see our debates, our V oter
Education Guide, things like that, our Candidate
Compass Tool. And, of course, we'll be encouraging
voters to use the tools that we developed to get them
thisinformation. So these are the catalysts for --
for transferring that information over. We have our
Voter Education Guide, our debates.
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continuing to update our website and our assets that we
have to help educate the public.

Of course, we'll have our debates. So we're
really happy to share that we're going to continue our
partnership with AZ PBS for our debates this year.
We've had along-standing partnership with them. And
it'sreally great because we work with Arizona Horizon,
and the host is Ted Simons. He moderates our debates
for us. He'sbuilt trust with the candidates and the
elected officials, so we know that he does a great job
as afair moderator.

In addition to our statewide debates with AZ
PBS, we will also sponsor the U.S. Senate debate again
thisyear. At the Commission's direction we -- we
sponsored the debate last year as well too -- or, I'm
sorry, 2020. And that actually ended up being -- |
think it received the third highest ratings that PBS
has ever experienced before, and that's fantastic. And
then the moderators for that debate, they -- they ended
up winning a Rocky Mountain Emmy Award for it too. So
we know voters tuned into that, we know it was
important, and we want to continue providing that
service.

In addition, AZ PBS has shared, you know,
they appreciate their partnership with us as well too,

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 39

Our website is awealth of information, and |
think -- you know, thisiswhere | truly give so much
credit to Alec, because our website is continually
utilized as aresource for voters, but aso our
partners, our election officials and our -- our other
agency partners that we work with, nonprofits. We are
constantly getting feedback that our website has
basically everything that you need and it's written in
away too so that it's easy to understand. We're not
just regurgitating statutes.

So we want to drive folks to our website. We
want them to use our Voter Dashboard Tool, which,
again, isthat one-stop shop. You just enter in your
address, and you get everything that you need to know.
Y ou get your districts, who's running, whao's currently
in office, where the nearest vote centers are for you,
you know, verifying your voter registration, what your
specific district numbers are, things like that.

So we want to continue to promote the tools
that we have, and then we also have messaging on how to
run for office. Mike and Julian recently created some
really great video content for candidates that are
running with Riester, such as, you know, how the $5
qualifying contribution process works, you know, how to
qualify for the ballot, things like that. So we're
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so they're going to list us as a sponsor for the
congressional debates that they host as well too. So
that's going to be another tool that we can provide to
voters.

In addition to our partnership with AZ PBS,
we've also been having conversations with the Arizona
Broadcasters Association and the Arizona Newspaper
Association. And that's really important going back to
when we talk about those paid media dollars and we know
that we need to be on broadcast. Partnering with these
associations to run our content, so to run these -- to
multi-stream these -- multi-cast the debates, it's
great because it increases our reach. So instead of
just the reach that we would get with AZ PBS, which
they have about 80 percent across the state, we'll be
able to strengthen and broaden our reach across the
state through these other broadcast channels, which is
fantastic. And also with the newspaper association as
well too, that will help us get more coverage -- media
coverage on our debates too.

And then, of course, we're very happy to
partner with Arizona Capitol Times again to not only
bring awareness about our debates, but also to serve as
moderators for our legislative debates.

And again, this goes back to the partnerships
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where AZ PBS, they want to also stream our legidative
debates on all of their channels too, on their social
channels.

So, again, it's, you know, being creativein
how we can continue to expand our growth and our reach.
And again, using that information from the OH survey,
that will drive the discussion in our debates, and
wel'll use that to generate interest for those
particular regions, for those districts.

Then, of course, we jump into our Voter
Education Guide. That will go to every household with
aregistered voter for both the primary and the
general, and we do send it by legidlative district. We
do have anew vendor this year that we're working with,
and it's -- Paula has been great in helping to set that
up. Our previous vendor, they were bought out, so
we've had to transition. And it's going great because
thankfully alot of their staff, they actually have
previous experience with our jobs with the old vendor.
So we're very excited about working with them and so
far everything has been -- we don't -- we don't expect
there to be any hitches between that transition.

We will continue to push the Voter Education
Guide out to the local libraries, schools, and
colleges. Onething that we did for thefirst timein
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partnership with Sun Sounds Of Arizona, and of course
have plain text, which is available for screen readers.

So the goal -- the point of thishereis
that, you know, we provide the information, but it's
never just one format. Our goal isto always make sure
that the voter education that we provide is accessible
and attainable to all voters across the state so we can
meet their needs.

So in addition to the logistics, you know,
the candidates, and the issues, the Voter Guide, and
the debates, we go alittle bit back to promoting
participation in the political process asawhole,
right. It'snot just voting. It's aso learning about
how your government works for you, how €elections are
conducted, civics, you know, our civics curriculum that
we've developed, again, that medialiteracy and
promoting that civic engagement. It'srealy al part
of the -- the circle, if you think about it, full
circle experience for the voter.

And again, we want to continue our
partnerships and our grassroots outreach. Again, as
you seein al of the Executive Director reports, Avery
is continuously out there in the community. Alec has
developed great relationships with the counties. And
that's really important because that gets us timely,
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2020, which we thought was very successful, was we sent
Voter Education Guides to the post offices that service
tribal communitiestoo. Because, again, we know that
mail can sometimes be an issue in those areas with
nonstandard addresses. And so just kind of thinking
out of the box there, that was another tactic that we
were able to utilize to help reach those particular
voters. We'll continue to do that.

And the versions of the Voter Guide that
welll provide -- we automatically mail out English and
Spanish. We'll continue with our large print. We have
trangated the Voter Guide into Navgjo in the past. We
also now are going to include Apache. 1n 2020, for the
first time ever, we developed an American Sign Language
version of our Voter Guide. That was done through a
partnership with the Arizona Commission for the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing. And it was-- it wasreally great
to-- to do that. | havetotell you, it wasvery
heartwarming, actually, to be able to provide this
content that has never before been done, asfar as
ACDHH could tell us, even maybe at the national level,
to take a project of this magnitude, with the amount of
election information, and trandlate it into ASL for
that community. So we -- we want to continue doing
that. We'll, of course, have an audio version with our
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accurate election information so we can have it
available on our website for voters. We're developing
avoter education program with AARP so we can put that
on their channelsthisyear. Avery and | will continue
to work with the Civics Education Committee, which has
been phenomenal partners for usin pushing out our
civic curriculum. We're part of a Native American
communications group. So you can just see how thisis
just -- thisis by no means afull list, but it just
shows that, as part of that comprehensive Voter
Education Plan that we've devel oped, we will continue
being out there in the community.

And of course, we'll promote being more than
avoter. 16 yearsand older, hey, serve as a poll
worker. Get out there, understand how that process
works. We -- we want more poll workers. Y ou know,
attend alogic and accuracy testing so you yourself, if
you have an concerns about how the machines are
tallying the votes, you can see directly how they're
working, that they're being certified. Y ou can, you
know, work with your party, serve as a political
observer, participate in the hand count. And again,
you know, ultimately, we want to have voters find that
connection between them and their government and voting
so that they're more likely to cast a ballot.
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And then | do have our campaign videos here.
They're very quick, 30 seconds. So I'd love to
showcase those, if | could.

So thisisour first one. ThisisDirect to
Vote, what we call it. And again, it'skind of cutting
through al that misinformation, you know, trying to
search and find that official election information.
We -- we want to get you directly to the official
voting information. So I'll go ahead and play that
Now.

(Video plays.)

MS. ROBERTS: The next video that we haveis
for our debates. And the purpose of thisoneisto,
again -- we know voters are being inundated with
campaign materials and, again, we want to cut through
that and show that direct bridge that Clean Elections
is providing with voters and candidates through our
debates.

(Video plays.)

MS. ROBERTS: And thisoneisfor our Voter
Education Guide. The goal hereisto show that you
don't have to search far and wide, that you are getting
official election information delivered directly to
your mailbox by Clean Elections. And it's not very
linear, so | would just -- here we go.

Page 48

year, which so far we've been very happy with the
reception from it from the community. It was designed
with teachersin mind. But essentially, as areminder,

what we did here was we saw a need that there needed to
be education about the voting process in the classroom,
but that we wouldn't be taking away from special

classroom time -- precious classroom time. And so we
knew it had to be compliant with State education

standards.

So we partnered with a curriculum expert and
we drafted this curriculum for Grades 4 through 6, 7
through 8, and 9 through 12. And it covers everything
from how do | register to vote to understanding the
different levels of government, the different branches,
your executive, legidative, and judicial branches,
understanding the roles and responsibilities of each
office, again, giving our students, our next generation
of voters, the education they need on voting and civics
so that they can be prepared when they are eligible to
vote and cast that ballot.

We also developed a voter education video
series, which -- again, as we talked about, in our
research, you know, we heard people say, well, | don't
know what to expect at the polls or how does this work.
These assets are -- are meant to address that, where we
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(Video plays.)

MS. ROBERTS: And then finally, what I'll
show is our campaign video for our youth voters. We
took more of a gaming experience here. | will say it
did pass muster with my children, so...

(Video plays.)

MS. ROBERTS:. We've aso developed a specific
landing page for that on our website too.

And then afew other things that | wanted to
show. | am wrapping up soon here. We also developed
some key dates videos. | will thank Commissioner Chan
for serving as avoiceover for these. But basically,
these are the key dates that are relevant to the
primary and general election. And we developed them in
English, Spanish, American Sign Language, and Diné, in
the Navagjo language. So I'll show you what the ASL and
Diné ones look like.

(Video plays.)

MS. ROBERTS: And again, | think it's
important to showcase that we're providing these
different formats, again, to reach the communities.
Again, we want to make sure our information is
accessible as possible.

So thisisa-- areminder of the civics
classroom curriculum we devel oped and launched last
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cover everything from how ballot by mail works, how
election security works, what to expect on election day
when you go into the polls. And to give you an idea,
I'll show you how our voter registration video looks.
Oh, sorry. That's the one on the -- with the five
there, and then you'll see different branches of
government and then, again, the election security and
the ballot by mail.

So with that, | end on this slide which
showcases our website. Our website isreally our crown
jewel. And | touched on this briefly, but we'll be
continuing to update the content on our website,
redesigning our pages. Alec hasworked on actually
restructuring our site to make it more user friendly.
We're developing new pages. We've just refreshed our
How Government Works content. We've developed an
election glossary of key terms. So, again, we will
continue to make sure that everything avoter needsis
listed on our website.

And this -- you know, these images here that
| share with you, thisisinformation of the
performance of our website in the 2020 general
election. And we saw a 733 percent increase in website
traffic leading up to the general election. And then
we saw organizations, such as Cosmopolitan and Rolling
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Stone, linking to our website because they found it
useful and recognized it as a trusted source.

And then finally, right here, which I'm very
proud of this, thisisthe pie chart that showcases the
age demographic of who is engaging with our website.
And you can see, that's a pretty evenly cut pie. And |
think that's important because it shows that, again,
we're making sure the information we put out thereis
accessible to all demographics. We're meeting the
needs of all the voters across the state.

So with that, I'm happy to answer any
questions. And | will stop sharing my screen. And |
apologize if that took too long, but it'salot, so --

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: No. Thank you, Gina. Great
job to -- to you and everyone who helped you out with
that.

I know | asked a couple questions during the
middle of that presentation. Open it up to any other
Commissioners with questions.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chairman, thisis
Commissioner Kimble.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Go ahead.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Gina, that was
unbelievable. A couple questions. First of al, could
you e-mail that PowerPoint? | don't know if everyone
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system works, that independents can participatein a
primary election. So continuing to put that message
out there, you know, we'd be happy to work with you on
that, especially when it come comes to doing some
public relations on that. Commissioner Paton, he was
the driving voice behind us sponsoring the U.S. Senate
debate in 2020.

So | think, absolutely, the more feedback
that we can receive from the Commissioners on --
especially when it comes to your particular region too.
So | know, when we talk about Tucson, what's important
to Tucson voters, and we'll get them engaged, Green
Valley, thingslike that. So absolutely when we see an
opportunity we are happy to reach out to the
Commissioners to ask for specific help. | would say,
as much as you can, using your voice when it comes to
public relations would be very helpful for us. And, of
course, you know, again, with your particular ideas
that you have, we're happy to hear the feedback.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay. Thanks, Gina.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Thisis Commissioner
Paton.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Go ahead, Commissioner
Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Gina, I think you should
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wantsit, but | would certainly like it.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: | would like it too, yeah.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Also, isthere
anything -- that was great that Commissioner Titla
narrated that Native American spot. Isthere anything
that Commissioners could or should be doing to help in
this effort?

MS. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, Commissioner
Kimble, Commissioners, absolutely, yes. And actually,
that was not Commissioner Titla. But he, of course, is
always adriving force for our Native American
outreach. Commissioner Chan actually did serveasa
voiceover for the key dates videos, which was
fantastic.

And so | do think -- absolutely. When --
when there are opportunities that arise with the
Commissioners, you know, we are happy to reach out.
Or, of course, if the Commissioners themselves have
ideas, please reach out.

So, for example, Commissioner Kimble, | could
see where we could definitely utilize your help in our
outreach to independent voters. We've called on you
before for that assistance. And again, we see those
numbers are growing, and so we know we need to make
sure that we push out information about how our primary
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run for office. That was great. We need people like
you in office.

Secondly, | do think that since | -- | think
our Voter Education Guide is so good, and then |
suspect alot of people think that it'sjust alot of
-- you know, it's more campaign trash to throw out.
Maybe we could do something before we send those out
saying, thisiscoming. Thisisn't -- thisisn't
campaign trash. Thisis something that you could
really use, look for it, that kind of thing.

MS. ROBERTS: Mr. Chairman, Commissioner
Paton, absolutely. And -- and | think that's where we
can aso work with the mediatoo in letting them know
and maybe we can do some interviews there and engage
the media to help us reach those voters and let them
know, yes, you have this official election information
coming to your mailbox. So absolutely. And we do have
some -- we'll definitely make sure that we're out on
social media, that we have the presence out there.
WEe'll have some banner ads trying to showcase to people
too to keep an eye out for it because thisis official
election information. So, yes, | appreciate that --
that direction and absolutely we will -- we will look
forward to doing that.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Thank you.
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CHAIRMAN MEY ER: | wasjust saying how even
small thingslike -- you know, | follow the
Commission on Twitter and | try to retweet all of their
information to get that out to follows. | know -- |
know Commissioner Chanison there. So |l follow alot
of you and try to retweet the Commission information.
So that's just a small thing we can do.

Any other questions or comments?

| agree with Commissioner Paton. Y ou should
run for office, Gina. That would be great. Although,
we'd miss you too much.

So any other questions or comments from other
Commissioners or -- or Tom?

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman, | -- |
don't really have any questions. | just really
appreciate all the information that was contained in
that report and presentation and I'm just -- | don't
know. | mean, | probably sound like a broken record,
but I'm just so proud of al the work that you all put
into thisand I'm -- I'm really happy with the
direction you've taken it and the growth that we've
seen of this program. And | think it's just doing
wonderful things for the people of Arizonaand |
just -- | just can't say enough good things about it
and | -- | really just appreciate you all and respect
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So now let's move on to Agenda ltem No. VI.

And actually, let me check with the court
reporter. Do you need abreak at al or are you doing
okay, Kaitlyn -- Kathryn?

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm doing okay. Thank
you for checking.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay. Item No. VI,
discussion and possible action on E-Qual electronic
system for candidate petitions and qualifying
contributions and process for collection and review of
qualifying contributions.

Commissioners, you may recall that there have
been some recent reports with respect to the online
system for collecting petition signatures and
qualifying contributions, as well as how qualifying
contributions are to be reviewed by the County
Recorders. A lot of thisrelates, | believe, to the
redistricting. So Tom is going to give us some
background on this, remind us about E-Qual and the
latest guidance from our friends at the Secretary of
State Office.

Tom.

Can't hear you, sir.

MR. COLLINS: Headphone jack, that's what
I've concluded is the issue.
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you all so much. Thank you to the whole team.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Well said.

So with that, do | have amotion for approval
of the Voter Education Plan.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman, | move that
we adopt the Voter Education Plan as presented.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Isthere a second?

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: commissioner Kimble.
Second.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. We have amotion
and asecond. I'm going to go ahead and call the
roll on this motion whether to approve the Voter
Education Plan. 1'm going to start with Commissioner
Chan.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: | vote aye.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: And Commissioner Kimble.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: And | vote aye aswell.
Motion carries four to zero.

And just I'm -- just I'm calling the
Commissioners to vote in the order that you are on my
screen, so there's no -- nothing to the order there,
just so you all know.
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Can you hear me now?

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Yes, we can.

MR. COLLINS: Okay. All right. | tried a
different pair of headphonesin an effort to get amic
that worked.

Anyways, thank you. And thank you, Gina, for
that presentation. | -- | think that alot of the
messaging in there we'll come back to as part of our
legislative discussion here shortly, because | think
there'sa-- areal connection there.

| want to -- | want to talk quickly about the
E-Qual matter. 1 think -- | do think it's important
for the Commission to kind of be brought up to speed on
this. 1 will say | think that, in terms of the review
of qualifying contributions, we're in a place that's --
that's good with respect to that, which is, you know, a
different question from technology.

But | am now going to share -- hopefully | am
going to share screen. Therewe go. And -- dl right.
Can you al seethat? 1'm hoping.

Okay. Soreal quickly, just to giveyou a
history of the E-Qual system, to the extent that some
of you may -- some of you may be more familiar than
others, this actually was devel oped while Commissioner
Chan was election director for the State, and it's been
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in place now for -- for -- essentially for -- since
2012. It wasoriginally created as a pilot program for
allowing voters to both provide a signature to
statewide legidlative candidates and provide a $5
qualifying contribution form electronically. It was
originally capped at 50 percent in 2014. It was
codified as a permanent program. And then in 2016 it
was expanded to allow candidates to collect all of
their signatures, qualifying contributions, and to
expand the kinds of candidates who can use the
system.

How it fits together with redistricting,
redistricting, as | know you all know, occurs every 10
years. We have an independent redistricting commission
that draws up those ballot -- those districts. And
they were certified by that commission to the
Secretary of State last week, which brings us to where
we are now, where counties will begin implementing
those maps.

So where we are with E-Qual. So basically,
when you go on E-Qual or if you follow the link from
candidate, you know, it takes you to alanding page
where you fill in your information, your name,
birthday, driver's license number, typically, and it
pings that essentially off the voter -- the statewide
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candidates to collect qualifying contributions
electronically through E-Qual. If acandidate wereto
go into the system and flip over from 2022 to 2020,
they will lose access to E-Qual. And then once the
counties have finished, the E-Qual will be available
for the 2022 district, not for the 2020 district.

So, again, what's happening hereis-- is
we've got an overlap -- overlap time, if you will,
where, you know, the districts are -- arein some --
arein akind of aflux, and so -- but once those are
finally implemented, then that will be where you can
collect qualifying contributions from.

And then when qualifying -- and then post
March 5th, or around March 5th, candidates are going to
get notified -- or, voters, rather, will get notified,
you know, that -- that if they're -- if they can't do a
qualifying contribution online, they can contact the
candidate and do one on paper. And that's important to
bear in mind through this entire particular issue. You
know, E-Qual, although it allows up to a hundred
percent usage, you know, paper still worksin--in
this process both for petition signature gathering and
for qualifying contribution gathering, and it's -- and
it only affects legislative candidates and not
statewide candidates. So those are two -- two things.
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voter registration database. So it's confirming, in
effect, who you are, and then it offers you candidates
whom you are digible to select to sign their petition,
or, in the case of a Clean Elections candidate who's
using the system, also to do a contribution -- a
qualifying contribution.

So where we are now is, because we're -- the
redistricting commission has adopted those maps, the
way the system is set up, E-Qual islinked to peopl€e's
2020 districts, or the districts they've had for the
last 10 years. That -- and that is still operating.
The counties will start to upload the new maps, and
technologically my understanding is that the system can
only take one set of maps at atime. So on March 5th,
or around March 5th is when the Secretary's Office
predictsit, the candidate -- the E-Qual systemis
going to go offline.

S0 -- so basically, you know, if a candidate
-- and thisisreally principally focused on
legislative candidates. There's no statewide effect,
and then congressional isreally not in our
bailiwick.

For participating candidates, E-Qual will go
offline starting around March 5th, and there will be no
way for state representatives and state senators to --
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When we get to the process of reviewing
qualifying contributions, whether they come in on paper
or they come in through E-Qual, candidates file their
qualifying contribution slips and their petitions with
the Secretary of State's Office, and the Secretary of
State then sends a random sample of the qualifying
contribution signature to the County Recorders. From
that, they do a calculation, basically multiplying the
amount of signatures by five to seeif that getsyou to
110 percent of the amount you would have to have. If
it comes back at 110 percent or greater, under statute
and rules, then the candidate is authorized to be
funded. If not, they go to afull review and -- and
determine whether or not they've got all the qualifying
contributions necessary.

The review piece -- and thiswas -- we had a
little -- you know, you see some of the reporting on
this. There's been alittle bit of muddie at one
point, but | feel like we'rein adifferent -- we'rein
acomfortable place now. You know, | -- | -- | can't
speak to necessarily the nuance of this. | can tell
you the Secretary's position, prior to issuing this
document, was that essentially candidates who collected
qualifying contributions from the 2020 districts would
face adifficulty in using those for the 2022
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districts.

| can tell you that what I've been -- what
I've been told by our attorney for this, who's not the
AG'soffice, isthat this seems to be consistent with
the state law for petition signatures, which is that
the legislature passed the law for purposes of this
redistricting year that allows a person to use
qualifying contributions -- or, allows petition
signatures from either the 2020 districts or the 2022
districts. So we're hopeful that that won't be an
issue, and that's kind of where we are.

So, you know, you could -- so, | mean, that's
sort of the -- the quick background, and | don't want
to -- don't mean to move so quickly through it, except
that | want to -- | want to stop here. But | do want
to -- | did want to kind of -- kind of give you the
details. That'sall kind of capsulating the e-mails
from the Secretary's Office that were in your packet.

S0 -- S0 -- S0, you know, the reason to bring
thisto you all as an agendaitem is twofold.
Number one, it's -- you know, it's -- we've not had a
lot of attention on stuff related to thisin the past,
and | feel likeit'simportant. And then, two, you
know the candidates who -- and votersinvolved in this,
| think, need to know that, you know, the Commission is
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have a recommendation for action here. | cantell you
that, if you don't know, and | find no reason why you
would need to know, but, you know, the Attorney
Generad's office fired off aletter to the -- to the
Secretary's Office last week saying that if the
Secretary proceeds to turn off the E-Qual system during
March, that that would constitute a violation of its
duties.

Y ou know, if it'satechnological issue, |
don't know the answer to -- | mean, let me put it this
way. |I'm not sure that that helps solve the problem
for candidates and votersif it's a technological
issue. 1I'm not sure that that approach is particularly
conducive to resolving thisin away that benefits
candidates and voters who are really ultimate
beneficiaries of this program.

It's-- so -- but it also kind of -- but it
aso kind of, | think, helps to refocus, you know, what
our role hereis, isto just make sure that folks
understand what the best available guidance is and
that, at the end of the day, they really need to just
make sure they're talking to the Recorder's Office or
the -- or the Secretary's Office, as applicable, to
make sure they're following instructions.

So that kind of concludes my presentation on
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paying attention to this.

Our -- our plan going forward right now is
simply to try to communicate consistently with
candidates when we have the opportunity to. We have
made clear to candidates several timesthat it'sreally
their responsibility to coordinate with the Secretary's
Office and the County Recorders.

The Commission'srole here, there are -- we
have some rules related to how the -- how the -- how
thisis supposed to be done. But for the most part,
statutorily, and there's an AG opinion that backs this
up, this -- the Secretary's Office runs this processin
conjunction with the County Recorders. That's part of
the reason the communication issue here has been so
problematic, because people sometimes ook to the Clean
Elections Commission for information that we don't
have. And we have not received information in atimely
fashion from the Secretary's Office throughout this
process. So, you know, now that we think we know where
we are, we're hopeful that the guidance will stay
consistent, and we will simply try to amplify that
guidance. But we've always said to candidates, ook,
you can't come to us on this stuff. At the end of the
day, you've got to talk to the Secretary's Office.

So that's kind of where we are. We don't
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this, Mr. Chairman. And if you all -- obvioudly, if
you have any questions, I'm happy to try to answer
them.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you, Tom. Difficult
situation.

Any -- any Commissioners have any questions
or comments on this?

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chairman, thisis
Commissioner Kimble.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Sure. Go ahead,
Commissioner Kimble.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: So, Tom, just to
summarize, the E-Qual system is going to be offline for
aperiod. The Attorney General saysthat'sillegal,
but it sounds unavoidable.

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, Commissioner
Kimble, | think that's probably afair -- the last --
that -- that is correct, and | think that last part is
-- isconsistent with what the Secretary's Office
position is about the nature of the programming at
issue. In other words --

Now, there's a statutory piece here that,

I'll be honest, | don't understand, which isthe
statute that the legislature passed says that the 2020
districts are supposed to be able to be usable for
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2022. Why the Secretary decided to have the counties
upload thisin March, instead of waiting until after
the qualifying period for signature gathers or the
qualifying period for Clean Elections, whichisa
different timeline, | don't know the answer to that. |
don't -- I don't know the -- there's a statutory
decision there, alegal decision there perhaps
underneath, that I'm not privy to.

But as a practical matter, once you're at
that place, the program doesn't allow two maps, is what
the Secretary has said, and you're right, so therefore
it'ssimply -- it'ssimply -- in their view | think
it's-- I mean, my understanding of their positionis
that it's not possible.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Soif the Attorney
General saysthisisillegal, what's he going to do
to -- he'sjust going to say it'sillegal and then --
but it's going to happen?

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: I'll object to that question
asit callsfor speculation. But go ahead, Tom.

MR. COLLINS: Well, yeah, so -- Mr. Chairman,
Commissioner Kimble, | mean, | -- | mean, what the
letter to the Secretary's Office said was that the
Secretary -- that the Attorney General might seek
criminal charges against the Secretary of State's
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Governor. You know, so thereis-- thereisa-- those
kinds of things are out there and can be utilized.
Generally speaking, though, you know, we haven't seen
these kinds of things evolve into criminal
prosecutions.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: well, | guessall we
can do iswhat you're doing, and that's advise the
people running as Clean Elections candidates to get
their stuff done early or get them done on paper.

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, Commissioner
Kimble, yeah, | think that's exactly right, and
that's -- and that's what we've -- we've been talking
about.

Now, you know, and I've said thisto folks
who have asked about this, especially the press, you
know, | don't want to exaggerate the number of folks
affected by this. Right now we have not that many
candidates who have indicated that they're going to run
clean aslegidative candidates. The caveat thereis,
they don't have to tell the Secretary's Office up front
that they're doing that. So there'sa-- so there'sa
known number of folks that's maybe, what, | think --
and Mike or Julian, correct meif I'm wrong --
somewhere in the 10 to 12, maybe 15 range. There'san
unknown group that's maybe alittle bigger than that,
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Office. | mean, | have never been a prosecutor, |'ve
only been a public defender, but, you know, I'm not --
I'm not super sure that that's a-- that that's areal
good way to go about trying to -- trying to fix a--
what the Secretary's Office says, whether they're right
or wrong, what they say is atechnological issue.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay.

MR. COLLINS: I mean, in other words-- in
other words, look, | mean, it -- we talk about thisa
lot in the context of campaign finance, where we do
civil stuff. And there'snot alot -- there's some.
There's not alot of criminal reporting. But there's
always been a concern in this area about
overcriminalization. | don't think that's any
different in the context of state government.

In other words, | will -- | can tell you,
having been an Assistant Attorney General, if you want
to, you can find acrimina law that every State
employee isviolating every minute of every day.
That's the way our code iswritten. It's overbroad.
It's got antiquated language from the -- you know, from
statehood. And there are cases going back to statehood
where, | mean, you know, where the Auditor General at
that time, you know, went after Governor Hunt's estate
because he took some books with him when he left being
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adds afew more people, we don't know.

Y ou know, so it's not -- you know, it's not
like the -- you know, the way that this year has
developed, partially because of redistricting,
partially because of pandemic, and really partially
because the positions of the parties, especially the
Democratic party, are to discourage legisative
candidates from running clean -- so, so as long as the
Democratic party, which had been aprior -- you know,
prior bigger user of the system, believes that it's not
agood system for their candidates to use, you know,
we're always going to have fewer candidates than we had
before.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Any other Commissioners have
any guestions or comments on this issue?

COMMISSIONER PATON: Thisis Commissioner
Paton. | would just say that we know the shortcomings
of the Secretary of State's Office asfar as
technology. And so when they're saying they can't do
it, | believe them.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman and Tom,
| -- 1 want to thank you for the update, Tom. And, you
know, | was surprised to see the AG's letter
threatening possible criminal, you know, charges,
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because | feel like E-Qual is awonderful modern
convenience, but the reality is everybody can still
circulate on paper. | just -- when you have a
situation like this where you have redistricting, and
the Secretary has made the determination that it's
desirable to upload the new districts, which in away
makes sense, because that's where people are going to
be voting in the coming year, theoretically, aslong as
everything stays the same, to me it just seemslike
such an overreaction on the part of the AG to be so up
in arms about it.

And | understand candidates have really come
to embrace this modern convenience, and | think it's
wonderful, but, you know, thisis abump in the road
that redistricting causes every 10 years with alot of
things, you know, circulating petitions, and of course
our qualifying contributions as well that we have to
have special accommodations for in session law.

So | just want to thank you for, you know,
updating us on it and just make that general comment.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you, Commissioner
Paton and Commissioner Chan, for your comments.

Tom, are you recommending any action from the
Commission on this at thispoint in time? | don't
believeyou are. | just want to confirm that.
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MR. COLLINS: Yeah, | think Cathy will --
will take the conn here and --

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay.

MS. HERRING: Yes, well leave the Zoom open,
I will put up arecess screen, and we will come back at

11:05.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay. Thank you. All
right. Seeyouinfive.

(A recess was taken from 11:00 am. to

11:06 am.)

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Let's, | guess, go back on
the record here, as we say in my business.

The next item on the agendais Item No. VI,
which is discussion and possible action on Legacy
Action Fund versus Clean Elections Commission. This
item concerns the recent Court of Appeals decision with
the 2-1 decision in favor of the Commission. | just
want to congratul ate and commend our counsel. Mary
O'Grady and Joe Roth did a great job.

Asyou know, Commissioner Titlaisthe only
Commissioner who was on the Commission, which was hard
to believe, since we've all been here so long, when
this started. So we're going to get a brief background
and then --

Tom, I'll just hand it off to you.
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MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, no. No, were
not. |1 mean, wereally just want to make sure that you
al are fully backgrounded on the issue in the event
that, look, I mean, something could come up. And |
think the one caveat to any action going forward would
be, there's aremote chance this ends in some kind of
litigation, and there's therefore a remote chance that
we might get -- either need to or more likely get drawn
into such athing. But even if we were there, just,
again, it would be most likely in the capacity of a
staff member providing, you know, appropriate evidence,
as opposed to necessarily the Commission having to take
some legal position.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Okay. Sol think we're
ready to move on to Agenda Item No. VII, Tom.

COMMISSIONER PATON: | have a question.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: oh, go ahead, Commissioner
Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: Could we have ashort
break?

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Sure. Let'stakefive. |
do need to try to wrap this up by 11:45 or so, so if we
can try to make it quick and then hop back on. Should
we leave the Zoom open, then, and I'll just --

COMMISSIONER PATON: Like five minutes.

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRRRRRRRRRR
O DN WNROOOWNO®ONWNEPRO

Page 73

MR. COLLINS: Yeah. And Commissioner Meyer,
in the interest of time, you know, I'll try to keep
this brief, because we don't -- we don't have anything
to do, per se. Sojust to -- just to sort of -- and |
have a brief PowerPoint, and | won't do it, but I'll
just send it to you, that sort of outlines some of the
statutory issues here in the background.

But the bottom line s, this case began in
2014. The Commission did an enforcement action, a
final -- and entered afinal -- some of you may have
been here when we entered our final order. And then
under the statute, under the Clean Elections statute,
there's a specific statute of limitations on filing an
appeal from the final agency action. The Legacy
Foundation Action Fund didn't meet it. That case went
all the way up to the Arizona Supreme Court, where they
lost on that issue.

And then sometime the year after that,
probably within the year after that, we each -- we
filed ssimultaneous lawsuits. We filed a lawsuit to --
to convert the administrative ruling into ajudgment
that we can naturalize in lowa, where Legacy Foundation
Action Fund is based. Legacy Foundation Action Fund
filed a special action saying that there was a
jurisdictional issue that should supersede the
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statutory -- statute of limitations issue.

The Court of Appedls, in a2-1 decision, the
majority held that -- that there was not -- that
that -- that that was not the rule, that they -- that
the Legacy Action -- Legacy Foundation was not entitled
to collaterally attack the Commission's jurisdiction,
having missed the statute of limitations, whichisa
pretty basic finality principle. And they also said
that there was no clear abuse of authority in any
event.

There was a dissent from Judge Cynthia
Bailey, who -- the dissent islittle bit -- well,
basically said they should have had an opportunity to
have the jurisdictional question reached. The dissent
really doesn't tell us what Judge Bailey might have
done had they done that, but there was a dissent. And
then the -- and the dissent really was on this finality
issue, as opposed to the merits. Because the majority,
again, said, you know, once you miss the statute, you
can't come back in the side door.

Finally, you know, the -- the Legacy
Foundation has a-- has until next month, toward the
end of the month, to file a petition -- or, seek a
petition for review in the Supreme Court, so we'll --
we will see.
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together, you know, that approach suggesting -- the
report suggesting how we approach those bills.

And, you know, Tom, if there's any discussion
on specific bills, let me know.

MR. COLLINS: Sure.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: But go ahead, Tom, let us
know your thoughts.

MR. COLLINS: Sure. So Commissioner Meyer
and Members, you know, we -- we have tried, over the
course of the last few months, to start to pick up
where we kind of were interrupted from by the pandemic
in terms of our relations with the legislature. So we
have -- so working with -- with Mike Becker, wha's
our -- you know, been our long-time policy director,
Julian Arndt and Avery Xola have been doing alot more
meetings with lawmakers of both parties, lawmakers who
arefans of Clean Elections, lawmakers who aren't fans
of Clean Elections, and probably most importantly right
now, lawmakers who are new.

Because you'll recall that over the course of
the last year, if there was great resignation for
employees, there was certainly a greater resignation
among legislators. We have ailmost, what, | think a
dozen new legidlators since last session or something
like that.
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So that'sreally wherewe are. Likel said,
| think -- | have some materials on -- on just the --
what the underlying statutes are that go to the merits,
but | think it's probably better, in terms of time, to
save that for either another time or for your
information, so...

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: And you'll let us know if
they -- if they do file a petition for review, I'm
sure. So thank you, Tom.

MR. COLLINS: Sure.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Wewill -- | guess any --
any questions from the Commissioners on that topic
before we move on?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. Seeing none, we'll
move forward to Agenda Item VI1II, and that is
discussion and possible action on legislative bills on
the topics of election, voting, administration, and
campaign finance. And we talked alittle bit about
some of these issues before, that they'd be on the
agenda. Thelegidature started earlier this month,
and aready, as we see in the report attached -- the
legislative report attached to our Executive Director
report, there are anumber of billsrelated to
elections that have been introduced. Staff has put
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So -- so we're working on that outreach.

And, you know, in the past we've done alegidlative
report like this, and the first part of the legidative
report isreally focused on campaign finance stuff and
commission of the stuff, which | think iskind of a
given and expectation.

One of the things we've talked about in the
past, from a supporting perspective, is, look, we ought
the support those efforts that try to enhance
participation and confidence in the system. But this
year it's pretty clear that the -- that the issueis
not nearly as much about improving things, in terms of
confidence and participation, but, you know,
potentially not improving them and making them
considerably worse.

And | think that, you know, in that context,
one of the other things that's happening is that within
the polarization of the legislature and the body of
politics at large there isa-- thereis -- the
discourse around thisis not getting to issues that
affect votersdirectly. And | think that -- and what
we tried to articulate in the report is, you know,
while, you know, sort of blanketly saying all bills are
bad might not be the position we want to bein asa--
as a Commission, we do, | think, have a voice that we
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are both statutorily expected to use and can use here
for all voters.

Because we know, at |east the data shows and
the report mentions this, that voter confidenceis
declining, especially among Republican voters. And
within a polarized legislature, there's no one to speak
for all voters, right. That's really kind of what --
you have a County -- the County Association speaks for
the County Recorders, they have their own vantage point
on things. And then thereisabig block of
Democrat/progressive nonprofit lobbyists who -- who
have a -- who have their own role and their own agenda.
None of those things start necessarily from the place
of where -- where voters are, which is something that,
as Ginas presentation, you know, made very clear, we
know.

And so what we propose to do this session, in
an ongoing basis -- and these hearings have already
started, and we're not -- we haven't been there for
them so far, but we think we will want to, in our
talking to lawmakers, and in terms of getting out there
and talking from the podium at the legislature on
occasion, we do think that we have information that is
relevant to the analysis here and can help to amplify
and support County Recorders from both parties who
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Hoffman, because of people like Recorder Richer, and
because of some members of the legidature, that there
isareal dividein terms of the Republican party
elected officials approach to this and election
officials approach to this.

And so | think that -- so | think that -- to
that extent, | think that, you know, because we have
the information on what voters are thinking, what
issues are relevant to voters, and the -- and the costs
of thisthat go beyond just the administrative costs,
but really get to the confusion issue, right -- | mean,
the Monmouth poll that's cited in the memo basically
says that the more this issue gets talked about, the
less confidence voters have, and especially Republican
voters. So thisisnot an evenly distributed,
necessarily, consequence.

And -- and | think that you can see that also
in the -- in the numbers that Gina showed on voter
turnout. Voter turnout in 2020 was -- you know, asa
percentage basis was higher than ever. And as Gina
pointed out, we vote by mail. We've always voted by
mail. So thiswas not -- there was no radical
departure from -- in our processes due to the pandemic.
There was definitely changes, and election officials
had to work very, very hard to deal with the cost and
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understand that some of these changes are going to
result in problems of information, problems of access,
problems of confusion and disenfranchisement regardless
of intent.

And the big -- you know, one of the examples
that | think isreally, really obvious and a good one
isthat we have -- there are multiple bills going
through -- that are in the legidlative process now,
some have been assigned, some have been heard, some
haven't, that talk about just the mere issue of drop
boxes, right. So we know, you know -- you know,
County -- County Recorders have used drop boxes for
early ballots for years. And the place that that
started and was -- and has been most successful isin
Yavapa County, which isthe most Republican county in
the state. And Ledlie Hoffman, who's been the Recorder
there for many years, has been very clear that, ook,
thisis-- we have the highest turnout in the stete,
we're the most Republican county in the state, and this
isour tool. You know, and yet we -- there's alot of
effort at the legislature to -- to try -- you know, to
try to get rid of that.

| don't think, quite frankly, that -- that
the -- that the -- that thisis a partisan issue in the
sense that we know, because of people like Recorder
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the security and the -- and health issues related, now,
don't get me wrong, to pull it off with something, but
it was within aframework that works for voters. And
turnout ended up being even higher.

S0 -- so0 | think that's where we have room
to -- towork alittle bit. And | aso think that if
we're going to be in a position to show our relevance
to voters for purposes of voter education, it's
important, quite frankly, to -- at that point for
lawmakers to sort of understand what comes with that.

The -- the fact is that we have -- whether
you likeit or not, and | think we don't have to be
immune to the reality that, you know, two -- two out of
the top three state elected -- state election -- state
elected officials are running for other offices.
They're running for other offices, that's areality.
That changes the dynamic of the conversation. It makes
it more polarizing, it makes it more partisan, and it
takes it away from some of the core issues that matter
to voters that we are the most informed agency on.

So that's kind of my pitch on what | think we
ought to be doing. And so what we're looking for, not
necessarily avote. Obvioudly, if you don't want usto
do anything, we -- we want to know that for sure. But
what wereally want to be abletodoisbeina
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position to -- to weigh in on some of these bills when
they are particularly problematic. And we don't, quite
frankly, want to have other people decide for the
Commission what the Commission'sroleis.

Y ou are the most experienced election
officiasin the state of Arizonaright now, whether
you like it or not, and so there's absolutely no reason
for the Commission to sort of look to, you know,
outside voices who might say, well, we don't really
think that you have avoice here. We have the
information. We have the expertise. And it's not
really amatter of opposition or support so much as
making sure that the record is clear about what the
voter impact of the discussion itself is, aswell as
the potential outcomes of some of these hills.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Go ahead, Commissioner
Kimble.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Tom, | guessas an
over -- overreaching principle, it seems to me that
unless there is a serious security issue, not a
suspected one, a serious one that can be shown, that in
all cases we ought to say we're -- we're on the side of
the voter. We're on the side of making it easier for
you, the voter, to register to vote, to cast your vote,
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know, like | said, we want to kind of find spotsto --
to be.

So | don't know. | don't know if you had a
guestion there or if you wanted me to comment at all.

COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: No, I didn't really
have a question. | just think that that's the
principle that we ought to -- we ought to use to decide
what stance we're taking on hills.

| also think, and you're -- you and Mike are
far more knowledgeable about thisthan | am, that it's
so early that alot of these things are just going to
fall by thewayside. So | don't know if, you know, if
we want to get out there and start opposing all the
crazy stuff that's already out there or -- or whether
it makes more sense to wait and see what shakes out for
awhile.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: Tom, go ahead. Or, I'm
sorry. Commissioner Chan, go ahead.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: | just wanted to say, |
wholeheartedly agree with what Commissioner Kimble just
said. You know, | know there are alot of new
legislators. And frankly, even the legislators who
have been there for afew terms may not have been there
when voters approved, you know, our voter ID law, our
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to make sure that your vote is accurately counted.

Eight of 10 Arizonans have shown that they
want to vote early by signing up for what used to be
known as the permanent early voting list. Last
election, nine of 10 voters chose that option, chose
the option to vote early in someway. Sol think, as
an example, we ought to be advocating that there be no
more barriersto early voting, unless there's some
proven security issue. There ought to be no more
barriers for making it more difficult to register,
unless there's some proven security issue. There ought
to be no more barriers to drop boxes, unless there's a
security issue that can be proven. | -- | guessif we
just say we're going to the legidlature to be an
advocate for voters, | think that pretty much covers my
concerns.

MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chair, | think -- | mean, |
think that -- Commissioner Kimble, | think that makes
sense. | mean, | think that -- | think that's
consistent with the principles we've tried to have in
the past. | mean, we've always said in the past -- and
the memo that you have is, you know -- is basically,
you know, an updated version of prior memos. And we've
aways said we should be out there supporting things
that are positive. And | think we probably -- you
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proof of citizenship law. You know, and | -- just
having worked in elections and been in and around the
policy area of elections since 2001, | -- seeing all of
the consternation on the part of the legidlators, who |

frankly am cynical enough to think they use it asa
reel ection technique or, you know, stool to sit on or

stand on, but it does damage to the voting population.

And | -- | just -- my desire would be for us
to wholeheartedly support anything and -- and be
against anything that that damages voter confidence. |
really think that if people really understood our
system, they would have confidence, the full confidence
that | do, init. Nothing isperfect. Humans are
imperfect. There's always room for mistakes or people
who try to commit fraud. But | think that our system
isamazing and a wonderful model for -- for any state
inthe union, and so | -- | just want to add that. And
| know we're short ontime, so | --

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Chan, thank
you. And | -- you know, | appreciate you and
Commissioner Kimble's comments.

And | know, asfar as Tom's proposal, |
support, you know, what's being set forth here. And |
know that -- that thought has been put into this and
thisisintended to be, you know, a nuanced approach.
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Y ou know, thisis not just a blanket opposition to
everything. But | know that Tom and Mike are talking
about, you know, picking your spots here and really
looking at things that will really have an impact on --
on voters and their ability to vote, but also some
logistical issues like, you know, how are we going to
count -- you know, how is-- how is -- how are our
polls -- polling places going to handle 3.5 million
voters al coming in on one day, you know, things like
that that may be -- may be unintended consequences
or -- or | hope they're unintended consequences --
things like that where | think you're going to kind of
hopefully speak -- you know, | think the intent isto
speak to reason, appeal to reason, and just sort of,
you know, make sure that everyone understands the broad
impact that some of these bills that are being
discussed could have.

So that'swhat | understand is the objective
here, it's a nuanced objective, with of course keeping
those principles that Commissioner Chan, Commissioner
Kimble were just speaking of involved. But, | mean,
| -- I'm on board with this, | support it, and | --
and, you know, go out there and -- and do what you guys
do so well.

And | don't know, Commissioner Paton, do you
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| mean, one thing that | have an issue with
ishow long it takes, once the polls close, before we
get an accurate count, because | believe that, the lag,
aweek or two weeks, that's what gives people the idea
that you can't -- that something sinister is happening
behind closed doors. | mean, if you go back to the Al
Gore/George Bush thing, you know, it seemed sinister,
the whol e thing, and because we didn't know for four
weeks who was the president. | think that's the bad
thing, if -- if it goes on and on and on. It just
gives these conspiracy things a chance to grow. So
that's my input.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you, Commissioner
Paton.

Tom, have you -- have any thoughts on what
you've heard from the Commissioners? | think that's
consistent with what your approach is.

MR. COLLINS: Yeah. Yeah. Mr. Chairman,
Commissioners, yes, | think -- | think that's right.
And | -- and | do think -- | think Commissioner Paton
is exactly right, and he's mentioned this many times
before. | do think that like, you know, the counting
issue, | mean, that's -- that's one of the big -- |
mean, that's probably one of the biggest and strangest
myths that's devel oped out of this experience over the

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 87

have any thoughts on this?

COMMISSIONER PATON: Yeah, | do. I think
going to all these legislators and telling -- maybe
having a piece of paper or something that shows all of
our -- you know, our basic laws about elections, like
our voter ID law and our -- the early balloting, how it
exactly works, kind of like a synopsis of these things,
so -- because alot of these people, they hear all
these -- these wild accusations. And like you said,
they don't -- they don't know what to believe. And |
think maybe if we can just get a synopsis of these
things and go to these legislators, you know, one by
one and say, thisis -- thisisthe law on this. Why
do you need to change this? Or this-- you know, do
you redlly have a problem with -- with how we do this,
or isthisyou're just coming up with this out of, you
know, out of the ether or something.

But | think if we just do a blanket thing, |
think wel'll look as being political. But | think if we
go one by one -- particularly these new people, | mean,
they don't know that much about it. And they hear all
this stuff on the Internet or on TV or something
where -- | mean, just the idea that you would count
things like they did in the 1800s, one ballot at a
time --
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last severa years.

If you have -- we have an issue with what
they call late earlies or people who drop their --
their mail ballots off at the polling place that --
that could get -- would otherwise be eligible to be
ready to go on election day, and then they -- they hold
things up. If you go to some kind of hand count, not
only areyou -- you're-- andtodo itin a-- so this
very strange bill right now, and | don't know what will
happen to it, but it literally says you've got to do a
hand count and you've got to do it inaday. And
there's 7 million people in the state, or something
like that, and 3 or 4 million voters, and how many vote
--it'snot -- it's-- it will create precisely what
Commissioner Paton said. | mean, it would be a
disaster for -- for confidence, so...

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. Well, Tom, do you
feel comfortable that you -- you have any direction you
need from the Commission? | don't think you're asking
for avote on anything. We'rejust --

MR. COLLINS: Yeah. Yeah. No, I think -- |
mean, Mr. Chairman, Commissioners, yeah. No, | think
we're -- | think we're all kind of -- | think we're on
the same page. And | do -- and I'm cognizant -- |
think we're all cognizant of, | think, what
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Commissioner Paton said with respect to political.
We -- we want to be -- we want to be in aposition to
depoaliticize with facts some of these things that have
become more polarized by rhetoric.

CHAIRMAN MEYER: And, | mean, | think
getting -- | agree with Commissioner Paton, getting
that message to the -- to the legislators. But, |
mean, we aways have to deal with the reality that
these people are being elected because of some of
these, you know, positions they're taking. So | think
we also need to push this out to the public as much as
we can too, which is where you're talking about
testifying at open hearings and things of that nature,
g) -

Okay. So | am going to -- unless any other
Commissioner would like to offer any comment, I'm going
to wrap up Section VIl here. Anyone else have
anything to say on that?

(No response.)

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. Seeing nothing.

Now, I'm going to go to Section IX, whichis
aways fun. Thisisthe recognition and appreciation
to Commissioner and past Chair Amy B. Chan for her

0o ~NO O~ WNPE
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Tom and anyone else from staff have any
comments or --

COMMISSIONER CHAN: No pressure, everybody.

MR. COLLINS: I don't know. I'm sure
everyone on staff can say, and | don't -- | think the
clock would probably be the only thing that would be
preventing us. Obviously, we've all benefited from the
experience that Amy has -- Commissioner Chan has as
a-- asan attorney and as election -- and as aformer
election director and in this position and we all have
had the opportunity to work with her and it's -- it's
been good. And we are al -- you know, notwithstanding
theidiosyncrasies of you all serving alife sentence,
we al -- we do enjoy having the opportunity to work
more closely with each one of you as chairperson. It's
aways -- it always creates a fun and interesting
experience for us every year.

COMMISSIONER CHAN: Wdll, I -- | redly
appreciate all the kind words. It meansalot. And
| --itisfunny. My term -- my official termisup at
the end of the month, and so | know, you know, I'm the
newest member still, and | will be forever, | guess.
Like Tom said, it'salife sentence now. But | just

24 service to the Commission and the state of Arizona. |24 want to say thank you.
25 | wouldjust like to say, you know, | really 25 And Damien, it was arelief thismorning. |
Page 91 Page 93

1 appreciate the work you did as Chair, Amy. Andthe | 1 wasalittle freaked out when you were alittle bit
2 expertise that you brought to thisthat | frankly don't | 2 late, later than | expected, to get on the Zoom. | was
3 haveisaways much appreciated. And | thought youdid | 3 like, wait aminute. | was not expecting to have to
4 awonderful job. | thought you elevated our profile. | 4 chair thisone. |s Damien coming today? So --
5 | thought you were engaged. And | know staff 5 CHAIRMAN MEYER: Listen, | wasnot late. |
6 appreciated it. | certainly appreciated it. 6 just wasn't early.
7 And with that, I'll leave it to the other 7 COMMISSIONER CHAN: Correct, you just weren't
8 Commissionersto offer any commentsthey have. So | 8 -- you know, Paulawants us to be on about 15 minutes
9 let'sjust start with Commissioner Kimble, | guess. | 9 early, Dude. | don't know.

10 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Mr. Chair, I echo {10  Anyway, so thank you al and just thanks to

11 everything you said. | think Amy did an extraordinary |11 the staff, because they are the ones that help make it

NN NN R R R R R PR R
RWNRPO®OODNO®OMOWN
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job during a difficult year of online meetings and

she's been very, very visible and very out there with

her expertise. And | appreciated her service to the
Commission and to the state for quite afew years.

Thanks, Amy.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you.

Commissioner Paton.

COMMISSIONER PATON: 1 would just like to say
thank you. And we all have been in that position and
it's not easy, especially, you know, on this Zoom
stuff. 1 mean, it's enough to, you know, show up and
have all the materials there, and so thank you for
doing that in an exemplary fashion.

CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you.

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

asuccess. So thank you, everybody. And good luck to
you, Commissioner -- Chairman Meyer, this year.
CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you.
COMMISSIONER CHAN: | know it -- itisn't
easy. It's--
CHAIRMAN MEYER: It'sdgjavu all over again.
COMMISSIONER CHAN: Yep.
CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Well, thank you, Amy.
And then now welll go on to Section X, which
ispublic comment. Thisisour time for consideration
of comments and suggestions from the public. | know
there's afew people online. Action taken as aresult
of public comment will be limited to directing staff to
study the matter or rescheduling the matter for further
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1 consideration and a decision at alater date or 1 Anyoneelseinthe public? | don't see
2 responding to criticism. 2 anyone else on the participant list. If thereis,
3 Doesany member of the public wishto make | 3 pleaselet the moderator know.
4 any comment at thistime? Please notify the moderator. | 4 (No response.)
5 And of course, we always welcome commentsthatyoucan | 5 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Okay. | don't see anyone
6 send to the Commission by mail or e-mail at 6 €else.
7 ccec@azcleanelections.gov. 7 Sothat will cometo Item No. XI, whichis
8  Soif there's any member of the public that 8 adjournment. Can | get amotion to adjourn from one of
9 would like to comment, please let usknow. Oh, | think | 9 my Commissioners?
10 | see Ms. Knox. 10 COMMISSIONER CHAN: Mr. Chairman, | move that
11 MS. KNOX: Yes. Thank you very much, 11 we adjourn the meeting.
12 Chairman Meyer and Commissioners. 12 CHAIRMAN MEYER: All right. Istherea
13 Thank you, Amy -- or, thank you, Commissioner |13 second?
14 Chan, for having chaired the Commission. 14 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: commissioner Kimble.
15 | -- I want to thank all of you for 15 Second.
16 continuing to serve. I'mjust blown away by your |16 = CHAIRMAN MEYER: All right. Let'scall the
17 dedication. Asyou know, | have been watching, |17 roll on the motion to adjourn. Commissioner Chan.
18 participating, sitting in on meetingsfor, | don't |18 COMMISSIONER CHAN: | vote aye.
19 know, eight or 10 yearsnow. I'mdoingitnow asjust (19 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Commissioner Kimble.
20 anindividual, asavoter, acitizen of thestateof 20 COMMISSIONER KIMBLE: Aye.
21 Arizona. I'mvery interested in electionissues. 21 CHAIRMAN MEY ER: And Commissioner Paton.
22 And | amredly very happy and supportiveof |22 COMMISSIONER PATON: Aye.
23 thisidea of the Commission, whether it's staff or the |23 CHAIRMAN MEYER: | vote aye aswell. Four,
24 Commissioners, speaking up to legislators. I'mnot |24 zero, we've all agreed to end this.
25 even sure how many new legislators know thereisa (25 Thank you so much to staff. 1 know, Gina,
Page 95 Page 97
1 Clean Elections Commission and what the Commissionis | 1 that wasalot of work, and we really appreciate it.
2 statutorily responsible for doing. 2 Tom, you aswell. So thanks so much. We'l seeyou
3 And| lovetheline about you speak for 3 guys next month. And don't be a stranger, reach out if
4 voters. | think that is avery important educational | 4 you need anything. Bye.
5 function that you can serveto literally not only 5  (The proceeding concluded at 11:39 am.)
6 educate the legidators, like | say, some of whom|1 | 6
7 don't think know what you do or what you're supposedto | 7
8 do, but hopefully the word will get out to the public | 8
9 by appearing and speaking at hearings. And | know it's | 9
10 no fun now with small rooms, no COVID -- | mean, no |10
11 COVID protection, et cetera, et cetera, but | urgeyou |11
12 to do that. 12
13 And | urgeyou also -- and | know, 13
14 Commissioner Chan, you have donethisinthe past -- to |14
15 try to seeif more opinion pieces can be published, |15
16 whether it'sin the Republic, other media sources, |16
17 Capitol Times, to stress thisideathat -- the common |17
18 senseview of what -- what really encourages peopleto |18
19 vote, why it's so important, why it isso secure. And |19
20 | think your voices as a nonpartisan or abipartisan |20
21 commission are very important. And so thank you for |21
22 your service, asthe saying goes, and I'll be back next |22
23 month. Thank you. 23
24  CHAIRMAN MEY ER: Thank you, Ms. Knox. We |24
25 aways appreciate hearing from you. 25
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STATE OF ARI ZONA

COUNTY OF MARI COPA 3 5%

BE I T KNOM that the foregoing deposition was
taken by me pursuant to stipulation of counsel; that |
was then and there a Certified Reporter of the State of
Arizona, and by virtue thereof authorized to adm nister
an oath; that the witness before testifying was duly
sworn by me to testify to the whole truth; that the
transcript was submitted for review and signature; that
t he questions propounded by counsel and the answers of
the witness thereto were taken down by me in shorthand
and thereafter transcribed into typewiting under mny
direction; that the foregoing pages are a full, true,
and accurate transcript of all proceedi ngs and
testinony had and adduced uPon the taking of said
deposition, all to the best of ny skill and ability.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amin no way related
t.o nor enployed by any of the parties hereto nor aml
in any way IntereSted in the outcone hereof.

DATED at Tenp iz%@s 31st day of
January, 2022. '

|
_A. Bl ackwel der, RPR
ed Reporter #50666

Coash & Coash, Inc.
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